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EIR SCOPING MEETING

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  

The clock on the wall says it's 5:35 p.m.  So let's get 

started.

Again, good evening.  My name is Elliott Balch.  

I'm the Downtown Revitalization Manager for the City of 

Fresno.  First, on the City's behalf, I want to thank you 

for attending tonight's Scoping Meeting for the 

Environmental Impact Report, or EIR, relating to the Fulton 

Mall Reconstruction Project.  This evening we'll sometimes 

refer to this as the "Mall Project" or simply the 

"Project."

In a moment we'll hear an overview of the process 

-- of the purposes and context of tonight's meeting from 

Mike Houlihan of First Carbon Solutions/Michael Brandman 

Associates, whose firm is preparing the EIR and belated 

documentation for the mall project.  If you'd -- if you'd 

like to speak after that, please get a pink speaker card 

from the back, fill it out, and bring it forward right 

here.  You can do that now, if you like, and we'll call the 

speakers up a little later in the order received. 

First I'd like to provide some history about how 

the Project and the environmental review for the Project 

have come to take the form that they have.
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The Project was originally identified to be 

assessed in a Notice of Preparation issued by the City in 

April 2012.  That original Notice of Preparation stated 

that the City intended to prepare an EIR to access the 

impacts from the adoption of the proposed Downtown 

Neighborhoods Community Plan, the proposed Fulton Corridor 

Specific Plan, and a Downtown Development Code, known 

collectively, all three, as the Downtown Plans.  

The Mall Project was to be assessed in connection 

with the review of the Fulton Corridor Specific Plan, 

because the Specific Plan identified revitalizing the 

Fulton Mall as a top priority.  For Community Advisory 

Committee for the Specific Plan recommended three options 

out of ten considered to be further analyzed in the 

environmental documentation, and these were:  

Option 1, Reconnect the Grid on Traditional 

Streets.  In basic terms, this is a street -- two-way 

through Fulton and its cross streets, with street parking 

on both sides of the street, and existing artwork 

incorporated into other areas of the landscape.  This is 

Alternative 1 identified in the Initial Study circulating 

now with the current Notice of Preparation of the EIR for 

the Project.  

Option 2 was Reconnect the Grid with Vignettes.  

Here again is a two-way street with existing artwork 
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incorporated, but the street curves its way through the 

landscape, and there are some areas with street parking but 

other areas where the retention of features, such as 

fountains, at full scale, precludes street parking.  This 

is Alternative 2 identified in the current Notice of 

Preparation and Initial Study.  

And the 3rd option, No. 3, was Restoration and 

Completion of the Mall.  Like the others, this option would 

also generally demolish and rebuild the existing landscape, 

but as a pedestrian mall, in much the same configuration as 

today, albeit with a variety of upgrades for safety and 

functionality.  This option is not proposed as part of the 

Project for purposes of the current EIR, as it will not 

qualify for TIGER grant funds, which we'll describe in a 

minute.  It is the City's intent to consider this option as 

an alternative to the Project in the forthcoming EIR.  

Getting back to the original approach with the 

Specific Plan.  The purpose for the additional study of the 

Mall Project in the -- in the EIR for the Downtown Plans, 

was to allow the Council to select one of those three 

options for the Mall Project when the Specific Plan was 

adopted.  

The City has determined to prepare an EIR for the 

Mall Project now, independent of the Specific Plan or the 

Downtown Plans because the City has been awarded Federal 
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grant funds -- Federal grants for Project, which require 

environmental review to be completed by March 20, '14, and 

it is unlikely, or at least uncertain, that the Downtown 

Plans and the EIR to review those plans will be brought to 

the Council before the Federal grant timelines run.

In August 2012, the Federal Highway 

Administration, or FHWA, announced the award of $1 million 

from the Transportation, Community, and System Preservation 

Program to the City for preconstruction expenses for the 

Mall Project, and in September 2013, the U.S. Department of 

Transportation announced that Fresno had been awarded 

nearly $16 million in Transportation Investments Generating 

Economic Recovery, or TIGER, funding for Project 

construction expenses.  

As a result of receiving the grant awards, the 

City is required to prepare a National Environmental Policy 

Act document for the Project and otherwise treat the 

Project as a Federal undertaking by the Federal Highway 

Administration.  Caltrans, the designated lead agency for 

this Federal review, is currently preparing the federally 

mandated documents for the Project.  This is a separate 

process, which is not the subject of tonight's meeting.  

