City of

FREE‘E‘% ::f Development and Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street, Third Floor Jennifer K. Clark, AICP, Director

Fresno, California 93721-3604
(559) 621-8277 FAX (559) 498-1012

TO:

FRESNO PLANNING COMMISSION

~a
THROUGH: JENNIFER K. CLARK, DIRECTOR ]/
FROM: SOPHIA PAGOULATOS, PLANNING MANAGE

RE:

DATE:

CONTINUED ITEM VII-A, PLAN AMENDMENT NO. A-15-001

JULY 8, 2015

The purpose of this memo is to inform you that the following revisions are made to the staff
report of July 1, 2015 pertaining to this item:

1

Request 21: On July 2, 2015, the applicant on these properties withdrew his request for
the stated land use change from Light Industrial to Residential Urban Neighborhood
pertaining to 11.28 acres of property at Veterans Boulevard and Sierra Avenue.

Therefore the current general plan land use of Light Industrial would remain on that
property (see revised Table 1, attached)

Request 23: This request, for Corridor Center/Mixed Use Dual Designation on a 9.01
acre site at the southwest corner of Minnewawa Avenue and Kings Canyon Road, has
been withdrawn by staff, after it was determined that the City Council already took action
on that item as proposed in December of 2014. Therefore the general plan dual
designation land use of Residential Medium Low is already established on that property
(see Table 1, attached).

Revised Tables: Staff revised Table 1 to reflect the above changes, and also updated
the overall change in land use quantities shown in Tables 2 and 3 by adjusting for the
withdrawn items (4, 21 and 23) , and the recommended staff denials of Requests 3 and
16. The revised quantities and Tables 2 and 3 now reflect the staff recommendation
(Tables 1-3 are attached).

Council District Plan Implementation Committees: All of the committees will have met
by the July 15" Planning Commission meeting and a summary of their recommendations
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will be provided by staff.

5. Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC): This body will consider the Plan Amendment at
its July 13", 2015 meeting. Staff will provide its recommendations at the July 15", 2015
Planning Commission meeting.

6. New Correspondence Received: a letter was received by Joan Caskey on July 9, 2015.
It is attached for your review and consideration.

The staff recommendation is hereby amended as follows, to reflect items 1 and 2, above:

i RECOMMEND APPROVAL (to the City Council) of the adoption of the Negative
Declaration prepared for Environmental Assessment No. A-15-001 dated June 11,
2015 for the proposed project.

2. RECOMMEND APPROVAL (to the City Council) of Plan Amendment Application No.
A-15-001, which proposes to amend the Fresno General Plan, the Bullard, Edison,
McLane, Roosevelt, West Area, and Woodward Park Community Plans, the Highway
City Neighborhood Specific Plan, the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the
Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan as shown on Table 1
in Exhibit B, with the following exceptions:

a. Requests 4, 21 and 23 shall be removed from Plan Amendment No. A-15-001
(withdrawn by-applicant); and
b. Requests 3 and; 16 and-23-shall be denied.

Enclosures:
1. Table 1
2. Tables2and 3
3. Caskey letter



Table 1: General Plan Land Use Map Potential Clean Up ltems

Page Land Use Change Land Use Request
ID. %] # Location Acres| Request "From" Change "To"
APN 487-180-03, 04, 05, 06, 10, and 11 at NW corner . . .
1 11 of Cedar and North Avenues 3.76 Heavy Industrial Light industrial
APN 313-280-72 at NE f Fowler A d
P 12 ° cornerof rowier Ave an 3.64 Residential Medium Community Commercial
fancher Creek Dr
Fancher Creek Trail east of Clovis Ave, west of Fowler 2.6 Regional Mixed-Use Open Space (Trail)
3 12 |Ave, north of Kings Canyon Rd, and south of Belmont 3.11|Residential Medium Low Open Space (Trail)
Ave 7.19 Residential Medium Open Space (Trail)
C Ri Ranch th of C Ave, t of . . . \ .
O_pper ver fanc (nm, o -opper 'e rasto Residential Medium Residential Urban
5 1 {Friant Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 3 Hioh Neizhborhood
579-074-01S at 1352 E. Copper River Dr & Elghhornoo
Colpper River Ranch {nor.th of Copper A\fe, east of Residential Medium . . .
6 1 |Friant Rd and west of Willow Ave}: portion of APN 295 High Residential Medium Low
579-074-545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave &
Cc?pper River Ranch (nor-th of Copper A\fe‘ east of Residential Medium L .
7 1 [Friant Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 10.08 Hioh Residential Medium
579-074-54S at 11479 N. Willow Ave &
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of ) . .
Residential M
8 1 iFriant Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-375 12.85 esidentia edF;liJmh Residential Medium Low
and portion of 545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave 8
Copper River Ranch {north of Copper Ave, east of . ] .
5.27 O S Residential Med
3 1 Friant Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-425 pen wpace esidential Medium
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Residential Medium ) A )
26.82 R | M
10 | 1 |ciant Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-785 High esidential Medium
11 1 Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of 531 RESTIERLE wreu:ln‘u: Residential Medium
Friant Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 1.35| Community Commercial Residential Medium
Copper River Ranch {north of Copper Avenue, east of
12 1 [{Friant Road and west of Willow Avenue): portion of 12{ Community Commercial Residential Mediurn High
APN 579-074-655
APN 512-050-56 (3670 N. Grantland Ave, Fresno . . .
18.95 Residential High B P
13 / County, just south of Ashlan Ave)} esidential g usiness Park
- - 7 . Ki j
14 12 APN 313-040-55 {6781 E. Kings Canyon Rd just west 4.98 Office Business Park
of Temperance Ave)
APN 481-100-08 and 481-130-15 (2518 and 2530 S. ) .
15 13 Clovis Ave just north of lensen Ave) 13.49 Office Business Park
APN 472-050-22 (711 5. Minnewawa Avenue, Fresno Corridor/Center Mixed
16 12 {County) and 472-050-02 (SE corner of Kings Canyon 3.06 Use Residential Medium Low
Rd and Minnewawa Ave)
APN 512-050-19 and 512-130-12 (3832 and 3888 N.
17 7 an ( an 18.75 Residential High Residential Medium
Grantland Ave, Fresno County)
N 442 - W. Clinton Ave, T t
18 | s |¥F 060-33 (3508 W. Clinton Ave, Fresno County | ) ocl e i dential Medium Low|  Residential Medium High
just west of Valentine Ave)
19 4 |APN 504-081-355 (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 0.89 Park Community Commercial
Residential Urb
20 4 {APN 504-081-385 (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 2.67 ESId?n tal Urban Community Commercial
. _ Neighborhood
Universal Park: APN 510-170-48T (5780 W, . . .
22 7 Gettysberg Ave) and 510-030-267 7.87 Reszdentaél Medium Low Park
:
Finai Map 6067: APN 310-270-10, 11, and 12
inai Ma : -270-10, 11, an on . . . , . .
24 14 P . ) 23.31 Residential Medium Residential Medium Low
Locan Ave just north of Shields Ave




a. APN 509-030-69S (NE corner of Figarden Dr at

10.17{ Community Commercial Residential Medium
Gates Ave)
Residential Urb
25 | 6 |b. APN 509-030-725 {5613 N. Gates Ave) 3.23} Community Commercial esigential brban
Neighborhood
¢. APN 509-030-748 (5550 N. Figarden Dr) 8.22] Community Commercial Residential Medium High
AT Ry RETY FalKTAPWN A30-Z2 =21 T TH6UDE, 3 B!ank Park
26 10 [Harvey Avenue at SW corner of Chestnut Ave and
LAY 19710 0.38 Residential Medium Park
i i Residential Medi
Mission Ranch (NW of Hughes Ave and Kearney Blvd): I'%e5|dent|a| Urban esl er'ma . edium Low
27 9 5 Neighborhood {Dual| (Dual Designation Land Use
APN 464-020-13 ) .
Designation Land Use Map}
Rosi - - - ey
Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes Ave and Kearney Blvd): ’ esidential Urban RESIder_wtlal Med;um ow
28 9 5 Neighborhood (Dual] (Dual Designation Land Use
part of APN 464-060-17 . i
Designation Land Use Map)
29 9 Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes and California 20.89 Residential High (Dual Residential Medium Low
Avenues): APN 477-021-09 ) Designation tand Use {Dual Designation Land Use
30 9 Mission Ranich (SW corner of Hughes and California 20 Residential Medium Residentiat Medium Low
Avenuesh APN 477-021-10, 11 and part of 14 {Dual Designation Land {Dual Designation Land Use
APN 417-240-03 and 402-220-60 (8462 and 8468 N.
. . . il
31 2 Friant Rd at NE corner of N. Friant Rd and Fresno St) 15.94 Office Community Commercia
32 11 |Calwa Hotel: APN 487-122-02 (3978 E. Calwa Ave) 0.25 Residential Medium Neighborhood Mixed-Use
APN 404-071-45 (NW corner of Chestnut and Alluvial
33 | 2 ( ner 18.52|  Residential Medium|  Residential Medium High
Avenues)
Resi ial Medi Resi ial
34 | 6 [APN500-020-355 (5351 N. Salinas Ave.) 12.28 esidential Medium esidential Urban
High Neighborhood
35 5 APN 403-030-07 {1801 E. Shepherd Ave) at SE corner 28 Residential Medium Residential Urban
Shepherd and Chance Avenues ) High Neighborhood
GUNNAr ARAros Fgarden: AP I 71010, 15,1626 16.99 Office Regional Mixed-Use
and 27 {5210, 5240, 5250, 5260 and 5292 N. Palm - -
Corridor/Center Mixed- ) .
36 3 JAve) 417-231-16, 17 and 19 {5200 and 5204 N. Palm 2.33 Use Regional Mixed-Use
Ave), 417-240-03 and 37 (507 and 525 W. San Jose X - - -
Ay 2.38|Residential Medium Low Regional Mixed-Use
1.8 Office Commercial General
APN 507-030-125T (6985 N. Brawley Ave at the SW -
37 5 6.25 Office Clear Zone
corner of Herndon and Brawiey Avenues)
3.93 Office Residential Medium
Eis Family Trust: APN 509-290-07 {5633 N,
38 6 i ner Ny s { 2.29 Office Community Commercial
Figarden Dr)
39 | 14 {APN 310-201-12 (3605 N, Armstrong Ave) 2.45 Residential Low Residential Medium Low
APN 456-030-34T and part of APN 456-030-51 (5445
40 12 {and 5471 E. Belmont Ave) at NW corner Belmont and 5 Neighborhood Park Residential Medium High
DaWitt Avenues
Part of APN 508-110-475 {5126 W. Mission A d
a1 6 arto { ission Ave) an 0.45 Residential Medium Commercial General

