PREVENTION MANUAL

FIRE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEMS

405.19 FIRE SPRINKLER COVERAGE UNDER ROOF
PROJECTIONS

EFFECTIVE: MARCH 1999

SCOPE

This policy is to clarify the intent of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 13
regarding sprinkler coverage under roof projections.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to share an official interpretation from NFPA
Engineering on the requirements for sprinkler protection for combustible overhangs
exceeding four feet in depth over landscaping, pedestrian entries, or other non-
storage uses.

BACKGROUND

In 1999, the Fresno Fire Department received a request by a fire sprinkler contractor
for clarification from NFPA on fire sprinkler coverage under mansards over exterior
areas of a building without combustible loading underneath. A response was
received from NFPA on February 25, 1999. At that time, the 1996 edition of NFPA
13 was in effect and the referenced section was Section 4-13.7.

DEFINITIONS

Noncombustible construction. As explained in the 2010 edition of NFPA 13
narratives to Section 8.15.7.2, “Non-combustible or limited combustible construction
applies to the entire canopy assembly and not just the exposed surface.”

REQUIREMENTS

Wood-framed overhangs exceeding four feet in depth require fire sprinkler protection
underneath, regardless of the intended use.

Revised 09/04/13 Section 405.19
Page 1 of 5



EXHIBITS

Included is the 1999 request for interpretation (with accompanying drawing) to NFPA
Engineering, and the response.
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DATE:  Februgry 4, 1999 .

TG NFPAENGINEERING o C e -
FROM:  BYRON H-BEAGLES, Seriior Firg Prewention inspector %ﬁ;’/ ' - .
: NFPA MEMEEHSHHUM_I}ERHDMEMQE i/. )

SUBJECT: WFPA#13, 1596 EGITION, SECTION 4-13.7 ’

A docal sprinkler designer is questianing my interpratation of the above referenced sectian.
Please see tha sitached drawing for the exterior roof aras (mansard) in Guestion. Sprirdders
are proposed within the combustible concealed space, but none undemeath the & faot
overhang. “This overhang projects over landscaping areas only with no storage =paca
avaitabla, and well away from parking areas. .

As long as the combustible concealed space is pratected, jg it the intent of this section ta
. require fire sprinklars undsr plaster stuccoad pivjection ovar landstaped or cther unuseahle
- Spaces? If so, what is the raticnale for the requirement? ’

Thank you for your prompt mnsiderat_fun of this matter,

Trw
° EiSW3-HFPA{AEHE
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NFPA'
MNational Fira Protectlon Association
Frgineering

1 Gageraearen Pak. Qaiecy, Yassaohirets: (33650701 LR
Felvphone [9I7) FROT000 Frox [GIFI G54 TIT0 Blectrival Deps. Pas (177 7 4fdeil =)

February 23, 1999 .
| asg #413-1013-99

Byron LL Deaglea '
Fresno Drreau of Fire Frevantion
zndd Fire Invesilgakive Services
A50 Wl Street

Freyno, CA 937212063

Dear Mr, Deagles:

Tais letter respongls o powr comespondence of Tebmaavy 4, 199% In which vou
requested nformalion on NFPA 13, Standded fie the Teefdlation of Sorinkler
Sysfems. [ have used the 1990 editon of NFTA 13 in preparing thig responee.

‘Par section 4137, sprinklers would be regitired undez Lhe exterinr roof
degeribed In wout letter if lhe exderior roof io of combuslible comsmucdon. ™o
exarpdnm is peovided, i the coneenled space within e exteror corrbus tble -
roal is peawebed with sprinklers. IF yon wish o revise this requirement, |
please zubmit a proposal to do so. Prapsal forms are located in the back of
MNFEA codes and azandards, ’

Flease note thal Lhis response does ot represent a formal interpretation as
nuted bolow.

Einﬁerel}',

ilnsh Fudhewsky, 19K -

Senior Tire Proleclion l':r}:zﬁ’nﬁ)
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