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Creating Attractive 
Water-Wise Park Strips 

Park strips are the narrow strips of lawn 
between your sidewalk and the street. 
Because of its narrow feature and 
proximity to asphalt and cement, irrigation 
is extremely inefficient in these areas. Save 
water and reduce maintenance, by 
removing grass and replacing with water-
wise plants and adding pavers, gravel or 
stones. Start planning today! 
 

Determine site needs 
Is the park strip in sun or shade; for how long; 
and for what time of day? 

Make a plan 
Measure the site and make a drawing of where 
plants or pavers will be placed. Creating a 
space for people to walk through makes a 
space more inviting and protects plants from 
foot traffic. 

Select the plants 
Choose plants appropriate for your site; not 
too tall or too wide. They should also get the 
right sun, thrive in our area and do not need a 
lot of water. 
 

Prepare the soil 
Many plants need soil rich in organic material, 
and you can provide it by digging in compost 
before you plant. 

Plant 
After removing plants from containers, rough 
up the root ball so the roots aren’t in a tight 
ball. 

Water 
Even water-wise plants need time to establish 
but do not overwater. If a screwdriver goes 
into the soil easily, the roots have enough 
water. 

Mulch 
To help keep soil moist and cool and to reduce 
weeds, place 3 to 4 inches of compost, bark, 
or fine gravel over the strip, taking care to not 
bury plants or utility boxes. 

 

  
 

Park Strips 
& 

Median Islands 

 
Conserving Water in 

Landscape   

City of Fresno Water Conservation Program 
Call (559) 621-5480 

waterconservaton@fresno.gov 
www.fresno.gov/water 

Call for Spanish or Hmong translation 



 Shields Avenue Xeriscape 
Median Island 

Drought tolerant plants are scattered between 
large boulders and decorative paving on the 
Shields Avenue Xeriscape median island. Plants 
are watered by drip irrigation and were selected 
specifically to demonstrate that median islands can be 
attractive and use less water.  See below for plants 
used in the median. 
 
Small Shrubs 
Berberls thunbergii Rose Glow’ / JAPANESE 
BARBERRY 
 
Callistemon viminalis ‘Little John’ / DWARF 
BOTTLEBRUSH 
 
Trees 
Brachychiton populneus / BOTTLE TREE 
 
Cercidium x ‘Desert Museum’ / PALO VERDE 
 
Perennials 
Lagerstroernia hybrid ‘Tuscarora’ / CRAPE MYTRLE 
 
Lavandula stoechas ‘Otto Quast’ / SPANISH 
LAVENDER 
 
Penstemon hybrid ‘Midnight’ / BEARD TONGUE 
 
Grasses 
Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’ / FOUNTAIN 
GRASS 
 
Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’ / BLUE FESCUE 
 
Deschampsia cespitosa / TUFTED HAIR GRASS 
 
Succulent Ground Cover 
Sedum x ‘Autum Joy’ / SEDUM 

Drought tolerant or water-wise plants use only about 1/3 of 
the water required by many water-needy plants. 

Free Landscape 
Consultations & Brochures 

Need help planning your Water- 
Wise landscape space? 
Our landscape specialists can provide FREE 
consultations for customers interested in 
converting all or part of their landscape into a 
water-wise garden. Changing out your landscape  
will save water and may even save on future labor 
and maintenance costs! We can also provide 
information about turf removal in your yard or  
park strip! 
 
Want to know more about which plants 
use less water? 
Contact us for a free brochure on “Creating a 
Fresno-Friendly Garden.” The brochure 
includes a list of perennials, shrubs, trees, ground 
covers, and vines that grow well in our Central 
California climate and require little water. We 
also suggest our brochure: “Creating a Water- 
Wise Landscape” which lists seven steps to 
follow for planting landscapes in this climate. 
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