
	

 
 

Mayor Lee Brand’s State of the City 2018 
 
 
18 months ago, you gave me the honor of serving as Mayor and I am still humbled and 
honored to serve as Mayor of the City that I grew up in and the City that made me who I 
am today.  
 
And look how far we’ve come in just the past year: 
 
We opened two Police Department report writing stations in Council Districts 1 and 4 
and opened the new Northwest Police District Station at Marks and Shaw. 
 
We raised our credit rating from Junk Bond status to an A+ rating that will save Fresno’s 
ratepayers and taxpayers over $40 million dollars over 22 years. 
 
We launched the new “Q” bus line – the Bus Rapid Transit system that has already 
improved transit opportunities along Fresno’s major corridors. 
 
The Fresno airport has had a record number of passengers and has started direct 
flights to Chicago this month and later will start a new service to Morelia, Mexico. 
 
We’ve embraced the 21st century - by developing new technology that will make our 
lives more efficient and more affordable. 
 
There’s our new “Eye On Water” mobile app that allows our customers to easily view, 
understand and manage their water usage and pay their utility bill online. 
 
Our new online customer service portal called “FAASTER” (Fresno’s Accelerated 
Application System to Track Electronic Reviews) was launched last month and gives 
citizens and developers the ability to apply and track building permits and entitlement 
plans online, saving them time and money. 
 
And we have the FresGO mobile app – this is a free service that gives our residents 
access to city government by allowing them to report issues and service requests 24 
hours a day. It has reached 20,000 users, making it one of the most successful 
municipal mobile apps in the country!  
 
Two weeks ago, FresGo received 52 reports of graffiti in the Cultural Arts District 
downtown. All of the graffiti was cleaned up within 24 hours. This is technology at work! 



	

We have also secured our water future. 
 
Recharge Fresno, the largest infrastructure project in our history, just completed 
construction on our new Southeast Surface Water Treatment Facility – on time and on 
budget! 
 
And we finally opened Fulton Street to vehicle traffic after decades of debate and delay.  
 
My staff said we’d be lucky to get 1,000 people at the grand opening – and we ended up 
with THREE TIMES THAT MANY and over 12,000 during the party afterwards.  
 
Fulton Street is BACK! 
 
Behind me is a panorama of the corner of Fulton and Mariposa that day. If you search 
the faces in the crowd, you can see Elvis AND Waldo!  
 
It was a great day – and a perfect symbol of what we can accomplish - when we work 
together.   
 
That leads me to our City Councilmembers - let me thank you for your partnership in 
governing the City of Fresno.  
 
I believe serving 8 years on the council has helped me as mayor to fully understand and 
appreciate the role of the legislative branch of our government.   
 
Would Council President Esmeralda Soria, Councilmembers Steve Brandau, Oliver 
Baines, Paul Caprioglio, Luis Chavez, Garry Bredefeld, and Clint Olivier please stand.  
 
Thank you - for your contributions to our City and your commitment to good 
government. Please give them a big hand. 
 
I also want to single out two councilmembers who have served our citizens with honor 
and dignity and who will term out at the end of this year. 
 
Oliver Baines - you have made major contributions to this City and have been a tireless 
and dedicated advocate of the residents of District 3. You have always put principle 
ahead of politics on the Council.  
 
You co-authored the School Liaison Act with me and supported my vision to reduce 
poverty in Fresno. 
 
You have championed causes, including moving the Darling Plant that restored a sense 
of justice and equity in our City – that’s something we can all be proud of.  
 
It has been my pleasure to be your colleague and I will always treasure our friendship. 
 



	

And don’t forget, Oliver - we can still trade recommendations on books to read and 
shows to watch on Netflix even after you’re out of office. 
 
Clint Olivier has also been a tireless advocate for the residents of District 7. He has 
championed the Human Trafficking issue and wrote the Build Act to make Fresno more 
business friendly.  
 
He has co-authored legislation with me, including the Enterprise Capital Management 
and Oversight Act and has been a strong supporter of my agenda to bring economic 
prosperity to our City.  
 
I’m proud to call Clint my colleague and my friend. Clint has a great sense of humor and 
is probably the funniest guy I have met at City Hall. He does a great impersonation of 
Jimmy Stewart.  
 
I will dearly miss both Oliver and Clint at City Hall and I wish them both the best in their 
future endeavors. Please give them both another round of applause. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge our department directors and the more than 3,000 
employees of the City of Fresno.  From our first responders - to our call center - and 
everywhere in between - we have great people working for a great City.  
 
* * * * * 
 
The State of the City is STRONGER THAN EVER – because our VISION is STRONG 
AND SURE. 
 
The legendary columnist Herb Cain once said, “A city is not gauged by its length and 
width but by the broadness of its vision and the height of its dreams.”   
 
I can say with full conviction that our vision for Fresno, our dreams for a greater 
tomorrow, are wide and long and high and deep. 
 
