
 
City of Fresno 

Immigrant Affairs Committee 
 

January 21, 2021, 5:30 pm 
via Video/Teleconference due to COVID-19 precautions 

 
 
 
1.          Introductions 
 

Upon proper prior notice, the meeting was called to order at 5: 33 p.m. by Chairman 
Samuel Molina.  All participants joined by Zoom or telephone. 
 
Roll Call was taken. 
 
Present Members were: 
 

1. Samuel Molina 
2. Hugo Morales 
3. Margarita Rocha 
4. Thomas ("Tom") Hernandez 
5. America Hernandez  
6. Nancy Key  
7. Guillermo Moreno  
8. Evelyn Gonzales  
9. Marcelino Valdez 
10. Pao Yang 
11. Naindeep Singh joined at 5:40 p.m. 
12. Jessica Smith joined at 5:50 p.m. 

 
Absent Members were:  Deepak Ahluwalia, Maggie Thao 
 
Also Present:  Jose Verduzco, assistant to Councilman Luis Chavez joined the meeting.  
Councilman Luis Chavez joined at 5:45 p.m.  Attorneys Lazaro Salazar and Bianca 
Carbajal joined at 6:00 p.m. 

 
2. Review and approval of November 17, 2020 minutes 
 

It was moved by Nancy Key that the November 17, 2020 minutes be approved as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by America Hernandez.  The November 17, 2020 
minutes were approved by majority vote.  Marcelino Valdez  abstained.   

 
 
 
 



3. Discussion with Fresno City Council President Luis Chavez 
 

Councilman Luis Chavez joined the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  The following points were made 
by Councilman Chavez during the Immigrant Affairs Committee meeting: 
 

• Mr. Chavez announced that it was his goal to have an Office for Immigrants for the 
City of Fresno by June 30, 2021.  The approval by the City Council would come as 
part of the regular city budget process. 

• Mr. Chavez disclosed the millions of dollars that had come to the City by the federal 
government for the City of Fresno to address the impact of COVID-19; he expressed 
his desire to have the city address the needs of essential workers in his district. 

• Mr. Chavez expressed the need to address misinformation and the stigma of having 
COVID-19; the misinformation about the vaccine and the lack of access to the 
vaccine; the need to get the message out about encouraging everyone to get 
vaccinated using trusted media, media accessible to the neighborhood, people like 
Radio Bilingüe and Pique. 

• Mr. Chavez impressed upon the Immigrant Affairs Committee the increased amount 
of fraud, including notario fraud, that will soon surface because of a prospective legal 
adjustment program under the Biden administration.  

 
4.  Notario fraud ordinance review and vote 
 

At 6:00 p.m. attorneys Lazaro Salazar and Bianca Carbajal joined.  Mr. Salazar is a local 
Fresno immigration attorney.  Ms. Bianca Carbajal practices law in southern California, 
in Rancho Cucamonga.  Mr. Lazaro Salazar, who has been working with the Notario 
Fraud Subcommittee, called on Ms. Carbajal to assist in drafting the text of a Fresno city 
ordinance because Ms. Carbajal is an authority on city ordinances that address notario 
fraud in the United States.  As a law student she wrote a law review note on the subject.  
It was noted that the Notario Fraud Subcommittee had drafted the city ordinance with the 
assistance of attorney Salazar for consideration by the Immigrant Affairs Committee.   
Ms. Carbajal had reviewed the draft and thinks it has been properly drafted. 
  
The full text was gone over word by word by the Committee.  After much discussion 
Hugo Morales moved for the approval of the draft Ordinance to be forwarded to the 
Fresno City Council for consideration.  Jessica seconded. There was a discussion to make 
an amendment to the draft ordinance. Hugo made a new motion to forward the Ordinance 
to the Fresno City Council as amended.  Jessica Smith seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  The text of the proposed city ordinance are attached to these 
minutes. 

