
 

 Fresno Central Southeast Area Specific Plan 

Workshop #1 Summary 
 

June 20, 2018, 6:00pm – 8:30pm 

Sal Mosqueda Community Center 

4670 E Butler Ave, Fresno, CA 93702 
 

Overview 

On Wednesday, June 20, 2018, the City of Fresno 

hosted a workshop to engage with community 

members about their vision for the future of CSE 

Fresno. The workshop was held at the Sal 

Mosqueda Community Center and took place from 

6:00-8:30pm. The event was attended by 

approximately 45 community members and 

interested stakeholders. During the registration 

period, participants were asked to review 2 

informational posters and provide input on 4 

interactive stations. 

The workshop began with a brief introduction by 

Brenda Rapada and Daniel Cisneros from 

Councilmember Luis Chavez’s office, and by City 

staff including Sophia Pagoulatos and Drew Wilson. 

Following this, Matt Raimi from Raimi + Associates provided a brief overview of the Specific Plan 

project, Plan Area, process, and a summary of the previous outreach conducted. David 

Sargent, project consultant with Sargent Town Planning, followed with a presentation 

highlighting areas for change in CSE Fresno and ideas for the types of change that could occur. 

The project team then provided instructions for the two workshop activities, as well as the 

importance of community participation and collaboration in the process. Spanish and Hmong 

translators from the City were present to provide real-time interpretation of the presentation 

and to facilitate the table activities.   

The following pages summarize the results of the workshop. 
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Summary of Results 

The workshop included 2 informational posters and 4 interactive stations for participants to 

provide input at their leisure as they entered the workshop, and 2 small group table activities 

during the workshop.   

Welcome Stations: 

Existing Land Use 

This informational station provided a large-format map of existing land uses in the Plan Area. 

 

General Plan Land Use Designations 

This informational station provided a large-format map of General Plan land use designations 

in the Plan Area with a brief description of each designation. 

 

STATION #1: About You 

This station provided a large-format poster board to gather demographic information about 

participants such as relationship to the Plan Area, age, and race/ethnicity.  

 

There were 24 total participant responses at this station. The results show that the majority of 

participants: 

 Live in CSE Fresno 

 Have lived in the area for more than 10 years 

 Are Hispanic/Latino 

 Are over 45 years old 

 

62% 

21% 

13% 

4% 

Do you live or work in CSE Fresno? 

Live

Work

Both

Neither
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

< 1 year

1-3 years

4-5 years

6-10 years

10-20 years

>20 years

I don't live in the neighborhood

How long have you lived in CSE FResno? 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

White/Caucasian

Latino/Hispanic

African American/Black

Middle Eastern

American Indian/Alaska Native

Asian/Pacific Islander

Multi-racial

Other

Race/Ethnicity 
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STATION #2: Strengths 

This station allowed participants to articulate the attributes they love most about Central 

Southeast Fresno. 

Participants noted the following strengths or community assets: 

 The Fair 

 Great institutions 

 Bus lines (22 and Q) 

 Diverse population 

 United community 

 Close to fire department, hospital, police, and schools 

 Neighbors are always willing to help 

 Hard working people 

 Many opportunities to improve the community 

 Playgrounds 

 

The strengths cited the most by community members were the diverse population, the Fair, 

and bus lines. 

STATION #3: Key Issues 

The project team identified a number of issues for the Plan Area based on previous outreach 

efforts and printed them on a large-format poster. Using a dot-voting exercise, participants 

were able to identify their top 5 priority issues. 

4% 

29% 

50% 

17% 

How old are you? 

