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May 23rd, 2016 MONDAY 

CONFERENCE ROOM A 
2"d Floor, City Hall 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL- 6:00 p.m. 

II. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES 

6:00p.m. 

2600 FRESNO STREET 



Historic Preservation Commission, May 23rd, 2016 

A. Approve Minutes for March 28th, 2016. 

Ill. APPROVE AGENDA 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

V. CONTINUED MATTERS 
None 

VI. COMMISSION ITEMS 

A. Consider Request to Staff to Prepare an Initial Application for an Armenian 
Town Historic District Pursuant to FMC 12-1610 (a). 

Staff Recommendation: Discuss proposed boundaries and request Initial 
Application be submitted at the June 2ih HPC meeting. 

B. Consideration of Approval of Request by the Property Owner to Recommend to 
the City Council the Designation of the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 
Located at 1284 N. Wilson Avenue to Fresno's Local Register of Historic 
Resources and Adoption of Findings Necessary to Support Recommendation 
Pursuant to FMC 12-1609 (ACTION ITEM). 

Staff Recommendation: Recommend designation and forward to the City 
Council. 

C. Special Presentation, "Treasures from the Vault: Artifacts from Fresno's Historic 
Chinatown." Ruth Lang, Director, Fresno Historical Society. 

VII. CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT 

VIII. UNSCHEDULEDITEMS 
A. Members of the Commission 

B. Staff 
1. Report on Ongoing Violations of Minimum Maintenance Standards for 

the Thompson Home (HP#035) Located at 274 N. Glenn Avenue 
Pursuant to FMC 12-1626. 

2. Report on Fresno's Historic Preservation Week Activities, May 1-May 7, 
2016. 

C. General Public 

IX. NEXT MEETING: June 27, 2016, 6 PM Conference Room A, City Hall. 
(Election of Chair and Vice Chair) 

X. ADJOURNMENT 



City of 

FRESNO 
Planning and Development Department 

2600 Fresno Street, Third Floor 

Historic Preservation 
Commission Minutes 

March 28, 2016 MONDAY 6:00p.m. 

CONFERENCE ROOM A 
2"d Floor, City Hall 

2600 FRESNO STREET 

I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL- 6:00 p.m. 
Chair Patrick Boyd called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. 

Commissioners Present: Patrick Boyd, Jason Hatwig, Robin Goldbeck, C. Kristina Roper, 
Paul Halajian and Don Simmons. 

Staff Present: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, Casey Lauderdale, Talia Kolluri-Barbick and Seth 
Mehrten. 

Seth Mehrten is the new attorney assigned to Historic Preservation. He introduced himself to 
the Commission. 

Karana Hatersley-Drayton remarked on the new microphone and recording system that has 
been installed. Talia Kolluri-Barbick cautioned that the microphones should not be turned 
off as this is a public meeting and everything is on the record. 

II. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES 

A. Approve Minutes for January 25th and February 22"d, 2016. 

The minutes for January 2Sh were approved as presented 6-0 on a motion by Jason Hatwig 
with a second by Kristina Roper. 

The minutes of February 2:!'d were approved on a vote of 6-0 on a motion by Robin 
Goldbeck and a second by Kristina Roper. 

Karana noted that in the prior discussion regarding the Merci Boxcar there was a 
misunderstanding regarding the benefit of listing the structure on the Local Register. Because it 
is not a building, the California Historical Building Code does not apply but there are benefits 
under the zoning ordinance. Additionally, historic resources become "our'' responsibility and 
there is more leverage in supporting projects and in protecting the resource. Karana also noted 
that the January meeting included some useful information about vacant buildings and 
recommended that the Commissioners take note of this. 
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Ill. APPROVE AGENDA 

The agenda was approved on a vote of 6-0 with a motion by Don Simmons Ph.D. and a 
second by Jason Hatwig. Page 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

V. CONTINUED MATTERS 
None 

VI. COMMISSION ITEMS 

A. Workshop: "Archaeology for Fun and Profit (and Preservation)." C. Kristina 
Roper, M.A. 

Staff Recommendation: No action is required for this training. 

Karana introduced Kristina Roper and noted that with High Speed Rail, we are beginning to 
have more archaeological projects in the city. She reviewed the sections of the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance and the General Plan which address archaeology and/or cultural 
resources. She noted that Commissioners are required to have training each year as part of the 
City's CLG status and that Kristina's presentation will apply to that requirement. 

