
Grant Guidelines Review



Zoom Participation

• Access Slide Deck: 
www.fresno.gov/eaac

• All Webinar participants will be 
on mute.

• Questions will be answered at 
the end of the presentation.

• Use Q&A section to add your 
questions.

• You can upvote a question.
• Webinar is recorded and will be 

found on 
www.fresno.gov/eaac upon 
completion.

http://www.fresno.gov/eaac


Questions will be answered at the end of 
session and/or as part of the FAQ on grant 

website.

• Use sticky notes to write 
down any questions 
during the presentation.

• Sticky notes will be 
collected by a PARCS 
team member.



• Measure P 
Overview 

• Available Funding
• Eligibility Criteria
• Grant Overview

Agenda
• Fiscal Sponsorship
• Application 

Process
• Appeals
• Other Language
• Questions



Measure P Overview



Measure P Grant Requirements



Measure P Funding Priorities
Measure P (Sec. 7-1506(b)(4)(E)) identifies the following funding priorities: 

• Programs that support and expand diverse public engagement and equity

• Programs that support and expand youth engagement and equity



Cultural Arts Plan
• Vision: “Cultural Arts in Fresno will be 

recognized, prioritized, inclusive, 
accessible and continue to reflect, 
celebrate and connect the community.” 

• Identifies goals, recommendations and 
strategies 

• Required by Measure P 

• Adopted August 2023 and updated every 
5 years after



Available Funding



Funding Allocations 
• Applicants can submit one application 

• Fiscal sponsors may submit an application for themselves and on behalf of 
their fiscally sponsored organization(s) 

• Two solicitations: Project Support and General Operating Support 

• Will be awarded based on scores; between 75%-100% of request 

• Partial awards <75% may be made if funding fully subscribed



Project Support
• 50% of funding in Cycle Three 

• Minimum request: $1,000 

• Maximum request: $75,000 to $150,000 

• Based on annual total revenue from most recent tax return 
• Form 990-N (e-Postcard) is sufficient if the organization had an annual revenue less than 

$50,000.

• Immediate preceding tax year is accepted

• No tax return? Maximum request is $75,000



General Operating Support
• 50% of funding in Cycle Three 

• Minimum request: $1,000 

• Maximum request: $50,000 to $350,000 

• Based on annual total revenue from most recent tax return; proportionate 
share calculation & 20% ceiling 
• Organizations with revenues of $1,000,000 or more may apply for no more than 20% 

of their annual revenue as indicated on the organization’s most recent 990 

• Immediate preceding tax year is accepted

• No tax return? Maximum request is $50,000



Timeline
• Notice of Funding Opportunity Documents: www.Fresno.Gov/EAAC

• Key Deadlines:

• August 15, 2026 – Eligibility Screening & Fiscal Sponsor Pre-qualification

• September 30, 2026 – Grant Application Due



Check In!

• Can my organization apply to more than one grant 
solicitation? 
• No...Organizations can only apply to one 

solicitation: Project Support or General Operating 
Support funds.

• When are Eligibility Screening & Fiscal Pre-qualification 
applications due?
• August 15th

Questions? Use sticky notes to write down your question 
and raise them up to be collected.

Zoom: Submit questions to the Q&A box.



Eligibility Criteria



Eligibility Screening Criteria
• Be an active nonprofit charitable organization as described in section 501(c)3 

• Support and expand access to arts and cultural programming 

• Primary place of business is physically located within the City of Fresno limits
• A P.O. box does not meet this requirement

• Serve City of Fresno residents or visitors

• Must have Cycle One reporting resolved/action plan submitted to be considered 
eligible for Cycle Three

• Be in “good standing” with:
• IRS
• CA Franchise Tax Board
• CA Secretary of State
• City of Fresno



IRS



Good Standing – IRS
• Link is provided in guidelines to look up on page 10

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search


Good Standing – IRS
Search by EIN 
or Organization 
name

Enter in EIN or 
Organization 
name



Good Standing – IRS

Click 
Organization 
name



Good Standing – IRS

Click to 
download letter

Check revocation status

• Letter must be submitted



CA Franchise Tax Board



Good Standing – CA Franchise 
Tax Board
• Link is provided in guidelines 

to look up on page 10

Click

https://www.ftb.ca.gov/help/business/entity-status-letter.asp
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/help/business/entity-status-letter.asp


Good Standing – CA Franchise 
Tax Board

Insert name

Click Search button



Good Standing – CA Franchise 
Tax Board

Status: 
Active

Click to 
download letter



Good Standing – CA Franchise 
Tax Board
• Letter must be submitted



CA Secretary of State



Good Standing – CA Secretary 
of State
• Link is provided in 

guidelines to look up 
onpage 10

• Scroll to bottom of 
page

Insert name

Click 
name

https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business
https://bizfileonline.sos.ca.gov/search/business


Good Standing – CA Secretary 
of State
• SOI must be 

downloaded and 
submitted

Click to download

Click button



City of Fresno



Good Standing – City of Fresno
• An organization may be debarred from bidding or proposing upon or 

being awarded any contract with the City, or from being a subcontractor 
or supplier at any tier upon such contract, in accordance with the 
procedures in Fresno Municipal Code Section 4-104

• Certification of debarment status required on application



Check In!

