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1. INTRODUCTION,

BACKGROUND, AND PURPOSE

Introduction

The Fancher Creek Trail Plan (“Plan”) is a project initiated by the City of Fresno to study

a trail that generally conforms to Caltrans Class | Bike Path standards along the

Fancher Creek Canal through southeast Fresno. In an area that is rapidly

redeveloping, this project represents a unique opportunity for the City to develop an

active transportation spine that will connect to the City’s existing and planned active

transportation and transit network, as well as schools, parks, shopping, and other

important neighborhood destinations.

The planned trail is approximately 6.6 miles
running from the intersection of Jensen Avenue
and Church Avenue on the southwest end of the
canal to Temperance Avenue, on the northwest
end of the canal. The trail will be an important
part of this neighborhood’s transformation. The
proposed trail will provide a comfortable, safe,
and centrally located trail that serves both
recreation and transportation purposes. For a
map of the trail location, see Figure 1.

This is a feasibility study, funded by a Caltrans
Sustainable Communities grant and intended to
make the City more competitive for grant funding
from programs such as the Active Transportation
Program and Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality Improvement Program.

“Class | Bikeway” vs. “Trail”

The term Class | Bikeway
refers to the Caltrans official
terminology for off-street
paths. These paths serve
people who bike and people
who walk, and are used as
the equivalent of a paved
trail.

This plan refers to the
Fancher Creek Trail as a
Class | Bikeway to comply
with state-used terminology.

Additionally, the Plan aims to create and strengthen existing inter-jurisdictional and
community relationships that will be vital to the long-term maintenance of the facility.
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To that end, the Plan included broad public engagement as well as meetings with
partnering agencies, including staff from Council District 5, County of Fresno, Friends of
Fancher Creek, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Fresno Irrigation

District (FID), water companies, and the community to build support and develop a
unified vision for the trail.

The Plan was initiated in Summer 2022 and will be completed by Winter 2022/2023.
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Plan Organization

The Fancher Creek Trail Plan will guide the City’s work going forward, providing a
conceptual alignment, and funding strategies to implement the trail. This Master Plan
document also includes planning level cost estimates and right-of-way acquisition,
along with information on funding resources and implementation sequencing. The
Plan is organized as follows:

Chapter I1: Introduction

This chapter examines past and present plans and projects relevant to this Plan.

Chapter 2: Community Input

This chapter summarizes the engagement plan, activities, and input received from the
community.

Chapter 3: Proposed Trail Alignment and Segments

This chapter provides an illustrative overview of each of the nine trail segments,
including photos of existing conditions and a bulleted list of typical design
improvements, including crossing treatments, access points, connections to transit,
and amenities like wayfinding and landscaping. It also includes Opinions of Probable
Cost and Right of Way analyses.

Chapter 4: Design Considerations

This chapter discusses relevant design guidance and strategies. Elements covered
include trail width and cross-sections, FID requirements, signage, and trail amenities
and furnishings.

Chapter 5: Implementation Strategy

This chapter provides an overview of funding opportunities for various aspects of the
trail design and trail location, as well as phasing and implementation strategies to
help the City move rapidly to secure grant funding for engineering, acquisition, and
construction.

Appendices
The appendices provide supporting information on individual chapters, including
maps, tables and reports, images and design plans.
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Project Purpose and Need

PROJECT HISTORY

In 2001, the City of Fresno commissioned the Fancher Creek Parkway Concept Plan to
develop a vision for the development of the Fancher Creek corridor through southeast
Fresno. That plan identifies high level goals and objectives for the development of
Fancher Creek, and divides Fancher Creek into four thematic program zones (zones 1
and 2 cover the project area for this Plan, the others are farther to the east) and
identifies gateways, recreation areas, landscape enhancements and various new
facilities for each zone. Conceptual plans were provided for each zone. It also lists
permitting agencies to engage in the construction of the trail.

The other plan most relevant to the Fancher Creek Trail is the

(2017). The concept of a trail along the canal banks was included
in the guidelines, as well as bicycle network connections to the trail at major crossings,
such as Tulare Street and Kings Canyon Road. The Trail Design Guidelines include
standardized trail designs, facilities, amenities, and designs across Fresno. Examples
of subjects of these guidelines include wayfinding, fencing and railings, and bicycle
and pedestrian bridges. These guidelines will assist the City in ensuring that its trails
are following the Class | Bike Path standards as described in Chapter 1000 of the
Caltrans Highway Design Manual.

The City also passed political directives that complemented previous plans to set the
Trail's realization in motion. In 2018, the City of Fresno passed the Fancher Creek Parkway
Act, which directs staff to review, update, and finalize the 2001 Fancher Creek Parkway
Concept Plan. This led to the creation of Fancher Creek Advisory Committee and the
Friends of Fancher Creek and directs relevant municipal agencies to be part of Parkway
planning and implementation. Another motion, the 2018 Master Trails Agreement with
Fresno Irrigation District, furthers the City’s efforts to plan trails along canals like the
Fancher Creek Canal. The Master Trails Agreement allows the City to determine if the
Concept Plan would require General Plan amendments or rezoning. City staff also
conducted outreach to private property owners whose buildings would be near the
proposed Trail's footprint.
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The long-term vision for Fancher Creek also includes establishing the Fancher Creek
Parkway through riverine and natural refuge area restoration. A parallel planning effort
is being pursued, known as the Fancher Creek Parkway Restoration Plan. The objective
of the restoration plan is to develop a plan and construction documents to protect,
restore and improve the existing riverine habitat within and adjacent to the creek. This
plan will cover an approximately 5.3-mile stretch of Fancher Creek from Jensen to
Temperance Avenues with a focus on bankside restoration/stabilization, identification
of native and invasive plant species, required interjurisdictional agreements/permits
and identification of operations and maintenance funding. The Parkway Restoration
Plan does not fund trail plans, so no duplication will occur.

RELEVANT PLANS AND PROJECTS

Understanding how other relevant plans and projects reference the Fancher Creek
Trail builds an understanding of how important this trail connection is in a local,
county, and state context. Numerous plans and projects were reviewed to gain an
understanding of their relevance to Fancher Creek. In addition to the documents
mentioned above, other important documents relevant to the history of the Fancher

Creek include:

- Fancher Creek Town Center (2019): Conceptual transit-oriented development
(TOD) Master Plan that focuses on the development of 180 units of affordable
housing for seniors. (See Figure 2.)

- Travel by Trail, Fresno! Trail Network Wayfinding, Promotion and Connectivity
Plan (2022): Wayfinding Plan to knit together the City’s trails and transit
network.

- City of Fresno Active Transportation Plan (ATP) (2017): The ATP proposes a
long-term, comprehensive network of bikeways, trails, and sidewalks. It also
identifies a priority network of bikeways and pedestrian areas to focus on in
the near-term.

- Master Trails Agreement with Fresno Irrigation District (2018): Directs/initiates
City staff to review and analyze the draft Fancher Creek Parkway Concept Plan
to prepare proposed updates. Since the Concept Plan was adopted by City

Council in 2018, the area has experienced significant growth and change.
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These planning documents and relevant projects indicate an interest in the Fancher
Creek corridor for active transportation and recreation. This Plan builds on these past
plans and parallel planning efforts. For a list of other relevant plans, see Appendix C:
Fancher Creek Plan and Policy Review Memo.
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Figure 2. Fancher Creek Town Center Master Plan (2019)

Fancher Creek Characteristics

Fancher Creek (Canal) originates in the Sierra Nevada foothills of Fresno County and
flows southwest through the County of Fresno and City of Fresno for approximately 25
miles, originally ending in a wide floodplain of alluvial deposits. Today, the canal joins
the Central No. 23 and Washington Colony canals northeast of the intersection of
Clovis and Church Avenues. Though considered a natural channel, Fancher Creek is
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bounded by levees that were constructed and are maintained by the FID, primarily
west of Temperance Avenue, to convey water for agricultural irrigation and industrial
uses. These levees vary in width from 15-30 feet and are present on most but not all
sides of the canal. Vegetation along the canal is typically scant to non-existent,
except for the segment of the project area owned by the County of Fresno. There are
some short segments of formal trail along stretches of the canal, and informal public
use of the canal banks was observed along most other stretches.!

There are also a number of flood control structures within the project areq, operated
by the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (FMFCD). These include the Fancher
Creek Reservoir, the Fancher Creek Flood Basin, and the

.2 These structures highlight the
importance of water management in the areaq, both for the agricultural landscapes
that once existed there, and the current urban development. Land near these
structures, while fenced and devoid of plantings, do provide open space (albeit
unusable to the public) and vistas. While not abundant, wildlife is drawn to the water
and can be observed along some stretches of the canal. The Fresno County Bridle Trail
(County of Fresno jurisdiction, between Kings Canyon Road and Butler Roads) features
large existing trees, shade, and quiet, which make for a lovely walk, even in high
temperatures. The Fancher Creek Canal, while utilitarian in character today, has the
potential to be a special part of the urban landscape when a trail is developed along
its banks.

HOW THIS TRAIL WILL BENEFIT FRESNO

Trails have increasingly become assets for communities. Cities and towns across the
nation are building trails along stream valleys, active and abandoned railroad lines,
through central business districts and college campuses, all to benefit mobility,

economic vitality, and community well-being.

' Fancher Creek Draft Concept Plan (2001) City of Fresno.
2
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The benefits of trails are well known and have been documented by the Rails-to-Trails

Conservancy.® Some key benefits that the Fancher Creek Trail will offer are described

in the table below.

Table 1. Benefits of the Fancher Creek Trail

Health

Transportation and
Livability

Economy and
revitalization

Conservation and

the environment

Community
Identity

The trail will provide a recreational amenity that connects
parks and schools, providing opportunities for families and
people of all ages and abilities (AAA) to enjoy. Trails can also
reap mental and physical health benefits

The proposed alignment offers a low stress off-road trail
facility. It will connect to the existing and planned bicycle
network, expanding the reach of both networks. The trail will
provide active transportation options for students, their
parents, and caregivers at several elementary, middle, and
high schools, as well as residents with limited transportation
means, including residents living in senior housing under
construction near Fancher Creek Town Center. The trail will
also connect to existing Fresno Area Express (FAX) transit lines
and a future FAX transit center.

The trail connects to existing shopping areas and the planned
Fancher Creek Town Center, as well as existing city facilities
and a future transit station. Walkable and bicycle friendly
communities attract new residents, customers, and
businesses to the City.

The Fancher Creek Parkway Restoration Plan will enhance the
creek. Development of the trail can help dedicate space for
plantings and trees.

When constructed, this trail will be the second longest Class |
Bikeway facilities in Fresno, providing the community with an
important asset to be proud of.
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FRESNO AND STUDY AREA DEMOGRAPHICS

The Plan area includes a high concentration of disadvantaged communities. Fancher
Creek from Jensen to Temperance is located across five Census tracts. Combined,
these tracts are home to 23,207 residents. Three of the five tracts are identified as
census tracts with disadvantaged communities.® At the tract level, all median
individual incomes are lower than the citywide median income of $43,124.6 One tract is
considered severely income disadvantaged ($22,267 MHI).

Within the Plan areaq, the population of children (17 and under) ranges from 27 percent
to 37 percent, while those over the age of 65 range from 6 percent to 13 percent. This
represents a high concentration of ages that may rely on non-automobile
infrastructure, such as trails, to

Other
travel. Furthermore, children and 10%

Hispanic or
Latino (of

the elderly are more sensitive
any race)

and more susceptible to Asian 48%
particulate matter in the air, as 02'3';9—\
recognized by the National
: 7
Center for Biotechnology.’ The Ammerican
Plan area is also home to a I
. . Alaska
diverse population. Over 40 Native alone Native
. . . 1% il
percent identify as Latinx and Hawaiian
. . Black or and Other
over 20 percent identify as African Pacific
Asian-American. See Figure 3. American White Islander
alone alone alone
4% 20% 0%

Figure 3. Race and ethnicity demographics in the City of
Fresno. Source: US Census Bureau

4 Census tracts 14.12,14.11, 30.03, 14.09, and 14.16, from the 2020 5-year American Community Survey.

® SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities. SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities 2022 (arcgis.com)

6 US Census Bureau 2020 5-year ACS data

7 Who's at risk? Gauging Susceptibility to Air Pollutants, Environmental Health Perspectives. Accessed via
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3080959/
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CalEnviroS 4.0 i h that th o
arEnvirosereen 4.5 Mapping Shows thatthe — pates of pollution in Fresno:

project area residents bear a high pollution

burden percentile, with two census tracts in A.sthma:
N ) . ) higher than 80-89% of other tracts
the 85™ percentile statewide. See Figure 4. statewide.

Rates of asthma are higher than 80-89 .
Exposure to particulate matter:

higher than 96% of areas
surprising given that exposure to particulate statewide.

percent of other tracts statewide, which is not

matter is higher than 96 percent of areas . .
Rates of cardiovascular disease:

statewide. Rates of cardiovascular disease 57% - 72% higher than other tracts.

range from 57 percent to 72 percent higher
than other Census tracts in the state.

Pollution Burden

Percentile

. >90-100
Iy -80-9
- >70-80
- > 60-70

. = 50-60
h >40-50

B =30-40

=20-30

Figure 4. Cal EnviroScreen 4.0. Project area tracts are outlined in red.
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Project Area Characteristics

The Fancher Creek area has a range of characteristics that present opportunities,
related to transportation connectivity, current land uses, the natural area and open

spaces, and infrastructure and utilities to tie in the trail.

CONNECTIVITY

Currently there are existing bike lanes and short segments of the trail throughout the
Plan area (see Figure 5 for map and Figures 6-12 for field work photos). Existing bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure, such as Class | Bike Paths and shared use paths, help
expand the reach of the Fancher Creek Trail. Existing Class | Bike Paths (trails that

accommodate both bicyclists and pedestrians) include:

-+ Aneighborhood connection on the east/south side of the canal to Church Ave
at Waldby Avenue.

+ A neighborhood connection from Claremont Avenue/ lowa Avenue from the
canal to Tulare Avenue.

Existing shared use path opportunities include:

- Trail access from the east side of the canal from Kings Canyon Road to
railroad tracks.
+  Planned and/or existing Class | and Class Il Bike Paths are present at all canal

crossings.®

Other existing bikeway facilities contribute to connectivity.

shows many of these existing facilities on roadways
(defined as having higher vehicle volumes and speeds). However, very few of these
are connected. The ATP's proposed network includes bikeways (Class | Bike Paths and

Class Il bike lanes) on all the maijor streets in the areq, including:

+ East-west streets: Tulare Avenue, Kings Canyon Road, Butler Avenue, Church

Avenue, and Jensen Avenue.

82017 City of Fresno Active Transportation Plan. (2017). City of Fresno.
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« North-south streets: Chestnut Avenue, Willow Avenue, Peach Avenue, Clovis

Avenue, and Fowler Avenue.

Additional opportunities align with other modal improvements, such as improving the
connection to/providing a gateway at Kings Canyon Road, which is slated to
transform into a key mixed-use transportation corridor. FAX Transit lines 1 (Bus Rapid
Transit) and 22 connect to the north end of the proposed trail alignment via Tulare
Avenue, Kings Canyon Road, Clovis Avenue, and Fowler Avenue, creating the potential
for first/last mile connections to the trail. There is also the potential for a proposed

alignment to connect to a bus transfer point/transit node at Clovis Avenue.

LAND USE: SCHOOLS AND PARKS

The proximity of the proposed Fancher Creek Trail to schools is critical for providing a
safe off-street route for students and their families to walk and bike to school. There
are multiple schools in the area within one mile of the trail, including:

Eight elementary schools:

+ Easterby Elementary + Ayer Elementary

+ Fancher Creek Elementary + Greenberg Elementary
+ Storey Elementary * Herrera Elementary

+ John S. Walsh Elementary + Aynesworth Elementary

Three secondary schools:

«  Phoenix Secondary School
« Terronez Middle School
+ Sunnyside High School

There are a number of parks within 1.5 miles of the trail; all are small with the exception
of Al Radka Park. Parks include:

« Al Radka Park + Calwa Recreation and Park District

+ Trolley Creek Park + Sunnyside Park

+ Sunnyside Park  Storey Elementary Blacktop

+ Mosqueta Bike Park Playground

+ Ramirez Soccer Field + South Sunnyside Granville Greenpark
+ Pilibos Soccer Park +  Willow Balch Park

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | 14
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LAND USE: DEVELOPMENT

Many vacant parcels in the Plan area are slated for development. The trail alignment
travels adjacent to several of these parcels. Some developments have or are installing
trail connections along the canal.

The planned Fancher Creek Development overlaps with the northwest portion of the
Plan area. The Fancher Creek Town Center Plan calls for 180 units of affordable
housing for seniors east of Clovis Avenue, straddling either side of Tulare Avenue. The
Town Center Plan also includes a transit node and retail center.

LANDSCAPING, COMFORT, AND AESTHETICS

Multiple areas along or near Fancher Creek are zoned as Open Space. These areas
offer potential opportunities for trail amenities, parking areas, and to provide direct
access to nature, in addition to low-impact public recreation uses and/or landscaped
space in an area deficient of green space for people to enjoy. These areas are:

- A wide bank on the east side of the canal between the railroad and Church
Avenue.
« The area between Fowler Avenue and Sunnyside Avenue.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES
Currently, there is a pedestrian bridge near the intersection of Church Avenue and
Evelyn Avenue. This existing pedestrian bridge at the canal bend, approximately 23

feet in width and 55 feet in length, offers a canal crossing opportunity.
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LEGEND

=== Fancher Creek e Existing Fresno County Shared-use Path 0 05 im @

] Unincorporated Areas === Existing Class | Bike Path*

. Canal Flow Control Structure === Proposed Class | Bike Path (City of Fresno ATP)*

i Rail - Existing Class Il Bike Lane*

- FAX Bus Routes* "~ Proposed Class Il Bike Lane (City of Fresno ATP)*

O FAX Bus Stops* o Canal Crossing at Vehicular Road
Potential Trail Entrance / Amenity Area / Gateway
X Railroad Crossing

*For graphic clarity, not all existing and proposed bus routes/stops, and class | and Il bike paths are shown.