18-24

25-44

45-64

>65
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Participants that selected the “Other” category added the following issues: 

 Lack of senior centers, services, and healthcare 

 Infrastructure issues 

 Lack of movie theaters 

 Lack of movie theaters, pet supply stores, vets 

 Police department sub station 

 Lack of quality housing 

 No youth center/cultural center 

 

  

0% 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14% 16% 18%

Industrial uses near residential areas

Traffic congestion

Unsafe walking environment

Lack of stores and restaurants

Public transit service

Lack of safe bicycle facilities

Lack of housing choices

Lack of access to jobs paying a living wage

Air pollution

Quality of education

Other? (Please specify)

Crime and drugs

Too many liquor stores and fast food restaurants

Income/wealth disparity with other neighborhoods

Trash, litter, and other maintenance or code enforcement
issues

Lack of parks, community centers and open space

Cost of housing

Priority Issues 
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STATION #4: Guiding Principles 

The project team drafted a set of guiding principles for the project based on previous outreach 

efforts and printed them on a large-format poster. Participants were asked to provide their 

comments, additions, or revisions on an adjacent flipchart. 

Participants provided the following comments on the Guiding Principles: 

 Improve police treatment for CSE residents and response times 

 Need more activities for people of all ages 

 Address homelessness 

 Beautification - more greening. Address old and dying trees. 

 Address trash and illegal dumping 

 Façade/home improvements - beautification and upkeep of neighborhoods 

 

Small Group Table Activities 

Activity 1 - Activities, Amenities, and Opportunities  

Each table was asked to discuss and answer a set of questions focusing on the overall 

question: What assets and opportunities already exist in Central Southeast (CSE) Fresno, and 

what could be added in the future to make it an even better place to live, work, and play? Each 

participant received a worksheet on which to write down their answers to each of 8 detailed 

questions.  

 

Below is a summary of responses to each of the 8 questions on the Activity 1 participant 

worksheet. 

1. Amenities: What are some of the positive amenities (e.g. businesses, organizations, 

community spaces, local skills) that already exist in CSE Fresno? 

 Mosqueda Center 

 Fairgrounds 

 Food markets 

 Boys and Girls Club 

 Big box (Walmart, Walgreens, Winco, FoodCo) 

 Schools 

 Diverse community 

 Historical landmarks 

 Flea market 

 McKenzie trail 

 Fire station 

 Police Department 

 Clinics 



 CENTRAL SOUTHEAST FRESNO AREA SPECIFIC PLAN  |  6 

 

 Parks 

 Bus Rapid Transit 

 Retail Stores 

 Neighborhood 

 Asian Village 

 Hmong Cultural Center 

 Safe, lighted trails 

 Gym 

 Good restaurants 

 Coffee shops 

 Neighbors 

 NextDoor 

 Beautification 

 Saturday Sports/Every Neighborhood Partnership 

 Fresno Pacific University 

 Center for Community Transformation/Churches 

 Athletic Fields (including schools and universities) 

 

The amenities that were cited the most by participants included the Mosqueda Center, food 

markets, parks, schools, the Fairgrounds, and big box stores (Walmart, Winco, etc.) 

2. Activities: What sorts of activities would you like to be able to do (do more of, or access more 

conveniently) in your neighborhood, or a short bike ride/walk from home?  What would need 

to change to allow you do to that? 

 Walking 

 Bike riding/bike lanes 

 Cinemas 

 Water park 

 Trails/hiking 

 Youth activities/programming (including homeless) 

 Safe Community gathering spaces 

 Skate park 

 Pet stores 

 Coffee shops 

 Swapmeet 

 Farmer's Market 

 Places to do sports/Gyms/Exercise parks 

 Libraries 

 Small shopping mall 

 Community health clinics 
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 Parks 

 Festivals/entertainment/outdoor events 

 Tamale/Salsa contest 

 Food truck events 

 Hoajian Market -> Back to Supermarket 

 Organized sports 

 Outdoor adventure trips 

 Geekwise Saturday campus? 

 Supermarket 

 Businesses 

 

The uses, activities, or improvements that came up the most were walking, bike riding/bike 

lanes, cinemas, safe community gathering spaces, youth activities/programming, 

festivals/entertainment/outside events, small shopping center, and water park. 

3. Parks & Community Open Spaces: What sorts of facilities would you like the parks & 

community open spaces in your neighborhood to provide? 

