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May 29, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
RE: Support for the City of Fresno’s TIGER 2013 Application  
 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
This letter is to express my support for the City of Fresno’s application for a U.S. Department of 
Transportation TIGER grant to fund critical improvements in downtown Fresno. 
 
As you know from your visit to Fresno and subsequent conversations, the Fulton Mall project is 
essential to the future prosperity of the City and the surrounding region.  The product of an 
intensive community planning process, the project will substantially improve the function of the 
nation’s first high-speed rail station.  At the same time, the project will make the region’s historic 
“Main Street” an attractive place for investment and vitality once again.  No other single project in 
the region has comparable potential to restore Fresno’s downtown as a place where all residents 
can feel proud to gather and connect. 
 
This project has a direct, meaningful connection to California’s high-speed rail program as well as 
Fresno’s forward-thinking bus rapid transit (BRT) project.  Moreover, it will leverage significant 
federal and state funds to maximize return on taxpayer investment.  In 2021, downtown Fresno’s 
high-speed rail station is scheduled to open just one block west of the Fulton mall.  One block to 
the east, the central station for the City’s 13.8-mile BRT system, in which the federal government 
has committed $38 million, will connect the downtown core to the city’s major transportation 
corridors.  The entire area sits amid a freeway triangle that connects downtown Fresno 
conveniently with the rest of the city, region, and state.  
 
Still, Fresno’s high-speed rail station and the BRT system will only be successful if the area 
directly surrounding the station is primed for transit-oriented development.  Research by leading 
experts in urban retail — as well as the everyday experience of the Mall’s business and property 
owners — indicates that the lack of multimodal access and visibility for the buildings along Fulton 
makes it difficult to attract sufficient investment to revitalize the area.  Fresno’s pedestrian mall 
has operated in its current form for the last 40 years, proving to be a significant disincentive to 
private development.   
 
This project will cause Fresno’s high-speed rail passengers, projected to grow to 8,400 on an 
average weekday in 2035, to be drawn into downtown Fresno by vibrant streets and sidewalks. 
Perhaps more importantly, the project will ensure that the projected 82% of these passengers who 
access the station by private automobile will not be kept out of the heart of downtown Fresno by a 



 

broken, confusing street grid. We at the High-Speed Rail Authority feel these goals are worthwhile 
for both the City and the State.  
 
Surely, the Fulton Mall project is critical to the Fresno region and its 1.6 million residents, but the 
construction and ultimate operation of Fresno’s high-speed rail station makes the project a national 
imperative. Furthermore, the TIGER investment this application proposes will bring millions of 
dollars in benefits beyond project costs and dozens of construction jobs to an economically 
distressed area.  
 
The City of Fresno’s TIGER grant truly has the potential to recast the future of a major U.S. city 
and the entire region that surrounds it.  As such, I strongly support the City of Fresno’s TIGER 
2013 application.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dan Richard 
Chair 
California High-Speed Rail Authority Board of Directors 



1400 10th Street     P.O. Box 3044     Sacramento, California  95812-3044 

(916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE of PLANNING AND RESEARCH
                           

EDMOND G. BROWN JR.                                                                                                                                                                                                             KEN ALEX
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR

May 16, 2013

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Re:  Support for City of Fresno’s TIGER Grant Application 

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research is pleased to support the City of Fresno’s 
TIGER grant application for restoration of the downtown Fulton Mall, in coordination with 
extensive downtown redevelopment and creation of a transit hub.  California’s High Speed Rail 
system includes a downtown Fresno station.  The redevelopment and restoration of the Fulton 
Mall is important to the success of the station and the transit hub as well as the City’s overall 
effort to re-establish the economic vibrancy of the downtown area.  

The Office of Planning and Research (OPR) is California’s comprehensive state planning agency 
and serves the Governor and his Cabinet as staff for long-range planning and research.  OPR is 
also a member of the Strategic Growth Council, a legislatively established, cabinet-level 
committee concerned with coordinating state agency activities to assist and support the planning 
and development of sustainable communities.  OPR is supporting Fresno’s efforts to re-establish 
its downtown core.  The Fulton Mall restoration is a lynchpin to the success of that effort, as are 
the state and federal effort on High Speed Rail.

