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October 19, 2023 
File: 185704673 

Attention: Amanda Pease   

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 9 
 

Dear Amanda, 

Reference: Addendum to Section 106 Inventory and Evaluation Report - Endangered Species Act 
Section 7 Evaluation 

  735, 739, and 741 H Street, Fresno, California, 93721 

On behalf of the City of Fresno (City) Stantec Consulting Services Inc. (Stantec) has prepared this 
letter to request your input regarding potential effects on threatened and endangered species 
associated with proposed abatement and demolition activities and a subsequent environmental 
site assessment (ESA) at the above-referenced property (Property). The Property is addressed as 
735, 739, and 741 H Street (Assessor’s Parcel Number 467-040-23) and contains a former office and 
industrial warehouse in downtown Fresno. The abatement and demolition is being funded through 
the City’s US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grant 
(Cooperative Agreement # BF98T08001) and the assessment will be funded through the City’s 
(EPA) Brownfields Coalition Assessment Grant (Cooperative Agreement # BF-99T91201-0). 

Property Location, Description, and Development History  

The initial warehouse on the Property was completed in 1906 for Madary’s Lumber Yard, a lumber 
processing and distribution business in a centralized location in downtown Fresno, directly 
adjacent to the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks and freight yard and in an area of downtown 
that was dedicated to industrial development. The building was designed as a general 
warehouse and was utilized for a variety of industrial businesses, including lumber, plumbing, 
pesticides, produce, and other agricultural goods from 1906 to 2000. The building has been 
vacant since 2000 and the City reportedly took ownership of the Property in the early 2000’s.  
 
In August 2022, Stantec completed a Phase I environmental site assessment (ESA) for the Property.  
In December 2022, Stantec completed a Section 106 Inventory and Evaluation for the Property 
prior to abatement of hazardous building materials and demolition1. This evaluation was 
conducted prior to abatement and demolition of the Property building and reaffirmed from 
previous evaluations that the Property and building were ineligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and that there were no adverse effects anticipated for the 
proposed project.  

 
1 Stantec 2022. 735, 739, and 741 H Street Section 106 Inventory and Evaluation Report. December 
27, 2022. 
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Proposed Abatement and Demolition 

Regulated building materials will be abated from the property building in accordance with the 
Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA)2 and the City-hired contractor’s abatement and 
demolition workplan. The major scope elements of the abatement and demolition project will 
include:  

• Abatement of asbestos containing materials, lead based paint, and other hazardous building 
materials as necessary; 

• Demolition of the walls and floors of the building, and disposal/recycling of these materials; 
• Removal of the concrete floor and basement slabs/walls and either on-site crushing and 

stockpiling of materials for future use, or off-site disposal at a concrete recycling facility; 
• Removal and off-site disposal of the brick foundations; and, 

Abatement and demolition activities will occur in 1Q23 (Fall of 2023) and will occur prior to proposed 
assessment activities described below.  

Proposed Assessment 

We plan to conduct a limited Phase II ESAto assess a recognized environmental condition identified 
during the Phase I ESA – namely the historic use of the portion of the building with historic addresses 
of 737-739 H Street (“Area C”) by the building by California Spray Chemical Corporation from 1931-
1947 as a pesticide storage and distribution warehouse.  Due to the toxicity of these materials, there 
is potential for even minor releases (such as through cracks in the floor) to have resulted in significant 
releases to the environment through the basement floor.  Environmental testing will be focused on 
this area of the building once it is demolished. The environmental sampling will consist of: 

• Using 2-inch diameter borings across the Property to collect soil samples from soil underlying 
the floor of the building (once removed); 

• Samples will be collected from depths approximately 10-15 feet below the ground surface; 
and, 

• Samples will be analyzed for pesticides. 

 
2 Stantec 2023. Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives, 735, 739, and 741 H Street, Fresno, 
California. March 23, 2023. 
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The proposed sampling will require approximately one week to complete.  The scope of work is still 
being refined but will be provided in a Sampling and Analysis Plan (SAP) that is in preparation and 
which will be submitted to EPA for review and approval prior to performing the work. 

Assessment activities are anticipated to occur in late 1Q23 or 2Q23 (Winter of 2023/2024). 

Endangered Species Presence 

A search was conducted on the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information, Planning, and 
Conservation (IPaC) system for threatened, endangered, and candidate species, and critical 
habitat on the Property.  The IPaC system identified five (5) threatened or endangered species that 
may be present in the Property vicinity (Attachment A). These include the Fresno Kangaroo Rat, the 
San Joaquin Kit Fox, the Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard, the California Tiger Salamander, and the Vernal 
Pool Fairy Shrimp.  The IPaC system did not identify critical habitats on or near the Property.  Based 
on the habitat requirements of the listed species, and the land use and development on and 
surrounding the Property, the species identified would not be expected to be present on the 
Property and the investigation scope described above is not anticipated to impact threatened and 
endangered (T&E) species, or non-T&E species.   

Conclusions 

Based on the habitat requirements of the listed species identified as potentially present in the 
Property vicinity, and the lack of critical habitat at the Property, the identified species is not be 
expected to be present at the Property.  No affects to threatened, endangered, or candidate 
species or critical habitat is expected to occur from abatement, demolition and/or assessment 
activities. 
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Please let us know if you have any concerns about these proposed activities. 

Regards, 

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

Graeme Taylor 
Project Manager 
601 SW Second Avenue 
Suite 1400 
Portland, OR  97204-3128 
Graeme.Taylor@stantec.com 
Direct: (503) 273-0071 
 
Attachment A: IPaC Resource List 
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Attachment A: IPaC Resource List 
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