   
5. Submit idea for content on the Immigrant Affairs Committee webpage 

The following is a sample of ideas for content for the Committee’s webpage: 
 
* Minutes of the Committee’s meetings. 
* Reliable information on legalization 
* What to do when an ICE agents knock on your door 



* List and contact information of local nonprofits providing services to immigrants 
* AB 60 information, requirements to getting a license 
*  Information on notarios  
*  Information on how to report notario fraud and attorney fraud 
*  Likely documents list for prospective immigration legal adjustment legislation 

 
6.   Additional items and set next meeting   
 

No ideas advanced.  The Chair asked Committee members to please forward agenda 
items to him before the next Committee meeting.   
 
Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 5:30 is our next meeting.  

 
6. Public comment 
 

There was no  public comment. 
 
7. Adjourn 
 

By assent, meeting adjourned by chair at 7:04 p.m. 
 
####  
 
 
Proposed Notario Fraud Ordinance: 
 
§ XYZ Immigration Consultants – City of Fresno. 
 
(1) DEFINITIONS 
As used in this Section §XYZ: 
 
Accredited means a person who is authorized by federal law to represent persons before the 
Board of Immigration Appeals or the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
 
Advertisement means any material information promoting a product, service, or event that is 
printed, displayed, published, distributed, or broadcast.  
 
BIA means the Board of Immigration Appeals as determined under Title 8 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations, as amended. 
     
Compensation means money, property, or anything else of value. 
 
Immigration Consultant or “Consultant” means a person who engages in the business of giving 
nonlegal assistance or advice on an immigration matter. That assistance or advice includes, but is 
not limited to, the following: 



(a) Completing a form provided by a federal or state agency but not advising a person as to their 
answers on those forms. 
(b) Translating documents and/or a person’s answers to questions posed in those forms. 
(c) Securing for a person supporting documents, such as birth certificates, which may be 
necessary to complete those forms. 
(d) Submitting completed forms on a person’s behalf and at their request to the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
(e) Making referrals to persons who could undertake legal representation activities for a person 
in an immigration matter. 
 
Immigration matter means any proceeding, filing or action affecting the immigration or 
citizenship status of any person which arises under immigration and naturalization law, executive 
order or presidential proclamation, or action of the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, the United States Department of State, or the United States Department of Labour. 
 
Immigration reform act means either of the following: 
(a) Any pending or future act of Congress that is enacted after October 5, 2013, that authorizes 
an undocumented immigrant who either entered the United States without inspection or who did 
not depart after the expiration of a nonimmigrant visa, to attain a lawful status under federal law. 
The State Bar shall announce and post on its Internet Web site when an immigration reform act 
has been enacted. 
(b) The President’s executive actions on immigration announced on November 20, 2014, or any 
future executive action or order that authorizes an undocumented immigrant who either entered 
the United States without inspection or who did not depart after the expiration of a nonimmigrant 
visa to attain a lawful status under federal law. The State Bar shall announce and post on its 
Internet Web site when an executive action or order has been issued. 
 
 
(2) IMMIGRATION CONSULTANT REQUIREMENTS 

A. Registration.  
An immigration consultant shall satisfactorily pass a background check conducted by the 
Secretary of State. 
In addition to obtaining a Business License (Tax Certificate) issued by the City of Fresno 
as required under Fresno Municipal Code (FMC) Sections 5-101 and 5-102, an 
immigration consultant must also complete and submit, to the City of Fresno, the 
“Immigration Consultant Registration” Form. 

(i). At the time of registration, a consultant must sign a form designated by the City of 
Fresno, attesting the consultant’s knowledge and consent to conduct business in 
accordance with the provisions of this Section §XYZ, and acknowledging that any 
violation of the provisions of this Section §XYZ by the consultant may result in 
fines and penalties in addition to those stated in CA Business and Professions Code, 
Sections 22440 - 22449, as well as cease operations orders and suspension or 
revocation of the consultant’s business license. 

