
CITY OF FRESNO – STANDARD ADU PROGRAM  
SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS  

 
Choose a Plan:  
Plan 1 “347 s.f.”– (Template #: 22-TADU-001)  
Plan 2 “514 s.f.”- (Template #: 22-TADU-002) 
Plan 3 “633 s.f.”- (Template #: 22-TADU-003) 
Plan 4 “633 s.f.” over Garage - (Template #: 22-TADU-004) 
Plan 5 “1015 s.f.” - (Template #: 22-TADU-005) 
 
How to apply for a City of Fresno ADU “The Process”:  

• Review City of Fresno ADU Program Pamphlet for eligibility requirements and ADU 
model/elevation selection.  

• Apply for a Building Permit through the City of Fresno Citizen Access Permitting Portal. 
Note: A free account must be created prior to submittal - 
https://lmsaca.fresno.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx 

• Select “Residential” under “Residential Permits” Category.  
o Complete Application  
o Answer Yes on – “Is this an ADU”? “Is this a Standard Plan ADU”? 
o Enter Standard ADU record number (i.e., 22-TADU-###) for desired Floor Plan 
o Upload Site Plan clearly showing location and orientation of the ADU on the 

property. See ADU Submittal Requirement Checklist for more information.  
o Submit Application 

• The initial plan check process will take approximately 7 business days after the 
application has moved forward into review.  

• Provide School Fee Form from your areas School District 

• Once the plans are approved a building permit will be issued.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lmsaca.fresno.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx


Located in Fresno City limits

In a zone district that allows residential 
uses or has an existing residence

Has adequate space for setbacks 
and separations for fire and safety

Has access to utilities

Designed similar to the primary home
(if visible from the street in an architecturally

or historically significant area)

Requirements

Review & Fees* Estimated Cost

Plans
FREE

Plan Check

Building Permit Up to $1,660

School Impact Fee varies by district

*Provided as an estimate; other departments and agencies 
may have applicable fees; fees are subject to change and 
will be calculated upon submission of an application.

Site Plan Example

The Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Program 
offers five (5) free pre-approved plans 
(construction drawings), with a variety of 
sizes and styles that will match the diversity 
of Fresno’s neighborhoods and the needs of 
households throughout the city. These plans 
will help reduce the cost of building your ADU!

QUICK START GUIDEQUICK START GUIDE

for free pre-approved plans

aduadu
City of Fresno

email: adu@fresno.gov
phone: 559.621.8077

web: www.fresno.gov/adu

Visit www.fresno.gov/adu
for step-by-step tutorials 
and other information.

Completed applications take 
approx. 14 days to review 3

Apply for a Building Permit at 
www.fresno.gov/permit-apply2

Select a pre-approved plan1

Apply for a Permit



*Plan #3 shown below

Gable

Craftsman

Contemporary

Five (5) free pre-approved plans 
available in three (3) exterior styles.
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Plan #3 | 25’x25’ | 1-2 bed 1 bath | 625 sq. ft.
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Plan #4 | 25’x25’ (33’ w/deck) | 1-2 bed 1 bath
Plan 3 over garage | ADU: 625 sq. ft 

Garage: 625 sq. ft
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Plan #5 | 41’x26’ | 3 bed 2 bath | 1,015 sq. ft.

E - Entry
K - Kitchen
L - Living Room

Bd - Bedroom
Ba - Bathroom
C - Closet/Storage
W - Washer/Dryer

View complete plans at
www.fresno.gov/adu

Note: dimensions are approximate

Optional

Optional
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07.12.22 

2600 Fresno Street, Room 3043 
Fresno, California 93721-3604  (559) 
(559) 621-8003 
www.fresno.gov 

 

Planning and Development Department 
Charles Clark, MBA, CBO 

Building Services Manager 
 

 

City of Fresno’s ADU Program Requirements 
***PLEASE READ CAREFULLY*** 

To facilitate the process, make sure that all the requirements are shown on the plot plan 

(Indicated in Red) 

Plot plan should be drawn to scale.  Make sure to indicate the scale on the plot plan.  

Provide North Arrow.  

Provide accurate shape and dimensions of the entire property.  Property lines should be 
drawn in a solid black line.  

Indicate any public or private roads, access easement and/or driveway locations.  

Indicate the size, dimensions, and location of all new and existing structures on the property.  
Label buildings (i.e. Existing House, Existing Garage, Proposed ADU).  

Make sure to identify the distance from property lines and other structures.  