The TIGER grant has the potential to recast the future of a major U.S. city and the entire region 
that surrounds it.  OPR strongly supports the City of Fresno’s TIGER 2013 application. If we can 
provide any further information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ken Alex
Director
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1014 Fulton Mall            

(559) 266-6743
FRESNO, CA. 93721 

15144 W. Whitesbridge

(559) 846-5040
KERMAN, CA. 93630 

2001 W. Cleveland Ave Ste. D

(559) 661-7770
MADERA, CA. 93637

1115 N. Main St.
 

(661) 725-2025
DELANO, CA. 93215

1440 19th Street            

(661) 322-6826
BAKERSFIELD, CA. 93301 

145 N. Main St.

(559) 781-5556
PORTERVILLE, CA. 93257  

May 13, 2013

The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

This letter is to support the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER funds to support the much 
needed restoration of the street grid in the Fulton Corridor. 

As a property and business owner in the Fulton Mall, I am very enthusiastic and hope to see the 
transition of the Fulton Mall into a corridor that can support traffic. If accomplished, I am sure 
our beautiful Downtown will become a vibrant hub for the City of Fresno. Many cities across the 
country that have replaced their pedestrian malls have seen fast and remarkable results; 
vacancy rates decrease as it will be more appealing to businesses to invest in Downtown. 

We have been in business on the Fulton Mall since 1989 with different family businesses. It has 
not been easy to stay in business in Downtown, but we have managed to keep going and are 
very optimistic that things can only get better and are getting better. We love our Fulton Mall and 
Downtown and truly believe in the potential that our Downtown and Fulton Mall have to 
become a great downtown, visited by many.  This area will once again be the Heart Of Our 
City, but we need your help and support  to accomplish this. 

I can only see benefits for everyone if the TIGER grant application is granted to the City of 
Fresno. I urge your approval and THANK YOU very much for your support. 

Sincerely,

________________________________
Raul De Alba
President 
Jalisco Jewelers Inc. 

2738 Whitson Ave

(559) 891-9910
SELMA, CA. 93662
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ROBERT ELLIS 
LEASING & INVESTMENT, INC. 

June 3, 2013 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

This letter is to support the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER funds to support the restoration of the 
street grid in an 18-square-block area in the heart of downtown Fresno. 

As the proud owner of 1025 Fulton Mall in the area affected by this project, I am enthusiastic about the 
return of multimodal circulation to Fulton Mall and the area flanking the planned High-Speed Train 
station.  After decades of decline with Fulton in its present configuration and condition, I look forward to 
the kind of positive change for downtown Fresno that other cities have overwhelmingly experienced when 
they reopened their “Main Street” pedestrian malls. 

From my perspective, the public’s investment in the proper infrastructure is a necessary precursor to 
further private investment, of the type I have already made, in the area’s buildings and businesses.  From 
conversations with potential new investors, I recognize that there is substantial private sector interest in 
seeing the City make this key infrastructure change. 

On a national and regional scale, USDOT could hardly do better than to unlock the potential of a 
revitalized core of downtown Fresno.  The lack of a revitalized “Main Street” deprives the entire Fresno 
region of a key quality of life asset, and that affects current residents as well as those seeking a 
community with a vibrant urban core.  In the heart of a state as dynamic as California, and in the heart of 
a region that leads the world in agricultural production, Fresno’s inability compete for talent with more 
vibrant city centers has broader implications for our nation’s agricultural innovation, economic 
competitiveness, and food security. 

The City of Fresno’s TIGER grant truly has the potential to recast the future of a major U.S. city and the 
entire region that surrounds it.  I urge approval of the City’s application to TIGER for the restoration of 
the street grid on and around the Fulton Mall. 