Kristina Roper stated that her presentation would focus on what archaeologists actually do. 
Through a Power Point presentation she offered definitions, noting that archaeology is a subfield 
of anthropology and is the study of humans through the physical remains of the past. 
Archaeologists are not like they are often portrayed in the movies (e.g. Indiana Jones) but spend 
a lot of their time in the lab quantifying data. She noted the differences between historic and 
prehistoric archaeology and discussed the various subfields of historic archaeology. Cultural 
Resource Management (CRM) is focused on the protection of resources. 

Karana Hattersley-Drayton: How is archaeology a tool for us, how might it come up? 

Roper: She reminded fellow Commissioners of the consultant who did the historic survey of the 
South Van Ness area. How could a survey like this locate and consider the information that 
might be found in the buried privies. She notes that even in urban areas there can be sub
surface deposits, including graves [as were found in Manhattan]. 

Drayton: One of the problems with the HSR archaeological work is that they lack context for 
what they are finding. 

Roper: An excellent example of a good interpretive report is one prepared by Sonoma State's 
Anthropological Studies Center on research in West Oakland following the 1989 collapse of the 
Cypress Freeway. The report is called "Digging West Oakland. [Ed. Note: Another study from 
this project was called "Sights and Sounds ... " to which Karana contributed an essay.] 

Sandra Brock [Planner Ill]: Notes that she attended a training recently on AB 52 and wonders 
what role the HPC would play, if any, under this new state law regarding consultation with tribes. 

2 
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Simmons: Asked how is archaeology being handled in the Fulton Street project. How current is 
the study and can we be assured that nothing will be destroyed. 

Drayton: An archaeological report was prepared as part of the environmental review. An Page 
archaeologist is monitoring the work. Furthermore, the street was dug to a considerable depth 3 
when the Mall was first constructed; building basements often extend out under the street. 

Roper: The genesis of AB 52 was from issues in Madera County. This law is still a work-in
progress. 

Hatwig: Notes he has seen cultural mitigation measures in an EIR be a double-edged sword, 
used for good but also to manipulate an end. 

Roper: Stresses the importance of consultation BEFORE a project begins. 

Hatwig: On some of his projects engineers have been trained by archaeologists to know what to 
look for and what to do if something is discovered. [Ed. Note: This is a standard CEQA 
mitigation measure. Drayton notes that City staff spent time talking about archaeological 
protocols with the contractors for the Zoo expansion project.] 

Roper: Mentions her experience with contractor training. 

B. Discussion of "Draft Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) Policy 
Statement on Historic Preservation and Community Revitalization." 

Staff Recommendation: Discuss and provide comments as appropriate. 

Karana states that there has been vety little subsurface work in Fresno. Because of HSR there 
is significant new work. But a remark was made about the lack of consistency between 
jurisdictions. This issue is raised in the document, "Draft Advisoty Council on Historic 
Preservation .... " that she thought we should review. 

She gives a brief overview of the draft document and quotes some alarming facts including the 
number of abandoned properties in 2008, many of which are historic. We here in Fresno 
understand this problem. The document uses some new terms. She discusses the principles 
that they include and how they do or don't relate to tax breaks and the potential for new surveys. 
The Advisoty Council is seeking input on this document and wonders if the Commission has any 
thoughts. She was personally underwhelmed ... seemed like no new tools were suggested. 

Simmons: Notes the inconsistencies between cabinet departments. Those that fund community 
revitalization make no mention of historic preservation. Only when the State makes those 
connections and pushes for it, will it happen. 

Drayton: As a reminder the SHPO is basically concerned with federal protocols and thus with 
eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places. But as someone who has done Section 106 
compliance I am surprised at the inconsistencies among the various federal agencies. 
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Sandra Brock: Observes that it is annoying dealing with NEPA due to lack of consistency 
whereas with CEQA you have the same checklist each time. She notes that the Community 
Reinvestment Act, which requires banks to reinvest in the communities they serve, has made 
banks run away from low-income communities because they don't want to have to Joan to 
neighborhoods with low credit scores. She recommends that the Commission look to fill the one Page 
vacancy with someone with an interest in history but with a background in finance and real 4 
estate. 

