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	Objective

	The San Joaquin River Parkway Trail network will be a multipurpose recreational trail system designed to serve the following purposes:

· to provide for substantial public access to the river, and to scenic vistas on the bluffs above the river, while minimizing intrusion on private property.

· to provide transportation routes linking all types of recreational areas in the parkway.

· to provide a regional, integrated recreation system for pedestrian, equestrian, and nonmotorized wheeled activities.
	(
	Active voice. See F-7 and also E-15 and consider ways to consolidate these policies. Trails are discussed in both Public Facilities and Open Spaces elements, but can be cross-referenced instead.

	Implementing Policies

	A continuous, multipurpose San Joaquin River trail will connect recreation areas (including canoe put-in/take-out and rest areas) and will provide overlooks of the riverbottom and access to the river and natural reserves in some places.  When completed, there will be a continuous main multipurpose trail extending from Millerton Lake State Recreation Area at least as far west as Highway 99.

· The western terminus of the river's main multipurpose trail is currently proposed as a loop connecting both sides of the river.  This loop would link Riverside Golf Course on the Fresno side with the PG&E and day use area on the Madera side.  River crossings for this loop could be provided by improving the old sand and gravel haul route bridge downstream of Highway 99 and construction of a trail bridge upstream of the highway.

· Linkages (trail and/or canoe facilities) may be constructed farther west, between State Highways 99 and 145, if warranted by the following conditions:

· an expressed desire on the part of Fresno County and/or Madera County to extend the trail to link existing or planned recreational areas west of Highway 99.

· increased recreational use of this part of the river.

· future changes in land use patterns along this section of the river that are determined to create the need for additional recreational opportunities.

· identified needs for facilities and access to better control undesirable activities on this part of the river.
	?
	Active voice. Duplicate. Consolidate

	F-14-b
	A hierarchy of trails and bikeways in the parkway will provide a variety of recreational opportunities for hikers, joggers, walkers, bicyclists, persons in wheelchairs, and equestrians.
	X
	Integrate with above. 

	F-14-c
	The City of Fresno will continue to work toward the adoption of official plan lines for new segments of the San Joaquin River Trails and will actively pursue completion of these segments to ensure that adequate and appropriate public access to the San Joaquin River and the parkway is provided.
	(
	Status?

	F-14-d
	The San Joaquin River Conservancy and local governments will need to develop a logical sequence of construction phases for trail and bikeway segments in order to maximize the utility of the trail network as it emerges over time.
	X
	Keep only if a City action is specified. 

	F-14-e
	Planning of trail alignments should be sensitive to the following concerns:

· utilization of suitable existing road grades, access easements, and trails.

· potential for a route to be useful for transportation purposes as well as recreation.

· potential for a route to provide feeder trail connections.

· avoidance of existing residences, agricultural operations, and mineral extraction operations (including haul roads).

· avoidance of safety hazards.

· avoidance of steep grades.

· avoidance of routes that would require cutting into erodible soils (such as bluff strata).

· avoidance of environmentally sensitive areas, such as critical habitat for rare, threatened or endangered animal and plant species.

· minimizing the extent that trails traverse natural reserves.
	X
	Integrate with above; suggests deferred planning. 

	F-14-f
	The parkway trail network will have improvement standards to ensure durability, safety, and utility for intended purposes.

· Trail corridors should be of sufficient width to provide a scenic environment for trail users and to minimize impacts of trail use on adjacent land uses and natural resources.  Where feasible, a minimum width of 100 feet should be acquired for trail corridors.

· Trails should be sited at least 300 feet from the edge of active mining operations, and should be separated by physical barriers (such as fencing) and visual barriers (such as landscaping).

· Trails and related facilities should be closed, redesigned, or relocated when problems are documented (e.g., repeated inappropriate behavior, habitat disturbance, or safety violations), and it is not feasible to control or prevent these problems by alternative measures.

· Temporary trail closures may be necessary seasonally or at other times because of conditions such as flood hazard, agricultural spraying, or the presence of sensitive wildlife.  Trail segments that are subject to these closures shall be equipped with barrier structures (e.g., gates) and signage.

· Existing vegetation, or new plantings of suitable native plants, shall be used as a buffer to screen the trail pathway and adjacent land uses or sensitive habitat areas.

· Widths and construction methods of internal parkway trails will vary with the type of recreational area being accessed and potential use levels.

· Heavily traveled and main access segments of multipurpose trails will be durable enough for use by patrol, maintenance, fire suppression, and rescue vehicles.  These segments should have at least an 8-foot width of all-weather surfacing, with the trail and its auxiliary structures (culverts, bridges) engineered to support a 20-ton wheel load.

· Other segments of the trail network may be surfaced with impervious asphalt or concrete, or with granular permeable materials (such as gravel or quarry fines), depending on the level of use/access for that trail segment, the likelihood of soil erosion, the water content and drainage characteristics of the soil substrate, and the need for dust control.

· Multipurpose trails should be wide enough to accommodate pedestrian and bicycle uses safely.  The suggested minimum trail width for these dual uses is 12 feet.

· Where feasible, multipurpose trails will have separate, parallel pathways:  a firm (paved) surface up to 12 feet wide for cyclists, persons in wheelchairs, and other users who need or prefer a hard surface; and soft (granular material) surfaces 8 or more feet wide for hikers, joggers, and equestrian users.

· Bike components of the multipurpose trail network will be mapped and marked to serve a wide variety of bicyclists in and around the parkway.

· To accommodate children and families:  scenic, short loops under 10 miles in length with little competing traffic.

· To accommodate recreational and touring bicyclists:  longer scenic routes (20 to 50 miles) which may be more heavily traveled and may incorporate trail system bike paths and bikeways (marked bike lanes on public streets).

· To accommodate fitness and commuter bicyclists:  more efficient, higher-speed routes with less competing traffic.  Where practical, the multipurpose river parkway trail will be linked to non-parkway trails and bikeways.

· Where possible, separate trails will be constructed for equestrian use.  Equestrian trails will avoid sensitive habitat areas; wetlands prone to churning, erosion or compaction from horses' hooves; and areas being revegetated.

· In areas where a separate equestrian trail is not provided, additional granular-surfaced shoulder width will be provided along multipurpose trails to accommodate horseback riders.  When possible, physical barriers such as landscaping will be used to separate these equestrian paths from pedestrian/bicycle paths.

· In areas where there is not sufficient width to construct a standard multipurpose trail width (e.g., along berms; tracks where native vegetation should not be disturbed), trail uses can still occur by imposing controls on trail use.  Posting of signage and enforcement should be used to make these special regulations more effective.  These regulations may include speed limits for bicyclists and equestrians; a requirement that bicyclists stop and dismount in the vicinity of horseback riders; and other similar safety measures.

· Avoid trail alignments that cross active mining operation haul routes.  If crossings of haul routes are necessary, use grade separations where feasible.

· Internal ("side") trails, consisting of loops of varying lengths, will be routed off the main multipurpose alignment to pass through recreational areas, providing access and activity opportunities.

· In order to permit only pedestrian access to wildlife reserves and fishing areas, trails in these locations will be provided by low-impact footpaths.  These paths can be as narrow as two feet and should be surfaced with granular material or native soil.
	(
	Active voice.  Update as warranted.