The TIGER grant requires that obligation of the 

construction funds must occur no later than September 30th, 

2014.  This means that Caltrans and the Federal Highway 
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Administration must have approved the Project with the 

fully completed engineering drawings ready for bid, 

finalized after the adoption or certification of Federal 

and State environmental reviews.  To meet this deadline, 

the EIR for the Project will need to be certified by 2013.

You heard me say that the -- the design process 

as well as the environmental process must be complete to 

meet the Federal deadline.  There is a separate design 

process that has been happening recently, at much the same 

time as this environmental process, which many of you here 

tonight have also been involved in.  The options I 

described earlier have been defined and refined as design 

work has progressed and will continue to evolve through the 

design and environmental processes for the Project.

The City is currently considering bringing the 

Downtown Plans to the City Council for adoption after the 

General Plan update, which is also being prepared in draft 

form now.  Given the many complicated issues, the Downtown 

Plans and the updated General Plan must address in 

preparation for adoption, the City determined that it would 

be unrealistic to expect the combined Downtown Plans, 

environmental review to be completed in time to meet TIGER 

deadlines.  It is in light of the TIGER grant, therefore, 

that the City is preparing this new EIR, which addresses 

the Project on its own, and is also focused on the Project 
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as being conditioned on the allowed purposes of the TIGER 

grant funds.  

This brings us to tonight and this Scoping 

Meeting, which is an integral part of the preparation of 

the EIR for the Project.  I will now turn it over to Mike 

Houlihan of First Carbon Solutions/Michael Brandman 

Associates to describe more of that context as well as the 

kinds of input we are seeking from you tonight.  Mike.  

MIKE HOULIHAN:  Thank you, Elliott.  

Again, I'm Mike Houlihan with First Carbon 

Solutions/Michael Brandman Associates.  We're preparing the 

environmental document for the Fulton Mall Reconstruction 

Project.  

First of all, I wanted to go over kind of the 

outline of our Scoping Meeting that we're -- we are holding 

tonight.  First I want to go over the purpose of the 

Scoping Meeting and then a general description of the 

environmental setting of Fulton Mall, the Proposed Project, 

the overview of the environmental issues that we are 

addressing -- again, these are the preliminary 

environmental issues -- and then preliminary list of 

alternatives to be considered, and then last we'll talk 

about the -- the next steps after tonight's meeting.  

First, the purpose of the Scoping Meeting, again, 

it's to provide the public and agencies an opportunity for 
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input into what issues to be addressed in the EIR.  As many 

of you know, we have submitted -- the City has distributed 

and made available for review an initial study as part of 

Notice of Preparation.  And in that initial study, there 

was a fair -- a fairly amount of detail of the potential 

environmental issues associated with the two options of the 

Proposed Project.  

The -- the purpose of tonight's meeting is not to 

debate the merits of the two options of the project.  It's 

to understand the environmental issues that are of concern 

of the public individuals, as well as any of the agencies 

that are here.  

First, the environmental study, the location, I 

think everyone understands where the location is, but in 

terms of Fulton Mall, it includes Fulton itself, along with 

Kern -- along with Kern, Mariposa, and Merced.  Those 

areas -- those malls are part of Fulton Mall.  Then, as far 

as the physical characteristics, there is various elements 

within Fulton Mall, from your pattern pavement that was 

part of the original design, numerous trees that are 

located there, shrubs and flowers, as well as the planters, 

seating areas and benches, sculptures -- a variety of 

sculptures that are there, and water features, and also two 

top lots that are located within mall.  

Each of those features are a different level 

8
NISBETT BEEBE COURT REPORTERS (559) 264-3376

FULTON MALL RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT EIR SCOPING MEETING

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



of -- of condition, current condition.  Some of the 

sculptures -- or I should say the water fountains -- have 

not been working, have -- because of electrical problems or 

other types of issues associated with them, mainly stemming 

from maintenance and so forth, cracks and so forth.  So 

in -- in trying to understand the -- the conditions of the 

current Fulton Mall, that condition is the baseline of what 

we are evaluating the var -- the -- the options, the 

Project options on.  