VII. CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT 

Chair Boyd reminds folks to turn in their form 700. He also notes that he and Karana 
Hatters/ey-Drayton are working to get clarity on a new Conflict of Interest clause which 
apparently prohibits those who serve on City commissions from working on other City projects. 
This clause was recently added to the City's standard contract. 

VIII. UNSCHEDULED ITEMS 
A. Members of the Commission 

B. Staff 
1 . Update on Council Action on the Parkside Dairy/Golden State Company 

(Central Valley Cheese Buildings) located at 450 E. Belmont Avenue for 
the Local Register of Historic Resources. 

Karana Hattersley-Drayton reported that the Council voted 4-3 to not place the buildings located 
at the former Parkside Dairy on Fresno's Local Register of Historic Resources. Because the 
former EIR for the Tower District Specific Plan included a specific mitigation measure which 
required their preservation, the property owner will need to do a new Environmental Assessment 
to see how to move forward. This will likely take about six months. 

2. Fresno Historic Preservation Week Activities, May 1-May 7, 2016. 

Karana reported that we are currently working on the flyer. Several events are planned and 
the Mayor's proclamation will occur at a Council meeting in late April. 

Jason Hatwig: There won't be any beer versus wine battles this year. 

Simmons: It will be jazz versus blues. 

Halajian: Going back to Producers: does this mean that the owner can demolish the 
buildings? 

Hattersley-Drayton: Not readily, due to the EIR mitigation measure. 

Talis Kolluri-Barbick: The process will be to remove the standing mitigation measure. 

Halajian: Does the mitigation measure require action on someone's part? 

TK: Right now the measure is to preserve the building or fa9ade. These mitigation measures 
have not yet been changed. The Council action did not change them but the Council said the 
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buildings are not historic. The mitigation measures were not discussed. 

Patrick Boyd: Is that what the consultant is hired for, to determine the feasibility of demolition? 

TK: The mitigation measure currently prohibits demolition. Page 

5 
Halajian: If someone wanted to replace their 50 year+ windows, they would have to come to this 
body, right? 

Drayton: No, the Commission only has jurisdiction over designated historic properties. 

Halajian: So in other words the property has to be designated to come to this body, rather than 
just being 50 years of age. 

Drayton: The exception is properties that appear to be eligible for listing are brought before the 
Historic Preservation Commission for consideration whether as a new request for designation or 
on rare occasions as part of a demolition review (as authorized by the General Plan). But the 
HPC has no authority until and unless a property is actually designated. 

Hatwig: Is the applicant for Producers Dairy paying for the study? 

Drayton: Yes, the owner had input on the selection of the consultant. 

C. General Public 

There are no comments or queries from the public. 

IX. NEXT MEETING: April 25th, 2016 6 PM Conference Room A, City Hall. 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Boyd at 7:46 PM. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. 
Secretary 

Casey Lauderdale, Planner II 
Recording Secretary 
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HPC MEETING: 05/23/16 

May 23,2016 ~ APPROVED BY 

FROM: 

BY: 

DANIEL ZACK, AICP, ASSISTANT DIRECTdf:P DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR 

Development and Resource Management Dept. 

KARANA HATTERSLEY-DRAYTON, M A V ~ 
Historic Preservation Project Manager . . V 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER REQUEST TO STAFF TO PREPARE AN INITIAL APPLICATION 
FOR AN ARMENIAN TOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT PURSUANT TO FMC 12-
161 O(a). 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission formally request that the staff prepare an Initial 
Application for an Armenian Town Historic District for submittal at the June 27, 2016 
meeting. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

By the First World War 10,000 Armenians had settled in Fresno, refugees from the 
genocide that occurred in Turkey and Armenia. A 60-block "Armenian Town" developed 
here between the two World Wars, due in part to the restrictive covenants that precluded 
settlement in other parts of the city. Although State Route 41 cut a swath through the heart 
of this community, numerous buildings, including the five houses restored by the RDA for 
the Armenian Town Project, the Valley Lahvosh Bakery, the Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic 
Church (1914) and several other early cottages and business buildings are extant. 

