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The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
October 10, 2017 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to submit this letter of support for the City of 
Fresno’s grant application to the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America program to fund 
the Veterans Boulevard Project. This much needed project will directly benefit the local 
and regional transportation network and support the economic vitality of the region.  
 
The Veterans Boulevard project is “shovel-ready” and will result in the construction of a 
six-lane connecting arterial roadway in northwest Fresno, a freeway interchange at State 
Route 99, grade separations over the Union Pacific Railroad, High Speed Rail line and 
Golden State Boulevard, and improvements to roadways surrounding the project. 
Veterans Boulevard is a regionally significant project which will improve traffic capacity 
and enhance traffic operations and mobility to accommodate traffic demands in the 
region. Funding from INFRA is vital to support phases three and four of the project. 
 
In 1986, Fresno County voters passed Measure "C," a half-cent sales tax aimed at 
improving Fresno County's transportation system. As a result of the successful original 
measure, in 2006 Fresno County voters chose to extend Measure "C" for an additional 20 
years. The renewed Measure C included a requirement that agencies eligible to receive 
Measure C funding adopt a Regional Transportation Mitigation Fee (RTMF) in order to 
mitigate the impacts of development on the transportation system. The early phases of 
Veterans Boulevard project have been funded primarily through a combination of 
Measure C funds and RTMF funds. This has allowed completion of environmental 
clearance, design, and right of way acquisition to progress and advance the project 
toward shovel readiness. Given the high level of local funding invested, Veterans would 
be an exceptional candidate to leverage Federal dollars. 
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Thank you for your consideration of this application and support for critical 
infrastructure.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
Mike Leonardo 
Executive Director 
Fresno County Transportation Authority 
 