Make sure to identify which pre-approved plan you are proposing and design elevation 
option. 

The required surface drainage away from the proposed ADU must meet the following 
requirements:  

Lot shall be graded to drain water away from all foundations at a slope of 5% within 10 
feet of the building. (CRC section R401.3) 

Impervious surfaces within 10’ of the building foundation shall slope a minimum of 2% 
away from building. 

All site grading outside of the building envelope is required to be a minimum of 0.5% 
directed towards the street. 

A swale is required along the side yards, and if the swale is located less than 10 feet 
from the building, an onsite drainage system or landscape drains must be show and 
installed.  

Indicate the locations and sizes of the existing electrical service, water line/meter, sewer line, 
and gas meter that serve the existing home.  

Indicate location of the new water line, sewer line, and gas line.  

The proposed ADU requires that a minimum 1 ¼” gas service be installed and ran 
from the existing meter location to the point of connection to the ADU residence.  
Indicate as such, or show a new service installed from the utility main.    

Show the location and size of the new electrical service for the proposed ADU and indicate 
whether it is to be connected to a new or existing electrical service supply.   

Note: Minimum 200-amp main electrical service panel is required if utilizing the 
existing service.    
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Plan: 22-TADU-______________
Style:_______________________

Proposed ADU
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Plan: 22-TADU-______________
Style:_______________________





City of 
~n~~ ... ~,11?. 
rn• -..1;-;a~~ 
Planning and Development Department 
Building and Safety Services Division 

Project Address -------------------

Permit No. ----------------------

APPLICATION TYPE: BLDG ELEC 

DRAW DOWN ACCT NO. 

PLBG 

CREDIT CARD 

MECH 

ACCT NAME 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

WORKERS COMPENSATION 

GRAD OTHER ----- -

Section 3800 of the State Labor Code provides that every county or city which requires issuance of a permit as a condition precedent 
to the construction, alteration, improvement, demolition, or repair of any building or structure shall require that each applicant for 
permit have on file with the City of Fresno: 
(Please initial as applies below) 

__ A valid Certificate of Workers ' Compensation Insurance or, 

__ A signed statement ofa Firm Without Employees or, 

__ A Certificate of Consent to self-insure by the Director of Industrial Relations. 

EXCLUSIONS 
(Please initial as applies below) 

__ Permits for work costing $100.00 or less. 

__ Applicants for permits who sign the following certifications: 
"I certify that in the performance of the work for which this permit is issued I shall not employ any person in any manner so 
as to become subject to the Workers ' Compensation Laws of California." 

If after signing this certificate, the applicant desires to employ any person for work covered by this permit, the applicant must obtain 
Workers' Compensation Insurance as required by Section 3700 of the State Labor Code, or this permit shall be deemed revoked. 

CA CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE NO. 
I hereby affirm under penalty of perjury that I am licensed under provisions or Chapter 9 of Division 3 of the Business and 
Professions Code, and my license is in full force and effect. 

EXEMPTION FROM STATE REQUIRED LICENSING 
(Please initial llS llpplies below) 

__ I am the owner of the property addressed on the subject permit application. The building or improving of structures hereon, 
or appurtenances thereto, will be done by myself or through my own employees with wages as their sole compensation. The 
structure or structures, with or without the appurtenances thereto, is not intended to be and will not be offered for sale within 
one year after completion of same (B&P Code Section 7044). 

__ As owner of the property the building or improving structures or appurtenances thereto will be contracted with licensed 
contractors. (B&P Code Section 7044) 

__ Aggregate total of the contracts is not more than $500.00 for labor, materials, and all other work. (B&P Code Section 7048) 

__ I am a licensed architect, engineer, or structural pest control operator within the scope of my license. (B&P Section 7051) 

Print Firm Name: --------------------------

HAZARDOUS WASTE AND SUBSTANCE SITES 
I declare that I have made application for a permit to develop property at Fresno California. I have consulted the list of Hazardous 
Waste and Substance Sites developed by the State Office of Planning and Research pursuant to GC Section 65962.5. 
(Please initial as applies below) 

__ I have determined that the said property is not included on a list compiled pursuant to this section . 

__ I have determined that the said property is included on a list compiled pursuant to this section. 

I further declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the foregoing is true and correct. 

PRJNTNAME _____ ________________ DATE _____________ _ 

SIGNATURE _ _ __________________ PHONE NUMBER __________ _ 

Staff Initials --------
RECORD COPY Updated 9/02/14 
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