
Immigrant Affairs Committee meeting minutes 
May 20, 2021 
 
Attendance: 

1. Margarita Rocha 
2. Tom Hernandez 
3. Evelyn 
4. Samuel Molina 
5. Nancy Key 
6. Maricela C.  
7. Pao Yang 

 
Absent: Hugo M.; Marcelino, Guillermo 
 
City staff in attendance: Terry Cox, Lucio, Dolores, Jose V., Laura Garcia and Brenda Repada. 
 
Meeting began with welcome and introductions. Margarita Rocha motioned to approve the minutes 
from previous meeting and Pao seconded.  
 
Deputy Mayor Matthew Grundy provided information on the One Fresno campaign. It is the Mayor’s 
initiative to foster unity. They want to help close gaps for the AAPI community within the Mayor’s office. 
The Office of Community Affairs will act as a conduit of response for hate crimes. It will address 
community needs and work directly with the Immigrant Affairs Committee. They will provide COVID 19 
resources, access to grant funding, hire 2 liaisons for the Office of Community Affairs that primarily work 
with the AAPI community. Chris Montelongo will work directly with the Immigrant Affairs Committee. 
Courtney Espinoza will provide support for the Office of Community Affairs and the Public Information 
Officer will ensure information gets out to the community.   
 
Margarita and Nancy asked Matthew a couple of questions. Matthew informed us that Chris M. will 
report directly to Matthew for Office of Community Affairs matters. Matthew also stated that they will 
not do this work without the Immigrant Affairs Committee.  
 
Pao – Thank you Matthew for joining the meeting.  
 
Samuel stated he will email Matthew on the New American Campaign for the Office of Immigrant 
Affairs.  
 
Tom Hernandez brought up Assembly bill 868, which will provide funds for funeral assistance. He asked 
members of the committee to individually support the bill.  
 
Maricela mentioned that there was a bill from FEMA to support funeral expenses but it did not cover 
undocumented individuals.  
 



Samuel asked Maricela if she has a resolution for the Fresno City Council to vote on. He asked her to 
send a draft of letters of support back to the committee.  
 
Pao mentioned he was in support of the state legislation.  
 
Tom asked if we can vote on this state legislation at our next meeting.  
 
Samuel stated that the Committee can.  
 
Maricela mentioned that she get City resolutions and letters of support to the Committee. It moved 
from appropriations today.  
 
Outreach workgroup reported back to the Committee.  
 
Committee members commented on the outreach workgroup suggestions.  
 
Pao suggested adding Lao, Khmer as additional languages.  
Margarita asked how would you identify that they’re an immigrant?  
Maricela Who would be doing this work? 
 
Pao agreed that the questions were ok. Timeline is doable and that surveying 500 people could be done 
if the committee members share in the effort. 
 
Margarita also agreed that the questions are good, however, they require a bit more thought.  
 
Nancy some questions need to be reformatted so we may better evaluate them. Survey Monkey has a 
free evaluation tool.  
 
Samuel stated that the City Council will vote on immigration fraud on May 27th.  
 
Pao promoted his food distribution event and promised to send a flyer to the group. Event is on May 24 
from 2-4pm at Fresno Center.  
 
Nancy motioned to adjourn 
Margarita seconded. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM.  


