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The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey A venue, Southeast 

Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for the City of Fresno's BUILD Grant Application. 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I write to support the City of Fresno ' s application to the U.S. Department of 

Transportation' s FY-2019 BUILD Transportation Discretionary Grant Program to fund the 

Veterans Boulevard/State 99 Jnterchange Project (Project). 

State Route 99 (SR-99) is the principal north-south highway that stretches almost the 

entire length of California's Central Valley and serves as a major route for public and freight 

transportation and agriculture. In 2015, SR-99 moved 166 different commodities to market in 96 

countries with a gross agricultural production value of $6 billon. With an Average Daily Traffic 

(ADT) of approximately 77,000 vehicles, the highway is also a major commuter route in and 

between cities located along the highway. SR-99 is a fom-lane freeway with two mixed-flow 

lanes running in each direction that supports a mix of residential, commercial, public, and mixed 

use facilities and open space. This nexus creates a hub of activity with multiple travel needs for 

freight, residents and business owners that has led to inadequate accessibility and heavy traffic 

congestion along SR-99. 

The Project proposes to construct a 6-lane connecting arterial roadway and freeway 

interchange along SR-99; create grade separations over the Union Pacific Railroad, High Speed 

Rail Line, and Golden State Boulevard; and improve surrounding roadways. Support from the 

BUILD Grant Program would fund phases 3 and 4 of the Project: Construction of the SR-99 

interchange and grade separation over the realigned Golden State Boulevard (Phase 3) and 

connecting Veterans Boulevard with the northern and southern ancillary corridors in northwest 

Fresno (Phase 4). This would significantly improve traffic capacity, enhance traffic operations 

and mobility to accommodate traffic demands, facilitate pedestrian movements, and help reduce 

overall vehicle emissions in the region. Extending beyond critical infrastructure improvements, 

this Project would also help generate approximately $266 million in economic activity and 
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produce an estimated 8,545 direct and indirect jobs over the next 20 years. These gains in human 

and economic capital will greatly improve the quality of life for residents of northwest Fresno 

and help further stimulate the region's economy. With over seventy-five percent (75%) of 

funding already secured through non-Federal sources, this Project also represents a competitive 

investment in the Central Valley's transportation network. 

I recommend that the Department fund the City of Fresno's application at the proposed 

$10,540,582.00 level pursuant to all existing rules and regulations. It is critical that our Nation 

provide local, state, and regional partners with the necessary suppo11 to facilitate safe, efficient, 

and reliable goods movement well into the future. 

My office is prepared to respond to any questions or concerns regarding this matter. 

Thank you for yom attention and support. 

Respectfully submitted, 

•

KAMALA D. HARRIS 

United States Senator 
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