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July 10, 2019 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

We write today to express our support for the City of Fresno's grant application seeking assistance 
through the BUILD Transportation Discretionary Grant program to fund the Veterans Boulevard 
Project. The BUILD grant would allow the City of Fresno to make crucial infrastructure improvements 
a long Veterans Boulevard, a six-lane arterial extending from Herndon Avenue to Shaw Avenue with 
an interchange at State Route 99. By pairing the requested $10.5 million in federal assistance with 
$6 1.1 million secured through state and local resources, the Veterans Boulevard Project will ampli fy 
the Central Valley's economic vitality and provide an indispensable connection between rural 
communities to the west and Fresno, the region's urban center. 

State Route 99 is part of the California Freeway and Expressway System, stretching the length of the 
Centra l Valley. As the primary route for the movement ofgoods in the most productive agricultural 
region of the world, the freight corridor is essential for our nation's economic success. This project 
includes grade separations over the Union Pacific Railroad tracks; the widening of a bridge on 
Herndon over the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) rail line; a realignment of Golden 
State Boulevard; the construction of a pedestrian trail to bridge a gap in existing facilities; and the 
deployment of innovative transportation technology systems to reduce bottlenecks and relieve 
congestion. 

The Veterans Boulevard Project has garnered significant public and private support, unifying loca l 
stakeholders and state authorities as partners to realize this critical infrastructure project. Encouraged 
by the project's substantial economic benefit for the Central Valley, public and private partners have 
eagerly shared costs and coordinated project milestones, resulting in a net cost savings. Moreover, the 
project has the support of local citizens, who voted in 2006 to extend Measure C, a half-cent sales tax 
aimed at improving Fresno County 's transportation system, an additional twenty years. Veterans 
Boulevard's early phases have been financed primarily through a combination ofMeasure C funds and 
Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee (RTMF) funds, demonstrating the investment local citizens 
have made to the project. The total project cost is $138.5 million with future total eligible costs of 
$71.6 million, after the City has previously incurred expenses of nearly $67 million . 

The Veterans Boulevard Project incorporates impressive innovative technologies. Veterans Boulevard 
traffic signals will operate with Adaptive Intelligent Transportation Systems, allowing traffic signals to 
respond to dynamic traffic conditions, resulting in streamlined traffic flow, reduced emissions, and 
improved road safety. Additionally, the project's traffic signals will employ traffic signal preemption 
equipment installed for emergency response vehicles. The signal preemptive system both reduces 
crashes between emergency vehicles and other vehicles and decreases emergency vehicle response 
times. These infrastructure improvements will result in 15 million hours of time savings over the life 
of the project, $2 million in travel time savings annually, and $341.9 million of savings in collision 
and safety-related costs over the next 30 years. 
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We respectfully urge you to give the City of Fresno's grant application your fu ll consideration. 
Reviewing the public benefits of the Veterans Boulevard project, we believe it is well-aligned with the 
Administration 's infrastructure principles and our shared desire to wisely invest every federal taxpayer 
dollar. 

Sincerely, 

DEVIN NUNES 
Member of Congress 

JlMCOSTA 
Member of Congress 
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