


Welcome and Introductions 

Drew Wilson, City of Fresno (10 minutes) 

What are Brownfields and How Can They Be a Positive Force?  

Ignacio Dayrit, Center for Creative Land Recycling + PhotoVoice Students (15 minutes) 

All Eyes on Elm 

PhotoVoice Students + John Gibbs and Peter Winch, WRT (30 minutes) 

Stretching Break (10 minutes) 

Activities for Small Groups (45 minutes) 

Report Back (25 minutes) 

Thank You! and Next Steps (5 minutes) 

Picnic  



• INSERT key points 
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Brownfields are:  
Real property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated by the presence or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant 
 



 

•Blighting influences 

•Health 

•Lost revenues 

•Public safety/crime 

 

 

•Private investment 

•Public health 

•Land use conflicts 

•Public services – fire, public works 

•Opportunity cost 

•Sprawl 

•Air quality 

•Water quality 

 

 



• It is the perception of contamination that keeps 
properties from being redeveloped, not the actual 
presence of contamination.  

• Stigma limits use or expansion potential 



• Once the “stigma” is gone, properties can be 
returned to productive use. 

• Need for liability protections and funding 
• Can start the revitalization process 
• Local government plays a leading role, with 

community participation 



•Site cleanup 

•Infill 

•Reduced risk to public 

•Water quality impacts / less 

runoff 

•Employment and investment 

 

•Reuse of infrastructure / Lower 

investment in infrastructure 

•Air quality improvements 

•Energy and greenhouse gas reduction 

•Neighborhood revitalization and 

property value increase 

•Direct generation of local tax revenue 

•Leveraging investment  

•Leveraging employment  



Land Recycling or Reuse: 
• The reuse of abandoned, vacant, or underused 

properties for redevelopment 
• Using federal, state and local tools to revitalize, not to 

regulate, blighted areas 
• This is the key idea behind the Brownfields Area-Wide 

Planning Program 
 





• Due diligence 

• Environmental Site Assessments 

• All Appropriate Inquiry 

• Community plans 

o General & specific 

• Community participation & support 

o Identifying brownfields sites (city/area-wide) 

• Redevelopment resources 

o Funding, financing & leveraging 



• Residents 

• Property owners 

• Businesses 

• Students 

• Local and state government 

• Nonprofit and for profit developers 

• Lenders  



Areawide Planning 
• Huntington Park 
• National City 
• Trust for Public Land, LA 

Assessment / Cleanup 
• ABAG - Oakland & Richmond 
• San Francisco 
• San Pablo 
• Sonoma County 
• Monterey County 





• INSERT Photovoice slides 













Brownfields Inventory 
• Is the site a current or former commercial or 

industrial site? 

• Does the site look abandoned? 

• Does the site look potentially contaminated? 

• 12 sites, approximately 30 acres 

Setting Priorities 
• 3 Catalyst Sites chosen for their potential to serve 

neighborhood revitalization goals 

• Informed by stakeholders, earlier West Fresno 

Brownfields Action Plan 



Site 1: St. Rest Property Site 2: St. Church/Elm Site 3: St. North/Elm 





• Water and sewer 
are part of master-
planned, citywide 
systems 

• Designed to meet 
expected demand 
of current and 
future 
development 

Water System Sewer System 



• Storm drain  
improvement 
opportunities are 
present along Elm 

• Basins and canals 
provide 
opportunities for 
dual recreational use Stormwater 

System 









Residential 

Office 

• Fresno has seen a strong increase in 
housing demand and relatively little 
construction, driving up rents and home 
values 

• Projections indicate a need for 90,000 new 
units by 2050, some of which could be 
captured in SW Fresno  

•

•

•

Iron Bird Lofts (2010) 

Da Vita Medical Office (2017) 



Retail 

•

•

1 Medium-Sized General 
Merchandise Store 

2-3 Local Apparel Stores 

1 Small Pharmacy 1 to 2 Small Restaurants 



Landowners can “leverage” their 
assets to stimulate development of 
housing and other uses.  

Non-profits and other community 
development organizations can 
provide expertise and capital. 

These organizations can also 
access grants, tax credits and 
other funding to help make 
community visions a reality.  

The Juanita Tate Marketplace in South Los Angeles, which 
includes a grocery store, pharmacy and local bank, was 
developed by a partnership including a community group, 
private developer and the City of Los Angeles.  





Downtown Neighborhoods Community 
Plan (2016) 

Southwest Fresno Specific Plan (2017) 



41 + North Complete Streets Plan (2016) Fresno Active Transportation Plan (2017) 
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•



Existing Conditions Report Draft Plan 

Final Plan  Site Reuse and Corridor 
Vision Workshop  

coming soon! February 2018 April 2018 June 2018 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 