The surrounding land uses, areas that are 

directly or nearby Fulton Mall, this exhibit illustrates, 

for example, in the purple area is a regional commercial, 

and then the -- the red area is identified up here as 

general heavy commercial.  But in the area from Van Ness, 

Tuolumne, Broadway, and "H" Street and Inyo, in that square 

area, which was the original super block, in that area 

there is an accounting of the amount of square feet, and 

it's shown up here.  Again, this is a replica of what is in 

the initial study, but this is within that super block, 

what -- how much development is currently located there.  

And, again, with the reconstruction of Fulton Mall, it is 

not to result in any new land use development.  It's only 

related to the Proposed Mall itself.  

The Proposed Project, there's two options.  As 

Elliott had explained, we have an Alternative 1 that we 
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identified in the Initial Study, and that was to reconnect 

the grid on the traditional streets, and, again, with that 

is a two-way, two-lane street down Fulton as well as on 

Kern and Mariposa and Merced.  

The Alternative 2 is a -- is a little bit 

different.  It still has the two-way, two-lane street, but 

there are certain vignettes or areas where additional 

features will be restored and retained.  And I believe 

there's six locations -- or around six or so.  

Okay.  With the Proposed Project, the two 

options, there are required approvals, and listed here, the 

required approvals include General Plan Circulation 

Element.  Plans and Specifications, those are the detailed 

plans of how and where the different features are going to 

be located and also the specific location of where the 

streets will be located.  

Construction Funding, the Central Area Community 

Plan Amendment, that amendment is related to Fulton Mall 

itself and the references related to Fulton Mall.  

Conditional Use Permit.  With the different 

options, there is a proposal, as part of the Project, to 

relocate the existing top lots to an area that is west or 

south of Mariposa and along Convo Alley.  And the City 

currently doesn't own that property, but there's a -- a 

proposal for a property acquisition.  It's currently an 
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open piece of land.  

And the last, there's a Fresno Municipal Code 

Amendment, again, that's related to Fresno Mall and the 

discussion of Fresno Mall.  

One -- one other item I wanted to let everyone 

understand, in addition to the City providing the Scoping 

Meeting to provide an opportunity for the public to provide 

comments on the scope of the environmental document, they 

would normally have done this, but there is a requirement 

in the California Environmental Quality Act, specifically 

for a project like this.  And the reason why it's required 

is because there is a General Plan Amendment, any project 

that has a General Plan Amendment has to have a Scoping 

Meeting so that there could be input from the public and 

from agencies, if the agencies want to provide input into 

that process.

Now, for the overview of the environmental 

issues, in the issue study, there are various levels of -- 

of environmental issues and determinations that -- is 

preliminary determinations that have been made.  First, we 

are -- I'm going to go through and identify the -- the 

issues that were addressed.  These are general issues, and 

there are specific issues within the general categories.  

And then there are issues found to be significant in the 

Notice of Preparation in the Initial Study, and then there 
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are issues found that were less significant after 

mitigation.  And then last, there are issues that were 

determined to be significant and then after our brief 

evaluation, we believe that it's going to be unavoidable.  

So I'm going to go through those issues.  

First, this list of issues -- and the reason why 

I have "Cultural Resources" twice and "Aesthetics" twice is 

because there is a -- a difference between short-term for 

aesthetics -- short-term effects, as opposed to long-term 

effects.  These long-term effects occur beyond ten years 

from now.  The short-term effects are within the first five 

to ten years.  

For "Cultural Resources," there's a number of 

types of cultural resources, and that's why I've divided 

that out between "Archaeology" and "Paleontological" and 

"Human Remains."  Those are issues related to cultural 

resources.  And then also separating out the -- the 

"Historical Resources."  As many of you know, Fulton Mall 

itself is a historic resource.  

Okay.  And then the remaining of the issues are 

listed up here.  These are all issues that we have looked 

at and -- and provided our preliminary environ -- our 

evaluation within the Initial Study.  Again, the Initial 

Study is out for public review right now.  

Okay.  The issues that we found that were 
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significant.  We -- we identified short-term aesthetics, 

the long-term aesthetics, the biological resources, the -- 

the cultural resources, hazardous and hazardous materials, 

hydrology and water quality -- and that's primarily 

water-quality issues related to construction, land use and 

planning, primarily with the consistency of the proposed 

options within the existing plans, and then transportation 

and traffic.  That, as many of you would understand, is 

with the Project.  We're not generating any more traffic 

land uses; therefore, we're redistributing traffic, but 

with that redistribution is adding to a cumulative level of 

increase in traffic.  