Staff, the Commission and members of the community have long discussed the value of an 
Armenian Town Historic District which would include many of these resources, some of 
which are already designated, others as yet not designated and thus not protected. Unlike 
individual resources considered for the Local Register of Historic Resources, a request for a 
District can only be initiated by the City Council, the property owners (as with Huntington 
Boulevard and the Wilson Island) or the Commission itself. Therefore the Commission 
must formally request that staff prepare the Initial Application which, pursuant to FMC 12-
1610(b), will include a proposed District boundary and a statement of how the proposed 
District meets the Designation Criteria as outlined in 12-1607(b ). 

BACKGROUND 

The City's Historic Preservation Ordinance (FMC 12-1600 et seq) provides for the 
designation of both individual properties as well as Local Historic Districts. Local Historic 
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Districts may be contiguous, as with Fresno's Wilson Island Historic District, or thematic and 
non-contiguous (FMC 12-1603(s) as for example in the proposed bungalow court or 
hitching post Districts. Designated neighborhood historic districts provide for protection of 
the character-defining features of the District, compatible infill through design review, use of 
the more flexible California Historical Building Code as well as some perks through the 
City's Zoning Ordinance. Most importantly, historic districts add to a sense of place and 
community pride and usually lead to enhanced property values. Designated non-residential 
buildings may also qualify for federal tax credits. 



FR~~~~~ REPORT TO THE HISTORIC 
&VnV PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

AGENDA ITEM NO. VIB 

HPC MEETING: 05/23/16 

May23,2016 ~~AP_P_R_o~_E_o_av----------------~ 
FROM: DANIEL ZACK, AICP, ASSISTANT DIRECTdR oEPARTMENTDIREcmR 

Development and Resource Management Dept. 

BY: KARANA HATTERSLEY-DRAYTON, M.A.\t,..~ 
Historic Preservation Project Manager \ 
Secretary, Historic Preservation Commission 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF REQUEST BY THE PROPERTY 
OWNER TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL THE DESIGNATION OF 
THE A. EMORY AND CORA WISHON HOME LOCATED AT 1284 N. WILSON 
AVENUE TO THE LOCAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC RESOURCES, WITH 
ADOPTION OF FINDINGS NECESSARY TO SUPPORT RECOMMENDATION 
PURSUANT TO FMC 12-1609 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission find that the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 
located at 1284 N. Wilson Avenue is eligible for listing on the Local Register of Historic 
Resources under Criteria i and ii. Staff further recommends that the property be forwarded 
to the Fresno City Council for designation pursuant to FMC 12-1609. As required by the 
City's Historic Preservation Ordinance, the property was publicly noticed in the Fresno Bee 
(published 13 May 2016). 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The new owners of the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home have requested in writing that 
their building be considered for listing on Fresno's Local Register of Historic Resources. 
The full 2-story Arts and Crafts inspired residence was initially built in 1913 and significantly 
altered by a major addition in 1921. The residence was apparently a "surprise" for A. 
Emory Wishon from his wife, Cora, who was pregnant with the couple's second child at the 
time. In 1922 the reconstructed home was featured in the Journal of Electricity and 
Western Industry in an article, "The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man." A. [Azro] 
Emory Wishon was the son of Albert Graves Wishon and like his father worked his entire 
life in the development of electrical energy, both for the San Joaquin Light and Power 
Company and for Pacific Gas and Electric (PGE), when the earlier SJLPC was absorbed by 
the San Francisco based corporation. Upon his death in 1948 Wishon was eulogized as a 
"national eminent figure in the public utility field and a pioneer in the development of the 
power industry and a civic and industrial leader in California" (Madera Daily Tribune 3 
January 1948). 

Architecturally, the home has suffered some loss of integrity due to the change-out of the 
original wood balustrade to wrought iron and the addition of some new windows with faux 
muntins. The interior, however, retains original features such as the four fireplaces (some 
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with apparent Batchelder tiles), as well as woodwork and built-in bookcases. The new 
owners plan to restore the property. 

Because of its early construction and its association with the Emory Wishon family, the 
home (and garage) appear eligible to the Local Register of Historic Resources under 
Criteria i and ii. 

