
City of Fresno 
 
Immigrant Affairs Committee 
 
Meeting Agenda 
 
July 8, 2020 
 
5:30 pm 
 
Fresno City Hall, Room 2125 
 
I.          Upon proper prior notice, the meeting was called to order by 
 
Chairman Samuel Molina at 5:34 P.M. All participants joined by Zoom or telephone. 
 
 
2. Roll Call was taken. 
 
II.     Roll Call 
 
Present Members were: 
 

1. Nancy Key 
2. Hugo Morales 
3. Naindeep Singh 
4. America Hernandez 
5. Samuel Molina 
6. Evelyn Gonzalez 
7. Guillermo Moreno 
8. Thomas Hernandez 
9. Margarita Rocha 
10. Pao Yang – Phone 
11. Maggie Thao 
12. Deepak Ahluwalia 

 
Absent Members were: 
 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
 
Samuel Molina moved for approval of the agenda as presented and Margarita Rocha seconded 
the motion.  
 



Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Approve agenda 
 
Samuel moved; Margerita second 
 
All approved. 
 
4.  Chairman Samuel Molina reminded the members about the Brown Act and that it applies to 
the Committee and how it applies to the phone in technology the Committee is using for the 
meeting. 
 
5.  Purpose and Vision Subcommittee 
 
There was discussion about the formation of a Vision Subcommittee.  After much discussion the 
following members volunteered to serve on the Purpose and Vision Subcommittee: Maggie 
Thao, America Hernandez, Margarita Rocha and Jessica Smith. 
 
There was discussion of a request on information on statistics on immigrants for the City of 
Fresno. 
 
6.  Census 2020: Feedback from the City Council 
 
There was discussion on the desire to hear about any feedback from the City Council on Census 
participation. We did not receive feedback because of some technical issues and decided to table 
the item.  
 
7.  Police Chief Search—Letter Council and Mayor’s office 
 
There was discussion about the developments in the search for a police chief and on the work of 
the newly formed Fresno City Commission on Police Reform. 
 
Chair Samuel Molina asked for volunteers to draft a letter on behalf of the Committee that would 
be sent to the Police Chief on the hiring of the new police chief. 
 
Hugo Morales and Samuel Molina volunteered to draft the letter for consideration by the full 
committee that would be addressed to the Police Chief. 
 
8.  COVID-19 impact on immigrant community- Presentation by Genoveva Islas, ED of the 
Fresno nonprofit Cultiva tu Salud. 
 
  
 



Ms. Islas presented a well researched slide presentation on the contributions and challenges and 
vulnerabilities of immigrant families with a community health lense.  The slide presentation was 
made available to all the Committee members. 
 
In brief, the presentation highlighted the diversity of immigrant families who are our essential 
workers under the pandemic, they are our farmworkers, our hospital workers, our packing shed 
workers, our house cleaners, our doctors, and nurses, etc.  The presentation also documented that 
immigrants were most impacted by COVID-19 as the disparities are being clear during the 
pandemic.  The impact is both in deaths from COVID to loss of jobs because of COVID.  At the 
same time, immigrant children or children from immigrant families are further being challenged 
by having to go to school virtually when they don’t have access to the best technology for distant 
learning in part because of lack of access to adequate broadband at home. 
 
Discussion followed on the content of the presentation.  Veva suggested that as a Committee we 
should present the realities and needs of the immigrant community to the Council and make sure 
that immigrant voices and advocates have a seat/voice in the proper agencies or departments or 
initiatives. 
 
Discussion of the need for legal aid for immigrants, including the undocumented, followed.  A 
long list of legal aid items surfaced in the discussion from domestic violence to employer 
violation in not providing proper protection gear, etc. to money for legal aid for deportation and 
detention and worker rights. 
 
America made a motion for a request to the City for funding for legal services for immigrant 
families, including undocumented families; Hugo Morales seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 
Chair Samuel Molina tabled the motion in caution of a possible violation of the Brown Act since 
that item was not posted before the Committee meeting. 
 
9.  Deportation – Presentation by Pao Vang. 
 
Pao Vang, Executive Director The Center, and member of the Committee, made a presentation 
about deportations in the Asian community, Hmong in particular.  He said thousands of Hmong 
are under deportation orders now by ICE.  He said few know that outside the Hmong 
community.  He gave the background snapshot of the immigration challenges of the Hmong and 
their vulnerability and related challenges of the Hmong in the City of Fresno. 
 
10.  Additional Information. 
 
10.a. Immigration information. 
 



After discussion Pao Vang, Margarita Rocha, Tom Hernandez, Deep Singh, and Evelyn 
Gonzalez and Deepak Ahluwalia volunteered to serve on a committee to work on the flyer. 
 
10.b. Notario Fraud – Margarita Rocha. 
 
Margarita proposed and the committee agreed to invite Fresno immigration attorney Lazaro 
Salazar to make a presentation at the next meeting of the Committee on August 12 on how the 
Committee could recommend to the City how it could address Notario fraud in the City of 
Fresno. 
 
Margarita moved for adjournment, Tom  seconded the motion. 
 
Chair Samuel Molina adjourned the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 