Okay.  Issues that were found to be less than 

significant after incorporations of mitigation measures.  

Here's the list.  We've identified in the Initial Study 

mitigation measures that are required to be implemented in 

order to reduce the potential significant effects for each 

one of these issues.  

And, last, the -- the two areas that we 

determined from our initial review, that there weren't 

mitigation measures to be able to reduce the effect, unless 

you end up changing the option to a different alternative.  

Our aesthetics, short-term, specifically related to the 

removal of the trees.  You have a substantial change in 

that Fulton Mall if you end up removing the trees.  
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And, last, with cultural resources, if you place 

a two-lane, two-way street within Fulton Mall, it would no 

longer be able to qualify for the existing designation by 

the -- the State Historical Resource.  

Okay.  The preliminary list of alternatives that 

are being considered.  The no-project no-development is one 

that is required by the California Environmental Quality 

Act.  And then all of these other issues or other 

alternatives are alternatives that has -- that have gone 

through discussion over the last year or year and a half or 

more.  Or more.  And each one of these have gone through 

some discussion and trying to understand what the -- the 

different features or components of these -- these proposed 

or alternative projects.  

The Restoration and Completion, that is the 

Option 3 that Elliott had mentioned.  The Restoration with 

Open Cross Streets, that's opening up the -- the Kern, 

Mariposa, and Merced to two-way, two-lane traffic.  

The Restoration and Completion with Economic 

Subsidies, this is more of an increase in funding by the 

City to provide -- and also to restore and complete the 

Fulton Mall.  The -- open the outer blocks and cross 

streets, those are the Kern and Merced opening these up to 

two-lane, two-way traffic on Fulton and on these streets 

while keeping the inner blocks or retaining Fulton Mall as 
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a pedestrian mall.  

The -- keeping the south and center three blocks 

and the three blocks closed.  That's the -- the center 

three blocks and the -- and the south.  

Keep the center two blocks closed.  Again, those 

are the two that are going to be open on the outer ends.  

And reconnect the grid one-way street as placing 

a one-way street within Fulton Mall.  Also, a one-way 

street within the cross streets too.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  I'm sorry.  You said this 

is going to be in the Kern work to be done?

MIKE HOULIHAN:  This is -- these are the alternatives 

that we will consider while going through an alternative 

discussion.  So we want a reasonable range of alternatives, 

and these are ones that we will draw upon to determine that 

reasonable range.

And then there's three more.  

Keeping the six blocks of the mall open -- or -- 

of the mall and open the cross streets with two-way, 

two-lane traffic.  

And then two-way vehicle traffic through the 

mall, and the Fulton Mall -- Fulton will be open.  

And then last is shifting the roadway east or 

west.  That one is a little bit less credible, but it's at 

the intersections allowing the Fulton Street to actually 
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curve and, therefore, actually requiring some of the 

structures to be removed -- the existing structures.  

Again, it's to retain the components of Fulton Mall -- some 

of the -- more of the components of Fulton Mall.  

So those are the -- the preliminary list of 

alternatives that we are considering.  

And then last regarding the next steps, where do 

we go from here?  As you've seen, we've prepared the 

Initial Study, and we -- we've sent it out for public 

review so that we can get comments from you so that we can 

end up adding additional information or trying to respond 

to your -- your concerns.  

Now, we are -- the next step will be preparing 

the draft EIR.  And once we have that draft EIR completed, 

we will send it out for public review so everyone can see 

what that draft EIR will -- what the information is within 

the draft EIR.  

We will receive comments.  Similar to receiving 

comments on the Initial Study, we'll receive it on the 

draft EIR at that time, and that has a 45-day public review 

period.  We'll respond to the comments provided, and then 

we'll prepare a Response to Comments document, so that you 

can see where your comments are responded to.  