Figure 5. Multimodal Connectivity Opportunities
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Design Constraints

Elements that pose constraint on the proposed alignment range from space and
ownership issues to connections and circulation, landscaping, comfort, and aesthetics,
and infrastructure and utilities. Figures 6-11 illustrate various design constraints along

the proposed trail. Specific major constraints are:

«  FID requires full access to one side of the canal.

«  FID requires a minimum 20-foot setback from edge of the canal bank.

- Lack of existing trees/shade/vegetation result in hot and dusty conditions, as
shown in Figure 6.

+ Canal crossings at roadways, some with constrained space, and all lacking
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, as shown in Figure 7.

+ Some segments have canal banks that are narrow or not accessible at all due

to private property and/or encroachments, as shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8. Example of private 7 Figure 9. Example of FID structure
property/encroachment
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Figure 10. Railroad crossing of canal Figure 11. Fresno County Bridle Trail with large
shade trees

SPACE CONSTRAINTS AND OWNERSHIP ISSUES

FID owns most of the channel and levee system and holds easements along the canal
for maintenance. FID requires full access to one side of the canal to carry out
maintenance activities, which involves the use of large equipment. FID also requires a
minimum 20-foot setback from the hinge point (edge of the canal bank) for both the
trail and any trees or landscaping.

The trail alignment travels adjacent to private properties and individual homes
(typically backyards) causing ownership issues and encroachment into the right of
way (ROW). Today, the canal ROW and private property are often separated by a
fence or wall, in the case of subdivisions. Private property owners/homeowners who
may be impacted by the project will need to be consulted and engaged as the City
selects a final alignment.

Additionally, some segments of the canal have narrow (15 feet wide) or extremely
narrow banks (less than 15 feet wide) widths, which limits both FID access and the
ability to co-locate the trail on the same bank. Some segments with extremely
narrower ROW have no usable bank. Other segments have encroachments like fences

and vegetation.
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LAND USE: DEVELOPMENT

The maijority of Fancher Creek and the study area is within the City of Fresno. However,
the canal between the rail corridor and Huntington Avenue falls within unincorporated
Fresno County. Collaboration between the City and the County is needed to ensure a
consistent trail experience across boundaries. The trail alignment travels adjacent to
parcels that are slated for new development. Some developments have or are
installing trail along the canal. Future developers will need to be consulted and
engaged early in the planning process to achieve the optimal trail design.

CONNECTIONS AND CIRCULATION

Currently, there is no bicycle or pedestrian infrastructure at crossings and
intersections along canal. Additionally, there is no wayfinding or navigational signage
at/along existing canal shared use paths.

LANDSCAPING, COMFORT, AND AESTHETICS

Landscaping is an important element to a pleasant trail experience. Currently, there is
a lack of trees, shade, and vegetation between Tulare Avenue and Kings Canyon
Road, and between the railroad and Jensen Avenue. Further, the existing trees and

vegetation may need to be removed to accommodate a shared use path in the ROW.

No new trees or vegetation are permitted on canal banks within 20 feet of the bank
edge, and there are potential landscaping restrictions given that canal water cannot
be used for irrigation purposes. Note that erosion mitigation will need to be addressed
with all proposed alignments/conceptual designs.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES

Several flow structures are placed along the extents of the canal, which require FID
access, as shown in Figure 8, above. Maintaining FID access may constrain alignment
solutions in these areas. Additionally, the structures in the canals, such as trash
collectors and wires, can be dangerous and may warrant warning signing and/or
fencing. An existing well, an FID staging area, and an FID easement are located on the
northeast corner of Church Avenue and Peach Avenue. This will make an alignment on
the east side of the canal in this area challenging. There is also an existing rail
crossing at the canal between Butler Avenue and Church Avenue, which will may

require a grade-separated crossing.
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CHAPTER 2

Community Input

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | 21



DRAFT

2. COMMUNITY INPUT

Key Stakeholders and Groups

The Fancher Creek Trail Plan leveraged the local and regional expertise of key
government stakeholders, community members, and affinity groups serving in the
Plan Area. Community members and stakeholders were invited to online virtual
meetings and in-person events to provide their feedback and comments and were
influential in shaping amenities at the trail, right of way feasibility, and local
connections.

The list below outlines key stakeholders and groups involved in the Plan’s
development and a brief description of their role in the Plan.

Caltrans

As the grantee of the Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program, Caltrans
played a significant role in the Plan’s development and the assignment of the City of
Fresno's responsibilities. Caltrans served as a team member in the Plan’s Steering
Committee and oversaw the Plan’s development.

Friends of Fancher Creek

The Friends of Fancher Creek is a five-member council appointed by City of Fresno’s
City Council District 5 to represent and guide the design, amenities, and
improvements to the Fancher Creek Trail.

Fresno Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

This committee advises the City on active transportation matters. BPAC members
were invited and participated in project meetings and provided input throughout the
process.

Fresno Irrigation District
The Fresno Irrigation District (FID) manages ground and surface water and delivers
water to Fresno County’s agricultural and urban areas. As the Fancher Creek Trail will
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be built on FID owned ROW, FID was instrumental in the Plan’s development and
providing recommendations that would realize this amenity while preserving their
operations. FID staff were engaged early in the design process.

Fresno City Council District 5

Fresno City Council District 5 represents the communities along the Fancher Creek
Trail. Council District 5 assisted the Plan Team in providing recommendations for
community engagement opportunities. Staff also lent their local expertise in the Plan’s

Existing Conditions and Needs Analysis.

Fresno Unified School District
The Fresno Unified School District oversees public schools in neighborhoods near the
Fancher Creek Trail. The School District was an invaluable partner in analyzing how

students and parents travel to and from school.

County of Fresno
The County of Fresno holds jurisdiction on the unincorporated islands that fall in the
Trail’s right-of-way. The County’s role in the Plan included providing crucial data

significant to the Existing Conditions and Needs Analysis.

Developers

The region near the Fancher Creek Trail is rapidly developing with new homes, shops,
and sites for recreation. City staff have worked with developers to ensure that future
development would either construct or allow the City of plan trail segments adjacent

to new development.

Community-Based Organizations

The Plan Team contacted local community-based organizations to incorporate
groups and participants who are local experts in community needs. Community-
based organizations whose interests are aligned with the Plan were invited to be part
of the Steering Committee, as well as assisting with the development of the

Community Engagement Strategy.

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District
The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District oversees flood and stormwater
management in the Fresno area. The organization has not played major role in the
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project but the plan has drawn on their data to support the Existing Conditions and
Needs Analysis efforts.

Outreach Activities

Fancher Creek Steering Committee Meeting

Key stakeholders, such as Friends of the Fancher Creek, were invited to the Fancher
Creek Steering Committee Meeting to guide the Plan’s development. Members invited
represented groups such as the Fresno BPAC, Fresno County, and FID. The Steering
Committee meeting included reviewing the Steering Committee’s role, an overview of
engagement activities, as well as discussing current constraints and future
opportunities. The Steering Committee assisted the Plan Team in identifying trends
and developments along the Plan areq,

such as new housing projects and park Participe en el Fancher Creek
construction, as well as potential sites for Sendero Demostrativo
the Tactical Urbanism Demonstration
Event (see next page).

Sabado, 19 de nov. de 2022

Virtual Community Meeting \ et ® am'a 12 pm
The Plan Team hosted an online Virtual | en ETulare al este de N Clavis Ave

Community Meeting that invited

members of the public to learn more

La Ciudad de Fresno esta planeando un

about the project and provide feedback. nuevo sendero para peatones y cilistas
a lo largo de Fancher Creek. Participe en

The meeting was advertised via social este evento familiar para imaginar cémo
podria ser un sendero a lo largo del canal.

media and English and Spanish Flyers iAprenda més sobre este importante
proyecto comunitario y comparta sus

(Figure ]2) ideas! Habr4 interpretacion al espafiol
Visita el sitio del proyecto para obtener mas
informacion

The Virtual Community Meeting was . e

. . . o
hosted using the Zoom online meeting T
a0 NounProsas FNETST

platform during the evening and
Figure 12. Example of a Spanish-language flyer

included a Spanish interpreter. The Plan i
to promote participation

Team provided information on the
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project’s timeline, existing conditions, and ways for the public to become involved with
the Plan. The Plan Team used polls and Miro, an online interactive white board, to
gauge existing challenges and potential solutions, as shown in Figure 13. Participants
used this opportunity to share concerns and improvements they would like to see
along the trail. For example, participants would like to see trash receptacles
throughout the trail, safe crossing opportunities at major arterial streets, and sites for
amenities.

Places | walk
Lugares por los que caming
ERm il Comments and Notes

’ ,, , , , ’ ’ 2 ] : Comentatios ¥ hotas

Places | would like to walk
Lugares por ios que me gusiaria cominar

PEPLELQ

Places for Impravement
Lugares o meforar

PR

Feels unsafe walking or biking
Se siente inseguro caminando o en biciceta.

2900099

Roadway crossing cancern
Freocupacion por el cruce de carveteras

A A AN A A

Impareant conmection / entry point
Conexidn importante / punto de extrada
Potential location for amenities
Ubicacion potencial par 165 sencios Fancher Creek Trail Plan
2998809 et

Washingtor Colony Genal
[ Unincorporated Fresnc Councy and Other Ciies.

Figure 13. Screenshot of online interactive white board activity

Pop-Up Tabling

The Plan Team hosted two in-person pop-up events at Pilibos Soccer Park and
Sunnyside Park on a Friday evening and Saturday morning. The pop-up tabling events
were designed to meet residents where they were. Pilibos Soccer sees high activity in
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the evening as residents play soccer with family and friends spectating. Sunnyside
Park allowed the Plan Team to share information about the Plan with families with
young children. Materials that the Plan Team brought to the events included a poster
board of the Plan area map, informational flyers, and surveys on post-card sized
paper stock. Participants’ reception towards the Fancher Creek Trail Plan was
universally positive with many eager to share the news with family members and
friends who live near the Plan area.

Pop-Up Trailhead Event

The tactical urbanism demonstration event was held along the banks of Fancher
Creek, near the intersection of Tulare and Argyle, just east of Clovis. The event was
advertised with flyers in English and Spanish, the Steering Committee, Friends of
Fancher Creek, District 5, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and the
City’s social media channels. The event was family friendly, with kid-oriented activities,
and Spanish interpretation available.

A mock wayside was created with temporary benches, shade trees and wayfinding
signs (Figures 14 and 15). The event provided community members an opportunity to
learn about the project, ask questions, and envision what the trail might look like. A
participatory budgeting activity allowed participants to vote for their priority segment
using $100 in play money.

Figure 14. Temporary wayside at demonstration Figure 15. Participants voting at demonstration
event event
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School Surveys

The Plan Team distributed standard safe routes to school surveys, developed by the
National Center for Safe Routes to School, using Alchemer, an online survey-hosting
platform, and paper-copy distributions on location. The online survey features
questions in both English and Spanish to expand language accessibility in an area
where the population has a prominent mono-lingual Spanish-speaking community.
The Plan Team coordinated with the Fresno Unified School District to distribute paper
copies of the survey to account for students who may lack or have unreliable internet
access at home. The surveys will inform the Plan Team about how students and
parents are traveling to school, and how the Trail offers safer opportunities for active

travel.

Preliminary analysis, based on one school’s responses, reveals some interesting
findings regarding parents’ attitudes towards active travel, travel behavior, and
concerns regarding their student’s safety. The preliminary analysis is based entirely on
parents of elementary school students, resulting in concerns unique to younger
children skewing results and influencing responses.

There were nearly 40 total responses to the survey, with 65% completion rate. Most
respondents, nearly 50%, stated that they lived within less than 0.25 miles away from
their school, followed by almost 30 % stating that they lived from 0.25 miles up to 0.5
miles from their school. Only 3% of respondents stated that they lived more than 2

miles away from their school.

A maijority of respondents stated that their students arrive to school (75%) via family
vehicle, while only 40% of respondents stated that their students walk to school. Only
17% of students arrived to school by bike. Notably, 100% of respondents stated that they
would not feel comfortable letting their child walk or bike to school regardless of age.

Although most respondents stated that they lived close to school and have a short
commute, parents stated that they would not let their children walk to school out of
safety concerns. These safety concerns are two-fold. The first concern is that parents
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fear their children crossing major roads that surround schools. One parent says that
speeding drivers need to be accounted for to make it safe to cross to school, with
another saying drivers do not stop or ignore pedestrians’ right-of-way to cross.

The second is perceived safety issues that arise from unhoused residents in the
community and concerns that unhoused residents may take shelter in the Fancher
Creek Trail. One parent stated that they are concerned that unhoused residents will
“take over” the Trail, rendering it unusable for children.

Parents safety concerns regarding irresponsible drivers and unhoused residents in the
vicinity discourage their students from walking to or from school. This is succinctly
captured in a parent who states that their “Kids always ask to walk home, but due to
[these] factors are preventing them” from doing so.
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3. DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Design Standards

The Fancher Creek Trail concept design is based on guidance from the City of Fresno’s

Draft Trail Design Guidelines (June 2017), the City Fresno Standard Plans, the Caltrans
Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000-Bicycle Transportation Design and the Master

Trails Agreement — Open Canals — City of Fresno Irrigation District, Part 11 Design
Standards (MTA, dated 12/18/2018).

Additional resources that informed the design trail crossings include:

« Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities by the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO).
- National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) Urban Bikeway

Design Guide.

TRAIL CROSS-SECTION

Per the City of Fresno’s Draft Trail Design Guidelines, trails may be constructed
adjacent to Fresno Irrigation District (FID) canals. Figure 16 shows the preferred cross-
section for trails along canal banks, which specifies a 25-foot trail easement that
indicates a 9-foot buffer between the property line and the back of trail, and a buffer
from the edge of trail to the hinge point (top of bank) of the canal. Per the Master Trail
Agreement and in conversation with FID, the buffer width between the canal and the
trail is 20 feet (Figure 17). Between the 25-foot trail easement and the 20-foot buffer
requested by FID, the entire required width for a trail would be 45 feet.

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | 30


https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2017/12/FresnoTrailDesignGuidelinesAdminDraft20171219.pdf
https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2017/12/FresnoTrailDesignGuidelinesAdminDraft20171219.pdf
https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2021/03/City-of-Fresno-Standards-Vol-1-Std.-Drawings-Add.-7_Mar-2021-Accessible-1.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/chp1000-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/chp1000-a11y.pdf
https://nacto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/AASHTO_Bicycle-Facilities-Guide_2012-toc.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-bikeway-design-guide/

DRAFT

g 45 REQUIRED

Euy K BUT HO LESS THAN 20'

[=F4

&3
o, AN G '

¥ s
)
FLL SECTION
SECTION

NOTES:
1. ALL PRIVATE FACILITIES TO EE LOCATED QUTSICE FID RIGHT-OF-WAY.

2 ADD 2 FEET TO PMBANKUENT WOTH 1O ESTABUSH OVERALL RIGHT-CF-WAY WOTH TO
ACCOMMODATE GRADER BLADE CLEARANCE.

3 THE ALTERNATE SECTION CAMNOT BE USED IF THE OVERALL WDTH EXCEDS THE STANDARD
WOTH AND IS PERMTTED QLY WHEN DISTRICT OPERATIONS AROD MANTEMANCE FUNCTIONS DO
MOT REQUIRE A STANDARD ROADWAY.

W Ve LD, st

Figure 16. City standard canal side trail section Figure 17. FID canal profile in MTA

TRAIL SURFACE MATERIAL
Per both the trail design guidelines and
the City’s standard plans, trails should be
paved with asphalt, as shown in Figure 18.

CROSSING DESIGN

Roadway crossings designs are based on

12'-0" MIN., OR AS APPROVED,
B THE CITY EWGINEER

the guidance of the City of Fresno Trail
Design Guidelines, the City’'s adopted
cross-walk policy and best practices, as
follows:

+ For crossings of multi-lane
roadways with high volumes
(over 20,000 ADT) and high
speeds (over 30 mph): signalized

Figure 18. City standard Asphalt Class | Bike Path

crossings, such as HAWK signals
(overhead flashing lights).
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- For crossings of roadways with 2-3 lanes total and lower volumes (under
20,000): enhanced crossings with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB).

Along with the proposed crossing design, it is recommended that speed limits in the
Plan area be evaluated for reduction, especially given that the trail is intended to
serve All Ages and Abilities (AAA) users.

Trail Amenities

A high-quality trail experience includes amenities that make the trail experience
comfortable and convenient for AAA trail users and supports both active
transportation and recreational travel.

LANDSCAPING

Ideally, there would be room to provide trees or large shrubs to create a vegetated
buffer between the trail and private properties and to provide shade for trail users. Per
the City's trail design guidelines, plants should be drought-tolerant, and where
appropriate, native.

Per FID requirements and limitations, the only location landscaping could be placed is
between the edge of the trail and the private property line. Given the constrained bank
widths and the inability to meet the 25-foot trail easement, very few areas support
landscaping opportunities. Furthermore, providing irrigation along the canal is another
challenge due to water rights.

Waysides (described below) are one location where trees are a possibility and are
recommended. Street trees should be limbed up to a height of seven feet so as not to
interfere with road and trail users. Plant heights should be limited to 2 feet tall at trail
and roadway intersections and other conflict points to maximize sight distances.
Maintenance requirements should be considered when selecting an appropriate plant
palette for the corridor. For lists of California native plants, see the

(2016).
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LIGHTING

Trail lighting is particularly important at locations where the trail crosses roadways, to
ensure the visibility and safety of trail users. Lighting along the trail is recommended
where nighttime trail use is anticipated but was not included in this study’s

recommendations.

Many of the roadway crossings have existing street lighting. The City's standard
ornamental light fixture provides an appropriate level of trail ilumination and allows
for a visual uniformity throughout the City. If the City of Fresno chooses to illuminate
sections of the trail, solar lighting may be an appropriate option to reduce wiring and
installation costs. Unlit remote trail segments should be signed appropriately

indicating trail closure after dark. Dark Sky Friendly Lighting, meaning “lighting that
minimizes glare while reducing light trespass and skyglow.” would provide the trail
with lighting that minimizes light trespassing into residential homes and minimizing
the amount of glare.

