
ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

REVITALIZING ELM AVENUE
WHAT IS THE ELM AVENUE 
RE VITALIZ ATION PL AN?

BUILDING ON RECENT EFFOR T S

PHASE 3

BROWNFIELDS AREA-WIDE 
PLAN + IMPLEMENTATION 

STRATEGY

PHASE 2

SITE REUSE SCENARIOS + 
CORRIDOR VISION

PHASE 1

PROJECT INITIATION + 
BACKGROUND ANALYSIS

• Photo Voice

• Community Workshop

• Picnic

• Charrette

• Earth Day event

• Open House

• Decision-make Meetings

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Our main street has a lot of vacant land along it. Some of 
these sites can become “catalysts,” helping to bring Elm 
Avenue to life. The City of Fresno received $175,000 from the 
Environmental Protection Agency to work with our community 
on a strategy to help make this happen.

There have been several 
other plans recently, as 
you might know: plans 
for Southwest Fresno and 
Downtown, plans for active 
transportation and parks. 
This current effort builds 
on those ones – but it is 
uniquely focused on Elm.
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CHAPTER 1:  A VISION FOR REGENERATING DOWNTOWN FRESNO AND ITS NEIGHBORHOODS

C.2 THE VISION for the Edison Neighborhoods

Elm Street is envisioned as a neighborhood “Main Street” with local-serving retail 
and services – amenities that are currently lacking in Edison Fresno.  Large vacant 
parcels are subdivided to accommodate additional housing.  Disconnected streets, 
such as Geneva Avenue and Bellgravia Avenue, are reconnected in order to stitch 
together the broken street network and fractured neighborhood fabric on both sides 
of Elm Street.  

Fresno Street at Irwin Avenue, as it currently exists. 

A restored house front in the Edison Neighborhoods utilizes materials and detailing 
that are consistent with the original Craftsman design.

Fresno Street Transformation. These photos on the left demonstrate how Fresno 
Street, a wide, car-dominated thoroughfare, lined by single family residential 
dwellings between SR 99 and Thorne Avenue, can be transformed into a grand 
parkway, similar to Huntington Boulevard.  The existing right-of-way, coupled with 
relatively low traffic volumes, can easily accommodate a wide planted median and 
bike lanes.  Canopy trees help give form to the street, as well as provide shade.  
Pedestrian-scaled light posts provide lighting that is more in scale and character to 
the single-family residences that face the street.  Finally, infilling the vacant parcels 
with houses completes the transformation. Fresno Street at Irwin Avenue, after its transformation into a pedestrian- and bicycle- 

friendly boulevard.  Drought resistant native landscaping can be used in lieu of grass.

Vision Statement:
Building on the area’s rich history and existing early 20th-century char-
acter, Edison is transformed into a group of clean, safe, and attractive 
neighborhoods.  A pedestrian-friendly environment is created by intro-
ducing human-scaled buildings that provide “eyes on the street,” recon-
necting disconnected streets, and slowing traffic – particularly along east-
west streets such as Church, California, and Whitesbridge Avenues, and 
Amador Street.  Development and civic resources are targeted towards 
bringing neighborhood-serving resources, including retail, banking, and 
schools, within the community so that residents do not need to travel 
a great distance to shop, go the bank, or go to school.  The interface 
between incompatible uses is analyzed and mitigated with appropriate 
actions identified in the Industrial Compatibility Study.  Finally, the estab-
lishment of local neighborhood associations and community develop-
ment organizations, involving property owners and residents, is encour-
aged in order to ensure the Community Plan is implemented according 
to the vision of this Plan.  

Urban Form and Land Use:  Infill neighborhoods with residential build-
ings that generate a neighborhood building fabric.  Intensify land uses 
along corridors such as Fresno Street, California Avenue, Ventura Avenue, 
and Elm Avenue with buildings that accommodate housing, retail, and 
commercial uses; that maintain compatibility with adjacent neighbors; 
and that place parking at the rear of buildings.  Work with county island 
residents who are interested in being annexed into the City to ensure an 
orderly pattern of land use activity and distribution of high quality munici-
pal services.

Transportation:  Create multi-modal streets, convert Whitesbridge Avenue 
and Amador Street from one-way to two-way streets, reconnect the grid 
as much as possible, implement traffic-calming to maintain balance for 
pedestrians and cyclists, and improve the appearance and safety of alleys.  
Introduce on-street parking wherever possible and upgrade transit stops 
on corridors. 