And then last, that's where you end up talking 

about the merits of the project at public hearings -- at 
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the public hearings, both at the Planning Commission and 

City Council.  So what -- what we want to do now is with 

the basic understanding of the issues that have been 

addressed in the Initial Study, the ones I've identified 

above, if there are any specific issues that you see that 

you would like to be addressed in the EIR, those are the 

issues we want your input on to the scope of the 

environmental evaluation.  So, again, it is not to -- to 

come up and talk about the merits of the -- the two Project 

alternatives that -- or two options that are being 

evaluated.  It's to understand the -- the environmental 

evaluation and if there are other issues that should be 

addressed.  

So I think what we'll do is -- you'll go through 

the cards?  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Yeah.  

MIKE HOULIHAN:  Okay.

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Yep.  So we're going to invite the 

speakers up to the lectern in the order we receive the 

cards.  And, again, if -- if you'd like to speak, there are 

pink speaking cards at the back, and we'd invite you to 

drop one off here.  To ensure everyone has a chance to 

share the -- at least the gist of their comments, we'll ask 

you to limit your remarks to three minutes.  But after 

that, if everyone's had their first shot, we'll open it up 
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to come back for seconds.  And you can also provide -- I 

should mention you can also provide comments in writing, 

and we have forms for that in the back as well.  So those 

comments are due no later than November 15th.  

So, again -- I'm sorry -- not again, but one more 

note, which is that all comments that are made are being 

recorded at this meeting and will be considered in the 

preparation of the EIR.  So if you have a comment and you 

hear someone say essentially the same thing, just, please, 

know that the comment's already been received on the 

record.  

So with that -- oh, and when you do come up, 

please begin by stating your name so that we can match your 

comment to your card in our record.  And you'll have, 

again, three minutes.  

Our first will be Robert Turner, followed by 

Jason -- is it Piecuch?

JASON PIECUCH:  Piecuch.

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Yeah.  

ROBERT TURNER:  Hello.  My name is Robert Turner.  I'm 

a member of the local Tehipite Chapter of the Sierra Club.  

I'm also a member of the Downtown Fresno Coalition.  I live 

in Clovis at 1724 Minnewawa.  

I want to state that I hope that the EIR 

addresses long-term traffic patterns after the construction 
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is done, because I believe that the -- the size of the 

street being small and having limited amount of parking is 

going to mean that there will be a lot of traffic on the 

street looking for parking that won't find it and will 

being circulating around, pretty much like in a shopping 

center parking lot when people can't find their parking.  

And I want that to be addressed, the -- the impact of the 

increase in traffic and the large number of people trying 

to make left turns and right turns into the -- into the 

Fulton Street will, I believe, slow down traffic on the 

cross streets.  So I think there will be significant 

traffic impacts.  

Also, because the point of the street, I think, 

is to bring more people downtown in their cars to see the 

street -- there might be some difference of opinion on 

this -- but I think there needs to be addressing pollution 

noise -- especially air pollution, and if the traffic is 

slowed down, then that could be significant impact.  

The safety of pedestrians with the increase of 

mall traffic, compared to the current baseline where 

pedestrians are entirely safe on the street from cars.  

And the safety of the artwork is important.  Cars 

can -- can crash into the art and damage them pretty -- 

pretty severely.  

Also, the current baseline -- the baseline is the 
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current condition of the mall, I -- but I guess in the 

alternative, the restoration of the mall is -- is -- that's 

considered -- one of the alternatives that will be 

considered, right?  

So I think it's important to look at what -- what 

we will -- to compare the -- the current -- the conditions 

of the mall when it's restored to the condition it will be 

in if it has cars on the street.  

And I also believe that keeping the mall has an 

equal, if not greater, potential for being a driver in the 

increase of an economic development.  So the future 

development options of the alternative are very important.  

It's not a given that keeping the pedestrian mall, even if 

it's restored, is necessarily going to lower the economic 

potential.  I believe it's going to increase the economic 

potential for downtown to have that pedestrian mall there, 

greater than it would be if the street were there.  So I 

want that future potential for economic development to be 

considered in the alternative that keeps the mall.  

Thank you.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Mr. Piecuch and Ms. Harris.  

JASON PIECUCH:  Greetings.  Greetings.  My name is 

Jason Piecuch.  I live on Fulton Street, downtown Fresno.   

I'm employed by the Salvation Army, Fresno Silvercrest, as 

a weekend and property manager.  
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My questions for you just, Elliot, here, you're 

talking about the pre -- prelim this to your Option 3 or 

Alternative 3, an environmental impact report here, this 

will not be covering that.  When will there be an 

environmental impact report for Option 3 or that 

alternative?  Just asking that, putting that out there.  