EMERGENCY CALL BOXES
Emergency call boxes (see Figure 19) are a
valuable component of trail safety as they

o~

facilitate an emergency response when needed,

increase the trail user’s perceived safety, and may

deter crime. Call box placement should be

<DZ2mMEIom=

frequent enough so that trail users can reach the
call box relatively quickly. However, they can also
be costly, and with the rise of cell phones, they
may become increasingly unnecessary (this is not
true in rural locations where cell service is
unreliable). The number of call boxes and their 3ol
distances apart depend on the length of the trail Figure 19. Ccnl-l box along a trail,
and various at-risk locations on the trail. Generally, Credit: City of McAllen, TX.
they are placed at one-mile or half-mile intervals

from each other, as well as at the trailhead.
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Before committing to call boxes, it is important to consider all the options. One
alternative to call boxes is a trail watch program, where volunteers serve as extra eyes
and ears for local police forces. Some trails have also implemented successful trail
marker systems. The Upper Tampa Bay Trail in Florida uses an emergency response
numbering system with bright yellow decals placed every 200 feet with individual trail
numbers. This allows trail users to provide emergency responders with their precise
location along the trail.

WAYSIDES AND SITE FURNISHINGS

There are a few key locations along the proposed alignment for trail furnishings and
amenities, primarily these key locations are in the form of waysides. Waysides are
intended to create space for trail users to stop and rest, to meet up, and to access the
trail, as shown in Figures 20 and 22.
They are proposed at the following

locations:

+ Peach Avenue north of Church
Avenue - on or near Fresno
Irrigation District-owned
property.

« Tulare Avenue near Argyle Road

—onor near FAX-owned Figure 20. Example wayside. Credit: Geoff
property. Crimmons. Moscow-Pullman Daily News.
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« Tulare Avenue and Fowler Avenue — on one of the City-owned properties in the

ared

At a minimum, waysides should
include pedestrian signage and
benches to accommodate trail users
that may need to rest between
destinations, along with wayfinding
kiosks, lighting, water fountains,
bicycle repair stations, shade

structures, and trash, dog-waste,
and recycling receptacles. The Figure 21. Example shade structure. Credit: Alta
proposed waysides are located close P'anning and Design

to street edges, allowing the potential for utility hookups (i.e., for lighting and drinking
fountains). The City’s trail design furnishing standards should be applied to the trail to

provide a level of visual uniformity in street furnishings throughout the trail corridor.

An additional consideration is providing shade structures, as shown in Figure 21.
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WAYFINDING AND REGULATORY SIGNS

Wayfinding signage and other amenities are

proposed along trail segments in advance of
crossings and at crossings to indicate access
points.

Trail signage should orient trail users to their
destination and provide guidance on
appropriate trail behavior. Directional signs
are important along the trail, especially in
locations where decisions are to be made
about direction of travel. These signs orient
the users to upcoming destinations and their
respective direction and distance. Regulatory
signs are required in locations where traffic
laws are to be enforced, including per the City
of Fresno, and signs indicating Fresno
Irrigation District use and restrictions. For
example, at an unsignalized intersection
between the trail and a road, stop signs are
installed to regulate the flow of trail traffic.
Warning signs are required ahead of possible
hazards and conflict zones like narrowing of
the trail.

The City’s recently completed trail wayfinding
plan, Travel by Trail, Fresno! provides a set of

design requirements for their wayfinding

TO SUNNYSIDE
FANCHER CREEK
TRAIL

. Kings Canyon
@ 401.7mi £ 40 min

. Sunnyside HS

& 2 mi A 48 min

. Pilibos Soccer Pk
$o2.4mi A 58 min

Figure 22. Example wayfinding sign from
the Travel by Trail, Fresno! project

signs. An example is shown in Figure 22 . Key destinations to be included on the signs

include schools, parks (listed in the Project Area Characteristics section in Chapter 1),

to name a few. In addition, mile markers should be installed along the trail in the event

that emergency services need to quickly locate a person in distress.
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FIRST AND LAST MILE CONNECTIONS TO TRANSIT

Per the Travel By Trail, Fresno! plan, wayfinding signs should be installed near
important transit stops to support the connection of the trail and transit network.
Recommendations for wayfinding sign locations to address first-mile and last-mile
barriers to public transportation with an emphasis on connections to Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) are identified in the following chapter.
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4. PROPOSED TRAIL ALIGNMENT
AND FEASIBILITY

Introduction

Through the development of this plan, the City of Fresno studied the entire Fresno
Irrigation District (FID) right of way from Jensen to Temperance to determine which
side of the canal was most feasible for a trail. Segment by segment, each side of the
canal offers a number of unique opportunities and challenges with differing
accommodations for pedestrians and bicyclists.

The canal is a part of the neighborhoods it travels through. Unlike the upstream
reaches of the creek located east of Temperance Avenue that travels through
farmland, this part of the canal is woven into residential areas, both developed and
under development. Thus, the overall challenge of the proposed alignment is to find
adequate space to accommodate the City’'s recommmended trail easement,
accommodate FID maintenance and operation functions, and provide a safe and
comfortable trail experience. To realize the vision of a continuous trail will require
coordination with a number of agencies, along with acquisition and easements. This
includes but is not limited to FID, County of Fresno, Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control
District, Fresno Unified School District, and BNSF Railway, along with developers and
property owners.

STRATEGY FOR LIMITED RIGHT OF WAY

Most canal banks along Fancher Creek range between 15 and 30 feet, making a
recommended 45-foot cross-section (25-foot trail easement + 20-foot FID easement)
infeasible. To accommodate the common use of the canal for water conveyance and
recreation purposes, the design approach shown in Table 2 was developed.
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Table 2. Design Approach for Limited ROW

SCENARIO

Two canal banks
available

One canal bank
available, adequate
width for trail and FID
operations

One canal bank
available, inadequate
width for trail and FID
operations

DESIGN APPROACH

Provide full bank width for FID
operations on one side of
canal.

Site trail on opposite bank and
maintain 20-ft FID easement
between trail and canal hinge
point.

Where width allows, co-locate
trail and FID access on same
bank.

Provide 20-ft FID easement
between trail and canal hinge
point.

Where width prevents co-
location on same bank, pursue
right-of-way acquisition for
trail easement.

DESIGN SEGMENTS

The trail was broken into nine segments to facilitate the feasibility analysis. The

TRADE-OFF

e Reduce width of offset
from property line to 2-ft
min.

e Reduce width of trail, 8-ft
min. for short segments.

e  Pursue right-of-way
acquisition or easements
to achieve 20-ft FID
easement.

e Pursue right-of-way
acquisition or easements
to achieve 45-ft trail
cross-section (25-ft trail +
20-ft FID easement)

following pages each segment, along with which side of the canal the trail is proposed

to be located along. The table following lists the feasibility summary of each segment.

Concept plans were developed using GIS data overlaid on aerial photos. Full concept

plans can be found in Appendix A.

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT | 40



DRAFT

FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION PAGES

The following pages provides a summary of the feasibility analyses and
implementation recommendation for each segment of the proposed Fancher Creek
Trail alignment. The accompanying plans and opinions of probably cost (see
appendices) are concept level only, used to determine the feasibility of a proposed
Class | bikeway.

For each segment, there is a graphic layout showing the site context, a representative
photo, the proposed conceptual alignment, potential parcels for acquisition or
easement, transit connectivity, and proposed crossing treatments, structures, and
amenities. The analyses include feasibility considerations, a rating, and proposed
costs.

These layouts are intended to be used to pursue additional project funding for design
and construction. Should the City choose to move forward with the recommendations
in this plan, several important steps would first need to take place. Before any plans
are implemented, additional studies, community engagement, a full topographical
survey, design and construction drawings, permitting, and acquisition/easement
negotiations will be required.
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION PAGES

TRAIL ALIGNMENT BY SEGMENT

SEGMENT + PROPOSED ALIGNMENT

1. Chestnut to Willow

North bank of canal
Sidepath on east side of
Chestnut

2. Willow to Peach

North bank, Willow to Church
Sidepath south side of Church
from canal crossing to Peach

3. Peach to Railroad

Sidepath on north side of
Church, then along FUSD
property line to canal
Connect to existing Class |

bikeway segment on south side

Cross Washington Colony, use
east side up to railroad

4: Railroad to Butler
Use Fresno County Bridle Trail

5: Butler to Kings Canyon
Use Fresno County Bridle Trail

6: Kings Canyon to Tulare
East bank, Kings Canyon to
Clovis
West bank, Clovis to Tulare

7: Tulare to Fowler
Sidepath, north side of Tulare
connecting to existing Class |
bikeway (south side of canal)
Alignment continues on south
side, cutting down to Tulare

Sidepath along Tulare to Fowler

8: Fowler to Hwy 180
Use developer-built Class |
bikeway on south bank
Alignment continues eastward

9: Hwy 180 to Temperance
South bank

FEASIBILITY AND NOTES

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW

Right-of-way acquisition needed
South bank is fully available for FID operations

Trail on north side will require acquisition and
easements, plus new box culvert; right-of-way needed
for sidepath along Church

South bank is fully available for FID operations

Outside city limits east of Minnewawa (County of
Fresno)

From Washington Colony Canal, only east bank
available for FID operations, private property/
encroachments on north/west side

New bridge over Washington Colony Canal

East bank is wide and can accommodate joint use
Existing soft-surface trail to be paved

Railroad requires grade-separated crossing (tunnel)
Joint use on east side

Joint use on east side
Option to create bike boulevard on S Dewitt

Kings Canyon to Clovis, alignment on east bank,
requires acquisition near Clovis

West bank available for FID operations

From Clovis westward, alignment on west bank as part
of Fancher Creek Town Center development

North bank available for FID operations

Developer-built Class | bikeway along Tracts 6159 and
5170 accommodate FID operations

Private property/encroachments east of new
development and possible topographical and physical
constraints

North bank is fully available for FID operations

Private property/encroachments on both banks of
canal, no open banks for FID operations
Right-of-way acquisition needed
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== Fancher Creek
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Prop. Grade-separated crossing
Prop. Intersection treatment
Prop. Wayside

Potential partial acquisition
Potential partial easement

OVERALL ROUTE/ALIGNMENT

FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 1. Chestnut to Willow

Sidepath along east side of Chestnut from intersection with Jensen to canal
Class | bikeway on north bank, standard city canal side trail cross-section

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS

South bank is available for FID operations, no canal control structures on this segment; no

access conflicts

ACQUISITION IMPLICATIONS

No dedicated FID right-of-way; private property lines abut with no gap
Right of way acquisition: estimated to be 4-5 parcels

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

Access via Chestnut and Willow
No direct transit access in this area

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES

Chestnut and Jensen: use existing signal with high visibility crosswalk markings
Willow: enhance crossing with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons and high visibility

markings

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES

Directional and wayfinding signage along Chestnut and at intersection to point users to

access point

Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway
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1. Chestnut to Willow

FEASIBILITY
- HIGH

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

- No dedicated FID right-of-way; private property lines abut with no gap, right-of-way
acquisition needed, but no other constraints

- South bank is fully available for FID operations
- Overhead power line adjacent to hinge point on north bank
- Use existing signal at Chestnut and Jensen

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES

Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $1,300,000
Construction

ELLTe

Looking east from Chestnut
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== Fancher Creek
] Unincorporated Areas
- Rail corridor
== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail
= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment
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Verylimlted V\pdth on
bank soutH of cunal

New box culvert

Proposed sidepaths
along Church and
Peach due to tight
right-of-way on north
side of Church

Prop. Grade-separated crossing
Prop. Intersection treatment
Prop. Wayside

Potential partial acquisition
Potential partial easement
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 2. Willow to Peach

OVERALL ROUTEIALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS
+  Class | bikeway on north/west bank

- Where canal meets Church, extend Class | bikeway as a sidepath along south side of Church
to existing signalized intersection at Peach as canal bank on north side of Church has very
limited right-of-way

- Standard city canal side trail cross-section

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS
< South bank is fully available and accessible for FID operations
- New box culvert at Church to accommodate sidepath
- One FID canal control structure near school; no impacts to it
- No impacts to canal on north side of Church

ACQUISITIONIEASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
- Easement on school district property (north bank of canal)

- Acquisition of parcel on Church and partial acquisition/easement of properties at the corner
of Church and Peach for sidepath along south side of Church for sidepath

ACCESS POINTS I GATEWAYS I TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY
- Access via intersecting streets
- Jensen and Chestnut is about 0.4 miles from trailhead to bus stops at Chestnut and Church

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES & TREATMENTS
+ Willow: new HAWK signal
- Peach: use existing signalized crossing, enhanced with high visibility markings

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES

- Directional and wayfinding signage along Church to intersection with Peach Avenue to point
users to access point

+ Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway
- Wayside seating, shade trees and drinking fountain at Peach
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2. Willow to Peach

FEASIBILITY
- HIGH

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS
- North bank is narrower but south bank is fully available for FID operations

+  Alignment will require right-of-way and easements on both sides of canal; on north side for
alignment and south side along Church and Peach for sidepaths; will require coordination
with FUSD

- New box culvert will be required to accommodate canal crossing at Church
- No other major constraints
- Enhanced crossing on Willow - HAWK signal

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES
Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $2,609,000 - Includes intersection
Construction improvements at Willow

Looking south from Church, with school building visible on right
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 3. Peach to Railroad

_ Sidepath on north side of Church and then Class | bikeway along eastern

"]Ihlll.l r’ HHE drmaesepamted Ny | property line up existing Class | bikeway, connecting to existing Class |
T g

LA

((:rossmg of ru?oqd between Waldby and Rabe Avenues
tunnel) _Il ; i . . . . .
2 Continue Class | bikeway with new crossing of Washington Colony Canal,

continuing on south/east bank of Fancher Creek (convert existing soft-

Convert exi _n'g pbth ' surface to Class )
from Wcshlh ton Colony

to BNSF rail to-c]ass |
blkeway i |

Alternative on-street route if railroad tunnel is not feasible via Clovis,
McMillan, and cul-de-sacs off McMillan

Standard city canal side trail cross-section, with Class | bikeway and FID
access sharing canal bank on east side of canal

Alternoi:l\@ on-street
| route via Clovisto

‘ - MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS
oute Class | .. 1 | McMillan to cul de sacs |

oikeway along - : | . 48| (Geary, Florence, Pltli)- From Washington Colony Canal, south/east bank is wide and fully

 Churchand along | | ol | , available and accessible for FID operations; no access conflicts
. eastern property line 1 | | | '

to avoid impacts to

e 4 | | : ' 108 ACQUISITION/EASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
— SN K None

-

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

Proposed trail wayside with wayfinding kiosk, seating, water fountain, and
shade tree at Peach

Access at crossing with Minnewawa

LLENFEL. -' - Several cul-de-sacs of McMillan provide access to Class | bikeway though
.. l"- lll f:*h‘:ggi ﬁ;‘ﬁz'mh : some are gated, primary neighborhood access point at end of Rabe
: Avenue

' Rectangular Rapid
Rathing Bedtohs No transit connections in this area

11T

I
i
|

exemiem RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
Peach and Church: enhance with high visibility markings

Minnewawa: enhanced crossing with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons

LEGEND
New bridge over Washington Colony canal
== Fancher Creek ® Prop. Grade-separated crossing
[ Unincorporated Areas () Prop. Intersection treatment RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
- Rail corridor ] Prop. Wayside
— Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail potential partial acquisition Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at crossings, access points
= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment Potential partial easement

€= On-street alternate route .
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3. Peach to Railroad

FEASIBILITY
- HIGH

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

< Outside city limits; will require coordination with County of Fresno on conversion of soft-
surface path to Class | bikeway

- Only south/east bank available for FID operations, private property/encroachments on north/
west side

- Trail to be located on same bank as FID operations (south/east) but bank is wide

- Bridge over canal south of canal structure where Central Canal meets Washington Colony
canal

- Overhead power along south/east bank, close to hinge point
- Use existing signal at Peach with enhancements

ACQUISITION/EASEMENT

° None

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES

Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $9,505,000 @ - Includes tunnel under railroad
Construction

Looking south towards Church, with existing soft-surface trail visible on left
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== Fancher Creek
1 Unincorporated Areas

Prop. Grade-separated crossing
Prop. Intersection treatment

- Rail corridor Prop. Wayside

== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail Potential partial acquisition

Potential partial easement

O

= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment
€= On-street alternate route

FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 4. Railroad to Butler

OVERALL ROUTEIAI.IGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS
Grade-separated crossing of railroad (tunnel)
Class | bikeway south of railroad transitions to Fresno County Bridle Trail

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS

Right of way constraints/encroachments on west bank make use by FID or Class | bikeway
unfeasible

ACQUISITION/EASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
None

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY
Via Bridle Trail segment off Clovis, north of rail line and via Butler Ave
No transit connections in this area

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES

Butler Avenue - existing crosswalk installed as part of Bridle Trail
Tunnel under railroad

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES

Directional and confirmation wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at railroad bridge
and Butler

Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway
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4. Railroad to Butler

FEASIBILITY
+  MEDIUM

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

- Only south/east bank available for FID operations, private property/encroachments on north/
west side; railroad requires grade-separated crossing

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES

Preliminary Design, Engineering, and N/A - Use existing Bridle Trail
Construction

Looking east towards Clovis, with existing soft-surface trail visible on right
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LEGEND

== Fancher Creek
] Unincorporated Areas
- Rail corridor
== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail
= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment

New signalized crossing:

Existing cr,p_ssWaIk and
I"l’egno County Bridle Trall
trailhead

Prop. Grade-separated crossing
Prop. Intersection treatment
Prop. Wayside

Potential partial acquisition
Potential partial easement

O

FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 5. Butler to Kings Canyon

OVERALL ROUTEIALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS
- Fresno County Bridle Trail

- Potential for Class llI bikeway/bike boulevard on DeWitt from Butler to E Kings Canyon as

paved alternative

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS
- East and west bank is fully accessible for FID operations; no access conflicts

ACQUISITIONIEASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
- None

ACCESS POINTS I GATEWAYS I TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY
- Access at Butler Avenue(existing trailhead) and Kings Canyon
- FAX Route 1 (BRT) runs on Kings Canyon, Route 22 on Tulare, and Route 26 on Peach
+  Approximately 0.5 miles between canal and bus stop on Clovis Avenue

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
- Butler: use existing crosswalk
- Kings Canyon: new High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal
- Explore speed reduction 45 to 30 mph to increase crossing safety

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
- Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway
- Directional and confirmation wayfinding signs at access points
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Looking east towards Clovis, with existing soft-surface trail visible on right

5. Butler to Kings Canyon

FEASIBILITY
HIGH

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

County of Fresno island, existing Bridle Trail, will require coordination with County of Fresno on
conversion of soft-surface path to Class | bikeway

South/east bank is wide and available for FID operations
Power line on west bank close to property line

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES

Preliminary Design, Engineering, and N/A Use existing Bridle Trail
Construction
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 6. Kings Canyon to Tulare

OVERALL ROUTE[ALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS

- From Kings Canyon to Clovis, Class | bikeway on south/east bank of canal, switching sides
using existing bridge at Clovis

- Class | bikeway continues along north bank from Clovis to Tulare, outside of FID right-of-way
+ Standard city canal side trail cross-section

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS
- West bank is fully available for FID operations; no access conflicts

ACQUISITIONIEASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
- Partial acquisition of parcel near crossing with Clovis due to encroachment near bank

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

- Major access via Tulare Avenue and Fowler, via redevelopment opportunities on city-owned
properties

- FAX Route 22 on Tulare, proposed transit center on Tulare

- Where the canal meets Clovis Avenue near Huntington Avenue proposed Class | bikeway is
adjacent to northbound bus stop (0.15 mile)

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
- Kings Canyon: new High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal
- Clovis: new High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal
- Explore speed reduction 45 to 30 mph to increase crossing safety

- Tulare: New crossing with new High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal in the
vicinity of Argyle

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
- Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at crossings
- Directional and confirmation wayfinding signs at access points

- Proposed trail wayside with wayfinding kiosk, seating, water fountain, and shade trees at
Tulare
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6. Kings Canyon to Tulare

FEASIBILITY
MEDIUM

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

From Kings Canyon to Clovis, north/west bank available for FID operations; south/east bank is
continuous with one private property/encroachment near Clovis

From Clovis to Tulare, north/west bank is wider and available for FID operations; south/east
bank is narrow and discontinuous

Right-of-way acquisition needed for Class | bikeway and FID to share same bank
No other major constraints

One canal structure north of Huntington Avenue

New signalized crossings at Kings Canyon and Clovis

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES
Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $3,360,000 Includes intersection improvements at
Construction Kings Canyon and Clovis

Looking east from the north side of Kings Canyon
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 7. Tulare to Fowler

HIFREEDE 1P li OVERALL ROUTEIALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS
BRESREFEDREREDN - At new crossing of Tulare, new sidepath along the north side of street, approximately 650
. feet to newly constructed Class | bikeway segment on south bank between Kona and
204N .'I ..ll Claremont Avenues
dENNNERRNNEY < Alignment continues on south side of canal cut south along parcel line back to Tulare,

then continues as a sidepath on north side of street to Fowler
Standard city canal side trail cross-section

control basins

FMFCD flood ’ .. ' ' MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS

North/west bank is most usable for FID operations and is fully available with Class |
bikeway on south side of canal

[ ﬁroposed'sidepgth along

suigre el oy @ = ~. 4 ; ACQUISITION/EASEMENT IMPLICATIONS

- | start of existing Class | City-owned, ¥ ) :
o bikeway - 5L el L N — - Acquisition/easement along FMFCD flood control basins on north bank of canal

it

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

- ——— - T - | -
A “i Illl Sidepath along Tulare. Add new ' + Major access via E Tulare Avenue and Fowler, via redevelopment opportunities on city-
. crosswalk on north leg to cross " ownhed properties

SO T
*“\mm o S u e
OCTHITN | o
R\ T

"N RRRRFER ,
T 1) S LN UL

FAX Route 22 on Tulare, proposed transit center on Tulare

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
Tulare: enhanced crossing with rectangular rapid flash beacon
Fowler: use existing signalized crossing and add crosswalk markings on north leg

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at crossings

Proposed trail wayside with wayfinding kiosk, seating, water fountain, and shade tree at
Fowler

LEGEND

== Fancher Creek ® Prop. Grade-separated crossing
[ Unincorporated Areas O Prop. Intersection treatment

— Rail corridor " Prop. Wayside

== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail Potential partial acquisition

= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment Potential partial easement
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7. Tulare to Fowler

FEASIBILITY
- HIGH

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

- Will require coordination with FAX and public works for wayside, crossing of Tulare, and
sidepath along north side of Tulare

- Connects to existing Class | bikeway
- No dedicated FID right-of-way; private property lines abut with no gap
- North bank is available for FID operations but Class | bikeway requires right-of-way

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES
Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $997,000 - Includes intersection improvements at
Construction Tulare

Looking southwest from north bank, with view of development on left
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FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 8. Fowler to Hwy 180

F—“| T HHH N\ 4 1 OVERALL ROUTE/ALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS

RN
TIIT T l\ % i - - South bank of canal from existing Class | bikeway, near Armstrong, to Hwy 180
T pnansnil

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS

Between Fowler and Fancher Creek Road, FID access is via south bank only and
incorporated in developer-built Class | bikeway segments

North bank from Fancher Creek Road is fully accessible to FID operations; no access
conflicts with Class | bikeway

Developer-built FCT Standard city canal side trail cross-section
segments under

construction , _' \ ACQUISITION/EASEMENT IMPLICATIONS

fTiEENEREEmE =

- o —

l.‘ , - e » L | . |

““I"“" > - Parcels north of Armenian Home
T — |

Add new crosswalk on
’ \‘ north leg of signalized

intersection.

N

| "“__""' rllmlm

ACCESS POINTS I GATEWAYS I TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY
Via Fowler and Fancher Creek Road
No transit access in this area

. ,meqn RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
gy : - Fowler: use existing signalized crossing and add crosswalk markings on north leg
ﬂ.
e L

1 e

Clty owned,
future park site

Proposed cross walk across Fancher Creek Road, if not installed with development

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at crossings

Proposed trail wayside with wayfinding kiosk, seating, water fountain, and shade tree
at Fowler on city-owned property

LEGEND
== Fancher Creek ® Prop. Grade-separated crossing
[ Unincorporated Areas O Prop. Intersection treatment
— Rail corridor " Prop. Wayside
== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail Potential partial acquisition
= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment Potential partial easement
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8. Fowler to Hwy 180

FEASIBILITY
+  MEDIUM

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

- Existing Class | bikeway along Tract numbers 6159 and 5170, (south side) with space for FID
operations

- Private property/encroachments east of subdivision; there may also be topographical and
physical constraints that make Class | bikeway challenging to site on south bank

- North bank is fully available for FID operations
- Will require coordination with Caltrans to pass under Hwy 180 underpass

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM COST NOTES
Preliminary Design, Engineering, and $1,5669,000 @ - Include intersection improvements at
Construction Fowler

Looking east from north bank under Hwy 180 overpass
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Caltrans Right-

of-way

LEGEND

== Fancher Creek

] Unincorporated Areas

- Rail corridor

== Existing Class | bikeway or soft-surface trail
= Proposed Class | bikeway alignment

X

Prop. Grade-separated crossing
Prop. Intersection treatment
Prop. Wayside

Potential partial acquisition
Potential partial easement

FEASIBILITY AND IMPLEMENTATION

ment 9. Hwy 180 to Temperance

OVERALL ROUTEIALIGNMENT HIGHLIGHTS
- South bank of canal

MAINTENANCE, WATER CONVEYANCE ACCESS

- Between Fowler and Fancher Creek Road, FID access is via south bank only and incorporated
into developer-built Class | bikeway segments

- North bank from Fancher Creek Road is fully accessible to FID operations; no access conflicts
with Class | bikeway

ACQUISITIONIEASEMENT IMPLICATIONS
- One parcel
- Easement/coordination for use of Caltrans right-of-way under Hwy 180 overpass

ACCESS POINTS [ GATEWAYS [ TRANSIT CONNECTIVITY

- Via Temperance; proposed bike lanes between canal and Belmont to connect to existing bike
lanes on Belmont

- No transit access in this area

RECOMMENDED AT-GRADE CROSSINGS AND STRUCTURES
- None proposed

RECOMMENDED AMENITIES
- Wayfinding signs along Class | bikeway and at crossings
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Looking north where canal crosses under street on east side of Temperance

9. Hwy 180 to Temperance

FEASIBILITY
- LOW

FEASIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS

- Will require coordination with Caltrans to pass under Hwy 180 underpass

- Private property/encroachments on both banks of canal, no open banks for FID operations

- Right-of-way acquisition needed

OPINION OF PROBABLE COST

ITEM

COST

NOTES

Preliminary Design, Engineering, and
Construction

$680,0000

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT 63



This page left blank intentionally

Fancher Creek Trail Plan | PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT 64



oL

<

4

CHAPTER 5

Implementation Strategy
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5. IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

IMPLEMENTATION

The Fancher Creek Trail concept outlined in this Plan will have a positive impact on the
quality of life for the residents and visitors of Southeast Fresno. However, it will take
considerable effort, collaboration, and funding to plan, design, and implement. The

City must use its resources sensibly, while being mindful of its long-term goals.

In addition, the incremental development of the trail will require coordination between
the City of Fresno, County of Fresno, FID, the FMFCD, District 5, Fresno Unified School
District, Friends of Fancher Creek, and other stakeholders and private developers or

property owners.

How should the City make the Fancher Creek Trail a reality? This chapter discusses
how to continue implementing the City’s vision by examining the strategies, policies,
and partnerships that will provide the framework for a successful project. Detailed
implementation components like cost estimates, project phasing, funding, and
near/mid-term action items are outlined to realistically move the Plan towards
construction.

Right-of-Way Acquisition Strategies

There are many ways to secure and develop right-of-way for trails and greenways.
The maijority of the proposed alignment follow FID right-of-way and prescriptive
easements. In some locations, right-of-way will need to be acquired on private
property in order to fully execute the vision. This occurs where the right-of-way along
the canal is constrained or where the preferred route goes through private property.
Locations where acquisitions are needed should be validated with a site survey as this

Plan moves into the design phase.

This section details a list of specific strategies and policies drawn from various
programs the across the county and nonprofit sources including Rails-to-Trails
Conservancy (RTC). The information provided includes partnerships and acquisition

options to consider in developing the Fancher Creek Trail.

Acquisition Partners
The City of Fresno may consider pursuing partnerships with land trusts and land

managers to make more effective use of their land acquisition funds and strategies.
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Land Trusts

Land trust organizations are valuable partners when it comes to acquiring land and
rights-of-way for greenways. These groups can work directly with property owners
and conduct their business in private so that sensitive land transactions are handled
in an appropriate manner and will often transfer land to the public agency once

encumbered.

Private Land Managers

Most of this Plan will involve coordination with FID and will be governed by the Master
Trails Agreement. Trails and greenways are often built on rights-of-ways that are
either owned or leased by utility companies, electric and natural gas companies.
Nationally, utility companies have long recognized the value of partnering with local
communities, nonprofit trail organizations, and private landowners to permit their
rights-of-ways to be used for trail development. If refinements to the MTA are needed,
it may be worth researching how other trail managers have worked with utility
companies. The offers resources and case studies regarding
trails along utility corridors.

Right-of-Way Acquisition Tools
As indicated in the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s

9document, acquiring a right-of-way for a trail or greenway is rarely a simple,
straightforward task. The process often requires multiple stages of groundwork,
including conducting corridor research to determine who owns the right-of-way,
undertaking environmental assessments, negotiating with the property owner, figuring
the cost, or value, of the corridor and securing financing or funding. The following list of
tools describe various methods of acquisition that the City can use to acquire land for

the trail, either with partners or in its own right.

PURCHASE. Land can be purchased outright by either a nonprofit or a public
entity. This option may be the simplest, but it can prove costly, especially if it
requires reaching agreements with multiple property owners.

OPTION TO BUY. An option is a legal document giving a person the right to buy.
The document outlines the required price and applicable period, with a fee
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(often 10 percent of land value). If the property is bought, the fee is deducted
from the purchase price; if the purchase does not proceed, the fee is non-
refundable.

EASEMENTS. An easement is a right to use another person'’s real estate for a
specific purpose, in this case, a trail. Easements can be negotiated with
railroads, private property owners, and public entities, such as a utility
company. Because the land is not being purchased, the cost is typically less
than if it was to be purchased. The property owner retains ownership of their

land.

LAND DONATIONS. A property owner can donate property to an agency or
organization. Tax credits may be available for land donated for conservation
purposes.

LAND LEASE. In these cases, the land is rented from the property owner for a set
amount of time. Leases can come from a variety of sources, including utility
companies, railroads and public entities.

PURCHASE AND LEASE BACK. An agency can purchase property and lease it to the
previous owner for a specified period of time. This arrangement may include
use restrictions and may be useful if the property owner wants to sell the land
but wishes to continue using it, such as for grazing animails.

BARGAIN SALE. This refers to the sale of a property at less than the fair market
value. The difference between a bargain sale price and fair market value often
qualifies as a tax-deductible charitable contribution. This method can be used
to avoid high capital gains taxes.

PURCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS. This involves purchasing the development
rights from a private property owner at a fair market value. The property owner
retains all ownership rights under current use but exchanges the rights to
develop the property for cash payment.

LAND BANKING. This involves land acquisition in advance of expanding
urbanization. The price of an open space parcel prior to development
pressures is more affordable to a jurisdiction seeking to preserve open space.
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A municipality or county might use this technique to develop a greenbelt or
preserve key open space.

EMINENT DOMAIN. Property, or parts of property, can be forcibly taken from a
property owner for use by the general public. This method is the least preferred
because it can create resentment towards the trail by the former property
owners, and the acquirer is still required to pay fair market value for the

property.

PARTNERSHIPS
In addition to FID, there are opportunities for other partnerships that can help
implement the Fancher Creek Trail.

COUNTY OF FRESNO

The County of Fresno has already established its commitment to trails with the
development of the Fresno County Bridle Trail. The City of Fresno must work with the
County to integrate this segment into the Fancher Creek Trail Plan. Options include
maintaining the existing bridle trail or converting it to a Class | bike path. Similar to
other cross-jurisdictional trails, concerns regarding maintenance and operations
responsibilities will need to be addressed.

Fresno Unified School District

Part of the proposed trail alignment is located along Fresno Unified School District
(FUSD) property and may require a land acquisition or an easement. A partnership
with Fresno USD could be beneficial to both the City and the district by providing a
safe route for students to travel to school. This partnership could also be an
opportunity to strengthen a Safe Routes to School program that provides a wholistic
approach to shifting travel behaviors to school, including programming and events.
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PHASING

Given the overall trail length and the differing challenges and acquisition needs from
segment to segment, a phased implementation schedule is heeded to ensure that all
sections are realized in a balanced and efficient manner. The City will ultimately
decide which segments to build and in what sequence. Factors that may affect these
decisions include, but are not limited to, available funding, right-of-way and property
acquisition, community and stakeholder support, and the political climate. The
existing and proposed bike routes outlined in the 2017 City of Fresno Active
Transportation Plan may serve to fill in the gaps until a direct south/north route is
implemented. Additionally, the City of Fresno Active Transportation Project
Prioritization Tool helped the City prioritize which segments should be built first as part
of the results of the Trail Network Expansion study and public input.

Project phasing recommendations for this Plan were determined by considering:

1. Opportunities to coordinate with the timing of other local initiatives and private
development
2. Community-need priorities, as expressed in community engagement
Acquisition and constructability considerations
Community input
This phasing approach is a game plan for City staff to gradually execute the vision in
manageable pieces that can be achieved with attainable resources. It is a flexible
approach that can and should be modified if community preferences change over
time, obstacles limit the near-term viability of certain project elements, or new
opportunities arise. See Figure 23 for a map of this phasing.
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Figure 23. Map of proposed phasing segments
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Phase 1: Fancher Creek Town Center (Kings Canyon to Temperance)

Distance: approx. 2.6 miles (minus completed segments)
Time frame: Short term (within the next 5 years)

Rationale: This dynamic area of the City is being developed rapidly. Several segments
of the trail have been constructed through development and the City should continue
to require trail construction as part of any development along the canal. The segment
provides opportunities to connect to transit, schools, multi-family housing, senior
housing, and other community resources. There are a few key locations, some of it is
City-owned property, that could be used to develop waysides. Community members
overwhelming supported this segment through a participatory budgeting exercise, for
early implementation. Moving forward with this segment quickly will create a
significant length of trail.

Phase 2. City-owned segments (Jensen to Church)

Distance: approx. 2.3 miles
Time frame: Medium term (next 5-7 years)

Rationale: This established residential area within the City limits does not have any
existing Class | bike path segments along the canal. This area has two elementary
schools and lacks public parks. The neighborhood is not experiencing the same kind of
development pressure that the Fancher Creek Town Center is, but the lack of active
transportation and recreational infrastructure make the community need greater.

Phase 3: County of Fresno segments (Church to Kings Canyon)

Distance: approx. 1.7 miles
Time frame: Medium term (next 7-10 yrs)

Rationale: This has the benefits of established paths: the Bridle Trail, recently
completed by the County of Fresno, as well as an older section of soft-surface path
south of the railroad. The County Bridle Trail features large shade trees, quiet roads,
and in general provides a higher quality trail experience than undeveloped canal

elsewhere.
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OPINIONS OF PROBABLE COST

Initial planning level cost estimates for the proposed design have been developed to
determine the approximate cost of improvements. These estimates are intended for
planning purposes to help the City of Fresno identify and pursue project funding. More

detailed costs will be determined as projects move into the design phase.