508-119-46S (5185 N Golden State Blvd)
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July 9, 2015

Jennifer K. Clark, Director

Development and Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street, Room 3076

Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Epvironmental Assessment Number: FA No. A-15-001
ftem No. 34: 5351 North Salinas Avenue, Fresno, California (12.28 acres)
Located at Salinas Avenue and San Jose Avenue, Northwest Fresno

Dear Ms. Clark:

This letter is being sent in response to the request to change the zoning designation for
the above listed property.  The change would be from Residential Medium High back to
Residential Urban Neighborhood as listed in the August 9, 2012 Initiation Drafi General Plan
Land Use. .

As a longtime resident in this neighborhood I have witnessed first-hand the successes and
failures in the original planning and subsequent changes to the planning for this area. Although
everyone purports to project the future when making the day to day changes it is clear that in this
area many mistakes have been made.

At long last there remains one small undeveloped parcel of land. That property is 5351
North Salinas Avenue. Currently this parcel of tand is surrounded by a canal, two ponding
basins, apartments and residential homes. In addition, San Jose Avenue, which was built to
become a major road, was supposed to go right through this property.

Since the recent construction of two small housing developments and a large 224 unit
fwo-story apartment complex all on Salinas Avenue, traffic congestion and noise have increased
in the neighborhood. This area already has many large apartment complexes in close proximity-
all currently have vacancies which indicate more available apartments than demand. We do not
want or need extra traffic which will be further magnified if, and when, San Jose Avenue is
opened up to meet Bullard Avenue,

In addition, we are painfully aware of how one bad apartment compiex can destroy an
entire area. This is in reference to Brierwood Apartments located just off Salinas Avenue. It is
well documented how crime took over the area once these apartments were built. 1f not for The
Northwest POP Team who were very active in the area in responding to and combating gang
activity including drive by shootings, our neighborhood would’ve been as violent and
unattractive as so many other areas of Fresno. We know first-hand the impact that certain types
of apartments can have on an arca.

We are concerned that if the zoning is allowed to go back to Residential Urban
Neighborhood status that it could potentially discourage the building of residential homes or up-
scale apartment units, The change to Residential Medium High was made for a reason and 1
believe that reason was because 1t would be a better fit for this area. According to the attached
chart the City of Fresno Staff Preferred Land Use was Residential Medium High. See Exhibif 1-
3 pages. [December 5, 2014 Land Use Change Requests — 1., #43--5351 N. Salinas Avenue]
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While we are open to development of the property we do not feel a need for more density
in the area. We have very little green space, walking space or breathing space. Traffic
congestion and noise needs to be addressed as well. Although there are no plans at this time for
building on this property, allowing the change back to Residential Urban designation would

allow larger apartment units to be built. Again, we are vehemently against that for all the
reasons detailed above.

On a second note, we are suggesting a better means for the Noticing by the City. While
we are thankful for the placement of the notice on the property, the actual notice was placed
basically in the roadway and just a few feet off the ground. Ihad to sit in the dirt to read it. It
was mentioned that the notice was also published in the Fresno Bee. Currently I do not take the
Fresno Bee and would never see it in that publication. I do not think I am the only one who has

stopped taking the Fresno Bee newspaper. I am not sure what can be done about this, but it is
worth a discussion at the very least.

Again, thank you for considering our concerns. We feel the change back to Residential
Urban Neighborhood is not needed at this time and the property should remain as currently
zoned for Residential Medium High.

L

Thank you. ,,} &
{ o
ﬁkfu»/ Laakle )

~ Aoan Caskey

.~ 5344 N. Salinas Avenue

Fresno, CA 93722

H. (559) 275-5466

W. (559) 487-5002 Ext. 229

Enclosures (3 pages)

cc: Steve Brandau, Councilmember District 2
| §ephia Pagoulatos, Supervising Planner

/
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%Esﬁ—%% REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION | AGENDA ITEM NO. VIII-B
o COMMISSION MEETING 7-1-15

APPROVED BY
July 1, 2015
FROM: DANIEL ZACK, Assistant Directo )
Development and Resource Manag nt Depariment
BY: SOPHIA PAGOULATOS, Supervising Planner

Development Services Division

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF PLAN AMENDMENT APPLICATION NO. A-15-001 AND
RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NO. A-15-001 FOR PROPERTY

LOCATED ON WITHIN THE PLANNING AREA OF THE FRESNO GENERAL
PLAN

RECOMMENDATION

Upon consideration of staff evaluation, it can be concluded that proposed Plan Amendment
Application No. A-15-001 as modified, is appropriate for the project sites. Therefore, staff
recommends the Planning Commission take the following actions:

1 RECOMMEND APPROVAL (to the City Council) of the adoption of the Negative
Declaration prepared for Environmental Assessment No. A-15-001 dated June 11,
2015 for the proposed project.

2. RECOMMEND APPROVAL (to the City Council) of Plan Amendment Application No.
A-15-001, which proposes to amend the Fresno General Plan, the Bullard, Edison,
McLane, Roosevelt, West Area, and Woodward Park Community Plans, the Highway
City Neighborhood Specific Plan, the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the
Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan as shown on Table 1
in Exhibit B, with the following exceptions:

a. Request 4 shall be removed from Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 (withdrawn
by applicant); and
b. Requests 3, 16 and 23 shall be denied.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 was filed by the City of Fresno Development
and Resource Management Director and includes 41 requests for land use changes
pertaining to £394 acres of property located within the Fresno General Plan Planning Area.
The applicant proposes to amend the Fresno General Plan, the Bullard, Edison, McLane,
Roosevelt, West Area, and Woodward Park Community Plans, the Highway City
Neighborhood Specific Plan, the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the Fresno
Chandler Executive Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan, as noted in Table 1 and related
maps in Exhibit B. The changes are proposed to the General Plan land use map only; no text
changes are proposed. The Plan Amendment application was filed pursuant to City Council
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action on December 18, 2014 for consideration of various general plan modifications and
clean-up items. It should be noted that the modifications consist of the following four types
(refer to Table 1 in Exhibit B).:

1. Requests referred back to staff by City Council at the General Plan adoption hearing on
December 18, 2014 (Requestst1-21)

2. General Plan LLand Use Map Caorrections {(Requests 22-32);

3 Requests to revert back to the land use shown on the initiation draft of the General Plan
(Requests 19, 33-35); and

4.  City-Initiated Requests (36-41).

Request 4 was withdrawn at the request of the applicant. City staff supports all of the changes
except requests 3, 16 and 23.

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDING

An environmental assessment initial study was prepared for this project in accordance with
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (see Exhibit
E). This process included the distribution of requests for comment from other responsible or
affected agencies and interested organizations.

Preparation of the environmental assessment necessitated a thorough review of the proposed
project and relevant environmental issues and considered previously prepared environmental
and technical studies pertinent {o the Plan area, including the Fresno General Plan Master
Environmental Impact Report (MEIR SCH No. 2012111015). These environmental and
technical studies have examined projected sewage generation rates of planned urban uses,
the capacity of existing sanitary sewer collection and treatment facilities, and optimum
alternatives for increasing capacities; groundwater aquifer resource conditions; water supply
production and distribution system capacities; traffic carrying capacity of the planned maijor
street system; and, student generation projections and school facility site location identification.