And my question here is the historic.  I hear -- 

I've seen historic, less than significant, significant.  

Taking out the mall takes away the historic value of it.  

So a long-term aesthetic value -- an aesthetic long-term 

effect, well, it was said it was less than significant 

aesthetic value for long-term.  I personally believe it 

would be -- should be greater.  It would be a very, very 

serious loss to Fresno and the region.  It wouldn't be 

historic.  It would be a street with cars on it.  

Other than that, I'd just like to say that I 

appreciate what you guys are doing in opening up this 

hearing.  Thank you very much.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Ms. Brunette Harris and then Doug 

Richert.

BRUNETTE HARRIS:  My name is Brunette Harris.  

And I would like to say I don't think one should 

even be done an EIR.  If you're not including all three, 

you shouldn't be doing any of it, because you made the 

statement that those three were supposed to be considered.  
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But now you guys are only talking about two.  So I don't 

know how you can do an environmental study on just two and 

eliminate the one.  There's no way you can do that.  It 

shouldn't be legally anyway.  Because if you guys are 

having three of them that was recommended, and you're 

supposed to do three, and all you're talking about is two.  

So -- so far as the environment study, as the 

gentleman was saying -- I mean, this is the Valley.  And 

everybody knows that what comes down in the Valley stays in 

the Valley.  So you're talking about all of the cars.  

You're talking about the emission and everything else.  Now 

you had a plan where you were talking about -- I guess it 

was called the -- where you put it on hold.  All of it was 

on hold.  It's supposed to be -- the General Plan and all 

of that.  If all of that's on hold, there's no way in the 

world you can pull something out.  I don't -- I'm not 

understanding what's really going on, because if you got 

the General Plan and the Downtown Fulton Plan, all of that 

was included and all of that is supposed to be on hold, and 

I don't know how you can legally pull that out and say you 

gonna do this separate from the plan.  Because it's in the 

plan, period, but it's on hold -- your 2035 plan.  So I, 

mean, what you're doing, I don't know how it can be legally 

done.  And so you're moving forward with it.  I don't think 

you should be able to move forward with it until all of 
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those things are addressed.  

There's supposed to be three plans.  All three of 

them should have an environmental study.  And as the 

gentleman say, here you got all of this emission.  It's 

going to stay down in the Valley.  There's no way for you 

to get it out.  

Now, you did an EIR, talking about you wasn't 

going to put any more drive-throughs for the simple fact of 

the emission, the air pollution.  But now here you're 

talking about putting in two-way street down on the mall.  

That doesn't even make any sense.  So I don't know what 

kind of study that you guys have been doing, but obviously 

you're studying the wrong things.  You need to go back to 

school.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Doug Richert and then Stephen -- is it 

Mensel?

STEPHEN MENSEL:  Yes, it is.  

DOUG RICHERT:  Hi.  My name is Doug Richert.  I'd like 

to see the impact of exhaust on the artwork addressed into 

the environmental studies report, also, the impact of 

exhaust on people sitting on the cafe -- or sitting on -- 

next to the curb in the planned cafe scenarios.

Also, I'd like to see a comparison of how much 

parkland will be -- I'd like to see the Fulton Mall is 

considered as parkland and then compared how it's gonna -- 
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how much is gonna be lost to the residents of the area and 

then a comparison of that to other areas of the city to see 

if those residents are impacted by the loss of additional 

parkland, and also a comparison of car-free areas, an 

acreage study, there where you had the commercial acreage 

of the parking and -- or square footage -- I'm sorry.  You 

had square footage of those various buildings.  I'd like to 

see the Fulton Mall considered parkway on that -- or 

parkland and compare the loss of that in the various plans.  

Also, with the loss of trees, that's going to 

raise temperatures.  I'd like to see temperature 

comparisons of potential loss in the heating effect that 

will occur and a comparison addressing the potential cost 

for those business owners through increased usage of that.  

And, plus, with the automobiles and loss of trees, there 

should be temperature considerations taken into effect on 

that, on the increase and of the differing types of 

pavement used in the project.  

Thank you.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Mr. Mensel and Hal Tokmakian.