METHODOLOGY

The assumptions and methods are summarized below:

+ Unit costs are based on historical cost data from recent projects in the areaq,
discussions with manufacturers, and estimator’s judgment.

« All costs are in 2022 dollars and should be inflated as necessary for use in
future construction years.

«  All construction costs include a 30 percent contingency and 25 percent
engineering cost.

« Estimates include order of magnitude lump sum costs for utility modifications,
drainage, demolition, site preparation, and signing & striping. These costs
were determined based on the estimator’s judgement given the known
information at this stage of the project. During detailed design these values
should be amended using appropriate unit costs based on site surveys and
other available information.

« Estimates do not include costs for easement, right-of-way acquisition,
permitting services, construction management or inspection services, public
outreach, or ongoing maintenance.

- Easement or right-of-way acquisition estimates are separate [INFORMATION
FORTHCOMING]

Construction costs will vary based on the ultimate project scope, timing, and
economic conditions. A desktop analysis was used to identify site conditions that are
likely to impact project costs, such as locations where bridges will be necessary. A site
survey, to be conducted in a future phase, will help better gauge the cost impacts of
these conditions. Cost contingencies included in the estimate help account for
additional costs that cannot be determined without detailed design and site survey,
such as utility relocation.
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Table 3 summarizes the estimated project cost by segment. Improvements are broken
down by corridor segments to allow flexibility in implementation phasing. Total cost
per phase may vary depending on the refined selection of projects per phase.
Features such as waysides, landscaping, and intersection improvements are included
in segment costs. Segments where existing site conditions require more extensive civil
works and structures, such as new bridges and pedestrian hybrid beacons, will be

more expensive to construct than those that will require more minimal civil works.
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Table 3. Implementation Phase Costs

PHASE and SEGMENT

PRELIMINARY COSTS

PHASE 1

Segment 6: Kings Canyon to Tulare
Segment 7: Tulare to Fowler
Segment 8: Fowler to Hwy 180

Segment 9: Hwy 180 to
Temperance

Phase 1Subtotals
Phase 2
Segment 1. Chestnut to Willow
Segment 2. Willow to Peach
Segment 3. Peach to Railroad
Phase 2 Subtotals
Phase 3

Segment 4: Railroad to Butler
Segment 5: Butler to Kings Canyon
Phase 3 Subtotal

Total for all phases

FUNDING SOURCES

3,360,000
997,000
1,569,000

680,000

$ 6,606,000

1,300,000
2,609,000
9,505,000

$ 13,414,000

$ 20,020,000

Multiple sources of funding can be combined to finance different aspects of the

Fancher Creek Trail. Dedicated, recurring funding is the most reliable way to build and

maintain a trail. Table 5 outlines such funding sources offered by regional, state, and

federal agencies. In addition to these sources, the City should review alternative

financing structures, such as reallocating existing funding, taking out infrastructure

bonds, or establishing development impact fees to determine the approach that best

fits with its financial strategy and will result in a sustainable revenue source. Because
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this Plan has both transportation and recreation benefits, funding sources from both
domains may be considered.

The Fancher Creek Trail Plan is ideal for several federal and state funding sources.
Grant programs are available for the design work needed to develop construction
ready plans and for the construction itself. Signage for trail gateways, wayfinding and
destinations, and for interpretive wayside rest areas is also available and should be
considered concurrently with construction funding. For more information on these
funding sources, such as the availability of funding, eligible improvements, and

weblinks, see Appendix H: Potential Funding Sources.
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Table 4. Funding Sources

Federal, State, and Regional Level Funding

Program Name

Surface
Transportation Block
Grant

Congestion
Mitigation and Air
Quality Program

Transportation
Alternatives Program
(TaP)

RAISE Transportation
Discretionary Grants

Reconnecting
Communities Pilot
Program

Safe Streets and
Roads for All (SS4A)
Grant Program

Highway Safety
Improvement

Funding Source

Description

Federal Funding

FHWA, FAST Act Program
administered through
the Fresno Council of
Governments

FHWA, FAST Act Program
administered through
the Fresno Council of
Governments

Federal Highway
Administration (FWHA)

US Department of
Transportation
(Applications are
submitted by Caltrans
annually.)

US Department of
Transportation

US Department of
Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA)

Projects must be in the Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) and be consistent with the Long-
Range Statewide Transportation Plan and
Metropolitan Transportation Plan. May
require 11.47% local match.

Projects approved by the Fresno COG
Policy Board are included in the Federal
Transportation Improvement Program
(FTIP) prior to federal reimbursement. The
2019-2020 CMAQ Call for Projects covers
four-years in the FTIP, 2020 — 2024. May
require 11.47% local match.

Caltrans controls a share of the funds to
distribute locally through a competitive
process. All potential TAP projects require
a sponsor for a minimum of 20% of the
project costs. Local governments are
eligible to apply.

Formerly known as Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage Development
(BUILD), and TIGER grants. Projects for RAIS
funding will be evaluated based on merit
criteria that include safety, environmental
sustainability, quality of life, economic
competitiveness, state of good repair,
innovation, and partnership.

Projects that address barriers, such as
roads, highways, and other transportation
infrastructure.

For agencies with Safety Action Plans in
place, grant awards may be used to carry
out projects and strategies in the Plan.

Projects in high-crash locations are most
likely to receive funding. States that have
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Federal, State, and Regional Level Funding

Program Name Funding Source Description

Program (HSIP) identified bicycle safety and pedestrian
safety as Emphasis Areas are more likely
to fund bicycle and pedestrian safety

projects.
Safe Routes to Federal Highway This program provides funding for
Schools Administration (FWHA) education, enforcement, evaluations, and

infrastructure improvements near
elementary and middle schools that
promote students walking and cycling to
school.

State Funding Sources

California Active California Transportation = Consolidated several older grant
Transportation Commission programs, including State SRTS and
Program Bicycle Transportation. Funds range of

capital and non-capital projects. Some
preference given to projects in
disadvantaged communities. The state
program is competitive among
jurisdictions statewide; the regional
program is competitive among Fresno
Council of Governments member

agencies.
California California Department of | Eligible projects are from the Statewide
Proposition 68 (Parks = Parks and Recreation Parks Program (SPP).
and Water Bond Act
of 2018), Statewide
Parks Program (SSP)
Highway Safety Caltrans For projects and programs that reduce
Improvement traffic fatalities and serious injuries by
Program correcting or improving a specific
problem. Highly competitive at the state
level.
Affordable Housing California Strategic Projects that facilitate compact
and Sustainable Growth Council development, including bicycle
Communities infrastructure and amenities, with
Program neighborhood scale impacts. Available to

government agencies and institutions
(including local government, transit
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Program Name

Federal, State, and Regional Level Funding

Funding Source

Description

Sustainable
Transportation
Planning Grants

Recreational Trails
Program

Regional Parks
Program

Rural Recreation and
Tourism Program

Land and Water
Conservation Fund

Habitat
Conservation Fund

Outdoor Equity
Grants Program

Per Capita Program

Recreational
Infrastructure
Revenue
Enhancement (RIRE)

Urban Greening
Grants

Caltrans

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Department of
Parks and Recreation

California Natural
Resources Agency

agencies and school districts), developers
and nonprofit organizations.

Funds for communities to do planning,
studies, and design work to identify and
evaluate projects, including conducting
outreach or implementing pilot projects.
Requires 11.47% match.

Funds for recreational trails for active
transportation. Requires 12% match.

Funding for counties and regional park
districts, regional open-space districts,
and open-space authorities to create,
expand, or improve regional parks and
regional park facilities. Funding via
Proposition 68.

Eligible applicants include cities with
population <50,000 and counties with
population <500,000.

Provides funding for the acquisition or
development of land to create new
outdoor recreation opportunities.

Requires 50% match.

Priority given to projects if they serve
under-served populations.

Non-competitive program covering both
Per Capita Program and Urban County Per
Capita. Requires 20% match.

Project must be for park and recreational
infrastructure purposes, either acquisition
or development, for the purposes
described in the revenue enhancement
measure.

A statewide program that allocates cap-
and-trade dollars to projects that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
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Program Name

Federal, State, and Regional Level Funding

Funding Source

Description

State
Transportation
Improvements
Program

Transformative
Climate
Communities
Program

Statewide Park
Development and
Community
Revitalization
Program

Sustainable
Transportation
Equity Project (STEP)

Measure C, Local
Transportation
Program

Regional Sustainable
Infrastructure
Planning Grant

Transportation
Development Act
Article 3

California Transportation

Commission

California Strategic
Growth Council

California Department of

Parks & Recreation

CA Air Resources Board

Projects need to be nominated in Regional
TIP.

Program'’s first year was 2017. Program
focus is on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, improving public health, create
economic opportunity, especially in
disadvantaged communities.

Fresno received a $66.5 million grant in
the program'’s first round.

Next application period will open early
2023 and anticipated to be due April 2023.

During the most recent round, this grant
funded 50 new parks and expanded/
renovated 62 existing parks.

Projects that address community-based
approach to providing clean
transportation and increase access to key
destinations.

Regional Funding Sources

Fresno County

Transportation Authority

Fresno Council of
Governments

Fresno Council of
Governments

The Measure C Extension Plan provides
multi-modal funding from a percentage
of local sales tax revenue in three
programs: public transit, local
transportation, and regional
transportation.

Program objective is to encourage local
and regional multimodal transportation
and land-use planning and addresses the
needs of disadvantaged communities.

Allocated among Fresno member
agencies based on population, taxable
sales, and transit performance.
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Program Name

Federal, State, and Regional Level Funding

Funding Source

Description

Bike Paths Grant

Community Grant
Program

Land Conservation
Loan Program

National Trails Fund

The Conservation
Alliance

Local Community
Grants

Other local
foundations, heaith
organizations, and
businesses

San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District

Provides funds to establish bicycle
infrastructure such as Class | or Class I
bicycle paths. Excludes landscaping and
other aesthetic amenities.

Other Funding Opportunities

PeopleForBikes

Conservation Fund

American Hiking Society

The Conservation
Alliance

Walmart

Provides funding to bike advocacy and
facility-building projects. Requires Letter of
Interest and full application.

Provides loans to quickly purchase high-
priority lands.

The establishment, protection, and
maintenance of trails. Applicant must be
an Alliance Organization Member. Eligible
to nonprofits.

Seeks to protect threatened wild places for
habitat and recreational values. Eligible to
nonprofits.

Funding provided directly from local
Walmart and Sam’s Clubs. May require
Letter of Inquiry.

Local Foundations, Health Organizations,
and Businesses can be good sources of
funds for education and outreach,
however, may not be suitable for the
larger funding needs for trail network
expansion.
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MEMORANDUM

January 11, 2023

To: Garine Kendoyan and Cassie Scholtz
Organization: City of Fresno

CC: Caltrans

From: Kristen Lohse and Peter Garcia, Toole Design
Project: Fancher Creek Trail Plan

Re: Community Engagement Plan

This memorandum covers the community engagement approach for Fancher Creek Trail Plan (Plan). It will
address the community engagement’s purpose, goals and strategies, and desired outcomes.

According to the Caltrans Sustainability Communities grant application for the project, the primary community
engagement events are pop-up activities, a tactical urbanism installation, and a school survey. The pop-up
activities and tactical urbanism installation will incorporate elements of participatory budgeting to lend agency to
residents as well as ownership of the project. Given Fresno and the Central Valley’s cultural and linguistic
diversity, materials and engagement strategies will reflect the area’s diverse population through translated
materials and culturally sensitive content.

Community Engagement Goals
Community engagement goals for the Plan are:

e Authentic Engagement. Identify and collaborate with key local stakeholder and affinity groups (such as
environmental justice focused community-based organizations) with important local knowledge. Develop
and facilitate engagement activities that resonate and are accessible to residents and stakeholders.

e Equity Based and Culturally Sensitive Engagement. Center the voices of residents and stakeholders
who have historically been left out of planning processes and create opportunities to meaningfully
participate in the project. Communication strategies will reflect Fresno and the Central Valley’s cultural
and linguistic diversity with culturally sensitive materials offered in multiple languages.

e Active and Participatory Engagement. Engagement activities will make sure that residents and
stakeholders have a say/agency in the plan’s developments through active and participatory
opportunities.

e Support Implementation. Community engagement activities and materials will generate awareness and
excitement for the project, in turn building momentum and support for its implementation.

¢ Work with key stakeholders. Engage with key stakeholders like Caltrans and property owners abutting
the project location to ensure clear communication and mutual understanding



Demographic Overview

The City of Fresno is a highly diverse city with a notable immigrant population. The City’s demographic data and
population tells us who lives in Fresno, the languages they speak, and how they access information

= 49% of the population identifies as Hispanic or Latino

= 14% of the population identifies as Asian

= 43% of the population speak a language other than English alone

= 36% of the population is 18 or younger, meaning a significant percent of the population are youth
=  Approximately 10% of Fresno residents lack access to a personal computer

=  Approximately 17% of Fresno residents lack access to broadband internet

=  23% of Fresno residents live below the poverty line

These data will inform the Community Engagement Strategy around equitable engagement methods,
communication, and information sharing with diverse populations.
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Figure 1: CalEnviroscreen 4.0 Map of the Project Area
Key Stakeholders

Key stakeholders in the Plan’s engagement strategy will involve three groups:
= Government stakeholders (such as the City of Fresno, Council District 5)

= Related private interests (such as developers)
= Residents and affinity groups (such as Friends of Fancher Creek).

The table below outlines stakeholders who will be significant to the project’s development and
feasibility. More stakeholders to be considered at a later meeting.



Government stakeholders Related Private Interests Residents and Affinity Groups

» Fresno City Council District 5 = Fresno Irrigation District »  Friends of Fancher Creek
= County of Fresno = Developers =  Community-based organizations
=  Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control = Property owners

District

=  Fresno Unified School District
= California Department of
Transportation

Activities

Pop-up Activations

The Consultant Team will host four pop-up activities in Fresno’s southeast area at locations near the trail. The
Consultant Team will work with the city and community-based organizations to host pop-ups at important
destinations and events. For example, hosting pop-ups at grocery stores, at high-ridership transit stops, or during
parent events at schools. The Consultant Team will coordinate with the city, CBOs, and other key stakeholders (to
be determined at a later meeting) to determine the locations, dates, and activities for the pop-up activations. Prior
to each pop-up activation, the Consultant Team will meet with the city, CBOs, and other key stakeholders on the
content distributed at the event.

Materials at the event will include informational documents that communicate the plan’s purpose and an
interactive component for the participatory budgeting process. Interactive activities can include using
posterboards and stickers (representing funding) to let participants vote on their preferred treatments or providing
play money and asking participants how they would distribute funding for amenities. The Consultant Team will
analyze trends and synthesize findings based on the data collected, which will ultimately inform final conceptual
designs.

The following table outlines locations, stakeholder partners, dates, and locations for pop-up activations.



Pop-Up # Date Location Potential Partners

#1 September Virtual Fresno BPAC
Virtual community 2l

meeting

#2 Saturday Site 1: Vallarta Supermarket None

4831 E Butler Ave, 559.455-0179

Alternate locations: El Mercado Super, 4707
E Belmont, 449.452-0135 OR

Sunlite Market/Fresno Latino Market, 4710 E
Kings Canyon, 559.251-7345

(with interpreters)

Supermarket tabling 9/17, 9/24, or
10/7

Site 2: Asian Super Market, 4818 E Tulare,
559.252.7025

Alternate location: Rasmey Market (Hmong)
4597 E Tulare Ave, 559.456-4533
(with interpreters)

Site 3: Vons, Kings Canyon and Clovis,
559.458.0209

Backup: Pilobos Soccer Park, 4945 E Lane
#3 Large event 10/5-10/16 The Big Fresno Fair

Likely 10/8 (with interpreters)

#4 TBD We are working with the CCY and Cultiva La = Center for
Community Meetings Salud to identify community events (with Community .
interpreters). Transformation,

Backup ideas: Fresno Pacific

Carlos.heurta@fres

Sports event at Sunnyside High School, 59)

253-6700, SunnysideHS@fresnounified.org ~ N-€du

o Cultiva La Salud,

Mosqueda Community Center, 4670 E Butler Genoveva@cultival
asalud.org

(D5)

Tactical Urbanism Temporary Installation

The Consultant Team will host one tactical urbanism event that will incorporate elements of participatory
budgeting and planning. The tactical urbanism event will allow participants to experience firsthand trail
improvements and will present an opportunity to the public to provide the Consultant Team with comments.


mailto:SunnysideHS@fresnounified.org
mailto:Carlos.heurta@fresno.edu
mailto:Carlos.heurta@fresno.edu
mailto:Carlos.heurta@fresno.edu

Examples of treatments to be demonstrated at the tactical urbanism event include wayfinding signage, seating,
and other amenities. The Consultant Team will develop a graphic that provides participants with a menu of trail
treatment options and their associated cost estimates. The participatory budgeting exercise will let participants
communicate to the Consultant Team and City where their priorities lie, as well as granting participants a sense of
ownership for the project.

The following table outlines the date, location, and potential partners for the tactical urbanism installation.

Event # Potential Partners Date Location
Tactical Urbanism  Friends of Fancher Creek Saturday in early to mid-  Working to identify city-
Event October 10-1 p.m. owned property with

nearby parking

School Survey

The Consultant Team will distribute a parent and student survey from the National Center for Safe Routes to
School to understand the travel behavior and barriers to active modes travel for students. The survey will be
distributed to three schools, seen in the table below, in an electronic format using the Alchemer online platform.
Paper surveys will also be distributed on site to mitigate accessibility issues raised by the digital divide. The
Consultant Team will upload paper surveys onto the online survey platform for ease of collection and analysis.

The table below includes participating schools and the timeline of the survey. Distribution type (paper or electronic
or both) to be determined on future meetings with school district staff and/or school superintendents.

# School Survey Timeline
#1 Ayer Elementary Early October
#2 Fancher Creek Elementary Early October
#3 Sunnsyide High School Early October

Community Engagement Promotion

The Consultant Team will develop promotional materials that advertise the Trail Plan, pop-up activations, and
tactical urbanism installation. Materials will be provided to the city and relevant CBOs to distribute with their
networks and contacts list. The Consultant Team will work closely with the city on the promotional material’s
branding to match the City’s design guidelines to maintain consistency with communication materials.

