FIRE HYDRANT USE

These photos depict illegal fire hydrant use. If water is needed
from a Fresno City hydrant, users are required to pick up a
travel meter from the Water Division and install it on the
hydrant. The user then pays for the water used. lllegal use of a
hydrant can result in a fine of $500 or more. The following are
examples of illegal use. (Call 621-5300 for information.)

# #1: A user installed this Madera meter on a Fresno
hydrant. A backflow device was also added. There was
new construction in the area.

 #2: User hooked up a fire hose to a neighborhood

hydrant to fill a swimming pool.

#3: User installed this City of Fowler meter on a Fresno

City hydrant for construction purposes.

T #4: User installed this City of Clovis meter for new
construction.

# #b: User installed this hose to get water for
construction of a wall.
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Fresno Municipal Code Chapter 6, Article 5, SEC. 6-534. USE OF
FIRE HYDRANTS REGULATED.

(a) When it is necessary to use water temporarily in connection with any
type of construction or other operation at a place where the supply is
inadequate for such purposes, application may be made to the Water
Division for a permit to use water from a fire hydrant.

(b) No person other than a duly authorized employee of the city shall use
water from, or connect any apparatus to, a fire hydrant without first obtaining
a permit from the Water Division and securely attaching such permit to the
fire hydrant at a conspicuous place near the point of connection.

(c) Each permit shall specify the fire hydrant or hydrants authorized to be e
used and no person shall attach such permit to any other hydrant, nor shall
any person remove, obliterate, deface, or obscure any permit.

(d) No person other than a duly authorized employee of the city shall attach
to the operating stem or cap of a fire hydrant any wrench or tool that is not
approved by the Water Division for use on fire hydrants.

(e) Any permit, wrench, connecting apparatus, valve, hose, or other
apparatus attached to a fire hydrant in violation of this section shall be
subject to removal and confiscation by the city.

(f) The applicable water rate, determined as specified in Section 6-504, shall
be doubled for water used in violation of this section, subject to the minimum
charge designated in the Master Fee Resolution. No permit or additional
permit shall be issued to any person who is in violation of this section until all
such charaes have been paid.
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FIRE HYDRANT EXAMPLES

A fire hydrant (also known colloquially as a fire

plug in the United States or as a johnny pump in
New York City), is an active fire protection measure,
and a source of water provided in most urban,
suburban and rural areas with municipal water service
to enable firefighters to tap into the municipal water
supply to assist in extinguishing a fire.

The concept of fire plugs dates to at least the 1600s.
This was a time when firefighters responding to a call
would dig down to the water mains and hastily bore a
hole to secure water to fight fires via bucket brigades

] AVK Fire Hydrant

or, later, via hand pumped fire engines. The holes were then plugged w1th stoppers which over time came
to be known as fire plugs. This is the source of the colloquial term fire plug still used for fire hydrants
today. After the Great Fire of London in 1666, the city installed water mains with holes drilled at intervals,
equipped with risers, allowing an access point to the wooden fire plugs from street level.

It has been claimed that Birdsill Holly invented the fire hydrant, but his 1869 design was preceded by many
other patents for fire hydrants, and a number of these earlier designs were produced and successfully
marketed. Numerous wooden cased fire hydrant designs existed prior to the development of the familiar
cast iron hydrant. Although the development of the first above ground hydrant in the USA traces back to
Philadelphia in 1803, underground fire hydrants — common in parts of Europe and Asia — have existed
since the 1700s. (From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire hydrant.)
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Left are
examples of
some fire
hydrants
which have
been installed
around
Fresno.

-- lllustrations
by Doug
Hansen



FIRE HYDRANT INSTALLATION

In August 2007, Water Division employees
installed a fire hydrant at McKinley and
Clark Streets near Blackstone.