Sincerely, 

ROBERT ELLIS LEASING & INVESTMENT, INC. 

Robert E. Ellis

REE/ltr/LaHood 5-28-13 





1260 Fulton Mall, Fresno CA 

@2013 Paccom Realty Advisors, Inc. This information has been obtained from sources believed reliable. We have not verified it and make no guarantee, 
warranty or  representation about  it. Any projections, opinions, assumptions or estimates used are for example only and do not represent the current or future 
performance of the property. You and your advisors Should conduct a careful, independent investigation of the property to determine to your satisfaction the 
suitability of the property for your needs. 

AVAILABLE FOR LEASE 

SITE 

SITE 

FEATURES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROPERTY 
SUMMARY: 

• $1.50 per sq. ft. plus utilities and janitorial 
 
• 1st Floor ±  9,618 SF 
• 2nd Floor ±  9,475 SF 
• Basement ±  9,527 SF 
• Mezzanine ±  2,068 SF 
 ±30,688 SF 
 
• 6 onsite reserved parking stalls 
• Next to a city parking garage 

 
• Great two story downtown office building 

ideal for a single user or two full floor 
users.  Building is a Class A building and 
built out space with possible plug n play 
capabilities. 
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Victoria Gonzales 
1391 E. Bullard Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93710 
559-435-2757 

 
May 9, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
As a Downtown property owner and an active participant in the revitalization efforts of our Downtown, 
I am writing in support of the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER grant funds. These funds will be 
used to help restore the street grid to an area of our Downtown, known as the Fulton Mall. 
 
The Fulton Mall is a pedestrian mall that was opened in 1964. It was a “Redevelopment Project” in 
which a major shopping avenue was closed to vehicular traffic in order to create a park like setting. As 
in most cities in the country that created similar malls in their Downtowns, our Fulton Mall has been a 
disappointing failure. 
 
I have participated in the efforts to return vehicular traffic and other modes of transportation to the core 
of our Central Business District for over twenty (20) years. The funds that are provided through this 
TIGER grant will finally help us to move forward in our efforts.  
 
We in the private sector are doing everything we can do to help. Many of us have even elected to tax 
ourselves in the quest to restore the street grid to the mall, allowing for a thriving thoroughfare of 
activity.  However, we still need assistance with this most important project and therefore, we are 
looking to you, the US Department of Transportation. 
 
Fresno is the regional hub of Central California. The benefits that will be felt in our region by these 
funds and this project will far out way the cost of the TIGER grant many times over. That is why I urge 
you to approve the City’s application to TIGER for the restoration of the street grid on and around the 
Fulton Mall. Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Victoria Gonzales 
Board Member 
Property Based Improvement District 







May 20, 2013

Th e Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I hope this letter is one of many you receive in support of the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER 
funds – to be invested in the restoration of the street grid in an 18-square-block area in the heart of 
downtown Fresno.

I’ve been a part of Downtown Fresno since 1976 and I’m enthusiastic about potential to return traffi  c 
to the Fulton Mall and the area fl anking the planned High-Speed Train station.  

Aft er decades of decline in its present confi guration, I look forward to the kind of positive change for 
downtown when the mall is reopened.

USDOT could hardly do better than to unlock the potential of a revitalized core of downtown Fresno.   
In the heart of a state as dynamic as California, and in the heart of a region that leads the world 
in agricultural production, Fresno’s inability compete for talent with more vibrant city centers has 
broader implications for our nation’s agricultural innovation, economic competitiveness, and food 
security.

Th e City of Fresno’s TIGER grant truly has the potential to recast the future of a major U.S. city and 
the entire region that surrounds it.  

I urge approval of the City’s application to TIGER for the restoration of the street grid on and around 
the Fulton Mall.

Sincerely,

John Ostlund

1415 Fulton Street, Fresno, California 93721      559/497/5118      fax 559/497/9760

O N E - P U T T  B R O A D C A S T I N G
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May 20, 2013 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
This letter is to support the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER funds to support the 
restoration of the street grid in an 18-square-block area in the heart of downtown Fresno. 
 