(ii). At the time of registration, a consultant must provide proof of a surety bond in the 
amount of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) in order to ensure payment of 
all final judgments and decrees entered against the consultant for damages arising 



from the provision of immigration services. The surety bond shall be in effect for 
the entire period in which the consultant provides immigration services, plus one 
year after the consultant ceases all operations. 

 
B. Signs 

All consultants shall post signs at the consultant’s place of business, and every location 
where the consultant regularly meets with customers. Signs shall be posted in a 
conspicuous location where the signs will be visible to customers. Signs shall meet all of 
the following requirements: 
(i). Each sign shall be at least 12 inches by 20 inches. 

(ii). Using a boldface type or print, with each character at least 1 inch in height and 1 
inch in width, in English and in the native language of the immigration 
consultants’ clientele. 

(iii). Notice signs shall contain the following: 
a) The full name, address, and evidence of compliance with any applicable 

bonding requirement including the bond number, if any. 
b) A statement that the immigration consultant is not an attorney. 
c) The services that the immigration consultant provides and the current and 

total fee for each service.  
d) The name of each immigration consultant employed at each location. 

 
C. Written Disclosures 

Prior to providing any services, an immigration consultant shall provide the client with a 
written disclosure in the native language of the client that shall include the following 
information: 
(i). The immigration consultant’s name, address, and telephone number. 

(ii). The immigration consultant’s agent for service of process. 
(iii). The legal name of the employee who consulted with the client, if different from 

the immigration consultant. 
(iv). Evidence of compliance with any applicable bonding requirement, including the 

bond number, if any. 
(v). a clear and conspicuous statement that the immigration consultant is not an 

attorney. 
 

D. Documents 
(i). An immigration consultant shall deliver to a client a copy of each document or 

form completed on behalf of the client. Each document and form delivered must 
include the name and address of the immigration consultant. 

(ii). An immigration consultant shall retain copies of all documents and forms of a 
client for not less than three years from the date of the last service to the client. 

(iii). Upon presentation of a written consent signed by a client, an immigration 
consultant shall provide a copy of the client file to law enforcement without a 
warrant or a subpoena. 

(iv). An immigration consultant shall return to a client all original documents, 
including, but not limited to, original birth certificates, rental agreements, utility 
bills, employment stubs, Department of Motor Vehicle licenses with dates of 



entry, and passports, that the client has provided to the consultant in support of the 
client’s application. 

(v). Any original document that does not need to be submitted to immigration 
authorities as an original document shall be returned by the immigration 
consultant immediately after making a copy or reproduction thereof. 

 
E. Advertising 

(i). An immigration consultant shall include in an advertisement a clear and 
conspicuous statement that the immigration consultant is not an attorney. 

(ii). An immigration consultant who is Accredited shall include in any advertisement 
for services as an immigration consultant a clear and conspicuous statement that 
the immigration consultant is not an attorney but is authorized by federal law to 
represent persons before the Board of Immigration Appeals or the United States 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

(iii). A non-CA licensed Attorney, who is admitted to practice before the Board of 
Immigration Appeals or the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, 
shall include in any advertisement for immigration services a clear and 
conspicuous statement that he or she is not an attorney licensed to practice law in 
California but is an attorney licensed in another state or territory of the United 
States and is authorized by federal law to represent persons before the Board of 
Immigration Appeals or the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

 
Note: If an advertisement subject to this subdivision is in a language other than English, the 
statement required by this subdivision shall be in the same language as the advertisement. 
 
 
 
(3) WRITTEN CONTRACT/AGREEMENT  

A. An immigration consultant who enters into a contract or agreement with a client to 
provide services shall provide the client with a written contract containing the following: 
(i). The services to be performed. Each service to be performed shall be itemized with 

an explanation of the purpose and process of each service. 
(ii). The cost of each itemized service to be performed. 

(iii). There shall be printed on the face of the contract in 10-point boldface type a 
statement that the immigration consultant is not an attorney and may not perform 
the legal services that an attorney performs. 