The proposed plan amendment was determined to not be fully within the scope of the recently
updated MEIR SCH No. 2012111015 as provided by the CEQA, as codified in the Public
Resources Code (PRC) Section 21157.1(d) and the CEQA Guidelines Section 15177(c)
because a plan amendment is proposed which would change the land use designated in the
general plan for the various sites. It has been further determined that all applicable general
plan policies and mitigation measures of MEIR SCH No. 2012111015 have been applied to the
project, to assure that the project will not cause significant adverse cumulative impacts, growth
inducing impacts and irreversible significant effects beyond those identified by SCH No.
2012111015 as provided by CEQA Section 15178(a). In addition, pursuant fo Public
Resources Code, Section 21157.6(b)(1), staff has determined that no substantial changes
have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was certified and that
no new information, which was not known and could not have been known at the time that the
MEIR was certified as complete, has become available. Therefore, it has been determined
based upon the evidence in the record that the project will not have a significant impact on the
environment and that the filing of a negative declaration is appropriate in accordance with the
provisions of CEQA Section 21157.5(a)(2) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15178(b)(1) and (2).
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ft should be noted that the analysis showed that there were no additional project-specific

mitigation measures required; therefore the environmental assessment resulied in a negative
declaration.

Based upon the attached environmental assessment and the list of identified MEIR mitigation
measures, staff has determined that there is no evidence in the record that the project may
have a significant effect on the environment and has prepared a negative declaration for this
project. A public notice of the attached negative declaration finding for Environmental

Assessment Application No. A-15-001 was published on June 11, 2015 with no comments or
appeals received fo date.

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS

On December 18, 2014, prior to adoption of the General Plan, the City Council considered
several plan modification requests divided into Categories A, B and C. Category B requests
were those that staff believed required further analysis prior to adoption. Council referred
those items back to staff. Those items (described in 1 below), in addition to three additional

modification types, are included in Plan Amendment A-15-001 as follows (refer to table and
map in Exhibit B):

1. General Plan modification requests referred back to staff by City Councit at the General
Plan adoption hearing on December 18, 2014 (Requests 1-21)

These include mostly requests by developers and property owners.

2. General Plan Land Use Map Corrections (Requests 22-32);
These requests, mostly made by planning staff, include map typos, adjustments
reflecting new parks or other existing uses, adjustments to park site dual designations,
and incorporation of plan amendments approved between General Plan initiation and

adoption that were not incorporated on the land use map.

3. Requests o revert back to the land use shown on the initiation draft of the General Plan
(Requests 19, 33-35);

City Council directed that these requests be granted if no additional environmental
impacts resulted from the changes.

4. City-Initiated Requests (36-41).

These include requests on city-owned properties and other city staff initiated requests.

The requests in all four categories were reviewed by planning staff and evaluated for
consistency with general plan policies. In addition, a general plan level environmental analysis
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was conducted for the sites. None of the proposed changes caused environmental impacts
beyond those evaluated in the General Plan MEIR. It should be noted however, that the
general plan level environmental analysis does not preclude the need for further site specific
environmental analysis once a project is proposed on a particular site.

Taken together as a whole, if all of the proposed changes were made, the result would be an
overall reduction of 88 dwelling units and 903,445 commercial square feet. Dwelling units
shifted mainly from residential high and residential medium high densities to residential urban
neighborhood, regional mixed use and medium and medium low densities (see Tables 2 and 3
in Exhibit C). Land designated for parks also increased by about 5 acres with the proposed
modifications. Commercially designated land mainly shifted from office info community
commercial, general commercial, and regional mixed use, while light and heavy industrial
designations decreased and business park designation increased.

It should be noted that the overall reduction in housing units resuliing from the proposed
changes was greater in the environmental assessment, which assumed maximum densities or
“worst case” when calculating the population changes, and also included further dwelling unit
reductions for land that is a “dual designation” land use, i.e. a secondary land use layer on a
park site. For the final analysis, however, the proposed changes were evaluated using the mid-
range densities and floor area ratios that were the basis for calculating land use capacity in the
general plan. Changes to dual designations are depicted separately in Table 3 (Exhibit C)
since these did not change the primary land use of park.

All but three requests were found to be consistent with the General Plan and recommended for

approval. The requests recommended for denial are listed below with staff’s justification for
the recommendation:

Request 3: Fancher Creek Trail proposes to be redesignated from regional mixed use (2.0
acres, residential medium low (3.11 acres) and residential medium (7.19 acres) planned land
uses to Open Space (Trail). Staff is recommending denial because trails are not a designated
open space category on the general plan land use map. Granting the request would require all
of the trails across the city to be designated on the land use map. The City Council has
directed the City Manager, through the budget, to initiate a Citywide Parks and Trails Master

Plan. All parks and trails will be analyzed in that planning process which will result in a future
plan amendment.

Request 16: Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Located on the southeast corner of Kings Canyon
Road and Minnewawa Avenue, this request proposes to redesignate 3.06 acres of
Corridor/Center Mixed Use to Residential Medium Low planned land use. Since this is a Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) corridor and the site is within a 10 minute walk of a BRT station, staff
believes the medium low planned land use would not take advantage of the opportunities
provided by a mixed use BRT corridor, and maintains that the highest and best use would be
Corridor/Center mixed use. If it were redesignated to medium low density, the result would be
a single family subdivision backing onto Kings Canyon Avenue with a wall, which would not
enhance the safety or commercial viability of the corridor.
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Request 23: Bus Rapid Transit Corridor Located on the southwest corner of Kings Canyon
Road and Minnewawa Avenue, this request proposes 1o redesignate 9.02 acres of
Corridor/Center Mixed Use to Residential Medium Low planned land use. The justification is
the same as that above, however the land use in question is dual designation—the primary
land use on the site is park.

Council District Plan Implementation Commitiee

The Council District Plan implementation Committees are meeting on this item between July 1
and July 158™.

Public Nofice and Comment

June 11, 2015- Environmental Assessment published in the Fresno Bee.

June 19, 2015 — Public Hearing Notice published in the Fresno Bee and all properties posted.

Airport Land Use Commission

Requests 27 and 28 (Mission Ranch sites) and Request 37 (Herndon/Brawley site) will be
reviewed by the Airport Land Use Commission prior to City Council adoption.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the proposed project is consistent with the goals and policies of the newly
adopted General Plan. Approval of Plan Amendment A-15-001 as recommended by staff
promotes reinvestment by facilitating quality development in existing neighborhoods, preserves
neighborhood character by proposing land uses that are compatible with the surrounding uses,
and protects property values by supporting infill development on currently vacant property. In
addition, it avoids or mitigates potentially significant adverse environmental impacts.

These factors have been evaluated as described above and by the accompanying
environmental assessment. Upon consideration of this evaluation, it can be concluded that

Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 is appropriate for all of the project sites except as
noted above.

Exhibits:

Exhibit A: Vicinity Map

Exhibit B: Table 1 and Map Guide
Exhibit C: Tables 2 and 3

Exhibit D Correspondence

Exhibit E: Environmental Assessment No. A-15-001
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Table 1: General Plan Land Use Map Potential Clean Up ltems

Map
Page Land Use Change tand Use Request
D #] # Location Acres Request "From" Change "To"
APN 487-180-03, 04, 05, 06, 10, and 11 at NW corner of
3.76 H | i i i
1 11 Cedar and North Avenues eavy Industrial Light Industrial
APN 313-280-72 at NE corner of Fowler Ave and Fancher
2 12 3.64 Residential Medium Community Commercial
Creek Dr
) o ) 2.6 Regional Mixed-Use Open Space {Trait)
3 12 Fancher Creek Trail east of Clovis Ave, west of Fowler Ave, T Rosidential Madi | 5 —
"7 Inorth of Kings Canyon RBd, and south of Belmont Ave - esidential Medium Low pen Space (Trait)
7.29 Residential Medium Open Space {Trail)
e ey R , i . L MadieA
LR
s A e e e G . / i
Copper River Ranch {north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd ) .
. . ! _ ) , . ) Residential Urhan
5 1 |and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074-015 at 3| Residential Medium High i
e . Neighborhood
1352 E. Copper River Dr
Copper River Ranch {north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd
6 1 jand west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074-545 at 2.95 Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd
7 1 {and west of Willow Ave}: portion of APN 579-074-545 at 10.08| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd
8 1 land west of Willow Ave}: APN 579-074-375 and portion of 12.85| Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd )
5.27 i i i
9 1 1 |and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-425 and 44 Open Space Residential Medium
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd . . ) .
2. . . .
10 1 and west of Willow Avel: APN 579-074-785 6.82| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
" 1 Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant Rd 5.31] Residential Medium High Residential Medium
and west of Willow Ave}: portion of APN 579-074-685 1.35]  Community Commaercial Residential Medium
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Avenue, east of
12 1 |Friant Road and west of Willow Avenue): portion of APN 12 Community Commercial Residential Medium High
579-074-655
APN 512-050-56 (3670 N. Grantland Ave, Fresno County, . ]
1317 [ ( . Y 18.95 Residential High Business Park
just south of Ashlan Ave)
APN 313-040-55 (6781 £. Kings Canyon Rd just west of
14 i2 [ & Y : 3.98 Office Business Park
Temperance Ave)
APN 481-100-08 and 481-130-15 {2518 and 2530 S. Clovis
15 | 13 . ( 13.49 Office 8usiness Park
Ave just north of Jensen Ave)
APN 472-050-22 (711 S. Minnewawa Avenue, Fresno
16 12 {County) and 472-050-02 (SE corner of Kings Canyon Rd and 3.06] Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low
Minnewawa Ave)
APN 512-050-19 and 512-130-12 (3832 and 3888 N. . X . . . .
17 7 _ 18.75 Residential High Residential Medium
Grantland Ave, Fresno County)
APN 442-060-33 (3508 W. Clinton Ave, Fresno County just . . . . . .
18 3 , ( v 4.65]  Residential Medium Low Residential Medium High
west of Valentine Ave)
19 & JAPN 504-081-35S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 0.89 Park Community Commercial
20 4 |APN 504-081-38S {Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 2.67 Reﬂdgntlal Urban Residential Medium High
Neighborhood
21 4 |APN 504-081-39S and 40S {Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave} 11.28 Light Industrial Residential Medium High
Universal Park: APN 510-170-48T (5780 W. Gettysherg Ave) . , .
22 7 and 510-030-26T 7.87| Residential Medium Low Park
APN 472-022-12 and APN 472-022-05 {718 and 81C S. Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low
23 12 [Minnewawa Ave, Fresno County) at SW corner of 9.02| (Dual Designation Land Usej  (Dual Designation Land Use
Minnewawa Ave and Kings Canyon Rd Map) Map)
Final Map 6067: APN 310-270-10, 11, and 12 on Locan Ave . . . .
24 14 | P . v 23.31 Residential Medium Residential Medium Low
just north of Shields Ave