BACKGROUND 

Local Register Criteria and Protocols: 
The City's Historic Preservation Ordinance is located at Chapter 12, Article 16. Section 
1607 outlines the criteria for designation of a resource to the Local Register of Historic 
Resources. A "historic resource" is "any building, structure, object or site" which is 
generally more than fifty years of age and "possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and: 

(i) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or 

(ii) Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 
(iii) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, 

or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values; or 
(iv) Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information in prehistory or history. 

The City's criteria for assessing significance are patterned after the National Register of 
Historic Places (1966 as amended) which uses letters A-D for significance. Fresno's Local 
Register is also similar, although not equivalent, to the California Register of Historical 
Resources which uses a numbering system of 1-4 for criteria. Although the concept of 
"integrity" is not specifically defined in the City's Ordinance, it is implicitly understood to 
follow the National Register which defines "integrity" as "the ability of a property to convey 
its significance." "To retain integrity a property will always possess several and usually 
most, of the aspects." ("How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation" 
1988:44). 

The process for designating a historic resource is outlined in FMC 12-1609. In brief, a 
request to designate a resource to the Local Register may be made by the Council, the 
Commission, the Secretary to the Commission, the property owner, or an authorized 
representative of the owner (12-1609(a). Applications for listing use the state protocol for 
survey forms with both a DPR 523A (Primary) as well as a DPR 523B (Building, Structure, 
Object Form) (12-1609(a)(1-9). A notice must be published in a local newspaper at least 10 
days prior to the hearing and sent to the property owner as well. Commissioners must also 
physically visit the property prior to the Commission hearing (12-1609(c)(1 ). 

Attachment: Exhibit A- State of California Survey Forms for the A. Emory and 
Cora Wishon Home located at 1284 N. Wilson Avenue 
Prepared by Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A., Historic 
Preservation Project Manager 6 May 2016. 



State of California- The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

PRIMARY RECORD 

Primary# ______________ _ 

HRI#~------------------
Trlnomlal ________________ _ 
NRHP Status Code ___________ _ 

Other Listings. ______________________ _ 

Review Code Reviewer 

P1. Resource Name: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 
*P2. Location: *a. County: Fresno 

*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Fresno North 1965 Photorevised 1981 
c. Address: 1284 N. Wilson Avenue, Fresno 
d. Assessor's Parcel Number: 451-253-22 

Date 

*P3a. Description: The Emory and Cora Wishon Home is a full two stories with an irregular "L" plan. It 
faces west onto N. Wilson Avenue on a .34 acre parcel. The residence has a complex roof, although the 
street fa~ade is side Jerkinhead gabled with exposed rafter tails, wide overhanging eaves and an eyebrow 
bow in the center. The home is stucco clad and has a rational fa~ade with a fixed window flanked by two 
1/1 double hung sash windows on either side of the first floor and two matching double hung wood sash 
windows on the second story of the fa~ade. The solid wood front door is centrally located and is flanked by 
sidelights of 12 panes each with wood muntins. A one story porch with flat roof is supported by matching 
stout piers with flat caps as well as matching Ionic columns. A sliding double door with vinyl faux muntins is 
located above on the second story and is flanked by 1/1 double hung sash windows. A white wrought iron 
balustrade encircles this deck and is also located on the south end of the front porch. A one story bay is 
located on the south elevation. This bay may well have originally supported double French doors, but is 
now a blank wall although sidelights are extant. The southeast elevation of the home extends back into the 
yard and is evidence of the home's original end gabled design. Ten casement windows of eight lights each 
are located on the second story. The lower story windows have been changed out for vinyl although they 
match the original design. A one story utility porch with hipped roof is located on the northeast corner of 
this portion of the home. Exterior fireplaces with decorative caps are on both ends of the fa~ade. A one 
story wood trellis on the south end of the homes serves as a porte cochere. A side gabled two car garage 
with replaced door is located on the southeast corner of the parcel behind the home. 
*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP2 (Single-family residence and garage) 
*P4. Resources Present: •Building 

P5b Photo date: 6 May 2016 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age 
and Sources: 1913, 
correspondence with Emory 
Wishon Esq. 5 May 2016 
Building permits for porch and 
addition 1920 and 1921 

*P7. Owner and Address: 
Brannon Edward Davies & 
Shantay Renee Davies 

*PB. Recorded by: 
Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. 