(iv). The written contract shall list the documents to be prepared by the immigration 
consultant, shall explain the purpose and process of each document, and shall list 
the cost for preparing each document. 

(v). The written contract shall state the purpose for which the immigration consultant 
has been hired and the actions to be taken by the immigration consultant 
regarding each document, including the agency and office where each document 
will be filed and the approximate processing times according to current published 
agency guidelines. 

(vi). The written contract shall include a provision that informs the client that he or she 
may report complaints relating to immigration consultants to the Executive Office 



for Immigration Review of the United States Department of Justice. The written 
contract shall also include a provision stating that complaints concerning the 
unauthorized practice of law may be reported to the State Bar of California. These 
required provisions shall include the toll-free telephone numbers and Internet 
Web sites of those entities. 

(vii). The provisions of the written contract shall be stated both in English and in the 
client’s native language. Note: the contract is VOID if this requirement is not met. 

(viii). The client shall have the right to rescind the contract within 72 hours of signing 
the contract. The contents of this subdivision shall be conspicuously set forth in 
the written contract in both English and the client’s native language. 

 
B. An immigration consultant must NOT include the following in a written contract or 

agreement: 
(i). Any guarantee or promise,  

(ii). Any statement that the immigration consultant can or will obtain special favors 
from or has special influence with the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, or any other governmental agency, employee, or official, that may have 
a bearing on a client’s immigration matter. 

 
(4) RECEIPT FOR PAYMENT  

A. A person engaged in the business or acting in the capacity of an immigration consultant 
shall provide a signed receipt to a client for each payment made by that client. The 
receipt shall be typed or computer generated on the consultant’s letterhead. 

B. A statement of accounting for the services rendered and payments made shall be provided 
to the client every two months, shall be typed or computer generated on the immigration 
consultant’s letterhead, and shall display the individual charges and total charges for 
services and the client’s payments offsetting those charges. The consultant shall provide 
the client a written translation of the statement in the client’s native language. 

 
(5) PROHIBITED CONDUCT  

A. An immigration consultant shall not, with the intent to mislead, literally translate, from 
English into another language, any words or titles, including, but not limited to, “notary 
public,” “notary,” “licensed,” “attorney,” or “lawyer,” that imply that the person is an 
attorney, in any document, including an advertisement, stationery, letterhead, business 
card, or other comparable written material describing the immigration consultant. As 
provided in this subdivision, the literal translation of the phrase “notary public” into 
Spanish as “notario publico” or “notario,” is expressly prohibited. 

B. For purposes of this section, “literal translation of” or “to literally translate” a word, title, 
or phrase from one language means the translation of a word, title, or phrase without 
regard to the true meaning of the word or phrase in the language that is being translated. 

C. An immigration consultant may not make or authorize the making of any verbal or 
written references to his or her compliance with the bonding requirements of Section 
22443.1 except as provided in this chapter. 
 

(6) PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT  



Any and all violations of this Section §XYZ shall be enforced pursuant to and as outlined in CA 
Business and Professions Code, Sections 22440 – 22449. 
 
(7) EXEMPTIONS  
Any and all exemptions as outlined in CA Business and Professions Code, Sections 22440 – 
22449 are hereby incorporated by reference and adopted given their full weight and effect. 
 
(8) PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION  
Any person aggrieved by any violation of this Section or any rule or regulation promulgated 
hereunder, may bring an action in an appropriate court against any person subject to this Section, 
for injunction against the violation or for such other or additional relief as may be appropriate to 
deter, prevent or compensate for the violation. Remedies for violation of this Ordinance shall be 
cumulative, and shall include costs, compensatory damages, and punitive damages, to the extent 
allowed by law. Any judgment obtained against an immigration consultant under this Section 
may be provided to the City of Fresno and provide a basis for a suspension of license and cease 
operations order. 
 
 