Parks, Open Space and Streetscape:  Plant more street trees to make 
appealing streetscapes for residents, business owners, and visitors.  
Introduce smaller and more distributed open spaces where possible and 
locate them in places where they are within walking distance of the great-
est number of residents.

Infrastructure and Natural Resources:  Improve and replace aging in-
frastructure where needed.  Put in place water conservation measures, 
develop alternative water resources, and expand and further establish 
the City’s Recycled Water System to offset water demand for non-potable 
uses.

Health and Wellness:  Maintain compatibility between corridor buildings 
and adjacent single-family neighbors.  Improve connectivity and appeal 
of streetscapes to encourage walking, bicycling, and overall pedestrian 
access from neighborhoods.  

Historic and Cultural Resources:  Preserve older building stock, including 
designated historic resources, to enhance Edison's neighborhood charac-
ter.  Enable adaptive reuse of existing buildings, and require new develop-
ment to be physically compatible with designated historic resources.

Southwest Fresno Specific Plan2-8

CORRIDORS
Corridors are key streets that are lined with higher, more intensive development and have multimodal 
improvements such as pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities (see Figure 2-3). Development located 
further away from the corridor would be less intensive, such as single-family housing. Due to each cor-
ridor’s surrounding context and physical characteristics, not all corridors are lined with the same type of 
higher intensity development or have the same types of improvements. Some corridors are retail-focused, 
while others are employment- or residential-focused. Additionally, the Mixed-Use Corridor along the future 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line, California Avenue, would also have BRT facilities in order to improve BRT 
connectivity from Southwest Fresno to Downtown.
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DOWNTOWN NEIGHBORHOODS COMMUNITY PLAN
VISION FOR ELM AVENUE

SOUTHWEST FRESNO SPECIFIC PLAN
CONCEPTUAL DIAGRAM OF DEVELOPMENT 
ALONG A CORRIDOR
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41 NORTH COMPLETE STREETS PLAN
PROPOSED ELM AVENUE CROSS-SECTION

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
BUILD-OUT BIKEWAYS

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN
PEDESTRIAN PRIORITY AREA
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Build-Out Bikeways - 
Inset 6

Existing Bicycle Facilities

Class I Bike Path 
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Class I Bike Path
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Class III Bike Route

Class IV Separated Bikeways

Key Destinations
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Source: City of Fresno, 2016
Key Map

Figure 48
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Priority Pedestrian Areas -
Inset 6

Priority Pedestrian Area

Pedestrian activity areas: areas with high pedestrian activity

Safety areas: areas with high frequency of pedestrian collisions

Underserved neighborhoods: areas with large numbers of missing sidewalks

Missing sidewalks in underserved areas
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ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

WHAT ARE ELM AVENUE’S ASSETS?

Please tell us what you think are the best features of Elm today 
- things that can help the area thrive in the future.

These might be organizations, businesses, neighborhoods, views, locational 
factors, or something else.

WRITE YOUR IDEAS HERE:



ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

ELM AVENUE CORRIDOR CONCEPT
Figure 2.2 Bicycle and Trail Network 
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ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

BUILDING A BETTER STREET

Place dots on your favorite examples of ways 
to make Elm safer + more attactive

COMMUNITY IDENTITY GATEWAY GREEN STREETS

SHADED SIDEWALKS

PLAY

STREET MEDIAN

BUSINESS + STREET LIFE

WALKABLE STREET PARKING STREET ART

PARKLETS/ GATHERING PLACES MURAL WALL

BICYCLE PARKING



ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

SHORT-TERM IMPROVEMENTS + FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

Place dots on your favorite ideas for using or developing land along Elm. 

Some of these might happen sooner, others later.

APARTMENTS MIXED USE

COMMUNITY-SERVING OFFICE

RETAIL

SITE CLEANUP + PLANTING

PLAYGROUNDS

TOWNHOUSES

TRAILS

FARMERS’ MARKET

MURALSCOMMUNITY GARDENS

GROCERY STORE



ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

CATALYST SITE CONCEPT
ELM & RE V. CHE STER RIGGINS AVE

Figure 2.2 Bicycle and Trail Network 
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ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

CATALYST SITE CONCEPT
ELM & CHURCH AVE

Figure 2.2 Bicycle and Trail Network 
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ELM AVENUE REVITALIZATION PLAN

CATALYST SITE CONCEPT
ELM & NOR TH AVE

Figure 2.2 Bicycle and Trail Network 
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