STEPHEN MENSEL:  I'm sorry.  I didn't -- Elliot, I 

didn't -- I was -- I came in late and didn't hear what your 

title is.

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Oh.  I'm the Downtown Revitalization 

Manager for the City.
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STEPHEN MENSEL:  Ah-hah.  My name is Stephen Mensel, 

and I'm a -- I'm a resident of downtown Fresno and have 

been for many years, and I have actually had a business 

downtown for many years.  I'm now retired.  But I watch 

these things from time to time and thought I'd come down 

and watch this one, which most everybody who has -- I think 

everyone who has addressed us before you has made better 

points than I have.  I -- I suppose I'd just like to add 

one more thing.  

I have a question about the -- the lighting.  We 

have a light pollution problem here in Fresno, and I would 

like it if you addressed the change in lighting, because 

I -- I gather that if you have City streets, you have to 

have them lit in a particular way, according to our plans 

and our ordinances.  And if there's going to be a change in 

the lighting and it's going to add to the light pollution, 

I'd like to know about that.  

Everything else I had to say or I wanted to say 

has been said and probably said better by the people that 

proceeded me.  

Thank you for your attention.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Mr. Tokmakian and Ms. Zachritz.

HAL TOKMAKIAN:  I may take more than the prescribed 

three minutes, so I'm giving you Linda Zachritz' talk 

sheet.  That makes it six.  But I don't think I'll need it 
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all.  My name is Hal Tokmakian, and I'm a member of the 

Downtown Fresno Coalition.  I'm going to read this 

statement verbatim, which will be -- and add a few ad libs, 

of course, and give a copy of what we have written to 

Mr. Balch.

We are going to be submitting detailed comments 

on the various topics in time for the November 15th 

deadline, but there are three comments we will bring to 

your attention and to everyone else here that we feel are 

pertinent to the meeting at hand.  Each of these comments 

leads to the conclusion that the Notice of Preparation 

underlying this meeting is fatally flawed, and this process 

should be halted.  

No. 1, the publicly advertised Notice of 

Preparation states that the Notice and the Scoping Meeting 

are conducted as part of the California Environmental 

Quality Act process.  However, the Fulton Mall 

Reconstruction Project is mostly funded by Federal dollars.  

That check from the Department of Transportation was handed 

over to the Mayor with a lot of hoopla and publicity.  

The National Policy for Environmental Protection 

provides that any Federal dollars that are used in a 

project be subject to evaluation under this act.  The in -- 

that information was omitted from the public notices, and 

we submit that this scoping should be halted and renoticed 
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as part of the National Environmental Policy Act process.

Now, I know, as a professional planner for a long 

time, that this can be done to join CEQA and NEPA.  I don't 

know why it's not done here, except because of some 

convoluted internal decision that perhaps has no bearing on 

the subject that we're trying to deal with.  

Second, this Notice of Preparation for the Fulton 

Mall Reconstruction Project describes the -- describes the 

project as having two alternatives -- one, to connect the 

grid on traditional streets; and, two, to reconnect the 

grid with vignettes.  This presents a second reason why the 

NOP and this meeting should be terminated now.  

The City of Fresno on or about July or August the 

12th, 2013, signed an agreement with Royston, Hanamoto, 

Alley & Abey for landscape services, designs, plans, and 

working drawings for the Fulton Mall Reconstruction 

Project.  The City required this contractor to develop 

three alternatives:  Reconnect the grid with a traditional 

street, reconnect the grid with vignettes, and reconstruct 

and complete Fulton Mall as a pedestrian mall.  

The schematic design phase of the consultant's 

contract has been ongoing since last month, October, with a 

schedule of steering committee meetings, incidentally, 

where the Mayor appeared and applauded the meeting process 

and the public process and also with workshops that met 
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with special interest groups and so forth.  All of these 

were attended by City staff.  At every one of these 

gatherings, discussion and consideration was specifically 

sought for all three alternatives.  Additionally, it was 

specifically represented to the attendees that all three 

alternatives were being examined on an equal basis and that 

no decision had been made about which alternative to pursue 

and that the City Council will receive a report from the 

consultants that would include an evaluation of all three 

alternatives.  