*P9. Date Recorded: 6 May 
2016 

*P10. Survey Type: Intensive 

*P11. Report Citation: "Evaluation of the A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home for the Local Register of Historic 
Resources." 
*Attachments: • Building, Structure and Object Report; •Continuation Sheet 
DPR 523A (1/95) •Required information 



State of California- The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

Primary#--------------HRI# _______________ __ 

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial 

Page 2 of7 Resource: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 

*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. *Date: 6 May 2016 • Continuation 

DPR 523L (1/95) 

Rear elevation showing original 
footprint; fat;ade looking southeast 

*Required information 



State of California- The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary#--------------HRI# _________ _ _ ____ ___ 

Trinomial 

Page 3 of7 Resource: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 

*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. *Date: 6 May 2016 

DPR 523L (1195) 

-

~ CD 
~----------~~~~ 

1919 Sanborn; 1948 Sanborn 

Fireplace above in living room 
(library) of 1921 addition. Fireplace 
with clinker bricks in the basement 
cardroom. 

• Continuation 

-

*Required information 



State of CaUfomla- The Resources A&ency Primary*------ --------
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI# _ ______________ _ 

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
*NRHP Status Code: 5S3 

*Resource Name: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 

83. Original Use: Single family residence 84. Present Use: Single family residence 
*85. Architectural Style: Modified Arts and Crafts 
*86. Construction History: According to Wishon family history the original home was constructed in 1913 for $3,000. 
A building permit was issued 27 January 1920 to enlarge the porch and a substantial addition (valued at $10,000) was 
permitted on 2 November 1921. 

*87. Moved? •No 
*88. Related Features: A two car garage is located on the southeast corner of the parcel. 

89a. Architect: Unknown B9b. Builder: S.L. Allen on the 1921 addition 
*810. Significance: Theme: Fresno's Expansion North Area: Claremont Park Tract (now Tower District) 

Period of Significance: 1913-c1926 Property Type: Single family residence Applicable Criteria: i, ii 

According to family history, the Arts and Crafts style Emory and Cora Wishon Home was built in 1913. 
The footprint as depicted on the 1919 Sanborn fire insurance map is a two-story end-gabled residence. In 
1920 the porch was "enlarged" and in 1921 an addition, valued at $150,000 in today's dollars, radically 
altered the exterior so that the building is now side-gabled and "rational" in appearance, thus the fa~ade 
has a symmetrical design. It is possible at the time of the alterations that the home was also stucco clad, 
as there is a wood egg and dart molding at the beltcourse that is almost hidden by the stucco. 

The house was apparently built as a surprise. Cora Wishon, wife of A. [Azro] Emory Wishon, was pregnant 
with the family's second child and wanted to have a house of her own. When Mr. Wishon didn't accede to 
her request, Cora Wishon borrowed $3,000 from a friend in banking, secured the contractor/architect, and 
had the house built. "And when everything was in shipshape order, she met Mr. Wishon after work, and 
drove him to his new abode. The surprise was complete." (1) A. Emory Wishon was the son of Albert 
Graves Wishon, who developed the San Joaquin Light and ,....---------------------, 
Power Company and developed the Alta Vista Tract. 
(Continued) 

*812. References: 1919, 1948, 1963, 1970 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps' Building Record, Personal interviews with 
Emory Wishon Ill (5 May 2016) and Larry Fortune (16 May 2016); 
Obituary Emory Wishon, Madera Daily Tribune 3 January 1948; 
''The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man" Journal of Electricity 
ftnd Western lndustrv 15 December 1922, 441-442; Charles L. 
Palmer, "Albert G. Wishon, Founder of the San Joaquin Light and 
Power Company," Fresno Past and Present 2:1 (January 1960) 
3; San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine (July 1913) 315. 

*814. Evaluator: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. 
Historic Preservation Project Manager 
Fresno, CA 

*Date of Evaluation: 17 May 2016 

('Ibis space reserved for official comments.) 

