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The Housing Element is a State-mandated planning document that provides the City of Fresno with a
coordinated and comprehensive strategy for promoting the production of safe, decent and affordable
housing for all community residents. Every year, the City of Fresno completes an annual progress report
as part of the ongoing planning process. The report this year lists the residential building activity for the
year 2020, identifies the affordability level of these new housing units, and provides a status update on
each housing program listed within the Housing Element. The Housing Element has been in place since
it was adopted in April 2016 and will be updated in 2023.

The 2020 Housing Element Annual Progress Report is available online at
www.fresno.gov/HousingElement and highlights are summarized below.
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improvements. In 2020, 36 infrastructure improvement projects were completed:

1,048 97 3,355 6

SINGLE FAMILY APARTMENTS  TOTAL UNITS Housing units entitled e L CONSTRUCTION SIGNALS WATER

and building permits
issued in 2020

The City worked with community partners to provide assistance to persons and families at risk of
homelessness. In 2020, annual HUD entitlement funds were awarded, allowing 158 people to receive Tenant
Based Rental Assistance, 58 people to receive homelessness prevention support, 146 people to receive
supportive services, and 855 persons to receive emergency shelter and outreach services. In 2020, the City
also received a substantial amount of added funding to address homelessness in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. These incremental, one-time funds, totaling $71,363,072 altogether, were used to address
homelessness- adding 969 beds or hotel rooms, and as of Dec. 31, 2020, 3,165 additional unsheltered
persons were assisted with homelessness and homelessness prevention services.

The City offers funding for programs that provide paint and minor repair to seniors, key distressed properties,
and home rehabilitation funds for lower-income households. In 2020, 57 grants were awarded: 16 for
painting homes for seniors, 30 for home repairs, and 11 for roof replacement projects.

The City provides assistance to housing developers to encourage and expedite the creation of new housing.
In 2020, 38 housing projects received early review assistance, 38 received fee reductions, 16 received fee
waivers, 13 received expedited 75-day processing in the Downtown Planning Area. In 2020, there were no
overdue plan reviews that resulted in money being returned through the Money Back Guarantee Program.
The Program was repealed by Council in October 2020.
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Density bonuses are granted for projects in which the developer agrees to include a certain number of
affordable housing units in exchange for an increase in density or other development concessions. One
project received density bonuses which will result in 11 new affordable housing units once constructed.

In 2020, in the Downtown Planning Area, 16 custom single family homes were entitled (6), received building
permits (5), or were built (5); 4 accessory dwelling units were submitted (1), entitled (2), or received building
permits (1); 1 accessory living quarter was submitted; 28 multifamily units were entitled and 57 received
building permits; 2 mixed-use projects totaling 32 dwelling units were entitled; 1 motel conversion with 26
units received building permits; and 1 housing village for people experiencing homelessness, with 30 units
was built.

The Thrivance Group was selected in March 2020 to assist with anti-displacement efforts. They conducted
a social climate analysis and data collection, identified groups vulnerable to displacement, and developed
strategy to prevent and avoid displacement. The Anti-Displacement Task Force oversaw this work and
met on June 1 and September 21 of 2020. Extensive community engagement around displacement was
conducted, including 20,000 mailers sent, 7,500 flyers hand delivered, 1,250 phone calls, 200 face-to-face
hours, 50 interviews, and 2 public workshops. The goal was to identify anti-displacement policies that could
be pursued by the City. At the end of 2020, a final round of outreach occurred to gather input for an Anti-
Displacement Report, authored by the Thrivance Group, which is expected to be released in Spring of 2021.