As the proud owner of Roush Invesments, LLC. in the area affected by this project, I am 
enthusiastic about the return of multimodal circulation to Fulton Mall and the area flanking the 
planned High-Speed Train station.  After decades of decline with Fulton in its present 
configuration and condition, I look forward to the kind of positive change for downtown Fresno 
that other cities have overwhelmingly experienced when they reopened their “Main Street” 
pedestrian malls. 
 
From my perspective, the public’s investment in the proper infrastructure is a necessary 
precursor to further private investment, of the type we have already made, in the area’s buildings 
and businesses.  From conversations with potential new investors, I recognize that there is 
substantial private sector interest in seeing the City make this key infrastructure change. 
 
On a national and regional scale, USDOT could hardly do better than to unlock the potential of a 
revitalized core of downtown Fresno.  The lack of a revitalized “Main Street” deprives the entire 
Fresno region of a key quality of life asset, and that affects current residents as well as those 
seeking a community with a vibrant urban core.  In the heart of a state as dynamic as California, 
and in the heart of a region that leads the world in agricultural production, Fresno’s inability 
compete for talent with more vibrant city centers has broader implications for our nation’s 
agricultural innovation, economic competitiveness, and food security. 
 
The City of Fresno’s TIGER grant truly has the potential to recast the future of a major U.S. city 
and the entire region that surrounds it.  I urge approval of the City’s application to TIGER for the 
restoration of the street grid on and around the Fulton Mall. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rick Roush 
Chief Investment Officer 
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Office of Community & Economic Development 
California State University, Fresno ● Student Recreation Center  
5010 North Woodrow Avenue Suite 200 M/S WC142 ● Fresno, California 93740 

P 559.294.6021     F 559.294.6024     www.FresnoState.edu/oced  THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 
  

May 21, 2013 

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

RE: Support for City of Fresno’s TIGER 2013 Application 

Dear Secretary LaHood:  

On behalf of the Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED) at Fresno State, I write in 
strong support of the City of Fresno’s application for TIGER 2013 funds to support improvements in the 
heart of downtown Fresno, California.  

Established in August 2000, OCED is an on-campus division of Fresno State that is dedicated to 
aligning the University’s intellectual capacity and innovation-driven economic development initiatives 
to improve the competitiveness and prosperity of the San Joaquin Valley region. Recognized regionally 
for its ability to link, align and leverage the University and its resources to the needs of the community, 
OCED continues to serve the region through several programs including Smart Valley Places: an 
unprecedented regional effort to promote sustainable development in the San Joaquin Valley through the 
adopted of smart growth principles into local planning documents and building local capacity for 
sustained civic engagement in the planning process. 

As the regional administrator for Smart Valley Places – a FY10 HUD Regional Planning Grant under 
the Federal Partnership for Sustainable Communities – OCED has been working with the region’s urban 
cities, including the City of Fresno, to encourage smart growth development. Through this program, our 
eight county region has been working diligently to embrace the partnership’s six Livability Principles 
and incorporate the tenets of smart growth into planning processes, development projects and decisions 
around how the Valley will develop into the future. Fresno’s work in downtown with the Fulton Mall 
projects not only meets the smart land-use planning goals and objectives of Smart Valley Places, but 
demonstrates Fresno’s commitment to furthering the Livability Principles by prioritizing the creation of 
transportation choices like bus rapid transit in the downtown area, particularly for disadvantaged and 
disabled populations.   

This type of urban core planning and infrastructure is exactly the type of project that Smart Valley 
Places was meant to encourage.  The City of Fresno has been an important partner in this regional 
planning effort, and the Fulton Mall project will no doubt lead the region in making improvements that 
have catalytic impacts in regard to preserving agriculture land, improving air quality, and promoting 
livable communities in general. 



 

I am pleased to support the City of Fresno’s TIGER 2013 application. Should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me directly.  

Sincerely,  

 
Mike Dozier 
Executive Director 
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