APN 509-030-69S (NE corner of Figarden Dr at Gates Ave),

21.60 Community € ial Residential Medium-Higl
25 1 © 1725 (5613 N. Gates Ave) and 745 (5550 N. Figarden Dr) ommuntty -ommerea esidential Medium High
76 10 Martin Ray Reilly Park: APN 456-221-217 (4806 £. Harvey 3 Blank Park
Avenue at SW corner of Chestnut Ave and HWY 180} 0.38 Residential Medium Park
Residential Urha Residenti i
Mission Ranch (NW of Hughes Ave and Kearney Blvd): APN ] ) esiaential vrban et er'1 fal Medium How
27 9 464-020-13 5 Neighborhood (Dual|  {Dual Designation Land Use
Designation Land Use Map) Map)
Residential Urban Residential Medium Low
Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes A d Kearney Blvd): part
28 9 ofIAPN 4644}60("17 & ve and Kearney Blvd): pa 5 | Nfeighborhood {Dual} (Dual Designation Land Use
Designation Land Use Map) Map}
39 9 Misston Ranch {SW of Hughes and California Avenues): 20.89 Residential High {Dual|Residential Madium Low (Dual
APN 477-021-09 7| besignation Land Use Map) Designation Land Use Map)
30 9 Mission Ranch {SW corner of Hughes and California 20 Residential Medium (Dual| Residentiai Medium Low (Dual
Avenues): APN 477-021-10, 11 and part of 14 Designation Land Use Map) Designation Land Use Map)
APN 417-240-03 and 402-220-60 {8462 and 8468 N. Friant .
15.94 Office Community C ial
31 2 Rd at NE corner of N. Friant Rd and Fresno St) > e ormmunity Lommercia
32 11 |Calwa Hotel: APN 487-122-02 (3978 E. Calwa Ave) 0.25 Residential Medium Neighborhood Mixed-Use
. APN 404-071-45 (NW er of Chestnut and Alluvial
33 pl ( corner oFLhesinut an uvia 18.52 Residential Medium Residential Medium High
Avenues)
Residential Urb
34 | 6 |APN 509-020-355 (5351 N. Salinas Ave.) 12.28|  Residential Medium High estaential brban
Neighborhood
APN 403-030-07 (1801 £. Shepherd Ave} at St corner ) ) . ) Residential Urban
2.8; Residential Medium High
35 2 Shepherd and Chance Avenues ! '8 Neighborhood
Gunnar Andros Figarden: APN 417-140-14, 15, 16, 26 and 16.99 Office Regional Mixed-Use
P 10, 5249, 52 2 . -
36 | 3 [*7(5210,5240,5250, 5260 and 5292 N. Palm Ave} 417-231177, Sob'e o e eenter Mixed-Use Regional Mixed-Use
16, 17 and 19 {5200 and 5204 N. Palm Ave), 417-240-03
and 37 (507 and 525 W. San Jose Ave) 2.38| Residential Medium Low Regional Mixed-Use
1.8 Office Commercial General
APN 507-030-125T {6985 N. Brawley Ave at the SW corner - -
37 5 6.25 Dffice Clear Zone
of Herndon and Brawley Avenues)
3.93 Office Residential Medium
38 6 |Eisner Family Trust: APN 509-290-07 {5633 N. Figarden Dr) 2.29 Office Community Commaercial
39 14 |APN 310-201-12 (3605 N. Armstrong Ave) 2.45 Residential Low Residential Medium Low
APN 456-030-347 and part of APN 456-030-51 (5445 and
40 12 15471 E. Belmont Ave)} at NW corner Belmont and DeWwitt 5 Neighborhood Park Residential Medium High
Avenues
Part of APN 508-110-475 {5126 W. Mission Ave) and 508-
a1 b ° { ) .45 Residential Medium Commercial General

119-465 {5185 N Goiden State Blvd)
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General 2035 Plan

Dear Sophia Pagoulatos

Our family currently resides on 2 parcels outside the city jurisdiction but within the future growth zone. The 2035 plan
zones our properties as High / Medium Density, while it was zoned Medium Density. After consulting with various
people we have become concerned over the change of zoning for 3888 N Grantland Ave. and our adjacent parcel 3832 N
Grantland Ave. (both of which are owned hy the Wiliam H Carter trust et al.) These properties have been worked as a
ranch over the years but recently we have been holding this land with the intention of selling with a zoning of Medium
Density. This zoning makes the most logical sense hecause of the remoteness of the property, even with the schools and
Proposed Granville Westlake development. To expect this zoning to take off on the periphery of the city with no
commercial centers we feel is not well founded, The best zoning for these parcels remains Medium Density which still
encourages dense growth over sprawl but allows developers to continue to use their time tested models. Finding
developers to develop parcels such as these is difficult and will negatively impact our ability to sell these parcels and
contribute 1o Fresno’s responsible growth in this area. We need to sell our properties in the next couple of years
because of my Mothers declining health and her needs are increasing. At this time in our lives a rezoning to High Density
would noi be helpful to my family as far as marketing our properties. There are a number of head winds facing us
already; Granville has no plans for building in this area for extended amount of time, they have lease the Waestlake
property and have planted Almond trees. Recently Central Unified was turned down by the State for matching funds to
huild the High School (hopefully that will change). | contacted several Professionals in the Realty Industry, they told me
there are possible buyers for these properties with a Medium Density zoning and absolutely no interest in High density
especially in our area. With all these head winds facing us now a High Density rezoning will make it impossible to sell and
get a reasonable return on our investment of 34 years. I'm asking you and the City of Fresno to weigh all of this and for
some flexibility in making your decision to grant our request to keep our existing Medium Density zoning. It's just not a
reasonable fit for us.

Thank you for time and service.
Allen E Carter
3888 N Grantland Ave.

Fresno Ca 93723 (559} 277-1489



FANCHER CREEK PROPERTIES
Lance-Kashian & Company
260 K. River Park Circle, Suite 150
Fresno, California 93720
Phone (559) 438-4800 Facsimile (559) 438-4802

June 15, 2015

Ms. Jennifer Clark
2600 Fresno Street
Room 3065

Fresno, CA 93721

RE: EA No. A-15-001: Land Use Change ID #4 - Fancher Creek
Town Center

Ms. Clark,
This letter is to formally request and confirm our undevstanding that

ID #4, Land Use Request from Regional Commercial to Ponding
Basin for two acres of Fancher Creek Town Center: portion of APN
313-021-01 and 313-101-24 on Clovis Ave and Tulare Ave

will be removed from FA No. A-15-001 (see attached).

We also appreciate your prompt response last week to our request to
remove the ponding basin from the list of land use changes and to leave
the land use for the aforementioned parcels as regional commercial.

Again, thank you for your assistance with this matter. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me at (559) 999-2484.

Respectfully,
\ \ PN / ’
¢ f H

N T T Vb
[ AN S U L S S
JLALAN L ;

Marisa Sigala
Jonsultant to Fancher Creek Properties
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Sophia Pagoulatos

From: leffrey Roberts <JRoberts@gvhomes.coms>
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2015 11:30 AM

To: Sophia Pagoulatos

Ce: Jennifer Clark; Mike Sanchez

Subject: EA No, 15-001

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Good morning Sophig,

{ left you a voicemail message this morning regarding this same topic. | noticed page 6C of the June 11, 2015 Fresno Bee
identifies 41 changes to the General Plan that staff is going to move forward through the hearing process at the
Planning Commission and City Council in the month of July, 2015. | have spoked with Director Clark and Mike Sanchez
regarding an additional change in the “Mission Ranch” area that we would like to see considered with the other 41
items. | will be present at both the Planning Commission and City Council hearings to discuss this item.

Specifically, there is a 40 acre “Park” designaticn that appears on our “Mission Ranch” project area at the south of
California Avenue and west of Hughes Avenue. While our company has been and remains very supportive of trails and
parks being incorporated into Master Planned Residential projects, we believe that the large park illustrated on the plan
should have been removed during the Plan Update process in December, 2014 when the City Council made a decision to
lower the land use designation for the Mission Ranch project area.