Since the day I took office as Mayor, my vision for Fresno has been economic 
prosperity across the City, improving public safety, improving the quality of life for all of 
our residents, and finally, uniting our community.  
 
The cornerstone for my vision is economic development – job creation. 
 
Last year, I announced our 10 Year Path to Prosperity, a plan that will ultimately bring 
10,000 new jobs to Fresno by the year 2027.  
 
And I’m pleased to report that, thanks to the 4,000 new jobs coming from Amazon, Ulta 
and the Gap, we are nearly halfway there in only 18 months.  
 
And our financial outlook just keeps getting better! 



	

We came from a negative reserve and a city on the brink of bankruptcy to a $27 million 
reserve this year, and building up to a $38 million reserve by 2023, if not sooner. 
 
We have the only fully funded pension system in State of California.   
 
And the May jobless report just came out, and as of Friday - Fresno has a 5.0% 
unemployment rate, the lowest in over 50 years!    
 
A strong fiscal foundation is essential to running a successful City and we are moving 
steadily in that direction. 
 
Economic prosperity is showing up everywhere. 
 
Coming soon, we will have a new 200 room 4 star-hotel located next to the Convention 
Center. 
 
The Fresno Grizzlies have a new lease for their stadium and, thanks to an exciting new 
ownership group, a new lease on life.  
 
The current ownership group that includes Ray and Michael Baker and Jim Coufos has 
the financial strength and business experience to turn the franchise around. 
  
The new lease provides for both the City and the new team owners to contribute to a 
reserve fund to ensure stadium capital projects are done on a timely basis to always 
maintain the facility in top condition. This fund is already being used to update the 
stadium. 
 
I’m looking forward to a long-term, profitable partnership between the City and the new 
owners. General Manager Derek Franks is here – Derek, please stand and accept our 
thanks! 
 
You may have heard that Fresno has a new professional soccer team – VIVA 
ZORROS! 
 
They are currently playing at Chukchansi Park with thousands of fans attending games 
but they are looking for a permanent site, hopefully Downtown -so stay tuned. 
 
General Manager Frank Yallop is here – let’s congratulate him and his football club on a 
great first season! 
 
Earlier this year, we celebrated the announcement that the State Center Community 
College District has moved its headquarters to the old Guarantee Savings Building on 
Fulton Street and is bringing 160 jobs downtown. 
 



	

Not far away, the new West Fresno Campus for Fresno City College is getting ready for 
construction and will focus on much needed vocational training that will provide the 
workforce that will be vital to Fresno’s future.  
 
On the other side of town, Clovis Community College is growing dramatically, offering a 
new short-term course in Mechatronics, a first-of-its-kind course that will give students 
hands-on experience in the field of industrial automation.  
 
These schools have become important partners in our efforts to provide opportunity and 
offer hope to a new generation of students. Would our partners from the State Center 
Community College District - please stand for a round of applause? 
 
Despite recent improvements in our fiscal health, our city still has major fiscal 
challenges. These problems are generational, going back many years. 
 
Our economic base is insufficient, with 30% of our population in poverty and our per 
capita income at half the amount of other similar size cities in California. 
 
We also have major infrastructure issues, totaling over a billion dollars, that cannot 
continue to be “kicked down the road.” 
 
These problems have defined Fresno’s narrative for too many years and they include: 
1) generational poverty; 2) high unemployment, and 3) high crime.  
 
I reject this narrative and will not be a caretaker administration. I will always set the bar 
high!  
 
I have a three part strategy to overcome our obstacles and achieve my vision. 
 
First, improve our business practices through our Business Friendly Fresno 2! program 
with a goal to make Fresno the most business friendly City in California. 
 
Second, continue a budgeting and fiscal management policy of no new General Fund 
debt by paying for City facilities on a cash basis or short-term investment pool loans 
with a target of dropping the General Fund debt from $34 million per year to under $4 
million per year in 15 years.  
 
And third, follow an aggressive path to build up our economic tax base through an 
expanding economy, with an overall goal of generating new revenues for the General 
Fund to provide City core services. 
 
A city can only move forward when it has a strong foundation to build upon, and we 
know that public safety is our fundamental building block. 
 
The safety of our residents not only impacts our ability to effectively run our city but it 
serves as the foundation for everything else that we do.  



	

A safe city is our number one economic development tool in expanding local businesses 
and attracting new ones to Fresno. 
 
During the past year, we have seen the results of our dedication to building a safer city. 
We’ve reduced violent crime and property crime dramatically, and we’re on pace to 
have the fewest number of cars stolen in our city in over 30 years! 
 
We’re also cracking down on gang activity. In May, Fresno Police arrested 37 members 
of a street gang responsible for a crime spree that included kidnapping, robbery, 
assault, home invasion and rape.  
 
Thank you Chief Dyer and the brave men and women of the Fresno Police Department 
– give them a hand. 
 
My administration is committed to continue the battle to fight drug abuse and gangs in 
Fresno.   
 
