PuBLIC REVIEW DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FRESNO VMT REDUCTION PROGRAM
JuLy 2025 FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

APPENDIX D

NATIVE AMERICAN CONSULTATION




FRESNO VMT REDUCTION PROGRAM PuBLIC REVIEW DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA JuLy 2025

This page intentionally left blank




EDECR.
- =—7 NS .
m SRS Planning and Development Department
2600 Fresno Street, Third Floor Jennifer K. Clark
Fresno, California 93721-3604 Director

(559) 621-8277

June 16, 2025

RE: Project Notification Pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 for City of Fresno Vehicle Miles
Traveled Reduction Program

Dear Chairperson,

The City of Fresno (City) is proposing the program referenced above and invites you to
consult with the City pursuant Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52). Pursuant to the provisions of AB
52, which are described in more detail below, as the Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City of Fresno hereby extends an invitation to
consult on the CEQA review of the proposed City of Fresno Vehicle Miles Traveled
Reduction Program in order to assist with identifying and/or preserving and/or mitigating
project impacts to tribal cultural resources.

AB 52, which became law January 1, 2015, requires that, as part of the CEQA review
process, public agencies provide early notice of a project to California Native American
Tribes to allow for consultation between the tribe and the public agency. The purpose of
AB 52 is to provide an opportunity for public agencies and tribes to consult and consider
potential impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources (TCRs), as defined by the Public Resources
Code (PRC) Section 21074(a). Outlined below is the general process for AB 52
compliance:

e Pursuant to AB 52, tribes must formally request to the public agency in writing to be
notified of projects within the jurisdiction of that public agency [Public Resources
Code Section 5097.4]. Tribe requests in writing to the public agency to be notified of
projects for which a Negative Declaration (ND), Mitigated Negative Declaration
(MND), or Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required.

e Following receipt of such request, the lead agency shall, within fourteen (14) days
of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by a public
agency to undertake a project shall provide formal notification to the designated
contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California
Native American tribes that have requested notice [PRC Section 21080.3.1(d)].

" PRC Section 21074(a) defines a Tribal Cultural Resource as either of the following:

o Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a
California Native American tribe that area either (1) included or determined to be eligible for inclusion
in the California Register of Historical Resources; or (2) included in a local register of historical
resources as defined in subdivision (k) of PRC Section 5020.1; or

e A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence,
to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of PRC Section 5024.1.



e The lead agency shall initiate consultation within thirty (30) days of receiving the
request for consultation [PRC Section 21080.3(e)].

e Consultation shall be considered concluded when either of the following occurs: (1)
the parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant
effect exists, on a TCR; or (2) a party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort,
concludes that mutual agreement cannot be reached.?

A summary of the proposed project, including a map of the project area, is included as
Exhibit A in this letter.

If you would like to consult with the City Assembly Bill 52, please respond in writing by
5:00 p.m. on July 16, 2025 to Sophia Pagoulatos, Planning Manager at
Sophia.Pagoulatos@fresno.gov or 2600 Fresno Street, Room 3043, Fresno, CA 93721-
3604. Please include in your request, at a minimum, (1) name, title, and contact information
of the tribal representative(s); (2) suggested dates and location of consultation; (3) any
preliminary concerns or questions related to the project (optional).

If you do not wish to consult, please provide in writing that you do not wish to consult
on the proposed project. If no written response is received by the aforementioned date,
it will be assumed that you have declined consultation. If a request for consultation is
received by the date above, the City will follow up to set up a date and location for
consultation.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter and please do not hesitate to contact me
should you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

5’0/0&'4/ pﬁfﬂ 2
Sophia Pagoulatos

Planning Manager
(559) 621-8062
sophia.pagoulatos@fresno.gov

Attachment: Exhibit A — Project Description and Project Location Map

2 |f consultation is conducted, the City, as lead agency, shall ensure that, unless provided with written consent
by the consulting tribe, information exchanged during consultation will remain confidential for the purposes of
preventing looting, vandalism, or damage to tribal cultural resources and shall not disclose third party
confidential information regarding tribal cultural resources [PRC Section 21082.3].
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Exhibit A
City of Fresno

Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction Program

Background

Senate Bill (SB) 743 changed the way transportation impact analyses are conducted under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). In accordance with SB 743, the Fresno City Council adopted the CEQA
Guidelines for Vehicle Miles Traveled Thresholds (VMT Guidelines) for the City of Fresno (City) on June
25, 2020, to address the shift from delay-based Level of Service (LOS) CEQA traffic analyses to Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT) CEQA traffic analyses. The City VMT Guidelines included standardized project
screening criteria and VMT significance thresholds for development and transportation projects, and
recommended VMT mitigation strategies. However, the implementation of SB 743 has created
challenges for development projects by triggering significant VMT impacts without clear, proven, and
feasible mitigation measures to offset such impacts. As such, the City proposed to create a VMT
Reduction Program to provide an opportunity for development projects to mitigate VMT impacts and
streamline compliance for SB 743.

VMT Reduction Program Framework

The City’s VMT Reduction Program was designed to provide a flexible, streamlined, and cost-effective
approach to mitigate VMT impacts of land use development projects through the use of the City’s
“Urban Design Calculator” (UDC) and a VMT mitigation fee.