On an earlier version of the Draft General Plan, the area was once planned for very high and mixed densities by City Staff
and the large park area may have “made sense”. Now that the General Plan has been adopted and the surrounding area
is planned for a much lower overall density, the very large park is no longer necessary. it is our intention to plan for a
series of smaller parks throughout the “Mission Ranch” area that will be utilized by the future residents and other
members of the public and maintained by a CFD. { Community Facilities District )

I am not aware of any plans that the City of Fresno has 1o purchase the 40 acre property and develop a park at this
location. We would appreciate it if the City could remove the park designation from our property so that we may plan
for future development utilizing the Medium Low Density Residential designation that will apply to all of our other land
in “Mission Ranch”. Additionally, we would like this request incorporated into the Environmental Document ( MND / EA
2015-001 } so that the Council may act on the requested action.

Thank you very much and feel free 1o contact me if you have any questions about this topic.

leffrey T. Roberis

Granville Homes

Passion, Cormmitment & Innovation Everlasting
1396 W. Herndon Suite 101, Fresno, CA 93711

559.436.0900 / fax 559.436.1659 / cell 559.288.0688



Exhibit E:
Environmental Assessment




CITY OF ERESNO Notice of Intent was filed with:
[MITIGATED] NEGATIVE DECLARATION
FRESNO COUNTY CLERK
— 2221 Kern Street
The full Initial Study and the Master ENVIRONMENTAL Fresno, California 93721
Environmental Impact Report SCH No. | ASSESSMENT
2012111015 are on file in the NUMBER: on
Development and Resource
Management Department, EA No. A-15-001 June 11, 2015
Fresno City Hall, 3rd Floor
2600 Fresno Street
Fresno, California 93721
(559) 621-8277
APPLICANT: PROJECT LOCATION:
The City of Fresno All modifications under consideration fall within the City of
Development and Resource Fresno General Plan Planning Area, which includes all
Management Department areas within the City's current City limits, the areas within
Development Services Division the current Sphere of Influence (SOI), the City's
2600 Fresno Street, Rm. 3076 Wastewater Treatment Plant, and an area north of the
Fresno, California 93721 City's most northeasterly portion of the City. See attached
Contact: Sophia Pagoulatos, table for specific locations.
Supervising Planner
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 proposes to amend the Fresno General Plan, the
Bullard, Edison, McLane, Roosevelt, West Area, and Woodward Park Community Plans, the
Highway City Neighborhood Specific Plan, the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the
Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan, as noted in the table below. The
Plan Amendment application was filed pursuant to City Council action on December 18, 2014 for
consideration of various general plan modifications and clean-up items.

See attached table for specific locations.

The City of Fresno has conducted an initial study of the above-described project and it has been
determined to be a subsequent project that may not be fully within the scope of the Master
Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 prepared for the Fresno General Plan.
Therefore, the Development and Resource Management Department proposes to adopt a Negative
Declaration for this project.

With General Plan policies and Master EIR mitigation measures imposed, there is no substantial
evidence in the record that this project may have additional significant, direct, indirect or cumulative
effects on the environment that are significant and that were not identified and analyzed in the MEIR.
After conducting a review of the adequacy of the MEIR pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section
21157.6(b)(1), the Development and Resource Management Department, as lead agency, finds that
no substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was
certified and that no new information, which was not known and could not have been known at the
time that the MEIR was certified as complete has become available. The project is not located on a




Notice of Intent to File [Mitigated] Negative Declaration
EA No. A-15-001

June 11, 2015

Page 2 of 2

site which is included on any of the lists enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code
including, but not limited to, lists of hazardous waste facilities, land designated as hazardous waste
property, hazardous waste disposal sites and others, and the information in the Hazardous Waste and
Substances Statement required under subdivision (f) of that Section.

Additional information on the proposed project, including the proposed environmental finding of a
mitigated negative declaration, initial study and all documents and technical studies referenced in the
initial study, as well as electronic copies of documents, may be obtained from the Development and
Resource Management Department, Fresno City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, Third Floor-North, Room
3076, Fresno, California 93721-3604. Please contact Sophia Pagoulatos at (559) 621-8061 for more
information.

ANY INTERESTED PERSON may comment on the proposed environmental finding. Comments must
be in writing and must state (1) the commentor's name and address; (2) the commentor’s interest in,
or relationship to, the project; (3) the environmental determination being commented upon; and (4) the
specific reason(s) why the proposed environmental determination should or should not be made.
Comments may be submitted at any time between the publication date of this notice and close of
business on July 1, 2015. Please direct all comments to Sophia Pagoulatos, City of Fresno
Development and Resource Management Department, City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, Third Floor-
North, Room 3076, Fresno, California, 93721-3604; or by email, Sophia.Pagoulatos@fresno.gov ; or
by facsimile, (659) 498-1026. Para informacién en espafol, comuniquese con Sophia Pagoulatos al
teléfono (559) 621-8062.

PREPARED BY: SUBMITTED BY:

Sophia Pagoulatos, Planner /
aéagou atds,

DATE: June 11, 2015 ;DEVELOPMENT & RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

Exhibit A: Initial Study Impact Checklist and Initial Study
Attachments: (Appendix G)

Exhibit B: Master Environmental Impact Report No. SCH No.
2012111015 General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist




CITY OF FRESNO Filed with:
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A

E201510000151

[MITIGATED] NEGATIVE DECLARATION ” ﬂ:' E
EA No. A-15-001 Environmental Assessment No.
A-15-001for General Plan Clean Up JUN 112015 g am
By FRESNO COU C}@K
BEPUTY
APPLICANT:
The City of Fresno

FRESNO COUNTY CLERK
Development and Resource Management Department 2221 Kern Street, Fresno, CA 93721

Development Services Division

2600 Fresno Street, Rm. 3076

Fresno, California 93721

Contact : Amoldo Rodriguez, Planning Manager

PROJECT LOCATION:

All modifications under consideration fall within the City of - "
Fresno General Plan Planning Area, which includes all '
areas within the City's current City limits, the areas within
the current Sphere of Influence (SOI), the City's Wastewater
Treatment Plant, and an area north of the City's most
northeasterly portion of the City. See attached table for
specific locations.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 proposes to amend the Fresno General Plan, the
Bullard, Edison, McLane, Roosevelt, West Area, and Woodward Park Community Plans, the
Highway City Neighborhood Specific Plan, the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the
Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan, as noted in the table below. The
Plan Amendment application was filed pursuant to City Council action on December 18, 2014 for
consideration of various general plan modifications and clean-up items.

See attached table for specific locations.

The City of Fresno has conducted an initial study of the above-described project and it has been
determined to be a subsequent project that is not fully within the scope of the Master Environmental
Impact Report (MEIR) prepared for the Fresno General Plan (SCH # 2012111015). Therefore, the
Development and Resource Management Department proposes to adopt a [Mitigated] Negative
Declaration for this project.

[With the project specific mitigation imposed], there is no substantial evidence in the record that this
project may have additional significant, direct, indirect or cumulative effects on the environment that
are significant and that were not identified and analyzed in the MEIR. After conducting a review of the
adequacy of the MEIR pursuant to Public Resources Code, Section 21157.6(b)(1), the Development




and Resource Management Department, as lead agency, finds that no substantial changes have
occurred with respect to the circumstances under which the MEIR was certified and that no new
information, which was not known and could not have been known at the time that the MEIR was
certified as complete, has become available. The project is not located on a site which is included on
any of the lists enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code including, but not limited
to, lists of hazardous waste facilities, land designated as hazardous waste property, hazardous waste
disposal sites and others, and the information in the Hazardous Waste and Substances Statement
required under subdivision (f) of that Section.

Plan Amendment A-15-001 and the proposed environmental finding have been scheduled to be heard
by the Planning Commission on July 1, 2015 and by the City Council on July 16", 2015. The hearing
will be held in the Fresno City Council Chambers located at Fresno City Hall, 2" Floor, 2600 Fresno
Street, Fresno, Califomnia, 93721. Your written and oral comments are welcomed at the hearing and
will be considered in the final decision.

Additional information on the proposed project, including the proposed environmental finding of a
[mitigated] negative declaration and the initial study may be obtained from the Development and
Resource Management Department, Fresno City Hall, 2600 Fresno Street, 3rd Floor Fresno, Room
3070, California 93721-3604. Please contact Sophia Pagoulatos at (559) 621-8062 for more
information. Para informacién en espafiol, comuniquense con Sophia Pagoulatos (al nimero de
teléfono anteriormente mencionado).

ANY INTERESTED PERSON may comment on the proposed environmental finding. Comments
must be in writing and must state (1) the commentor's name and address; (2) the commentor's
interest in, or relationship to, the project; (3) the environmental determination being commented upon;
and (4) the specific reason(s) why the proposed environmental determination should or should not be
made. Any comments may be submitted at any time between the publication date of this notice and
close of business on July 1, 2015. Please direct comments to Sophia Pagoulatos, Supervising
Planner, City of Fresno Development and Resource Management Department, City Hall, 2600 Fresno
Street, Room 3076, Fresno, California, 93721-3604; or by email to Sophia.Pagoulatos@fresno.gov;
or comments can be sent by facsimile to (559) 498-1026.