The table below outlines the media used, purpose, count, and potential partners to distribute promotional
materials. Count and partner stakeholders to be determined at a later meeting with City and key stakeholders.

Purpose Count Partner

Stakeholders




#1 E-mails

#2 Flyers

Yard signs at city-owned
property

School newsletters

#3 Social media posts

-Advertise the Fancher Creek Trail TBD
Plan

-Advertise pop-up events TBD

-Advertise tactical urbanism events

-Advertise the Fancher Creek Trail TBD
Plan

-Advertise pop-up events

-Advertise tactical urbanism event

TBD

TBD

TBD

The Consultant Team will leverage past planning efforts in Southeast Fresno and work with the Long-Range
Planning Department and Department of Public Works to gather a list of community members engaged on

previous trail project.

The table below outlines partners for community engagement promotion.

L —

City of Fresno Public Information Officer

#1

#2
#3

#4

#5

Language Equity and Accessibility

Steering Committee members
Friends of Fancher Creek

City of Fresno City Council District 5

Local CBOs

Center for Community Transformation, Fresno
Pacific

Cultiva La Salud

To expand reach and ensure that all have their voices heard, the Consultant Team will provide Spanish and
Hmong translations for written materials. The Consultant Team will coordinate with an interpretation service to
provide Spanish-language interpretation at meetings. The Consultant Team will coordinate with the city and local
CBOs to ensure that at least one Spanish-speaking interpreter is available to staff the pop-up events and the

tactical urbanism.



Along meeting the needs of mono-lingual non-English speakers, the Consultant Team will see to that engagement
materials are written in plain language that highlight key takeaways, such as the main differences and tradeoffs
between options in the participatory budgeting events. The consultant team will use the following principles when
developing public-facing materials:

Ensuring materials can be read by screen-readers and contain alt text
Using language that is easily understood by someone at an eighth grade reading level
Conveying information through images, graphics, and infographics when possible

Using graphic design principles that support readability by those with vision impairments (e.g., larger font
sizes, color schemes that are visible to the colorblind, etc.)



January 11, 2023

To: Cassie Scholz, Garine Kendoyan, Isaac Campos
Organization: City of Fresno

From: Kristen Lohse, Anjulie Palta Toole Design
Project: Fancher Creek Plan

Re: Task 2.1 Plan and Policy Review — Summary of Findings Memo

Plans, Policies, and Projects Reviewed

This memo includes state, regional, county, and local plans, projects and relevant policies and reports that were
reviewed as part of the Fancher Creek Trail Plan. A summary of these plans, policies, and projects and their
relevance to the Fancher Creek Plan are presented in Table 1.

Fancher Creek Specific

= 2001 Fancher Creek Draft Concept Plan

= 2011 California River Parkways Grant Program Application for Fancher Creek

= 2017 City of Fresno Trail Design Guidelines

= 2018 Fancher Creek Parkway Act

= 2018 Master Trails Agreement with Fresno Irrigation District

= 2019 Fancher Creek Town Center

= 2019 Fancher Creek Parkway Restoration Plan

= 2022 Travel by Trail, Fresno! Trail Network Wayfinding, Promotion and Connectivity Plan

City / Local

= 2014 Fresno General Plan

= 2017 City of Fresno Active Transportation Plan
= 2017 City of Fresno Parks Master Plan

= 2019 South Industrial Priority Are(SIPA) a Plan
= Central Southeast Specific Plan (in progress)

County

= 2018 Fresno County Regional Active Transportation Plan
= 2019 FAX Long Range Transit Plan

= 2022 Fresno County Regional Active Transportation Plan

State
= 2010 Caltrans Smart Mobility Framework — Smart Mobility Principles

Table



The following table provides summary information for the documents listed above, including the name, page count,
authors, description and relevance, and current status. The table also indicates the relative importance of each
document (with 1 being the most important/relevant) to the development of the Fancher Creek Plan. Documents
are organized by scale of the plan (Fancher Creek Specific, City/Local, County, and State), and by year.



Table 1. Summary of Plans, Policies, and Reports

) Page
Plan/Pol

anirolicy | count Author(s)

/Project
Fancher Creek Specific
2001 Fancher
Creek Draft
Concept Plan 37 2M Associates
2011 California City of Fresno
River Parkways (with adjacent
Grant Program 67 land owner
Application for Lance-Kashian
Fancher Creek & Company

Description

A working document
summarizing a
conceptual framework
for the general design
and lower sections of
the Fancher Creek
Parkway

Application for
Proposition 84 grant
funding for The
Habitat and
Interpretive Program
of the Fancher Creek
Parkway Project (area
from Clovis and Tulare
to Armstrong and E
Fancher Creek Ave)

Status
Relevance

Identifies high level goals and

objectives for the development of

Fancher Creek

Lists permitting agencies to be

engaged

Divides Fancher Creek into four Document
thematic program zones (zones 1 and = Finalized
2 cover the project area for this Plan)
and identifies gateways, rec areas,
landscape enhancements and various
new facilities for each zone
Conceptual plans sections are
provided for each zone

(Approx 1.5M) under the following two
statutory conditions: (1) Habitat and
(2) Conservation and Interpretive
Enhancement.

The Project would reaffirm the
development of a multi-purpose
Parkway with bikeways, as well as
possible FID irrigation canals that
could accommodate trails.

Document
Finalized

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Plan/Policy
/Project

2017 City of
Fresno Trail
Design
Guidelines

2018 Fancher
Creek Parkway
Act

2018 Master
Trails
Agreement with
Fresno Irrigation
District

Page

Count Author(s)
City of Fresno

90 and KTUA
Landscape
Architects

4 City of Fresno
Council of the

3 City of Fresno,
Approved by
City Attorney

Description

Design guidelines for

developing Class |

paved trails (Caltrans

designation of 12’
asphalt path with
concrete curb)

The Act formally

identifies goals and

policies for the
Fancher Creek
Parkway

Directs/initiates City

staff to review and
analyze the draft
Fancher Creek
Parkway Concept
Plan to prepare

proposed updates.

Relevance

Class | paved trail standards outlined
for: typical cross-section,
landscaping, fencing and railings,
furnishings, public part, signage,
bicycle/pedestrian bridges, ramps,
retaining walls, lighting and utilities,
trail heads/rest areas, parking, picnic
areas, restrooms and grade
separations.

Directs staff to review, update, and
finalize the 2001 Fancher Creek
Parkway Concept Plan

Led to creation of Fancher Creek
Advisory Committee and the Friends
of Fancher Creek.

Establishes list of agencies to be
engagement as part of Parkway
planning and implementation

City staff to determine if Concept Plan
will require General Plan
Amendments and Rezones

City staff to conduct outreach to
public and private property owners
within proposed Parkway footprint

Status

In Progress
(Administrati
ve Draft)

Document
Finalized

Fancher
Creek
Parkway
Concept
Plan was
adopted by
City council
in 2018.

1

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Page

Plan/Policy Count

/Project

2019 Fancher
Creek Town
Center 41

2022 Travel by

Trail, Fresno!

Trail Network
Wayfinding, 61
Promotion and
Connectivity Plan

City / Local

2014 Fresno
General Plan 503

Author(s)

Lee-Jagoe
Architecture, Inc.
and Fancher
Creek Properties
(owner)

City of Fresno
Public Works,
Engineering
Division,
prepared by
Toole Design

City of Fresno
Development
and Resource
Management
Department

Description

Conceptual TOD
Master Plan that
focuses on the
development of 180
units of affordable
housing for seniors.

Wayfinding Plan to
knit together the City’s
trails and transit
network.

The Fresno General
Plan 1 articulates a
vision for the city and
presents a set of
policies and
implementation
actions to achieve that
vision

Status
Relevance
Master Plan overlaps with northwest
portion of project area Senior living
Fancher Creek bisects the Master development
Plan area from Clovis at Huntington is currently
Ave to 180 under
Affordable housing development runs ~ construction.
adjacent to Creek
Provides conceptual sign standards
and families, wayfinding sign and
placement guidelines
Maintenance and cost estimating
strategies and potential wayfinding Document
funding sources are included Finalized
Recommendations include installing
wayfinding signs between the FAX Q
stop on Kings Canyon Road and
Fancher Creek Trail (and along FCT)
Outlines goals related to bicycling and
walking (Goal 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14,
16)
Identifies Fancher Creek Trail Plan
project area within the “Downtown Document
Finalized

Planning Area”

Identifies portions of Clovis Ave and
Kings Canyon Rd as BRT corridors
Refers to and supports 2017 City of
Fresno ATP — refer to this document

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Plan/Policy
/Project

2017 City of
Fresno Active
Transportation
Plan

2017 City of
Fresno Parks
Master Plan

2019 South
Industrial Priority
Area (SIPA)
Specific Plan

Page

Count Author(s)

City of Fresno,
347 prepared by
Fehr Peers

City of Fresno,
with PROS
Consulting,
Precision
Engineering,
Urban Diversity
Design, and
Studio 39.

302

City of Fresno
Development
and Resource
Management

144

Description

The ATP proposes a
long-term,
comprehensive
network of bikeways,
trails, and sidewalks.
The ATP also
identifies a priority
network of bikeways
and pedestrian areas
to focus on in the
near-term.

This parks master
plan (PMP) articulates
a vision for improving
Fresno’s park and
open space system.
The 2017 PMP is
intended to be used
as a tool for planning
and managing
Fresno’s park and
open space assets.

The purpose of this
plan is to consolidate
all of the City’s
adopted policies
related the South
Industrial Priority Area
into one document

Status
Relevance

for detailed ATP recommendations
and planning goals

Identifies almost all of Fancher Creek
Parkway as a future Class 1 Bike
path and a portion of the Parkway as
a “priority bikeway” for future
development

Identifies several planned Class Il
Bike Lanes that will cross Fancher
Creek at Butler Ave, Kings Canyon
Rd, and Tulane St

Document
Finalized

Outlines strategies for improving
parks and open space system
including, but limited to, expanding
join-use site agreements, building
new parks in existing urbanized
neighborhoods, and implementing
urban greening strategies in the
public realm.

Document
Finalized

The SIPA project area does not
overlap with the Fancher Creek Plan
project area, relevant content is
borrowed from the 2014 General
Plan.

Document
Finalized

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Page

Plan/Policy Count

/Project

Central
Southeast

Specific Plan e

County

2018 Fresno
County Regional
Active
Transportation
Plan

300+

2019 FAX Long
Range Transit

Plan (LRTP) 2L

Author(s)

City of Fresno

Fresno County

Fresno Council
of Governments,
prepared by:
VRPA
Technologies,
Inc.(with Mobility
Planners,

Description

and to analyze the
long-term, cumulative
impacts.

A long-range planning
document that
provides a vision for
the growth and
development of the
Southeast Fresno the
community over the
next 20- to 30-years

An important
document that will
help each jurisdiction
in the County identify
needed bicycle and
pedestrian projects
and help the agencies
qualify for new funds
to implement the
projects.

A plan to guide transit
and related
multimodal
investments and
services in the Fresno
region through 2050.
Developed to align
with state and federal

Status
Relevance

The 2014 General Plan should take
precedence over the SIPA Specific
Plan

The Southeast Specific Plan area
does not overlap with the Fancher
Creek Plan project area, however, the
plan aims to revitalize Kings Canyon
Rd as a critical commercial corridor, a
key road that crosses Fancher Creek

In Progress

2017 City of Fresno Active
Transportation Plan was developed in
accordance with and takes
precedence (for City of Fresno ATP
specific issues) over this County Plan

Document
Adopted

FAX project List includes:

A Fancher Creek Transit Center:
estimated cost $1M. (The transit
center is located at S Argyle and E
Tulare Ave in the 2019 Fancher
Creek Town Center site plan)

Draft
Document

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Plan/Policy
/Project

2022 Fresno

County Regional

Active
Transportation
Plan

State

2010 Caltrans
Smart Mobility
Framework —
Smart Mobility
Principles

Page
Count

100-
200

132

Author(s)

Nelson Nygaard,
and CDM Smith)

Fresno Council
of Governments
(Fresno COG’s)

Caltrans

Description

transportation goals,
guidance and funding

programs

A multimodal regional
transportation system

plan for Fresno

County through 2046.

Serves as the

foundation for both
short and long-term

planning.

The document

outlines a set of key
principles necessary

to attain Smart

Mobility’s benefits.

Relevance

An extension of the Kings Canyon
BRT corridor to Fancher Creek
(estimated cost $1M)

Establishes priority action to “Seek
funding to address regional,
multimodal transportation needs and
incentivize transportation investments
that benefit disadvantaged
communities. Examples include ATP,
CMAQ, STBG, TOD”

Relevant mobility principles include:
Location Efficiency, Reliable Mobility,
Health and Safety, Environmental
Stewardship, Social Equity, and
Robust Economy

Status

Document
Finalized

Document
Finalized

Level of
Relevance
to Plan



Relative Importance of Plans/Projects/Policies Reviewed

The figure below displays the relative importance (with 1 being the most important/relevant) of the documents
reviewed to the development of the Fancher Creek Plan.

Figure 2. Graphic illustrating relative importance of background documents to the Fancher Creek Plan.
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Background Documents of Highest Relevance

A more detailed summary of the two documents identified as a “1” are provided below. These documents provide
detailed policy, goals, recommendations, and guidelines for the development of the Fancher Creek Plan.

Fancher Creek Draft Plan Concept

The Fancher Creek Draft Plan Concept is a working document summarizing a conceptual framework for the
general design and lower sections of the Fancher Creek Parkway... This Concept. Plan is a first step in what will
ultimately be an ongoing planning process. This Concept Plan presents an interwoven vision and broad-brush
program for the general design and use of the lower sections of Fancher Creek. Selected sections of Fancher
Creek, generally within the City of Fresno are envisioned to be accessible to the public.

Three (3) distinct project vision “themes” are outlined for the Plan Concept:

1. Identity: Create an artistic urban "signature" for the City of Fresno and the Roosevelt Area in particular,
providing an identity for the community that sets it apart from others in the area.

2. Stewardship/Education: Provide an opportunity for a first-hand experience of the Central Valley's
stream and riparian habitats; where visitors learn about Fancher Creek, wildlife and flora.

3. Recreation: Portions of the Fancher Creek Parkway will be active, lively, and enticing - a place to hike, run,
bike, stroll, skate. watch birds, relax, picnic, and fly kites

Eight (8) project goals are also included:

1. Opportunity: Provide accessible outdoor recreation and education opportunities for all residents.
Education opportunities should build upon historical ecological and functional perspectives

2. Image: Emphasize the natural and open space qualities of a stream and riparian landscape. Improve and
develop focal points and gateways in such a way that the Parkway portrays a distinctive City image.

3. Experience and Balance: Develop the parkway as a destination point for those wishing to have an open
space experience, but not be so developed that the Parkway becomes overcrowded.

4. Ecology: Enhance water quality, plant and animal habitat conditions, and open space and natural
resources while promoting water and energy conservation and minimizing environmental impacts.

5. Unity: Present one unified Image to park users and as viewed from major arterial streets that cross it.

6. Access: Encourage residents to use alternatives to automobiles as a means of accessing the Parkway.

7. Quality: Improve structural integrity, function and safety of existing man-made features, be cost effective,
and recognize the. need for efficiency in long-term maintenance and operations of the Parkway.

8. Safety: Provide safe public use opportunities and do not preclude emergency access, maintenance
access for public utilities, or future projects

A physical “framework” for the development of the Parkway is included in the Plan (Figure 2), which divides the
Parkway into four (4) thematic “zones”. Typical cross sections are included for each zone (Figure 4, 5) and potential
features, facilities, and enhancements are identified in a corresponding bullet point list. Lastly, park/recreation areas,
riparian enhancements, gateways, and trail connections are identified on a Parkway-scale conceptual plan (Figure
3).
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Exhibits
Key conceptual plans and cross sections included in the 2001 Fancher Creek Draft Concept Plan are included

below.

Figure 2. Fancher Creek Parkway Framework of “Zones”: 2001 Fancher Creek Draft Concept Plan
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Figure 4. Conceptual Zone 3 Cross section: 2001 Fancher Creek Draft Concept Plan
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City of Fresno Trail Design Guidelines

These guidelines provide direction for developing Class | paved trails as part of the City of Fresno’s transportation
system to accommodate multiple user types. The term “shared use path” is widely used in governmental guidance
to describe paved trails... The City's definition of a Class | trail is a 12 foot wide asphalt path with concrete curbs
(Figure 6). Full concrete trails or trails less than 12 feet wide will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances,
such as existing areas with insufficient right-of-way, filling gaps within an existing concrete trail, etc.

The following Class | paved trail standards are included in the Guidelines:

e Typical cross-section dimensions and configuration (Figure 7)
e Landscaping

e Fencing and railings

e Furnishings

e Public art

e Signage

e Bicycle/pedestrian bridges
e Ramps

e Retaining walls

e Lighting and utilities

e Trail heads/rest areas
e Parking

e Picnic areas

e Restrooms

e Grade separations

13



Figure 6. City of Fresno Class | Trail Standard Drawing: Referenced in City of Fresno Trail Design Guidelines
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Figure 7. Typical Cross Section for Class | Canal Side Trail: City of Fresno Trail Design Guidelines

Next Steps

Relevant policies, guidelines, and projects within each of the background documents outlined in Table 1 will guide
the development of the Fancher Creek Trail Plan and conceptual design. The Fancher Creek Draft Plan Concept
and City of Fresno Trail Design Guidelines will be of particular importance throughout the planning process.



January 11, 2023

To: Cassie Scholz, Garine Kendoyan, Isaac Campos
Organization: City of Fresno

From: Kristen Lohse, Anjulie Palta Toole Design
Project: Fancher Creek Plan

Re: Task 2.2 Existing Conditions and Needs Analysis

This memorandum provides a review of existing conditions along the 5.3-mile stretch of Fancher Creek from
Jensen to Temperance. The purpose of this review is to understand the physical landscape of the canal and
inform the development of a conceptual design and alignment for Fancher Creek. The memo summarizes the
constraints and opportunities in study area and its surrounding context.