 Restrooms 

 Open space 

 Water fountains 

 Summer/After school programs 

 Exercise equipment 

 More parks 

 Sports fields/courts 

 Lockers for sports teams 

 Better park maintenance 

 Safety improvements (security guards/rangers) 

 Trails/places to walk 

 Shade structures 

 Water park 

 Entertainment for kids 

 Swimming Pool 

 Schools that open on weekends and summer (public places) 

 Places to ride bike 

 Classes for adults and kids 

 Playgrounds 

 Senior Center 

 Community gathering places 

 Youth Centers 
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 LGBT Center* 

 Pocket parks 

 

The types of parks or community open space improvements that came up the most were 

restrooms, exercise equipment, safety improvements (e.g. park security guards, rangers), water 

fountains, open space, shade structures, better park maintenance, additional parks, and 

summer/afterschool/youth programs. 

4. Housing: What types of housing are most needed in CSE Fresno?” Who needs housing?” (e.g. 

young families, seniors, multi-generational households). 

 Multigenerational housing 

 Housing rehab programs 

 Youth housing 

 Housing assistance for homeless 

 Family housing 

 Mixed-use 

 Affordable housing 

 Senior housing 

 Student housing 

 ADUs (alley conversions for small homes, garage units)* 

 Small homes for partners 

 Single units for adults 

 Drop-in centers for homeless youth 

 Not like new condos in downtown 

 All housing types 

 

The types of housing cited most by participants included affordable housing, housing for 

homeless individuals, multigenerational housing, senior housing, family housing, and accessory 

dwelling units (e.g. garage units, alley conversions). 

5. Streets & Circulation: What types of street improvements should be prioritized in CSE 

Fresno to improve safety, ease-of travel, and the overall “look and feel” of the City? 

 Lighting 

 More frequent transit service 

 Street and alley maintenance 

 Police patrolling 

 Maple Ave improvements 

 Street trees/shade structures 

 Stormwater improvements 
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 Safe streets/crosswalks 

 Safe routes to schools 

 Late night transit service 

 Bus stop improvements (shade, etc.) 

 More sidewalks 

 Murals 

 Trails 

 Better transportation 

 Complete streets   

 Bike lanes 

 Infrastructure improvements 

 Community union 

 Beautification 

 Green areas 

 Traffic enforcement 

 Beautification on Kings Canyon 

 Signage 

 

The circulation improvements that came up the most were lighting, street and alley 

maintenance, complete streets, street trees/shade structures, safe streets/crosswalks, and safe 

routes to schools. 

6. Jobs: What are the types of jobs that would be well suited to CSE Fresno? 

 Entry level jobs 

 Community kitchens and commercial food jobs 

 Small business assistance 

 Technical workshops 

 Spaces for online business 

 Healthy mobile vending 

 Clean, healthy stores 

 Non-professional jobs 

 Small businesses (e.g., seamstress, bakery, dry cleaning) 

 Construction 

 Retail 

 Health & Health Care 

 Education 

 Community based organizations 

 Workforce development 

 Incentives for businesses to come 
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 All types 

 Trade school satellites 

 

The types of jobs, industries, or economic development programs cited most by participants 

included clean/healthy stores, retail jobs, small business assistance programs, community 

kitchens/commercial food jobs, and healthcare jobs.  

7. Priorities: If this Plan could address/help solve just a few challenges/issues/needs of CSE 

Fresno, what would you prioritize? 

 Safe neighborhoods 

 Quality education 

 More/better parks  

 More activities/programs 

 Affordable housing 

 Do something with vacant hospital 

 Small business assistance 

 Cultural or youth center 

 Maintenance (trash cleanup, etc.) 

 Employment opportunities 

 Transportation improvements 

 Liquor store 

 La Tienda Ventura 

 Green spaces 

 Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 

 Lighting 

 Bus shelters 

 Do something with Old Juvenile Hall 

 Cinema 

 Hospital/healthcare access 

 Build new/modern housing 

 

Priorities that came up the most were safe neighborhoods, cultural/youth centers, small 

business assistance, more/better parks, and quality education. 