DPR 5238 (1/95) *Required Information 



State of California- The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

Primary#--------------HRI# ______________ _ 

Trinomial 

Page 5 of 7 Resource: A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home 1284 N. Wilson Avenue 

*Recorded by: Karana Hattersley-Drayton, M.A. *Date: 6 May 2016 •Continuation 

Emory Wishon followed in his father's footsteps and at his death in 1948 was eulogized as "a national 
eminent figure in the public utility field and a pioneer in the development of the power industry and a civic 
and industrial leader in California."(2) He was born in St. James, Missouri on July 18, 1882 and received 
an engineering degree from the University of Missouri. He married Cora Hoen of Fresno on July 30, 1906. 
Emory Wishon organized the Coalinga Water and Electric Company in 1909 and introduced electricity into 
oil well operations. In 1910 he joined the San Joaquin Light and Power Company as Assistant General 
Manager in charge of the southern division with headquarters in Bakersfield. He was promoted to the 
position of Assistant General Manager of the Company in 1913 and was General Manager in 1920. The 
family moved from Fresno sometime in the 1920s due to his further promotions in the overall operation of 
what was becoming the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. In July 1947 he was the Executive Vice 
President of PGE's $350,000,000 expansion program. He died at his Danville country home following a 
heart attack; services were held in Fresno at the Lisle Funeral Home (3). 

The house, as redesigned in 1921, was featured in the December 19, 1922 edition of the Journal of 
Electricity and Western Industry in an article entitled, "The Electrical Home for the Electrical Man." At this 
time the San Joaquin Light and Power Company (later PGE) was promoting the safe use of electrical 
appliances and "modern wiring." The home reportedly had 268 electrical outlets "and almost every species 
of electrical appliance known to man" including a very rudimentary dishwasher. Of interest is that the 
article mentions that the tennis court (long gone and probably located on the north of the house) had flood 
lights with a switch located in the house near the main switch and fuse panel (4). 

In addition to the Emory Wishons, two other families of note were early-on associated with the home at 
1284 N. Wilson, the Harold Fox family who bought the house from the Wishons and the Don Fortunes, who 
lived in the home from c1951-1962 (5). The Fox family is related to the Wishons through marriage; a 
daughter Jane Fox married the youngest Wishon son, A. Emory Jr. in 1941 (6). Don Fortune worked as a 
teacher, war time surplus dealer and thereafter established a real estate company which is still in operation 
today, Fortune Associates. Larry Fortune recalls that their neighbor across the street was Mayor Dunn, for 
whom his father served as campaign manager (7). 

The A. Emory and Cora Wishon Home appears to be eligible to the Local Register of Historic Resources 
due to its importance in the expansion of Fresno in the early 201

h century (Criterion i) but mostly for its 
association with A. Emory and Cora Wishon (Criterion ii). Architecturally the home has lost some integrity 
to its period of significance due to the removal of the wood turned balustrade (second story), the addition of 
wrought iron in its place and the intrusion of some new windows. The interior maintains high integrity, 
however, with four original fireplaces (of which three appear to have Batchelder tiles), woodwork and built
ins. It should be noted that the new owners are keen to restore the home. 

1) Anecdote about Cora Wishon, Emory Wishon Ill personal correspondence 5 May 2016. The story is also included 
in the July 1913 edition of the San Joaquin Light and Power Magazine although "Central Avenue" is noted as the site of 
the new home. As this location would have been south of the city in the country, it is assumed that this breezy mention 
is in error. 
2) Obituary, Madera Dailv Tribune 3 January 1948. 
3) Ibid. 
4) Journal of Electricity and Western Industry 16 December 1922 pp. 441-442. 
5) Personal correspondence with Larry Fortune 16 May 2016. 
6) Letter to former owner from Emory Wishon 11123 December 2013. 
7) Fortune correspondence, 16 May 2016. 

Thanks to Assistant Natalie Robertson for additional research on the history of the Emory Wishon family. 
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The attractive eleetrical home of A, E. Wlehon, In Freeno, California 

tJje Electrical Home for the Electrical Man 
By Norman S. Galliaon 

ONE of the severest Indictments qainat the 
electrieal man Ia that, in the use of domestic 
devices, he does not practice what he preaches. 

Investisrations show that the percentare of electrical 
appliances in the homes of electrical men is no 
greater than in the homes of non-electrical men. 
One investigation of 6,700 homes showed that out 
of this group of people whose business it is to sell 
electric service in the home only about twenty per 
cent use any of the appliances except the elec
tric iron. 