Overview

In 2001, the City of Fresno commissioned the Fancher Creek Parkway Concept Plan to develop a vision for the
development of the Fancher Creek corridor through southeast Fresno. This memorandum draws on the
background information contained in original plan, in combination with current information and a site visit.

Fancher Creek (Canal) originates in the Sierra Nevada foothills of Fresno County and flows southeasterly through
the County of Fresno and City of Fresno for approximately 25 miles, originally ending in a wide floodplain of
alluvial deposits. Today, the canal joins the Central No. 23 and Washington Colony canals northeast of the
intersection of S Clovis and E Church Avenues. Though considered a natural channel, Fancher Creek is bounded
by levees that were constructed and are maintained the Fresno Irrigation District (FID), primarily west of N
Temperance Avenue, to convey water for agricultural irrigation and industrial uses. These levees vary in width
from 15-30 feet and are present on most but not all side of the canal. Vegetation along the canal is typically scant
to non-existent, except for the segment of the project area owned by County of Fresno. There are some short
segments of formal trail along stretches of the canal and informal public use of the canal banks was observed
along most other stretches.

There are also a number of flood control structures within the project area, operated by the Fresno Metropolitan
Flood Control District (FMFCD). These include the Fancher Creek Reservoir, the Fancher Creek Flood Basin, and
the US Army Corps of Engineers’ Redbank-Fancher Creeks Flood Control Project. These structures highlight the
importance of water management in the area, both for the agricultural landscapes that once existed here, and
current urban development. Land near these structures, while fenced and devoid of plantings, do provide open
space (albeit unusable to the public) and vistas. While not abundant, wildlife is drawn to the water and can be
observed along some stretches of the canal. The Fresno County Bridle trail (through the County of Fresno
jurisdiction, between E Kings Canyon and E Butler Avenues) features large existing trees, shade, and quiet,
which make for a lovely walk, even in high temperatures. The Fancher Creek Canal, while utilitarian in character
today, has the potential to be a special part of the urban landscape when a trail is developed along its banks.


http://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-update.jpg
http://www.fresnofloodcontrol.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2018-update.jpg

Community Need

Key Takeaways

= The project area includes economically and environmentally disadvantaged communities.

= There are five elementary schools and several other secondary and high schools in the area,
indicating a number of families in the area

= The project area does feature parks, but most are quite small

= New development will add population and thus need for services to the project area.

= Many, if not most existing biking and walking facilities are found on higher volume, high speed
streets, and do not connect with one another.

Demographics and Environmental Burdens
The project area includes a high concentration of disadvantaged communities.

Fancher Creek from Jensen to Temperance is physically located in five Census tracts. Combined, these tracts are
home to 23,177 residents. At the tract level, one of the five tracts Fancher Creek is physically located in is
considered income disadvantaged ($40,357 MHI), and one is considered severely income disadvantaged
($22,267 MHI). The census tracts were also analyzed at a block group level.

On average 17% of the population in the five Census tracts where the Fancher Creek trail plan area is physically
located are children under 10, while 10% of the population are elderly. The National Center for Biotechnology
recognizes that children and the elderly

are more sensitive to particulate matter

in the air, and more susceptible the

health effects of pollution.*

The project area is also home to a
diverse population, see race/ethnicity.
Over 40% identify as Latinx and over
20% as Asian American.

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 mapping shows
that the project area residents bear a
high pollution burden percentile, with
two are in the 60-70th percentile
statewide. Rates of asthma and

Cardiovascular disease are higher than Figure 1. Race and ethnicity demographics in the
project area. Source: City of Fresno

" Who's at risk? Gauging Susceptibility to Air Pollutants, Environmental Health Perspectives. Accessed via
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3080959/



71-81% of other tracts statewide, which is not surprising given that exposure to particulate matter is higher than
97% of areas statewide.

Figure 2. Cal EnviroScreen 4.0. Accessed via https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40

Connectivity

Currently there are existing bike lanes and short segments of the trail throughout the project area (see Map 1).
Fresno’s 2017 Active Transportation Plan (ATP) indicates that many of these facilities are on roadways (defined
as having higher vehicle volumes and speeds). In addition, very few of these are connected. The ATP’s proposed
network includes bikeways (Class | paths and Class Il bike lanes) all the major street in the area, including:

o East-west streets: Tulare, Kings Canyon, Butler, Church, Jensen,
¢ North-south streets: Chestnut, Willow, Peach, Clovis, Fowler

FAX Transit lines 1 and 22 connect to the north end of the proposed trail alignment via Tulare, Kings Canyon,
Clovis, and Fowler, creating the potential for first/last mile connections to the trail.

Land Use: Schools and Parks
There are multiple schools in the area including:

o Five elementary schools: Fancher Creek, John S. Walsh, Ayer, Greenberg, and Storey
e Phoenix Secondary School
e Terronez Middle School


https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2016/09/170022FresnoATPFinal012017.pdf
https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2016/09/170022FresnoATPFinal012017.pdf

Sunnyside High School

There are a number of parks in the project area; all small with the exception of Al Radka Park. Parks include:

Al Radka Park

Trolley Creek Park

Sunnyside Park

Mosqueta Bike Park

Ramirez Soccer Field

Pilobo Soccer Park

Calwa Recreation and Park District
Sunnyside Park

Storey Elementary Blacktop Playground
South Sunnyside Granville Greenpark
Willow Balch Park

Land Use: Development

Many vacant parcels in the project area are slated for development and the planned Fancher Creek Development
overlaps with northwest portion of project area. There are includes existing and planned affordable housing and
housing for seniors.

Constraints

Key Takeaways

FID requires full access to one side of canal.

Minimum 20’ setback from edge of canal bank required per FID.

Lack of existing trees/shade/vegetation result in hot and dusty conditions.

There are some segments where canal banks are narrow or not accessible at all.
Canal crossings at roadways lack existing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.

Refer to Maps 2 and 3 and Project Photos for locations.

Space Constraints and Ownership Issues

Fresno Irrigation District (FID) owns most of the channel and levee system and holds easements along
the canal for maintenance. FID requires full access to one side of canal to carry out maintenance
activities, which involves the use of large equipment.

FID requires a minimum 20’ setback from edge of canal bank (setback is required for both
trees/landscaping and shared-use path).

Ownership issues and encroachment into the ROW:

o Alignment travels adjacent to private properties and individual homes (typically backyards).
Private property owners/homeowners who may be impacted by the project will need to be
consulted and engaged early in the planning process.

0 Some segments of the canal have narrow (15 feet wide) or extremely narrow banks (less than 15
feet wide), limiting access.




0 Some segments have narrower rights of way and thus have no usable bank. Other segments
have encroachments like fences and vegetation (see attached photos)

o Alignment travels adjacent to parcels slated for new development. Some developments have or
are installing trail along the canal. Future developers will need to be consulted and engaged early
in the planning process.

e Majority of Fancher Creek and the study area is within the City of Fresno. However, the canal between
the Rail and E Huntington Ave falls within unincorporated Fresno County.

Connections and Circulation

e Lack of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure at crossings and intersections along canal.
¢ Lack of wayfinding and navigational signage at/along existing canal shared use paths.

Landscaping, Comfort, and Aesthetics

e Lack of trees/shade/vegetation between E Tulare Avenue and E Kings Canyon Road and Railroad and E
Jensen.

o Existing trees and vegetation may need to be removed to accommodate shared-use path in the ROW.

¢ No new trees or vegetation permitted on canal banks within 20 feet of the bank edge.

¢ Erosion mitigation will need to be addressed with all proposed alignments/conceptual designs.

¢ Potential landscaping restrictions (canal water cannot be used for irrigation purposes).

Infrastructure and Utilities

e Several flow structures are placed along extents of canal which require FID access. Maintaining FID
access may constrain alignment solutions in these areas. Additionally, the structures in the canals such
as trash collectors and weirs can be dangerous and may warrant warning signing and/or fencing.

e An existing well, FID staging area, and FID easement are located on northeast corner of Church and
Peach, this will make an alignment on the east side of the canal in this area challenging.

e Existing rail crossing at canal between Butler and Church Avenue may warrant controls, signals and
crossing facilities, currently none exist. Further coordination with rail owner will be needed.

Opportunities

Key Takeaways

= Intermittent Class | Bike Paths and Shared Use Paths along canal afford existing trail
infrastructure to tap into.

= All canal crossings in project area have planned or existing Class | and Il Bike Paths
(except for rail crossing).

= Zoned “open space” parcels in key areas offer potential opportunities for trail amenities and
parking areas.

Refer to Maps 2 and 3 and Project Photos for locations.

Connections and Circulation

¢ Existing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure:
o Class | Bike Path
= East/south side of canal from railroad tracks to E Church Ave at Waldby Avenue.
= South side of canal from E Tulare to N Claremont Avenue.
0 Shared Use Path
= East side of canal from Kings Canyon Road to railroad tracks.




o Planned and/or existing Class | and Class Il Bike Paths are present at all canal crossings.?

e Opportunity to connect to/provide gateway at Kings Canyon Road which is slated to transform into a key
mixed-use transportation corridor.

e FAX bus route and stops located along Clovis Avenue and Kings Crossing directly adjacent to canal.
Potential for proposed alignment to connect to bus transfer point/transit node at Clovis Avenue.

e Fancher Creek Town Center Plan for 180 units of affordable housing for seniors east of N Clovis Avenue
straddling either side of E Tulare Avenue. The plan also includes a transit node and retail center.

¢ Alignment travels adjacent to parcels slated for new development. Some developments have or are
installing trail along the canal. Future developers will need to be consulted and engaged early in the
planning process.

Landscaping, Comfort, and Aesthetics

e Wide bank on east side of canal between railroad and E Church Avenue is zoned for “Open Space”
development. Opportunity to implement low-impact public recreation uses and/or landscaped space.

e Potential to redevelop area west of N Fowler Ave as open/recreative space north of canal (area between
N Fowler and Sunnyside Avenue). This area is one of two spaces zoned for Open Space in the project
area. Opportunity to implement low-impact public recreation uses and/or permanent landscaped space.

e Wide banks between E Kings Canyon and E Butler Avenue. Opportunity to implement low-impact public
recreation uses and/or permanent landscaped space.

Infrastructure and Utilities

e Existing pedestrian bridge north of E Church Avenue at canal bend offers canal crossing opportunity.

22017 City of Fresno Active Transportation Plan. (2017). City of Fresno. https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp
content/uploads/sites/17/2016/09/170022FresnoATPFinal012017.pdf



https://www.fresno.gov/publicworks/wp

Trail Crossings

Roadway characteristics at intersections with the canal have the potential to impact trail user, safety, and comfort.
The table below describes the opportunities and challenges at each location. Refer to Maps 2 and 3 for locations.

CROSSING

CHESTNUT /
JENSEN

WILLOW (NS)

CHURCH (EW)

PEACH (NS)

MINNEWAWA
(NS)

RAILROAD

POTENTIAL FOR ENTRANCE /
GATEWAY

Chestnut is 4 lanes with curbed median. Close distance X If entrance can be located on east

CROSSING OPPORTUNITIES + CONSTRAINTS

to Jensen makes midblock crossing unfavorable.
Potential to route crossing to Chestnut and Jensen
intersection via widened sidewalk on east side of
Chestnut. Jensen is 5/6 lanes wide at intersection.
Existing intersection is signalized, potential to modify
for trail user crossing.

Willow is 3 lanes wide at this midblock crossing. There
is sufficient distance from nearby intersections for
improved / new crossing treatments. *

Church is 2 lanes wide at this midblock crossing. Close
proximity to elementary school to the west. Potential to
coordinate crossing improvements via Safe Routes
project or similar initiative with potential for widened
sidewalk at existing sidewalk on north side of Church.
Alternatively, there is potential to cross Church at
intersection with Peach via widened sidewalk on south
side of canal along Church (FID access is currently on
north side of canal).

Traffic volumes: 6,5336 average daily traffic (ADT)
west of Peach

Peach is 4 lanes at this midblock canal crossing. Close
distance to Church makes midblock crossing
unfavorable. Trail, if on widened sidewalk, could cross
Peach at Peach and Church intersection, and utilize a
widened sidewalk on the east side of Peach from the
intersection to the canal trail.

Traffic volumes: not available

Minnewawa is 2 lanes at this crossing. Minnewawa is a
local neighborhood street at this location, so vehicle
volumes are likely low.

Traffic volumes: not available

Crossing is constrained due to existing vegetation,
curves in canal alignment, narrow canal banks, and
private property immediately adjacent to canal. Train
crossing frequency is unknown, further coordination will
be needed with rail owner. Coordinate with the County
is also needed as they may be doing trail
improvements in this area.

side of Chestnut an entrance may
be feasible. This area marks the
beginning of the study area / trail.
Canal is prominently located at
intersection (not mid-block). Class
| bike path is also proposed along
Jensen Ave and will intersect with
Chestnut.

There is more space at Willow
than at Chestnut to create a
gateway

Crossing is close to high visibility
intersection (not mid-block).
Existing FID staging area on
northwest corner of Peach and
Church could be used for trail
entrance / trail amenities (parking
area, restrooms, map, etc.).
Alternatively (or in addition) parcel
to the north of canal (currently
zoned for community use) could be
developed for trail purposes.



BUTLER (EW)

KINGS
CANYON (EW)

CLOVIS (NS)

TULARE (EW)

FOWLER (NS)

TEMPERANCE
(NS)

Butler is 2 lanes wide at this midblock crossing.
Traffic volumes: not available

Kings Canyon is 5 lanes at this midblock crossing.
Vehicle volumes are high. Close proximity to Walling to
the east may require turning restrictions at that minor
intersection. Sufficient distance from nearby major
intersections.

Traffic volumes: 28,799 ADT east of Peach

Clovis is 7 lanes wide at this midblock crossing. High
vehicle volumes. Close proximity to minor intersection
to the south may require turning restrictions at that
minor intersection. Sufficient distance from nearby
major intersections.

Traffic volumes: 42,998 ADT north of Kings Canyon

Tulare is 3 lanes wide at this midblock crossing. Canal
makes a tight loop to the north then becomes adjacent
to Tulare again. Opportunity to create crossing and trail
alignment that bypasses loop. Development to the west
may increase vehicle volumes.

Traffic volumes: not available

Fowler is 5 lanes wide with curbed median at this
midblock crossing. Crossing is close to Tulare/Fowler
intersection to the south. Consider widened sidewalks
south to intersection on both sides of Fowler Ave.

Traffic volumes: not available

Temperance is two lanes in this segment and vehicle
volumes are high and uncomfortable for pedestrians.
Areas to the north have higher volumes, and areas to
the south lower. Speed reductions and crossing
improvements are recommended.

Traffic volumes: 9,855 south of McKinley, 948 north of
North

Intersection is adjacent to the
proposed Fancher Creek Town
Center development/transit node
as well as existing FAX bus routes
and stops. Class | bike path is also
proposed along Clovis Ave.

Existing zoned open space on
north side of canal at Fowler could
be repurposed for trail entrance,
passive recreation, and trail
amenities.

Not adequate space, does not
connect to existing or proposed
bike infrastructure.

*Additional analysis at each crossing (including pedestrian and vehicle volumes, speeds, sight distance, and
distance to nearby intersections) will be needed to determine the feasibility of installing improved/new crossing
treatments. Treatments may include, but are not limited to, a combination of signalization, RRFBs, HAWKSs,
painting/striping, and widened sidewalk to nearest signalized intersection.



PUBLIC OUTREACH MATERIALS

Figure 1. Public Meeting Flyer



Figure 2. Public Meeting Flyer



Figure 3. Flyer for Pop-Up Event



Figure 4. Postcard Mailer




Figure 5. Project One-Pager



PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENT PHOTOS

Figure 2: Tabling at
the trailhead.

Figure 1.
Members of the
public engaging.



Opinion of Probable Costs, including Acquisition

Fancher Creek Trall

Design, engineering, construction, and acquisition costs being finalized (preliminary costs provided within plan
document). Detailed estimate will be inserted after public review.



APPENDIX H: POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

To implement the Fancher Creek Trail Plan, many resources are available to fund, construct, and maintain it. Resources include potential funding

sources, local teaming partners, key development strategies, and resources for trail construction and maintenance. This appendix includes
potential funding sources applicable to partner organizations as well. Leveraging multiple funding sources to address different aspects of trail

design and construction is suggested.

Table 1. Potential Funding Sources

Funding
Sources

Administering
Agency

Availability

(o]
Funding

Eligible Improvements

Weblink

Planning,
Construction,
Maintenance,
Programming

Federal Funding (Administered Locally by Fresno Council of Governments)
Surface FHWA, FAST Act Every two Projects must be in the Statewide Bicycle facilities, including trails https://www.fresnoc Construction
Transportation Program years ; next Transportation Improvement og.org/project/conge
Block Grant administered round Program (STIP) and be consistent stion-mitigation-air-
through the anticipated to ":'Vri;:stherlt_:t?g;mRslr;ieaitc?teWide quality-cmag-
Fresno Council of be due Metrc?p?olita:Transportation Plan. program/ o
Governments September May require 11.47% local match. 2019 application
2023 guidelines:
https://www.fresnoc
og.org/wp-
content/uploads/201
6/06/A.-2019-20-
Final-
STBGGuidelines.pdf
Congestion FHWA, FAST Act Every four Projects approved the Fresno COG Emissions-reducing transportation 2019 application
Mitigation and Program years Policy Board are included in the projects located in/benefitting a guidelines:
Air Quality administered Federal Transportation nonattainment or maintenance area https://www.fresnoco
Program through the Improvement Program (FTIP) prior .org/project/conge
Fresno Council of to federal reimbursement. The stion-mitigation-
Governments 2019-2020 CMAQ Call for Projects airquality-
covers four-years in the FTIP, 2020 — cmagprogram
2024.
May require 11.47% local match.



https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/A.-2019-20-Final-STBG-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/congestion-mitigation-air-quality-cmaq-program/

Funding
Sources

Transportation
Alternatives
Program (TAP)

Administering
Agency
Federal Highway

Administration
(FWHA)

Availability
(o]

Funding
Yearly;
available 2023
funding is $1.3
billion

Caltrans controls a share of the
funds to distribute locally through a
competitive process. All potential
TAP projects require a sponsor for a
minimum of 20% of the project
costs. Local governments are
eligible to apply.