• Does a P.O. Box satisfy the requirement that a 
primary place of business is physically located within the 
City of Fresno limits?
• No...P.O. boxes do not fulfill this eligibility criteria.

• Do all documents need to be uploaded into the 
application? 
• Yes...screenshots are not accepted. Please upload the 

file.

Questions? Use sticky notes to write down your 
question and raise them up to be collected.

Zoom: Submit questions to the Q&A box.



Grant Overview



Project Support Grant Eligibility
Any active nonprofit charitable organization that:

1. Meets the definition of a charitable organization that is tax exempt 
under 26 USCA 501(c)(3) as described in section 501(c)3 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended), AND

2. Has among its purposes: 
• the provision of park, recreation or community services or facilities 
• art appreciation 
• trail development or management 
• gang prevention, intervention, and services for at-risk youth 
• conservation corps 
• environmental education and interpretation 
• or tree-planting 



Project Support Grant Eligibility
How to demonstrate “among its purposes”: 

• NTEE code(s) as designated by IRS 
• Articles of Incorporation 
• Bylaws 
• Board adopted mission statement 
• A resolution certified by the Secretary 
• Another state or federal designation 



General Operating Support 
Grant Eligibility
Any active nonprofit charitable organization that: 

1. Meets the definition of a charitable organization that is tax exempt 
under 26 USCA 501(c)(3) as described in section 501(c)3 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended), AND

2. Applicants seeking funding for General Operating Support must 
be an arts or cultural organization (Section 7-1506(b) 4(D)).



General Operating Support 
Grant Eligibility
How to demonstrate “arts or culture organization”: 

• NTEE code(s) as designated by IRS 
• Articles of Incorporation 
• Bylaws 
• Board adopted mission statement 
• A resolution certified by the Secretary 
• Another state or federal designation 



Check In!

• Is an organization required to have an NTEE code 
under the Arts, Culture & Humanities industry group? 
• No…Organizations can also use their Articles of 

Incorporation, Bylaws, or Mission Statement to validate 
their eligibility. 

Questions? Use sticky notes to write down your 
question and raise them up to be collected.

Zoom: Submit questions to the Q&A box.



Ineligible Examples



Ineligible Applicants
• For-profit businesses or sole proprietorships 

• Organizations that do not serve the public or provide public 

programming 

• K-12 Schools; County Offices of Education; Public and Private Colleges 
and Universities 

• Organizations whose primary mission is to raise funds 

• Organizations whose primary mission is regranting 

• Government agencies 

• Any organization considered ineligible by Measure P (Fresno Municipal 
Code Chapter 7, Article 15, sections 7-1500 to 7-1519) 



Ineligible Expense Examples
• Examples of ineligible expenses include:

• Activities, programming, operations or events occurring outside of the City 
of Fresno’s sphere of influence

• Expenses that do not reasonably expand access to arts or culture. For 
example, purchases that are unrelated to the proposed scope of work, and 
do not demonstrate a clear tie to achieving the goals of the project

• Alcohol or other controlled substances

• Funds shall not be used to develop facilities on existing or former landfills 
or waste refuse facilities

• Any expenses considered ineligible by Measure P (Fresno Municipal Code 
Chapter 7, Article 15, sections 7-1500 to 7-1519).



Ineligible Expense Examples
• (Continued) Examples of ineligible expenses include:

• Cash prizes and scholarships

• Political advocacy or lobbying 

• Fundraising 

• Projects with religious or evangelical purposes 

• Costs of goods for resale 

• No costs shall be incurred prior to execution of the Grant Agreement



Check In!

• Is alcohol an eligible expense?
• No! Reasonable and necessary food/drink expenses are 

allowed, but alcohol is always an ineligible expense.

Questions? Use sticky notes to write down your 
question and raise them up to be collected.

Zoom: Submit questions to the Q&A box.



Fiscal Sponsorship



Fiscal Sponsorship
• Measure P requires investment in competitive grants for nonprofit 

organizations that support and expand access to arts and cultural programming 

• Fiscal sponsorship is a short-term solution intended to reduce barriers to 
accessing funding while emerging arts or cultural practitioners build capacity 

• Fiscal Sponsor Prequalification: Any fiscal sponsor who submits more than 
five (5) proposals will be required to undergo a pre-qualification process to 
demonstrate sufficient internal controls 
• Includes completion of the City of Fresno’s risk assessment which is included as 

Attachment A in Guidelines 

• Meet & Greet Workshop available for Fiscal Sponsors coming up July 28th!



