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	F-2 
	Ensure that adequate land, in appropriate locations, is designated and acquired for park and recreation uses prior to urban development.
	(
	

	Implementing Policies

	F-2-a
	Utilize the following priorities and guidelines in acquiring  and developing parks and recreation facilities.  These priorities and guidelines are intended to be used in the preparation of the city's annual capital improvement program.  Scheduling of park projects may be influenced by changing financial conditions and limitations of particular funding sources.  The priority list will be reevaluated at least every three years.  Priorities may also be reorganized in consideration of community needs and the long‑range financial ability of the city. 

·
Acquire and develop neighborhood park space in existing developed neighborhoods that are deficient of such space. 

·
Complete recreation facilities in existing neighborhoods.

·
Improve existing neighborhood parks throughout the urban area.

·
Acquisition and development of neighborhood parks in new growth areas shall continue to be funded by development fees, such as Urban Growth Management (UGM) program fees.  When 95 percent of the target funding has been collected in a UGM park service area, all designated parks in that service area shall be built within two years, unless precluded by development restrictions.

·
Recognize community parks as a special need in areas that lack these facilities and explore all potential sources of revenue (including the addition of community park funding to the Urban Growth Management program) to secure appropriate sites and develop these recreational facilities.

·
Pursue the development of regional parks (combining both passive and active recreation uses) in southwest Fresno.

·
Cooperate with Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District and Fresno County to develop a regional park to serve the southeastern portion of the city.

·
Develop new special purpose recreation facilities as needed.
	(
	Update and simplify as warranted.

	F-2-b
	The city will ensure that the Parks and Planning and Development Departments coordinate their review and approval of all development entitlements (i.e., site plans, conditional use permits, and subdivisions) in order to implement open space standards.

·
The city will continue to require the provision of adequate recreational open space and facilities (e.g., easements or rights-of-way) as appropriate through mandatory dedication of land, requirements for improvements to land, and/or development fees, as a condition of approval or issuance of building permits for subdivisions and entitlements.

·
When a site designated for a park is part of a subdivision map, the city may require the subdivider to provide for the park in the project's development plans (consistent with state law and city policies, standards, and specifications for that type of park).

·
Where feasible and warranted, open space easements may be used to secure appropriate public use of sensitive areas with scenic or recreation values, and buffering space for sensitive areas. 

·
Wherever feasible, the city will encourage appropriate open space areas in private projects, in the form of trails, enhanced landscaped setbacks, parks, and water features (when the latter are developed as combined recharge and/or storm water runoff facilities).

·
Where feasible and warranted, the City of Fresno will encourage the renewal of existing public and private spaces (such as rehabilitated landfills, parking lots, obsolete industrial buildings, surplus schools, etc.) for parks and recreation purposes, and will evaluate other underutilized parcels (such as abandoned railroad rights-of-way) for potential mini-park sites or landscaped public areas.

·
Explore fee reductions/waivers and other permit processing incentives for development projects that allocate one percent or more of their project cost for recreational amenities on-site or in the vicinity of the project.

·
Explore a bonus development entitlement program in which development incentives (i.e., bonus densities, bonus floor area square footage) would be provided for contributions to public recreational facilities on-site or in the vicinity of the development project.
	(
	Update as warranted. Will be addressed in Development Code Update. 

	F-2-c
	The city will negotiate with Caltrans, other public agencies, and private property owners to develop remnant parcels along freeway corridors for appropriate recreational uses.
	(
	Active voice