Eligible Improvements
TAP funds projects that create bicycle
and pedestrian facilities and convert
abandoned railway corridors to
pedestrian trails, among others.
Eligible activities include pedestrian
and bicycle facilities and educational
programs, landscaping, rail-to-trail
conversions, among others.

https://www.fhwa.do

t.gov/environment/tr

ansportation alternat

ives/

Planning,
Construction,
Maintenance,
Programming

Planning,
Construction

RAISE
Transportation
Discretionary
Grants

US Department
of Transportation
(Applications are
submitted by
Caltrans
annually.)

Notice of
funding to be
released
November
2022.

Formerly known as Better Utilizing
Investments to Leverage
Development (BUILD), and TIGER
grants. Projects for RAISE funding
will be evaluated based on merit
criteria that include safety,
environmental sustainability,
quality of life, economic
competitiveness, state of good
repair, innovation, and partnership.

Fund a broad array of road, rail,
transit, and bicycle and pedestrian
projects

https://www.transpor

tation.gov/RAISEgrant

s/about#:~:text=The%

20Rebuilding%20Ame

rican%20Infrastructur

e%20with,promise%2

0to%20achieve%20na

tional%20objectives.

Planning,
Construction

Highway Safety
Improvement
Program (HSIP)

Federal Highway
Administration
(FHWA)

10% of state’s
HSIP fund

Projects in high-crash locations are
most likely to receive funding.
States that have identified bicycle
safety and pedestrian safety as
Emphasis Areas are more likely to
fund bicycle and pedestrian safety
projects.

Funding for safety projects aimed at
reducing traffic fatalities and serious
injuries. Bike lanes, roadway
shoulders, crosswalks, intersection
improvements, underpasses and signs
are examples of eligible projects.

https://highways.dot.
gov/safety/hsip

Planning,
Construction

Safe Routes to
Schools

Federal Highway
Administration
(FWHA)

As part of TAP
and the Surface
Transportation
Block Grant

This program provides funding for
education, enforcement,
evaluations, and infrastructure
improvements near elementary and
middle schools that promote
students walking and cycling to
school.

Infrastructure projects that benefit
schools; programmatic elements, as
well as statewide and local planning
efforts.

https://www.transpor
tation.gov/mission/he
alth/Safe-Routes-to-
School-Programs

Programming,
Construction

Reconnecting
Communities
Pilot Program

US Department
of Transportation

Closed October
13, 2022.

Applicable to roads, bridges, transit,
rail, and gas pipeline barriers.

Projects that address barriers, such as
roads, highways, and other
transportation infrastructure.

https://www.transpor
tation.gov/grants/rec

onnecting-
communities

Planning,
Construction

State Funding Sources



https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_alternatives/
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://www.transportation.gov/RAISEgrants/about#:%7E:text=The%20Rebuilding%20American%20Infrastructure%20with,promise%20to%20achieve%20national%20objectives.
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/hsip
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/hsip
https://highways.dot.gov/safety/hsip
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities

Funding
Sources

Administering

Agency

Availability
(o]
Funding

Eligible Improvements

Planning,
Construction,
Maintenance,
Programming

California California Varies; Cycle 7 Consolidated several older grant Bikeways, crossing improvements and  https://dot.ca.gov/pr Programs,
Active Transportation call for programs, including State SRTS and most programmatic activities (e.g., ograms/localassistanc | construction
Transportation Commission applications Bicycle Transportation. Funds range = €Ncouragement, education, and e/fed-
Program expected in the | of capital and non-capital projects. enf.orcement), a”‘?' plans (including andstateprograms/ac
. . . active transportation plans and Safe - -
spring 2023 Some preference given to projects Routes to School plans) tivetransportationpro
in disadvantaged communities. The gram/cycle5
state program is competitive among
jurisdictions statewide; the regional
program is competitive among
Fresno Council of Governments
member agencies.
California California Amount Eligible projects are from the A variety of park facilities and types, https://www.parks.ca Planning,
Proposition 68 Department of available is Statewide Parks Program (SPP) including linear greenbelt parks, .gov/?page id=29939 | Construction
(Parks and Parks and $395,333M; nonmotorized trails, pedestrian,
Water Bond Act Recreation gran't . Gl (D e
applications
of 2018), should be
Statewide Parks between $200K
Program (SSP) and $8.5M
Previous round
of applications
due March 12,
2021 (see
bottom of this
document)
Highway Safety Caltrans Varies; From For projects and programs that Safety-related pedestrian, bikeway and |https://dot.ca.gov/pro | Programs, planning
Improvement one to two reduce traffic fatalities and serious | crossing projects. Certain activities grams/local-
Program years. 2022 injuries by correcting or improving | under the SRTS, safety/education and  lassistance/fed-and-
applications a specific problem. Highly enforcement programs; also, certain state-
opened May competitive at the state level. spot improvements. Bike lanes, paved  programs/highway-
and closed in shoulders, crosswalks, intersection safety-improvement-
September. improvements and signage program_



https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/active-transportation-program/cycle5
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_3_Timeline_1.22.19.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_3_Timeline_1.22.19.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_3_Timeline_1.22.19.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_3_Timeline_1.22.19.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_4_Timeline_10.29.20_11.5.20.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/1008/files/SPP_Round_3_Timeline_1.22.19.pdf
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/highway-safety-improvement-program

Availability

Planning,
Construction,

Funding Administering of Maintenance,
Sources Agency Funding Eligible Improvements Programming
Affordable California Annually; Projects that facilitate compact Bikeways and pedestrian http://sgc.ca.gov/pro Construction,
Housing and Strategic Growth | applications for development, including bicycle improvements, particularly those in the grams/ahsc/ programming
Sustainable Cainll Round 7 opens infrastructure and amenities, with area covered in specific plans. Must be
Communities Jan 2023 and neighborhood scale impacts. paired with affordable housing
due March Available to government agencies development, cannot be submitted as a
T 2023 and institutions (including local standalone project.
government, transit agencies and
school districts), developers and
non-profit organizations.
Sustainable Caltrans Annually; Funds for communities to do Planning, community engagement, https://dot.ca.gov/pro | Planning
Transportation applications planning, studies, and design work | studies to improve bicycle and rams/transportation-
Planning Grants open early to identify and evaluate projects, pedestrian connections. lanning/regional-
2023 and due including conducting outreach or planning/sustainable-
February 2023 implementing pilot projects. transportation-
Requires 11.47% match. planning-grants
Recreational California Next call for Funds for recreational trails for Trail maintenance, restoration, https://www.parks.ca. | Maintenance,
Trails Department of projects active transportation. Requires trailhead facilities, new trail gov/?page id=24324 construction
Program Parks and expected early 12% match. construction, and maintenance
Recreation February. equipment.
Regional Parks California Amount Funding for counties and regional Acquisition for new or enhanced https://www.parks.ca Planning,
Program Department of available is park districts, regional open-space | public access and use. Development .gov/?page id=29940 construction
Parks and S23M; districts, and open-space to create or renovate:
. Applications authorities to create, expand, or . . .
Recreation d . . e Trails (preference to multiuse trails
ue November improve regional parks and
5,2021. regional park facilities. Funding via over single-use trails)
Proposition 68. e Regional sports complexes
e Visitor and interpretive facilities
e Other types of recreation and
support facilities in regional parks
Rural California Amount Eligible applicants include cities Projects that support economic https://www.parks.ca Planning,
Recreation and Department of available is with population <50,000 and and health-related goals for .gov/?page id=28439 construction
T Parks and S23M; counties with population recreation for residents and
Program Recreation Applications <500,000. visitors. Includes accessible trails

due November
5,2021.

and bikeways, sports complexes,
visitor centers for historic or
natural resources, access to
waterways



http://sgc.ca.gov/pro
http://sgc.ca.gov/pro
http://sgc.ca.gov/pro
http://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/
http://sgc.ca.gov/programs/ahsc/
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/regional-planning/sustainable-transportation-planning-grants
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24324
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24324
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24324
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24324
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29940
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29940
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29940
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28439
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28439
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28439

Funding
Sources

Land and Water
Conservation

Administering
Agency

California

Department of

Availability
(o]
Funding

Last application
was February

Provides funding for the
acquisition or development of land

Eligible Improvements

Acquisition project or
development project for parks,

https://www.parks.ca
.gov/?page id=21360

Planning,
Construction,
Maintenance,
Programming

Construction

Fund Parks and 2022. Next is to create new outdoor recreation includes trail corridors connecting
Recreation February 2024; opportunities to recreational opportunities.
every other
year.
Habitat California Annual Requires 50% match. Acquisition or development of https://www.parks.ca Construction
Conservation deadline in trails which bring urban residents .gov/?page id=21361

Department of

early February

into park and/or wildlife

Fund Parks and
. areas.
Recreation
Outdoor Equity California S57M awarded Priority given to projects if they Multi-year, multi-touch outdoor https://www.parks.ca Programming

Grants Program Department of May 2022; No serve under-served populations. education programs serving youth, .gov/?page id=30443
Parks and next seniors, and families.
Recreation application due
date as of early
Nov 2022.
Per Capita California No date; Non-competitive program Local park rehabilitation, creation, https://www.parks.ca Maintenance,
Program Department of anticipated covering both Per Capita Program and improvement grants to local .gov/?page id=30095 planning
Parks and acceptance of and Urban County Per Capita. governments on a per capita basis.
N . o
Recreation applications Requires 20% match.
Dec 2022.
Recreational California $37M available Project must be for park and Improving or enhancing local or https://www.parks.ca Construction

Infrastructure
Revenue
Enhancement
(RIRE)

Department of
Parks and
Recreation

from
Proposition 68;
previous
application due
date was
December 31,
2021.

recreational infrastructure
purposes, either acquisition or
development, for the purposes
described in the revenue
enhancement measure.

regional park infrastructure for the
purposes of the revenue
enhancement measure.

.gov/?page id=30162

Urban Greening
Grants

California Natural
Resources Agency

Annually, next
grant
application due
date
anticipated July
2023

A statewide program that allocates
cap-and-trade dollars to projects
that reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Projects that reduce commute vehicle
miles traveled by constructing bicycle
paths, bicycle lanes or pedestrian
facilities that provide safe routes for
travel between residences,
workplaces, commercial centers, and
schools.

https://resources.ca.g

ov/grants/urban-
greening

Planning,
construction,
maintenance



https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21360
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21360
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21360
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21361
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21361
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21361
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30443
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30443
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30443
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30095
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30095
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30095
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30162
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30162
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30162
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening
https://resources.ca.gov/grants/urban-greening

Planning,
Availability

Administering of

Construction,

Funding Maintenance,

Agency Eligible Improvements

Funding

Sources Programming

State
Transportation
Improvements
Program

Transformative
Climate
Communities
Program

Statewide Park
Development
and Community
Revitalization
Program

Sustainable
Transportation
Equity Project
(STEP)

California
Transportation
Commission

California
Strategic Growth
Council

California
Department of
Parks &
Recreation

CA Air Resources
Board

Regional Funding Sources

Measure C,
Local
Transportation
Program

Fresno County
Transportation
Authority

Every 2 years

Annually

$548.3 million
in grants in
previous round

Currently being
evaluated for
future of pilot

Project funding
decisions made
by the FCTA
Board

Projects need to be nominated in
Regional TIP.

Program'’s first year was 2017.
Program focus is on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions,
improving public health, create
economic opportunity, especially
in disadvantaged communities.

Fresno received a $66.5 million
grant in the program’s first round.

Next application period will open
early 2023 and anticipated to be
due April 2023.

During the most recent round, this
grant funded 50 new parks and
expanded/ renovated 62 existing
parks.

By invitation only

The Measure C Extension Plan
provides multi-modal funding from
a percentage of local sales tax
revenue in three programs: public
transit, local transportation, and
regional transportation.

Any transportation project eligible
for State Highway Account or
Federal Funds

Bicycle and pedestrian facilities, as well
as affordable and sustainable housing

developments, transit stations and
facilities, bicycle and car share

programs, residential weatherization

and solar projects, water-energy

efficiency installations, urban greening

projects, low-carbon transit vehicles

and clean vehicle rebates, and health

and well-being projects

Helps deliver new parks and
recreational opportunities in

underserved communities. Funds may
be used for land acquisition and park
development, in addition to purchasing

amenities.

Projects that address community-based

approach to providing clean

transportation and increase access to

key destinations

The Local Transportation Program

funds various projects including street
maintenance and rehabilitation, ADA
Compliance, and pedestrian trails and

bicycle facilities.

Pedestrian/Trails Program funds rural

trails and trails within the Clovis and
Fresno spheres of influence.

https://dot.ca.gov/pro
rams/local-

assistance/fed-and-

state-programs/state-

transportation-
improvement-program

https://sgc.ca.gov/pro
grams/tcc/resources/a

pplication.html

https://www.parks.ca.
gov/?page id=29939

https://ww2.arb.ca.
gov/lcti-step

https://measurec.com

L

Project

Planning

Construction

Unknown

Maintenance,
planning


https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-programs/state-transportation-improvement-program
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/resources/application.html
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/resources/application.html
https://sgc.ca.gov/programs/tcc/resources/application.html
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=29939
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/lcti-step
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/lcti-step
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/lcti-step
https://measurec.com/
https://measurec.com/
https://measurec.com/

Planning,

Availability Construction,
Funding Administering of Maintenance,
Sources Agency Funding Eligible Improvements Programming
Regional Fresno Council of | Annually, Cycle Program objective is to encourage Planning studies, safe routes to school |https://www.fresnoco Planning
Sustainable Governments 3 grant local and regional multimodal plans, complete streets plans, bicycle .org/project/fresno-
Infrastructure application transportation and land-use and pedestrian plans with safety ogadministered-
Planning Grant deadline was planning and addresses the needs enhancement focus (including Vision  grantprograms/
August 1, 2019 of disadvantaged communities. Zero).
Transportation Fresno Council of | Program is not Allocated among Fresno member Bikeways, crossing improvements and  https://www.fresnoco N/A
Development Act | Governments currently active agencies based on population, safety/ education/training programs .org/project/transpor
Article 3 taxable sales, and transit for school children and the general tation-development-
performance. population act-tda/
Bike Paths Grant | San Joaquin Valley | Up to $150,000 Projects considered on first-come, Provides funds to establish bicycle https://www.valleyair Planning,
Air Pollution for Class | first-serve basis until funding is infrastructure such as Class | or Class Il .org/grants/bikepaths Construction,
Control District bikeway (Bike depleted. Project must include bicycle paths. Excludes landscaping .htm Programming
path) transportation purpose, not simply and other aesthetic amenities.

recreational focus.

Other Funding Opportunities

Community PeopleForBikes Annually; Provides funding to bike advocacy . . https://www.peoplef Construction
; | . . . o Bike paths, lanes, and trails ;
Grant Program previous cycle and facility-building projects. o . orbikes.org/grants
application due | gequires Letter of Interest and full | Mountain bike and BMX facilities
October 31, L e Bike parks and pump tracks
application
2022 e Bike racks and bike repair stations

e large-scale bicycle advocacy
initiatives.

e Programs that transform city streets,
such as Ciclovias or Open Streets
Days

e Campaigns to increase investment in
bicycle infrastructure

Land Conservation Rolling Provides loans to quickly purchase Trail installation/access https://www.conserv N/A
Conservation Fund high-priority lands ationfund.org/our-
Loan Program work/conservation-

loans



https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/fresno-cog-administered-grant-programs/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/transportation-development-act-tda/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/transportation-development-act-tda/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/transportation-development-act-tda/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/transportation-development-act-tda/
https://www.fresnocog.org/project/transportation-development-act-tda/
https://www.valleyair.org/grants/bikepaths.htm
https://www.valleyair.org/grants/bikepaths.htm
https://www.valleyair.org/grants/bikepaths.htm
https://www.valleyair.org/grants/bikepaths.htm
https://www.peopleforbikes.org/grants
https://www.peopleforbikes.org/grants
https://www.peopleforbikes.org/grants

Funding
Sources

National Trails
Fund

Administering

Agency
American Hiking
Society

Availability
(o]

Funding

Program not
active.

The establishment, protection, and
maintenance of trails. Applicant
must be an Alliance Organization
Member. Eligible to nonprofits.

Eligible Improvements

Projects that improve hiking access or
hiker safety. Projects that promote
community building surrounding
specific trail projects.

https://americanhikin
.org/National-Trails-

Fund/

Planning,
Construction,
Maintenance,
Programming

Construction

Grants

began February
1: applications
due December
31, 2022. Funds
available up to
$5,000

Walmart and Sam’s Clubs. May
require Letter of Inquiry.

priorities: creating opportunity,
advancing sustainability, and
strengthening community

ow-we-give/local-
community-grants

The Conservation The Twice annually | Seeks to protect threatened wild Seek to secure lasting protection of a  http://www.conserva N/A
Alliance Conservation places for habitat and recreational specific wild land or waterway; engage tionalliance.com/gran
Alliance values. Eligible to nonprofits. grassroots citizen action, have a clear ts/?yearly=2020
recreational benefit; have financial
success within four years.
Local Community Walmart 2022 cycle Funding provided directly from local Funding must address one of three https://walmart.org/h Planning,

construction,
maintenance,
programming

Other local
foundations,
health
organizations,
and businesses

Local Foundations, Health
Organizations, and Businesses can
be good sources of funds for
education and outreach, however,
may not be suitable for the larger
funding needs for trail network
expansion.



http://www.conservationalliance.com/grants/?yearly=2020
http://www.conservationalliance.com/grants/?yearly=2020
http://www.conservationalliance.com/grants/?yearly=2020
http://www.conservationalliance.com/grants/?yearly=2020
https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants
https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants
https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants
https://walmart.org/how-we-give/local-community-grants
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