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SCOPE 
 
This policy is to clarify the intent of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 13 
regarding sprinkler coverage under roof projections. 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to share an official interpretation from NFPA 
Engineering on the requirements for sprinkler protection for combustible overhangs 
exceeding four feet in depth over landscaping, pedestrian entries, or other non-
storage uses. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 1999, the Fresno Fire Department received a request by a fire sprinkler contractor 
for clarification from NFPA on fire sprinkler coverage under mansards over exterior 
areas of a building without combustible loading underneath.  A response was 
received from NFPA on February 25, 1999.  At that time, the 1996 edition of NFPA 
13 was in effect and the referenced section was Section 4-13.7.   
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Noncombustible construction.  As explained in the 2010 edition of NFPA 13 
narratives to Section 8.15.7.2, “Non-combustible or limited combustible construction 
applies to the entire canopy assembly and not just the exposed surface.” 
 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
Wood-framed overhangs exceeding four feet in depth require fire sprinkler protection 
underneath, regardless of the intended use. 
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EXHIBITS 
 
Included is the 1999 request for interpretation (with accompanying drawing) to NFPA 
Engineering, and the response. 
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