This coming year, we are planning to staff a Fresno Police Department Drug Task Force 
to not only close down illegal marijuana dispensaries but also shut down gangs, cartels 
and neighborhood drug dealers that sell heroin, meth, opioids and other toxic drugs to 
our children.  
 
This task force will also work to end the insidious exploitation of mostly young girls and 
women in our community through human trafficking, tied directly to drugs and gangs. 
  
Fresno faces a human trafficking challenge that reaches every part of our city. We must 
have no tolerance for this kind of exploitation.  
 
That’s why, in the coming weeks, we will announce a human trafficking initiative to find 
the resources necessary to combat this horrible problem. 
 
My vision also includes improving the quality of life for everyone in Fresno.  
 
People often see their city through the eyes of their neighborhood.  
 
Thankfully, people are taking charge. 
 
Last fall, we witnessed something unprecedented – more than 100 residents of 
Southwest Fresno, Chinatown and Downtown Fresno gathered over the course of nine 
public meetings to select a package that will invest $70 million of cap-and-trade funding 
from the State of California through the Transformative Climate Communities program. 
   
This process was the most collaborative and transparent that the City of Fresno has 
ever attempted, and the near unanimous vote of 125 to 1 speaks to the diligence of the 
residents who spent countless hours identifying and analyzing projects that will 
ultimately transform our most vulnerable communities. 



	

The Transformative Climate Communities grant has been matched by another $85 
million for a total of approximately $155 million that will be invested in Southwest 
Fresno, Chinatown and Downtown Fresno. 
 
We’re in the process of working with the State and our community partners to make 
sure this important funding is used wisely and well. 
 
We’re also making strides in the fight to end chronic and veteran’s homelessness.   
 
The most recent Point-In-Time Count showed that while the number of homeless in 
Fresno dropped by 23% from last year, Fresno County and our neighbors in Madera 
County saw a significant increase in their homeless populations. 
 
We cannot hope to conquer this crisis by maintaining the status quo.  We need bold 
ideas and full cooperation with our community partners. 
 
And we need help. Thankfully, help is coming. 
 
Earlier this year, I joined the “Big 11” - the mayors from the 11 largest cities in California 
- who gathered in Sacramento to lobby for money from the State’s budget surplus to 
address homelessness. 
 
Last week, the Governor and legislative leaders reached an unprecedented agreement, 
the Homeless Emergency Aid Program, which will provide $500 million to fund 
immediate solutions to get people off the streets.  
 
The budget deal also includes $200 million for existing programs, enhanced outreach 
and resources for homeless youth and seniors.  
 
Speaking from my own experience, with a daughter who lived on the streets for more 
than two years, homelessness can happen to anyone.  
 
We must deal with homelessness compassionately and consistently. 
 
We need a collaborative approach to significantly reduce the number of homeless in our 
city and our county.  
 
Today, I’m pleased to announce a Homeless Initiative to form “Street 2 Home Fresno 
County,” co-chaired by Fresno County Supervisor Chair Sal Quintero and myself that 
will include community partners engaged in providing services for the homeless in our 
community.  
 
To help with our homeless initiative launch, St. Agnes Medical Center and CEO Nancy 
Hollingsworth and the Edward & Jeanne Kashian Family Foundation have agreed to 
donate nearly $100,000 to our efforts. Nancy and Ed, thank you! 
 



	

Fresno is on the cusp of greatness. We have the right people in the right places at the 
right time. 
 
How do you achieve great things? It takes vision, commitment, collaboration, and 
perseverance. More than anything else, it takes people willing to say “We need to do it 
RIGHT instead of RIGHT NOW.” 
 
You can hear the voices of optimism and see bold plans laid out across our city, from a 
rapidly growing tech hub downtown to thousands of new jobs being created in our 
industrial area. Dreams can come true! 
 
But there’s still a lot of hard work ahead. Remember - if we WANT to make a difference 
- we have to WORK to make a difference! 
 
We need to look beyond statistics and remember that we work every day to change the 
lives of thousands of people in our city and offer them hope to realize their dreams of a 
better life. 
 
To be successful, you must believe in yourself. I believe in myself. 
 
We must also believe in our community partners. I believe in my community partners. 
 
And, most importantly, we must believe in Fresno. Our City must believe in itself. 
 
So I ask you - do you believe in Fresno?  DO YOU BELIEVE IN FRESNO??? 
 
Thank you. Remember, no matter where we come from, we’re all in this together.  
 
And if a poor boy from McKenzie Street can ascend to the highest elected office in 
Fresno, then anything is possible. 
 
There is a long journey in front of us, but together we can reach my vision of citywide 
prosperity, one step at a time. 
 
I can feel the pulse of this City in my heart and my heart belongs to this City and its 
people. 
 
This is my vision, this is my hope, and this is my prayer. 
 
And finally, thank you for giving me the privilege and honor of being the Mayor of this 
great City. God bless you and may God bless the City of Fresno. 