INITIAL STUDY PREPARED BY: SUBMITTED BY:

Sophia Pagoulatos, Supervising Planner %

Daniel Zack, Assistant Director

DATE: June 11, 2015 CITY OF FRESNO DEVELOPMENT AND
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
DEPARTMENT

CAO0033010




Land Use Change

Land Use Request

iD. # Location Acres Request "From" Change "To"
APN 487-180-03, 04,05, 06, 10, and 11 at NW corner
e, . e . Heavy | i Light Industrial
1 of Cedar and North Avenues 3.76 eavy Industrial ght Industri
2 APH SH3-280°72 St NE[CaGner B EowWIr Aveiand 3.64 Residential Medium Community Commercial
Fancher Creek Dr
Fancher Creek Trail east of Clovis Ave, west of Fowler
3 |Ave, north of Kings Canyon Rd, and south of Belmont 14,71 Undesignated Open Space
Ave
Fancher Creek Town Center: portion of APN 313-021-01 . . )
2 i P B
4 and 313-101-24 on Clovis Ave at Tulare Ave egional [Gammerclal onding Basin
Copper River Ra nt':h (north of Co;?per Ave, east of Friant . . . . Residential Urban
5 |[Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 3| Residential Medium High .
I Neighborhood
01Sat 1352 E. Copper River Dr
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
6 |Rdand westof Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 295| Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
5453t 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
7 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 10.08| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
8 |[Rd and westof Willow Ave): APN 579-074-37S and 12.85| Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
portion of 545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant . . .
9 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-425 and 445 | > Open Space esidential [ediupn
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant . ) . . ) . )
10 Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-785 26.82| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant RESE Meditm ngha(<:5r'e351)
11 ([Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 6.66 , . Residential Medium
685 Community Commercial
(1.35 acres)
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Avenue, east of
12 |Friant Road and west of Willow Avenue): portion of 12 Community Commercial Residential Medium High
APN 579-074-65S
APN 512-050-56 (3670 N. Grantland Ave, Fresno . ] ; .
! 18.95 Residential High Business Park
13 County, just south of Ashlan Ave} e e il
14 APN 313-040-55 (6781 E. Kings Canyon Rd just west of 8.98 Office Business Park
Temperance Ave)
15 APN'481-1(')0-08 and 481-130-15 (2518 and 2530 S. 13.49 Office Business Park
Clovis Ave just north of Jensen Ave)
APN472-050-22 (711 S. Minnewawa Avenue, Fresno
16 |County)and 472-050-02 (SE corner of Kings Canyon Rd| 3.06| Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low
and Minnewawa Ave)
APN 512-050-19 and 512-130-12 (3832 and 3888 N. . . . . }
1 Residential idential Med
17 Grantland Ave, Fresno County) 4 esidential High Resident! Hum
P | AL Cli
1g |APN442-060-33 (3508 W. Clinton Ave, Fresno County | 4 eol  pogidential Medium Low|  Residential Medium High
just west of Valentine Ave)
19 |APN504-081-35S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 0.89 Park| Residential Medium High
20 |APN504-081-38S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 2,67 Resnde'ntlal Lirban Residential Medium High
Neighborhood
APN 504- - i
21 C3-98HE335 Bns405] (vetendns (Blvd endisitrra 11.28 Light Industrial| Residential Medium High

Ave)




Universal Park: APN 510-170-48T (5780 W. Gettysberg

7.87 Residential Medium Low Park

22 | ,\/e) and 510-030-26T cent! am
APN 472-022-12 and APN 472-022-05 (718 and 810 S. Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low

23 |Minnewawa Ave, Fresno County) at SW corner of 9.02| (Dual Designation Land Use| (Dual Designation Land Use
Minnewawa Ave and Kings Canyon Rd Map) Map)

24 Flna.I Map 6067: APN 310-270-10, 11, and 12.0n locan | 4 5 Residential Medium|  Residential Medium Low
Ave just north of Shields Ave
APN 509-030-69S (NE corner of Figarden Dr at Gates

25 |Ave), 725 (5613 N. Gates Ave) and 74S (5550 N. 21.60 Community Commercial| Residential Medium-High
Figarden Dr)

Martin Ray Reilly Park: APN456-221-21T (4806 E. Blank (3 acres) and

26 |Harvey Avenue at SW corner of Chestnut Ave and HWY 3.38| Residential Medium (0.38 Park

180) acres)
Residential Urban Residential Medium Low
Mission Ranch (NW of Hughes Ave and Kearney Blvd): : : : .
27 APN 464-020-13 5 Neighborhood (Dual | (Dual Designation Land Use
Designation Land Use Map) Map)
Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes A T: BIvd): Residential Urban Residential Medium Low

28 alrsts:;r;‘,;rf“ 060017 lghies dve and Keanpey Bivdis 5 Neighborhood (Dual | (Dual Designation Land Use
i Designation Land Use Map) Map)

29 Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes and California 20.89 Residential High (Dual (Du:Tsl:')::?t:altih::dL:aurE Il-.los:
Avenues): APN 477-021-09 ' Designation Land Use Map) B Ma

30 Mission Ranch (SW corner of Hughes and California =0 Residential Medium (Dual (Du:Tsé::?t:;lﬁr\::dL;unr: 'Ss:
Avenues): APN 477-021-10, 11 and part of 14 Designation Land Use Map) B Map)
APN 417-240-03 and 402-220-60 (8462 and 8468 N. ] ; .

15.94 Office C nity Commercial

31 Friant Rd at NE corner of N. Friant Rd and Fresno St) I ommunity I

32 |Calwa Hotel: APN 487-122-02 (3978 E. Calwa Ave) 0.25 Residential Medium| Neighborhood Mixed-Use

33 [APN404-071-45 (NW corner of Chestnutand Alluvial | g c) Residential Medium| Residential Medium High
Avenues)

34 |APN509-020-355 (5351 N. Salinas Ave.) 1228 Residential Medium High ikl

_Neighborhood
APN 403-030-07 (1801 E. Shepherd Ave) at SE corner ; . ) ; Residential Urban
} Residential Med High

35 Shepherd and Chance Avenues 2.8 b — Neighborhood
Gunnar Andros Figarden: APN 417-140-14, 15, 16, 26 Office (16.99 acres),

36 and 27 (5210, 5240, 5250, 5260 and 5292 N. Palm Ave) 21.7 Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Rexional Mixed-U
417-231-16, 17 abd 19 (5200 and 5204 N. Palm Ave), */1(2.33 acres) and Residential eglonal Mixed-Use
417-240-03 and 37 (507 and 525 W. San Jose Ave) Medium Low (2.38 acres)

Commercial General (1.8),
APN 507-030-12ST (6985 N. Brawley Ave at the SW
37 corner of Herndon ;nd Brawle Ave\:wes) 16.48 Office IESPZomel(S 122 ant
Y Residential Medium (8.43)
Ei i : -290- .Fi

38 D|rs)ner Family Trust: APN 509-290-07 (5633 N. Figarden 229 Office Community Commercial

39 |APN310-201-12 (3605 N. Armstrong Ave) 245 Residential Low Residential Medium Low
APN 456-030- i

40 [F456:020°34 T conerBeiimontany Ol 4 Neighborhood Park| Residential Medium High
Avenues)

fA -110- . Missi
41 Part of APN 508-110-475 (3126 W. Mission Ave) and 0.45 Residential Medium Commercial General

508-119-46S (5185 N Golden State Blvd)

E201510000151 *




MODIFIED APPENDIX G TO ANALYZE
SUBSEQUENT PROJECT IDENTIFIED IN MEIR SCH No. 2012111015

Environmental Checklist Form
For EA No. A-15-001

Project Title:
Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001, General Plan Clean Up

Lead agency name and address:

City of Fresno

Development and Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street

Fresno, CA 93721

Contact person and phone number:

Sophia Pagoulatos, Supervising Planner

City of Fresno

Development & Resource Management Department
(559) 621-8063

Project location:
Various locations within the current City of Fresno Sphere of Influence and Planning
Boundary as detailed in the map and table below.