The UDC was developed to assist development projects that trigger VMT impacts. The UDC uses design
elements of a project that have a potential to reduce project VMT and estimates total VMT reduction
due to those design elements. The City determined that the VMT Reduction Program would update the
City’s UDC using most recent research on VMT mitigation strategies. The update was primarily based on
strategies provided in the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) Greenhouse Gas
(GHG) Emissions Reduction Handbook (CAPCOA Handbook, 2021) transportation section. The UDC
would help projects reduce VMT impacts by implementing VMT reducing project design features at the
project site. In case the project results in a significant VMT impact even with UDC, the VMT Reduction
Program would allow those developments to further mitigate VMT impacts by making “fair share”
payments into the program to cover the cost of identified VMT-reducing projects in the proposed VMT
Reduction Program.

During the preparation of the VMT Reduction Program, a thorough research of local planning documents
such as the City’s Active Transportation Plan, Fresno Council of Government’s (COG) short-range and
long-range transit plan, and the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) was conducted along with available
literature of VMT mitigation strategies. The objective was to compile a list of active transportation and
transit-related infrastructure and capital improvement projects that can be funded by the program. Fees
paid towards the VMT Reduction Program will provide funding to build the top 25 most effective VMT
mitigation projects that were prioritized based on the following criteria: VMT offset provided, enhancing
connectivity, enhancing access and equity, contributions to safety, cost effectiveness, and feasibility of
implementation.



The following existing City planning documents were reviewed to identify unfunded, planned
infrastructure improvement projects within Fresno that contribute towards reducing Citywide VMT and
could be funded by the proposed program:

e  FAX Short Range Transit Plan

e FAX Long Range Transit Plan

e Fresno Council of Governments (COG) Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
e Fresno Safe Routes to School Action Plan

e Fresno Active Transportation Plan

e Fresno County Regional Trails Plan

e Southern Blackstone Avenue Smart Mobility Plan

e Highway 41+ North Corridor Complete Streets Plan

The VMT Reduction Program Map, attached, shows the proposed projects included in the program and
their approximate locations.

The VMT-reducing improvements in the program could be constructed utilizing funds collected under the
proposed VMT Reduction Program. These projects would be subject to future CEQA analysis on a
project-by-project basis as they are proposed and as the extent of impacts become known through the
design process. However, these facilities may result in impacts to the environment, and thus are the
subject of the programmatic analysis within this EIR. Additionally, it is expected that the VMT-reducing
projects identified above may be completed, and the City expects to review and update the project list
over time.
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Big Sandy Rancheria of
Western Mono Indians
Elizabeth Kipp, Chairperson
P.O. Box 337

Auberry, CA, 93602

Phone: (559) 374 - 0066
Fax: (5659) 374-0055
Ikipp@bsrnation.com

Cold Springs Rancheria of
Mono Indians

Carol Bill, Chairperson

P.O. Box 209

Tollhouse, CA, 93667
Phone: (559) 855 - 5043
Fax: (659) 855-4445
coldsprgstribe@netptc.net

Dumna Wo-Wah Tribal
Government

Robert Ledger, Chairperson
2191 West Pico Ave.
Fresno, CA, 93705

Phone: (559) 540 - 6346
ledgerrobert@ymail.com

Kings River Choinumni Farm
Tribe

Stan Alec,

3515 East Fedora Avenue
Fresno, CA, 93726

Phone: (559) 647 - 3227

North Fork Rancheria of Mono
Indians

Elaine Fink, Chairperson

P.O .Box 929

North Fork, CA, 93643

Phone: (559) 877 - 2461

Fax: (559) 877-2467
efink@nfr-nsn.gov

North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Timothy Perez,

P.O.Box 717

Linden, CA, 95236

Phone: (209) 662 - 2788
huskanam@gmail.com

IV Ol 1. 2025

Native American Heritage Commission
Tribal Consultation List

Western Mono

Mono

Foothill Yokut
Mono

Foothill Yokut

Mono

Costanoan
Northern Valley
Yokut

Fresno County
6/23/2022

North Valley Yokuts Tribe
Katherine Perez, Chairperson

P.O.Box 717 Costanoan
Linden, CA, 95236 Northern Valley
Phone: (209) 887 - 3415 Yokut

canutes@verizon.net

Picayune Rancheria of
Chukchansi Indians

Claudia Gonzales, Chairwoman
P.O. Box 2226

Oakhurst, CA, 93644

Phone: (559) 412 - 5590
cgonzales@chukchansitribe.net

Foothill Yokut

Table Mountain Rancheria

Brenda Lavell, Chairperson

P.O.Box 410 Yokut
Friant, CA, 93626

Phone: (559) 822 - 2587

Fax: (559) 822-2693

rpennell@tmr.org

Traditional Choinumni Tribe
David Alvarez, Chairperson
2415 E. Houston Avenue
Fresno, CA, 93720

Phone: (559) 217 - 0396

Fax: (559) 292-5057
davealvarez@sbcglobal.net

Foothill Yokut

Tule River Indian Tribe

Neil Peyron, Chairperson

P.O. Box 589 Yokut
Porterville, CA, 93258

Phone: (559) 781 - 4271

Fax: (559) 781-4610
neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom

Valley Band

Kenneth Woodrow, Chairperson

1179 Rock Haven Ct. Foothill Yokut
Salinas, CA, 93906 Mono

Phone: (831) 443 - 9702

kwood8934@aol.com

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of
the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list is only applicable for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed Fresno Southeast
Development Area Specific Plan Project, Fresno County.
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