
Trash Enclosure Information

Planning and Development Department 

11A Privately Funded Multi Family:

Trash enclosures are common use facilities and shall be located on an accessible route. 
Section 1127A.1 indicates that common use facilities "are not limited to" those listed in the 
code. Fair Housing Accessibility FIRST also provides the following commentary regarding 
trash enclosures:

Are garbage dumpsters required to be accessible under the design and construction 
requirements?
The garbage dumpster itself is not covered by the design and construction requirements. 
However, a sufficient number of garbage dumpsters must be located on an accessible route. 
If an enclosure is built around the dumpster, the opening must have a 32 inch clear width and 
an accessible route must be provided to the dumpster door. If parking is provided at the 
dumpster, accessible parking must also be provided.

11B-Commercial/Public Funded Multi Family:

Generally, when a trash enclosure is provided on a site, a disabled tenant or employee may 
need to access it. Trash enclosures are typically considered employee work areas (spaces 
used only by employees and only for work). Employee work areas are required to comply 
with CBC Chapter 11B. (11B-248.2)

At least one accessible route shall connect all accessible buildings, facilities, elements, and 
spaces that are on the same site. (11B-206.2.2) Therefore, a trash enclosure must be 
connected to the rest of the site by an accessible route.

11B-206.2.2: At least one accessible route shall connect accessible buildings, accessible 
facilities, accessible elements, and accessible spaces that are on the same site.

Exception: An accessible route shall not be required between accessible buildings, 
accessible facilities, accessible elements, and accessible spaces if the only means of access 
between them is a vehicular way not providing pedestrian access.

11B-203.9: Employee workstations shall be on an accessible route complying with Division 4. 
Spaces and elements within employee workstations shall only be required to comply with 
Sections 11B-207.1, 11B-215.3, 11B-302, 11B-303, 11B-308.1.1, 11B-308.1.2, and 11B-
404.2.3 unless exempted by other parts of this code. Common use circulation paths within 
employee workstations shall comply with Section 11B-206.2.8. (CBC 11B-203.9)
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