Now, do you see the problem here in this public 

process?  Were the people of Fresno being duped at public 

meetings to consider three alternatives while the meetings 

were still ongoing and the quietly -- and the City quietly 

removed the one alternative of Fulton Mall?  Will the City 

Council similarly be deceived during this process?  

Now, a third reason why the NOP is irreparable 

flawed is this:  The two alternatives described in the NOP 

are inconsistent with the existing General Plan, the 2025 

General Plan.  And when the Central Community -- and as 

well with the Central Area Community Plan.  Both the 

General Plan and the Central Area Community Plan maintained 

the Fulton Mall is a pedestrian area.  City and State 

planning law requires that all projects be consistent with 

the existing General Plan and relevant specific plans 
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before they proceed.  

On this basis, the project described in the NOP 

as -- isn't lawful and should not proceed.  Now, we will 

submit further detailed comments on this before the 

November 15th deadline.  

But, certainly, how can we prepare an 

environmental impact document when the General Plan does 

not provide for such projects?  Let's get to the heart of 

the matter and deal with the procedure and process 

properly.  We don't want to deal with the problem of 

fragmentation of this entire process in a -- in a possible 

later proceeding.  

Thank you.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  (Inaudible) and Mitch Freund.  That is 

the last name that I have.  So if others would want to 

speak, please bring your cards forward.

MITCH FREUND:  Hello.  I'm Mitch Freund.  I work -- 

I'm the Ambassador Director for the Downtown Fresno 

Partnership and also a downtown resident.  

As a representative of the Downtown Fresno 

Partnership, representing the business community of 

downtown Fresno, the partnership feels the scope of the EIR 

process for the Fulton Mall Reconstruction Project has been 

and continues to be adequate and sufficient, and that's all 

I have.  
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ELLIOTT BALCH:  Thank you.  And, Chuck, did you want 

to speak?  

CHARLES BARRETT:  Yeah.  Yes.  My name is -- my name 

is Charles Barrett.  I'm with Heritage Fresno.  I live 

at -- at 516 East Portland Avenue in Fresno, California.  

That's in the 93720.  And I'm also the -- one of the 

co-chairs of Heritage Fresno, which is a preservation 

organization dedicated to the advocacy for the preservation 

of historical resources.  

One of which, of course, is the Fulton Mall, so 

we oppose the Project.  But in any event, if the Project is 

-- if the Executive Department is determined to carry the 

Project forward, we'd like to note for the record that -- 

our objection to the cover that's provided by the TIGER 

grant.  We foresee the day when the members of the City 

Council will say that they have to change the Fresno Mall 

in order to comply with the terms of the Federal government 

mandate, and that was -- that was a way the thing has been 

set up, and I guess there's nothing we can do about it, 

except to advise the experts who will study the 

environmental impact.  That, first of all, there's 

considerable public opposition to this project in the 

public -- general public and every sensing is done 

discloses that.  

But above that, we also hope that you will expand 
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the scope of the study sufficiently to dis -- to determine 

if the objectives of the Executive Department can be met 

with use -- with the utilization of the original trams that 

once served the mall or busses or electric vehicles or 

something that can move people about and still -- without 

disturbing -- ruining the plan of Garrett Eckbo and without 

a substantial destruction of the urban forest and the 

structures of the mall.  We hope you will at least consider 

that.  

And thank you.  

ELLIOTT BALCH:  Thank you, Mr. Barrett.  

Is there anybody else?  

Seeing -- seeing no further comments, we will -- 

we will adjourn the meeting.  Thank you for coming.  

(End of recorded EIR Scoping Meeting.)

-- o0o --
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

) ss

COUNTY OF FRESNO )

I, Sally Anna Frits, CSR No. 11709, a Certified 

Shorthand Reporter in and for the County of Fresno, State 

of California, do hereby certify:

That I transcribed the recorded Fulton Mall EIR 

Scoping Meeting to the best of my ability, which was taken 

down by me in shorthand and thereafter reduced to 

computerized transcription under my direction and 

supervision.  I hereby certify the foregoing transcript is 

a full, true, and correct transcript of my shorthand notes 

so taken.

I make no representations as to the accuracy of the 

speakers and/or testimony since I was not physically 

present during the recording.  

I further certify that I am neither counsel for nor 

related to any party to said action nor in any way 

interested in the outcome thereof.

____________________________________

Sally Anna Frits

Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 11709
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