"Selllnsr the Electrical Idea to the Electrical 
Man" is a constructive piece of work which could 
well occupy the attention of the various orsraniza
tions within the industry now desisrned to educate 
the public to the many advantages of electlicity in 
the home. · There is a general criticism, and a just 
one, that one branch of the industry often stands 
in the way of the other. Examples are not unknown 
of electrical men "knocking" val"ious appliances such 
as heate1•s, ransres, and water heaters. Individual 
organizations could well affo1-d to do missionary work 
among their own employees to stimulate the in
creased use of appliances. ' 

Stimulation of the use of elecbical appliances by 
electrical men is today one of the greatest undevel
oped resources of the industry. Electrical homes of 
electJ·ical men repl'esent not only examples pointed to 
and emulated by the community, but they augur well 
for the owners' part in forwm·dinsr the industry. 

One central station manager who believes in 
the electrical home idea so thoroughly that he owns 
O;le himself is A. E. Wishon, genel-al manager of the 

San Joaquin Lisrht & Power Corporation in Fresno, 
Calif. His home, views of which are shown here, 
contains 263 electrical outlets-and almost every 
species of electrical appliance known to man. Per
haps because of the support which the central sta
tion gives to the electrical idea by thus showiq that 
they believe in it, Fresno not only has had ita elec
trical home, but it has an electrical home district, 
where the reneral cont1·actor builds nothiq but 
houses which are fully equipped with convenience 
outlets and modem wiring. 

The main sitting room in the Wishon home, 
shown on the following page, has 16 outlets, includ
ing the master bursrlar switch which is found in 
eve1·y room and which controls one light in every 
part of the houee. A fine variety of lightinr effects 
is obtainable in this room, where portable lamps and 
wall brackets may l!e separately controlled. Note 
the movable electl·lc fixtures on the mantel-piece 
which may be shifted to vary the effect, Ol' removed 
entirely fo1· purposes of cleaninsr. 

Although the tl·adition of the wood fire has been 
kept for the sake of its winter beauty, electl"ical 
henters are provided for the practicnl heating. of the 
house. In the dining room, a toaster, a percolato1· 
and a waffle h·on help to make an electrical break
fast. Center outlets, so that connection may be made 
under the edge of the table, provide for convenience 
in the operation of table equipment. The fixtures 
fo1• each room were especially designed to fit into the 
scheme of decoration and both shades and metal 
work tone in with the cololinsr ot wall paper and 
woodwork. 
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MaiD •lttlnc room ud CIOI'Illr of bed room In Wilbon home 

An electric range, a dish waahiq machine and 
a complete outlay of electrical equipment make the 
kitchen a pleasant place to work, even In the hot 
weather of summer which helps to ripen that raisin 
crop for which the country in the vicinity of Fresno 
ia so famous. The pull switch for the Iicht which 
is inatalled directly over the electric ranp is eeen 
below the hood. A small ventiJati~ fan in the ceil
inc of the hood draws off all odora of cookinl' and 
any heat which may be radiated from the kettles 
themselves. 

Washinc machine and electric ironer are con
veniently situated on the laundry porch. Conven
ience outlets are at hand for all needs. Outlets are 
situated some fourteen inches above the floor rather 
than at the floor level, aa a more convenient heia'ht 
for the housewife. An electric motor operates the 
sewing machine. Electric fixtures are placed con
siderably lower on the wall in the Wishon ·home than 
is the usual custom. They 81'8 located about 4 ft. 6 

in. from the floor, or, where the liJrht is required at. 
table height, the bracket is even lower. 

Switches at each major entrance, convenience
outlets near the bed and bureaus, the convenient 
electric heater and all such other equipment as 10 to. 
make a bedroom comfortable are found here. A bur
glar switch in this case is located where it may be
reached from the bad. Wall brackets are placed low 
on either aide of the bureau, cfvinl' better UJrht with
out caatinl' shadows. All metal of the fixtures and 
of the switch plates is especially toned down to ftt 
in with the coloring of the room. 

Mr. Wishon has equipped his tennis court with 
flood lighta, making possible the enjoyment of the 
&'arne in the evening. This adds considerably to the 
pleasure of the sport, especially in the summer. The 
switch for the tennis court lighta is located in the 
house near the main switch and fuM panel. Needleas 
to say each fuse on the panel is plainly marked and 
directions show which rooma are involved. 

Kitehen and dlnlnc room have the letut In electrical convenience& 


