
BILL NO. 43 

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-036 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FRESNO, 
CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING THE "BUSINESS IS ESSENTIAL 
TO LOCAL ECONOMIES ACT," ADDING SECTION 2-516 
AND AMENDING SUBSECTIONS (g) AND (m) OF 2-514 OF 
THE FRESNO MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROTECT 
BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY COVID-19 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Trump declared a National Emergency 

concerning the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) outbreak; and 

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Newsom declared a State of Emergency 

in the State of California related to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, the City has declared a State of Emergency related to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the Director of Emergency Services, pursuant to 

Fresno Municipal Code Section 2-505, and by the powers invested in the director 

pursuant to Fresno Municipal Code Section 2-506, issued Emergency Order 2020-01 

which prohibited all on-premise food consumption at restaurants, food courts and other 

establishments that offered on-premises dining. Delivery, drive-thru, and pick-up options 

were still allowed; and 

WHEREAS, on March 26, 2020, the Director of Emergency Services issued 

Emergency Order 2020-08 calling for all individuals living in the City to Shelter at their 

place of residence except to provide or receive certain essential services or engage in 

certain essential activities and work for essential businesses and government services; 

and 

Date Adopted: 09/17/2020 
Date Approved 09/17/2020 
Effective Date: 09/17/2020 
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