
City of Fresno 
 

Immigrant Affairs Committee 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

August 12, 2020 
 

5:30 pm 
 

Fresno City Hall, Room 2125 
 
I.          Upon proper prior notice, the meeting was called to order by 
 
Chairman Samuel Molina at 5:37 P.M. All participants joined by Zoom or telephone. 
 
 
2. Roll Call was taken. 
 
II.     Roll Call 
 
Present Members were: 
 

1. Nancy Key 
2. Hugo Morales 
3. Naindeep Singh 
4. America Hernandez 
5. Samuel Molina 
6. Guillermo Moreno 
7. Thomas Hernandez 
8. Margarita Rocha 
9. Pao Yang  
10. Maggie Thao 
11. Deepak Ahluwalia 

 
Absent Members were: 

1. Evelyn Gonzales 
 
2. Review of July 8, 2020 minutes 
 
Samuel Molina moved for approval of the minutes of the July 8 meeting of the 
Immigrant Advisory Committee as presented.  Tom Hernandez seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed with one abstention from Guillermo Moreno.   Minutes 
were approved. 
 
 



3. Daniel articulated provisions of the Brown act that relate to the formation of 
subcommittees. 
 
4.  Purpose and Vision Subcommittee – Document review. 
 
The subcommittee presented a draft of the proposed statement of Purpose and Vision 
of the Immigrant Affairs Committee. 
 
After discussion, the Chair continued the item to the next meeting. 
 
5. City Flyer Update: 
 
There was much discussion on the subjects that would be included in a flyer to be 
included on the utility bill of the City of Fresno and also the languages to be used on the 
printed flyer and the design of the flyer. 
 
It was concluded that the topics for the flyer would depend on the time of the mailing of 
the flyer.  The subcommittee on the flyer will continue to work on the flyer.  Tom 
Hernandez will check on the process for the proper authorization for the flyer to be 
included in the utility bills. 
 
6. Presentation on Notary Fraud by Fresno Immigration Attorney Lazaro Salazar. 
Mr. Lazaro Salazar’s credentials were referred to, an immigrant from Mexico, raised in 
our Valley, first in his family to graduate from college.  His extensive experience in the 
practice of immigration law was referred to as a member of the California Bar.   
Mr. Salazar made a power point presentation. 
 
Mr. Salazar walked the Committee through the practice of law.  However, he noted that 
in California there is a state sanctioned field of “notaries” that arguably it could be said 
are practicing lawyering on immigration matters but are effectively protected by special 
state provisions. 
 
He noted that these “notaries” make their money from the Mexican and other Latino 
immigrants who in their countries “Notarios” are distinguished attorneys’ members of the 
bar of their countries.  That is not the case in the United States. 
 
Mr. Salazar noted how in many instances these U.S. unaccredited “notaries” make 
mistakes on the legal matters they are handling and that generally the immigrant victims 
find it difficult to come forward to file any complaints. 
 
Mr. Salazar shared with the Committee that without victims coming forward with 
mishandled cases by “notarios” nothing can be done.  Discussion followed. 
 
It was suggested by Mr. Salazar that perhaps the Immigrant Advisory Committee could 
recommend to the City to act as a intermediary or a bridge to assist victims of “notario” 
fraud to come forward.  Discussion followed. 



 
Mr. Salazar committed to submit to the Committee a short proposal for action by the 
City to address the Notario fraud. 
 
7. Gateway for Growth RFP 
 
There was discussion of a proposal to recommend to the City to apply for the 
opportunity: Gateway for Growth RFP.   There was discussion on the benefits that this 
would bring to our immigrant community and the deadline for the application. 
 
Samuel Molina moved that the Committee should recommend to the City to apply 
for this RFP opportunity.  Tom Hernandez seconded the motion. 
 
There was a roll call vote.  All members present voted for the motion except there 
was one abstention from Guillermo Moreno.  Motion passed. 
 
8. Announcements: Pao Vang described what his organization, The Center, was doing 
for the immigrant community in the times of COVID. 
 
All agreed to meet September 17 at 5:30 to 7 p.m.. 
 
Tom Hernandez moved to adjourn the meeting, Pao Vang seconded the motion.  By 
unanimous voice vote the motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 