Other ideas: 

Other ideas provided by workshop participants included: 

 Animal services (stray dogs) 

 Move recycling centers away from residences 
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 Small business assistance (Swapmeet, local business incentives, entrepreneurship 

programs) 

 Veterinarian 

 Education 

 Maintain parks 

 Remove fairgrounds 

 Improve safety 

 Work together 

 Change perception of CSE Fresno 

 Condos for young singles 

 Draw people in, enhance quality of people 

 Community activities 

 Senior Input/senior services 

 Bike rental/share 

 Less vandalism 

 Place to learn about robotics and web apps 

 Replace juvenile hall (ex. trade center, safe place for kids) 

 Green space at schools 

 Flexible use of parking lots 

 Mosqueda Center Walking Area (in front) 

 

Activity 2 – Envisioning Change Mapping Activity 

Each table was given a large-format map of the Plan Area and a set of pre-printed stickers 

showing various change types (see list below). Participants were asked to place stickers on the 

map, focusing on the question: What types of change(s) do you think could be beneficial to CSE 

Fresno to support the types of activities you prioritized in the first exercise; specifically, where might 

you focus/prioritize the following types of changes? 

 Existing assets & amenities 

 Small neighborhood center 

 Mixed-use district 

 New/improved parks and community open space 

 House-scale neighborhood infill 

 Multi-family infill 

 Employment district 

 Street improvements 

 Create your own 

 

The following is a summary of ideas provided by participants by change area or type. An * 

marks those change types or ideas that came up at more than 1 table/group.  

Change Areas 
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Kings Canyon  

 Food trucks 

 Produce market 

 Multi-family infill housing* 

 Small neighborhood center* 

 Mixed-use district 

 Park or community open space* 

 House-scale infill                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Employment center* 

 

Fairgrounds 

 Flea market (bigger, more offerings) 

 Farmers market 

 Small neighborhood center (Fairgrounds south of Butler or at intersection of 

Cedar/Butler)* 

 Employment center (S. side of Butler)* 

 Dog park                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

IRS Facility 

 Employment center* 

 Small neighborhood center 

 Movie theater* 

 Go-carts 

 School 

 Shopping mall 

 Hmong Community Center 

 

Vacant Hospital (Cedar & Kings Canyon) 

 Park or community open space* 

 Small neighborhood center* 

 House-scale infill 

 Holistic care facility 

 Movie theater 

 Senior housing 

 Multi-family housing 

Vacant/Underutilized Parcels at Maple & Butler (adjacent to Mosqueda Center) 
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 Small neighborhood center/market 

 Multi-family housing 

 House-scale infill 

 Movie theater 

 Park or community open space*                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Industrial and Vacant Parcels South of California Ave (between Cedar and Maple Ave) 

 School 

 Park or community open space* 

 Animal shelter 

 House-scale infill 

 Employment center (e.g. breweries, light industrial)* 

 Multi-family housing* 

 Small neighborhood center 

 

Industrial and Vacant Parcels South of California Ave (Between Maple and Peach Ave) 

 Clinic 

 Housing for homeless persons 

 House-scale infill* 

 Multi-family housing 

 Library (at Florence and Chestnut) 

 Park/dog park 

 Movie theater 

 Trails (along California, connecting to existing and new parks)* 

 Employment center (around California and Chestnut)* 

 

Along Orange Ave 

 Small neighborhood center (at Butler and Orange)* 

 Employment center 

 House-scale infill 

 

New Parks or Community Open Spaces (consolidated from the information above) 

Participants noted the following as potential locations for new parks: 

 The vacant/underutilized parcels opposite Calwa Park (north side of Florence Ave)* 

 The vacant/underutilized parcels around Mosqueda Center* 

 The surface parking lot across from the Fairgrounds at Chestnut and Lane 
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 Vacant parcels at Butler and Winery 

 The vacant hospital (at Cedar and Kings Canyon) 

 Along Kings Canyon near Walmart* 

 At Chestnut and Butler (near Vallarta shopping center) 

 The vacant/underutilized parcels near Cedar and Butler 

 The vacant/underutilized parcels north of Florence Ave between Maple and Chestnut 

 

Street Improvements 

The majority of participants wanted to see street improvements along Maple Ave, Orange Ave, 

Butler Ave, Chestnut Ave, and Winery Ave. In addition, many community members were 

interested in adding a trail along California Ave. 

 












































