Project sponsor's name and address:

City of Fresno

Development and Resource Management Department
2600 Fresno Street

Fresno, CA 93721

General plan designation: See Map and Table below

Zoning: NA

Description of project: Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 proposes to
amend the Fresno General Plan, the Bullard, McLane, Edison, Roosevelt, West Area, and
Woodward Park Community Plans, the Highway City Neighborhood Specific Plan, the
Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan, and the Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land
Use Compatibility Plan, as noted in the map and table below. The Plan Amendment
application was filed pursuant to City Council action on December 18, 2014 for
consideration of various general plan modifications and clean-up items.
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Land Use Change

Land Use Request

ID. # Location Acres| Request "From" Change "To"
APN 487-180-03, 04, 05, 06, 10, and 11 at NW corner
P Em EEe 3.76 H Industrial Light Industrial
1 of Cedar and North Avenues =Sl IELTTS 1ght Industria
2 APN 313-280-72 at NE corner of Fowler Ave'and 3.64 Residential Medium Community Commercial
Fancher Creek Dr
Fancher Creek Trail east of Clovis Ave, west of Fowler
3 |Ave, north of Kings Canyon Rd, and south of Belmont 14.71 Undesignated Open Space
Ave
a Fancher Creek Town Cenjcer: portion of APN 313-021-01 ) Regional Commercial Ponding Basin
and 313-101-24 on Clovis Ave at Tulare Ave
Copper River Ra n<.:h (north of Co;?per Ave, east of Friant ' . ' ' Residential Urban
5 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 3 Residential Medium High Neighborhood
01S at 1352 E. Copper River Dr &
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
6 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 2.95| Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
54S at 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
7 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 10.08| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant
8 |Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-37S and 12.85| Residential Medium High Residential Medium Low
portion of 545 at 11479 N. Willow Ave
9 Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant 5.27 o S Residential Medi
Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-42S and 44s | ™ pen space esicentiag Medium
Copper River Ranch {north of Copper Ave, east of Friant . . . . . . .
10 Rd and west of Willow Ave): APN 579-074-78S 26.82| Residential Medium High Residential Medium
; i igh (5.
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Ave, east of Friant st Mesium Hig a(csr:sl)
11 [Rd and west of Willow Ave): portion of APN 579-074- 6.66 . . Residential Medium
685 Community Commercial
(1.35 acres)
Copper River Ranch (north of Copper Avenue, east of
12 |Friant Road and west of Willow Avenue): portion of 12 Community Commercial| Residential Medium High
APN 579-074-65S
13 APN 512.-050-56 (3670 N. Grantland Ave, Fresno 18.95 Residential High Business Park
County, just south of Ashlan Ave)
14 APN 313-040-55 (6781 E. Kings Canyon Rd just west of 398 Office Business Park
Temperance Ave)
15 APN'481-1(.)0-08 and 481-130-15 (2518 and 2530 S. 13.49 Office Business Park
Clovis Ave just north of Jensen Ave)
APN 472-050-22 (711 S. Minnewawa Avenue, Fresno
16 |County)and 472-050-02 (SE corner of Kings CanyonRd | 3.06| Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low
and Minnewawa Ave)
17 [API A0S 0RISRanGISHZ W02 (5832 and BEEEIL 14 Residential High Residential Medium
Grantland Ave, Fresno County)
18 APN 05080 (3_508 oY EliEon 4ve, Giesno County 4.65 Residential Medium Low| Residential Medium High
just west of Valentine Ave)
19 |APN504-081-35S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 0.89 Park| Residential Medium High
Residential
20 |APN 504-081-38S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra Ave) 2.67 e5|de'n fal Urban Residential Medium High
Neighborhood
21 APN 504-081-39S and 40S (Veterans Blvd and Sierra-3- 1128 Light Industrial| Residential Medium High

Ave)




Universal Park: APN 510-170-48T (5780 W. Gettysberg

7.87 Residential Medium Low Park

22 Ave) and 510-030-26T I I
APN 472-022-12 and APN 472-022-05 (718 and 810 S. Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Residential Medium Low

23 |Minnewawa Ave, Fresno County) at SW corner of 9.02( (Dual Designation Land Use| {Dual Designation Land Use
Minnewawa Ave and Kings Canyon Rd Map) Map)

24 Fma.l Map 6061 AP,N SHOSZ7OSI0, HeT, Adrl2:0n FOEan 23.31 Residential Medium Residential Medium Low
Ave just north of Shields Ave
APN 509-030-69S (NE corner of Figarden Dr at Gates

25 [Ave), 725 (5613 N. Gates Ave) and 74S (5550 N. 21.60 Community Commercial| Residential Medium-High
Figarden Dr)

Martin Ray Reilly Park: APN 456-221-21T (4806 E. Blank (3 acres) and

26 |Harvey Avenue at SW corner of Chestnut Ave and HWY 3.38| Residential Medium (0.38 Park
180) acres)

Mission Ranch (NW of Hughes A 4K Blvd): Residential Urban Residential Medium Low

27 Al;ls\ls:lz: ozr;cls SharLBIES GVE ang EEaliey] SINaL 5 Neighborhood (Dual| (Dual Designation Land Use

hend Designation Land Use Map) Map)
Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes A dK Blvd): Residential Urban Residential Medium Low

28 IS:I(;;P:ITM 060017 ugnes Ave and Rearney Blvay: 5 Neighborhood (Dual| (Dual Designation Land Use
parto i Designation Land Use Map) Map)

29 Mission Ranch (SW of Hughes and California 20.89 Residential High (Dual (DuF;TSIQ(::'ntrI\aalti“::dLlaunrz I[fsv:
Avenues): APN 477-021-09 ) Designation Land Use Map) '8 Map)

30 Mission Ranch (SW corner of Hughes and California 20 Residential Medium (Dual (DUZTSS::?tZIt:\S:dL;u:; I[;‘Z
Avenues): APN 477-021-10, 11 and part of 14 Designation Land Use Map) g Map)
APN 417-240-03 and 402-220-60 (8462 and 8468 N. ) . .

15.94 Offi C Co al

31 Friant Rd at NE corner of N. Friant Rd and Fresno St) 'c8 S/ SCMIMEKE

32 |[Calwa Hotel: APN 487-122-02 (3978 E. Calwa Ave) 0.25 Residential Medium| Neighborhood Mixed-Use

33 APN 404-071-45 (NW corner of Chestnutand Alluvial 18.52 Residential Medium| Residential Medium High
Avenues)

34 |APN 509-020-355 (5351 N. Salinas Ave.) 12.28| Residential Medium High Residential Urbar)

Neighborhood
APN 403-030-07 (1801 E. Shepherd Ave) at SE corner . . . . Residential Urban
. Residential Medium High

35 Shepherd and Chance Avenues & I € '8 Neighborhood
Gunnar Andros Figarden: APN 417-140-14, 15, 16, 26 Office (16.99 acres),

36 and 27 (5210, 5240, 5250, 5260 and 5292 N. Palm Ave) 917 Corridor/Center Mixed-Use Regional Mixed-U
417-231-16, 17 abd 19 (5200 and 5204 N. Palm Ave), “"1(2.33 acres) and Residential cglonal Wixed-Us¢
417-240-03 and 37 (507 and 525 W. San Jose Ave) Medium Low (2.38 acres)

APN 507-030-125T (6985 N. Brawley Ave at the SW _||j Commercial General (1.8),

37 corner of Herndon and Brawley Avenues) Bl Office Clear Zone (6.25) and

d Residential Medium (8.43)
i ily T 5 - - . Fi

38 Elrs)ner Family Trust: APN 509-290-07 (5633 N. Figarden 229 Office Community Commercial

39 |APN310-201-12 (3605 N. Armstrong Ave) 2.45 Residential Low| Residential Medium Low

40 APN 456-030-34T (NW corner Belmont and DeWwitt 4 Neighborhood Park| Residential Medium High
Avenues)

41 PaftOPAEN SC5-140- 4751520, IVISSIBA AVE)and 0.45 Residential Medium Commercial General

508-119-46S (5185 N Golden State Blvd)
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Summary of Land Use Changes Requested above:

Increase

Decrease in Net
Land Use Category in Acreage | Acreage | Change

Residential Low -2.45 0 -2.45
Residential Medium Low -14.90 104.53 89.63

Residential Medium -66.55 71.26 4,71

Residential Medium High -76.09 75.61 -0.48
Residential High -53.84 0 -53.84

Residential Urban Neighbhd -12.67 18.08 5.41
Undesignated -17.71 0 -17.71
Community Commercial -34.95 21.87 -13.08

Regional Commercial -2.00 0 -2.00

Commercial General 0.00 2.25 2.25
Office -74.17 0 -74.17

Neighborhood Mixed Use 0.00 0.25 0.25
Corridor/Ctr Mixed Use -14.41 0 -14.41
Regional Mixed Use 0.00 21.7 21.70
Business Park 0.00 41.42 41.42

Light Industrial -11.28 3.76 -7.52

Heavy Industrial -3.76 0 -3.76

Ponding Basin 0.00 2 2.00

Park -4.89 11.25 6.36

Open Space -5.27 14.71 9.44

Clear Zone 0.00 6.25 6.25

TOTALS -394.94 394.94 0.00

A qualitative environmental evaluation of the land use requests provided in the tables above is
provided below. The evaluation determines if the potential effects are new significant effects or
substantial changes to the environmental evaluation provided in the General Plan Master EIR
(SCH No0.2012111015).

As discussed in the City of Fresno General Plan the potential environmental impacts were
identified in three categories. These categories included (1) issues found to be significant and
unavoidable, (2) issues found to be less than significant with mitigation measures, and (3)
issues found to have no impact or less than significant without mitigation measures.

With the implementation of the land use requests identified in the above table, the issues that
were identified as significant and unavoidable in the Master EIR (MEIR) will continue to cause
significant and unavoidable impacts. These issues include aesthetics (visual character and
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illumination of the dark sky), agricultural resources (loss of farmland and removal of Williamson
Act contract land), air quality (criteria air pollutants and toxic air contaminant pollutant
concentrations), cultural resources (removal of historic resources), greenhouse gas emissions
(increase in emissions beyond the Year 2020), noise (exceed noise standards and substantial
permanent increase in noise standards), transportation and traffic (exceed levels of service
thresholds for facilities under County of Fresno, City of Clovis, and Caltrans jurisdictions), and
utility and service systems (construction impacts related to agriculture and air quality). The
traffic volumes associated with the land use requests above would decrease within the
Planning Area by at least 19,813 daily trips. This will further reduce air and greenhouse gas
emissions. The land use requests will still contribute to potential significant and unavoidable
impacts related to aesthetics, agricultural resources, cultural resources, noise, and
utility/service systems. However, the land use requests will not substantially increase the
severity of the impacts that were addressed in the Master EIR.