Fiscal Sponsorship Workshop 
and Meet & Greet
July 28, 2026 | 3–5 PM
Ted C. Wills Community Center
https://bit.ly/eaacsponsor

Workshop for fiscal sponsors only: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Meet & Greet with community members: 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Please use the link or QR code to fill in the sign-up form if 
you are interested in attending! 

https://bit.ly/eaacsponsor


Application Process



Application Review & Scoring
• Representatives from diverse backgrounds 

• Outreach efforts made to varied sources– social media, email notices, flyer 

distribution, etc.

• Handbook to guide scoring process transparently and competitively

• Training and compensation totaling $500 

• Conflict of interest disclosures required by all parties

• PARCS staff are not members of the Application Review Committee (ARC)

• PRAC will review all ARC applications



Scoring Rubric 
• Project Support & Core Operating Support Rubrics are available in the 

Guidelines

• Categories
• Cultural Arts Plan Goals 
• Cultural Arts Plan Grant Funding Priorities
• Measure P Funding Priorities
• Organizational Stability
• Expanded Access to Arts and Culture
• Scope of Work
• Budget
• Evaluation Plan
• Schedule
• Support for Fresno’s Artists and Cultural Practitioners

• Scoring Criteria
• Incomplete (0-1)
• Fair (2)
• Good (3)
• Great (4)
• Excellent (5)



How to Apply
https://www.fresno.gov/eaac

• Eligibility Screening required for all applicants

• Eligible applicants will be provided a link to the EAAC Grant portal 

• One (1) proposal for Project Support or General Operating Support

• Applications must:

• Be submitted by deadline in NOFO

• Include recent IRS Form 990 or IRS Letter of Determination

• Include Balance Sheet & Statement of Activities

• By submitted via the grant portal, hard copies not accepted

https://www.fresno.gov/eaac


How to Apply
• Eligibility Screening on 

Submittable

• Log in or Sign up a new account



How to Apply
• Search by organization name

• Upload all required eligibility documents

• Submit for review



Check In!

• Do all applicants have to submit an eligibility 
screening?
• Yes…please submit your Eligibility Screening 

application by August 15th at 3pm. 
• Late entries will not be accepted.

• Where do I find the application?
• Go to the EAAC website (www.fresno.gov/eaac) under 

Cycle Three, all submissions are made on Submittable!

Questions? Use sticky notes to write down your 
question and raise them up to be collected.

Zoom: Submit questions to the Q&A box.

http://www.fresno.gov/eaac


Questions and Technical 
Assistance
• Questions must be sent in writing via email to: 

Expandedarts@fresno.gov

• Answers will be published to EAAC Frequently 
Asked Questions – City of Fresno

• Technical Assistance workshops will be recorded 
and posted to the City of Fresno website for viewing

mailto:Expandedarts@fresno.gov
https://www.fresno.gov/parks/expanded-access-to-arts-and-culture/frequently-asked-questions-parks/
https://www.fresno.gov/parks/expanded-access-to-arts-and-culture/frequently-asked-questions-parks/
https://www.fresno.gov/parks/expanded-access-to-arts-and-culture/frequently-asked-questions-parks/
https://www.fresno.gov/parks/expanded-access-to-arts-and-culture/frequently-asked-questions-parks/


Appeals



Appeals
• Determinations regarding applicant eligibility, application scores, rankings, funding 

recommendations and grant award decisions are final and are not subject to appeal

• Review the guidelines (pg. 23) for eligible appeals. 



Communication During the 
Application Review Process

• The Regulated Communications in City Procurement Process Ordinance Chapter 4, Article 6 
may be viewed at: Code of Ordinances | Fresno, CA | Municode Library

• ...no Respondent, Bidder, or Proposer shall initiate, engage in, or continue any communication 
to or with any City elected official concerning or touching upon any matter which is the subject 
of this competitive procurement process.

• From the application deadline through final grant award approval, applicants, fiscal sponsors, 
board members, employees, consultants, and representatives of applicant organizations shall 
not communicate with ARC Members or PRAC members regarding any pending application

• All communication should be directed to PARCS: Expandedarts@fresno.gov

https://library.municode.com/ca/fresno/codes/code_of_ordinances
mailto:Expandedarts@fresno.gov


Guideline Sections to Review
Please ensure to review the following sections and contact the 
expandedarts@fresno.gov with any questions:

• Post-Award Requirements

• Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure

• Debarment 

• Public Record

• Indemnification

• Applicant Disclosure of Conflict of Interest

• Accessibility & Non-Discrimination

• Definitions

• Attachments

mailto:expandedarts@fresno.gov


Questions will be reviewed shortly.

Contact Email: 

Expandedarts@fresno.gov

Applications, Guidelines, & NOFO:

www.fresno.gov/eaac

Thank you!

mailto:Expandedarts@fresno.gov
http://www.fresno.gov/eaac
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