
GENERAL PLAN 101 
What is a General Plan, why do we have one, 

and what does it do? 

Dan Zack, Assistant Director 
Planning and Development Department 



PART 1 
State Requirements 



PART 1 
State Requirements 

Comprehensive, Internally Consistent, 
and Long Range 

Required Elements 

Land Use, Open Space, 
Conservation, Housing, 
Circulation, Noise, and 

Safety 

Creation, Amending, and Updating 



PART 2 
The History of the Fresno General Plan 



1917 



1958 



1964 



1974 



1984 



2002 



PART 3 
The Process to Create the 2014 GP 



SUMMER, 2010 
Existing conditions 
studies and public 

participation  
process begins 



JANUARY, 2012 
LAND USE 

CONCEPTUAL 
ALTERNATIVES 
ARE UNVEILED 



APRIL, 2012 
ALTERNATIVE “A” 

IS SELECTED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL 



AUGUST, 2012 
GP MEIR WITH 

PLANNED 
LAND USE MAP  
BASED ON ALT A 

IS INITIATED BY 
COUNCIL  



DECEMBER, 2014 
GENERAL 

PLAN 
ADOPTED 

• 4+ year process 
• 160+ stakeholder interviews 
• 20 public workshops 
• 100+ presentations to community groups 
• 20+ meetings of a Citizens Advisory Committee 



PART 4 
About the 2014 General Plan 











































Goal: 
10,000 

Homes 



Goal: 
10,000 

Homes 

















6,300 

3,700 

Goal: 
10,000 

Homes 



























PART 5 
Relationship to Other Plans 







Development Code/Zoning Map 

GENERAL PLAN 

Specific/Community Plans 



PART 6 
Navigating the Document 



PART 6 
Navigating the Document 

Chapters 

Narrative/Objectives/Policies 

Planned Land Use Map 

Housing Element 



 

www.fresno.gov/gp  
 

http://www.fresno.gov/gp


 Thank You! 
 

Dan Zack, Assistant Director 
Planning and Development Department  

 
daniel.zack@fresno.gov 
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