The issues found to be less than significant with mitigation measures in the MEIR will continue
to be less than significant with mitigation measures when the above land use requests are
incorporated into the proposed General Plan and Development Code Update. These issues
include biological resources (habitat, plan and wildlife species, and wetlands), cultural
resources (archaeology, paleontology, and human remains), hazards (airport and emergency
response plan), hydrology (groundwater supplies and polluted runoff), public services
(construction of facilities), and utilities/service systems (capacities for water, sewer, drainage,
and landfill facilities). The mitigation measures that were identified for each of these
environmental issues will be required with the implementation of each of the above land use
requests, when applicable. The implementation of these measures is anticipated to reduce
potential significant impacts to less than significant impacts for each of these issues.

The issues found to have no impact or less than significant impacts without mitigation
measures will continue to have no impact or less than significant impacts without the need for
any mitigation measures when the above land use requests are incorporated into the proposed
General Plan and Development Code Update. These issues include geology and soils,
hazardous materials, land use and planning, noise (groundborne vibration, construction noise,
and aircraft noise), population and housing, transportation and traffic (roadways within the
City's jurisdiction and emergency access), and mineral resources. The land use change
requests may increase these environmental impacts; however, the level of impact will continue
to be less than significant and no mitigation measures will be required.

Based on the environmental review contained in the MEIR and in this document, the proposed
land use change requests identified in the tables above would not result in any new significant
or substantial changes to the evaluation of the environmental resources within and outside of
the Planning Area beyond those that were addressed in the MEIR.



It should be noted that this environmental assessment does not eliminate the need for further
site specific environmental assessment upon development of the subject sites if warranted by
site specific conditions or general plan policies.

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21157.1(b) and CEQA Guidelines 15177(b)(2),
the purpose of this MEIR initial study is to analyze whether the subsequent project was
described in the Master Environmental Impact Report SCH No. 2012111015 and whether the
subsequent project may cause any additional significant effect on the environment, which was
not previously examined in (MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 (“MEIR”) adopted for the updated
Fresno General Plan.

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the
checklist on the following pages.

Agriculture and

Aesthetics Fgrestry Resources Air Quality

Biological Resources Cultural Resources Geology /Soils

Greenhouse Gas Hazards & Hazardous Hydrology / Water

Emissions Materials Quality

Land Use / Planning Mineral Resources Noise

Population / Housing Public Services Recreation
Mandatory Findings

Transportation/Traffic Utilities / Service of Significance

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
and that it is fully within the scope of the MEIR and Air Quality MND because it
would have no additional significant effects that were not examined in the
MEIR or the Air Quality MND such that no new additional mitigation measures
or alternatives may be required. All applicable mitigation measures contained
in the Mitigation Monitoring Checklist shall be imposed upon the proposed
project. A FINDING OF CONFORMITY will be prepared.

X_ | find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
but that it is not fully within the scope of the MEIR because the proposed
project could have a significant effect on the environment that was not
examined in the MEIR . However, there will not be a significant effect in this
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case because General Plan Policies and MEIR mitigation measures reduce the
impact to less than significant. All applicable mitigation measures contained in
the MEIR Mitigation Monitoring Checklist will be imposed upon the proposed
project. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR
but that it MAY have a significant effect on the environment that was not
examined in the MEIR , and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is
required to analyze the potentially significant effects not examined in the MEIR
pursuant to Public Resources Code Sectlon 21157.1(d) and CEQA Guidelines
15178(a)

EVALUATION OF ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS NOT ASSESSED IN THE
MEIR :

1. For purposes of this MEIR Initial Study, the following answers have the corresponding
meanings:

a. “No Impact” means the subsequent project will not cause any additional significant
effect related to the threshold under consideration which was not previously examined
in the MEIR .

b. “Less Than Significant Impact” means there is an impact related to the threshold under
consideration that was not previously examined in the MEIR , but that impact is less
than significant;

c. “Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporation” means there is a potentially
significant impact related to the threshold under consideration that was not previously
examined in the MEIR , however, with the mitigation incorporated into the project, the
impact is less than significant.

d. “Potentially Significant Impact” means there is an additional potentially significant effect

related to the threshold under consideration that was not previously examined in the
MEIR .

2. A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
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be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards
(e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-
specific screening analysis).

3. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-
site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well
as operational impacts.

4. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one
or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is
required.

5. A "Finding of Conformity" is a determination based on an initial study that the proposed
project is a subsequent project identified in the MEIR and that it is fully within the scope of
the MEIR and Air Quality MND because it would have no additional significant effects that
were not examined in the MEIR or the Air Quality MND.

6. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant
Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation
measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level
(mitigation measures from Section XVII, "Earlier Analyses," may be cross-referenced).

7. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR or MIER, or
other CEQA process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative
declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion should identify the
following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were
within the scope of and adequately analyzed in the MEIR or another earlier document
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed
by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or
refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they address site-specific
conditions for the project.

8. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a
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previously prepared or outside document should, where appropriate, include a reference to
the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

9. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used
or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

10.This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats;
however, lead agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are
relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever format is selected.

11.The explanation of each issue should identify:

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance

Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Significant
with
Mitigation

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Incorporat
ed

|. AESTHETICS -- Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect
on a scenic vista?

b) Substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and X
historic buildings within a state scenic
highway?

c¢) Substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of the site X
and its surroundings?

d) Create a new source of substantial
light or glare which would adversely
affect day or nighttime views in the
area?
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a. Scenic Vista
The General Plan identifies six locations along the San Joaquin River bluffs as scenic vistas.

Although the City has no additional designated scenic vistas, distant views of highly valued
features such as the San Joaquin River, the foothills of the Sierra Nevada, and the Downtown
Fresno buildings are provided in within the Planning Area and could be considered scenic
resources.

San Joaquin River Views

Eight sites listed in Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001 are located in the Copper River
Ranch area and their locations range from within % to 2 mile of the San Joaquin River
Parkway area. The general plan designated scenic vista that is located closest to the proposed
land use changes is over one mile to the south of the Copper River Ranch development, near
Champlain and Friant Roads.

All but one of the eight Copper River Ranch properties proposed for modifications are internal
to the development and would not be visible from Friant Road, a scenic expressway which
provides public viewing of the San Joaquin River area. Site #5 of the proposed plan
amendment is a 3-acre site located along the western boundary of the Copper River Ranch
development along the east side of Friant Road and is proposed for a land use change from
residential medium high to residential urban neighborhood. This development would not
impede public views of the river area, as it is on the east side of Friant Road, and any impacts
to private views from within the development would not be affected due to the internal
orientation of the sites and the flat topography of the area.

Sierra Foothill Views

No public views to the Sierra Foothills would be affected by the proposed plan amendment.
Downtown Skyline Views

No view of the downtown skyline would be affected by the proposed plan amendment.
State Scenic Highways

According to the California Department of Transportation mapping of State Scenic Highways
(http://www.caltrans.ca.gov/hg/LandArch/scenic_highways/fresno.htm), the County of Fresno
does not have any officially designated State Scenic Highways, but has three eligible State
Scenic Highways. The nearest eligible highways are east of the Planning Area along State
Route 180 (approximately 7 miles east of the Planning Area) and along State Route 168 east
of the City of Clovis (approximately 5 miles east of the Planning Area). Since there are no
eligible or officially designated State scenic highways within the Planning Area, future
development in accordance with the General Plan and Development Code Update would not
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impact a designated state scenic highway. The eligibility of the three State Scenic Highways
near the Planning Area, scenic resources located within the highway segments or its viewshed
would not be impacted by future development either. Therefore, future development within the
Planning Area would not impact scenic resources within a state scenic highway located well
outside of the Planning Area.

Since there are no officially designated State Scenic Highways within the City of Fresno, no
impacts to these resources will occur as a result of the plan amendment.

b. Visual Character

To reduce potential visual character impacts within the Planning Area, the General Plan
includes a myriad of urban design-related objectives and policies within the Urban Form, Land
Use and Design Element and the Mobility and Transportation Element.

Since these policies apply to all property developed within the planning boundary, impacts to
visual character are less than significant. Key policies are listed below:

Urban Form, Land Use and Design Element

Policy D-2-a. Design Requirements for Gateways. Consider unified design requirements for
gateways to welcome travelers to the City’s Activity Centers.

Policy D-3-c. Local Streets as Urban Parkways. Develop local streets as "urban parkways,",
where appropriate, with landscaping and pedestrian spaces.

Policy D-4-f. Design Compatibility with Residential Uses. Strive to ensure that all new non-
residential land uses are developed and maintained in a manner complementary to and
compatible with adjacent residential land uses, to minimize interface problems with the
surrounding environment and to be compatible with public facilities and services.

Policy LU-5-g. Scale and Character of New Development. Allow new development in or
adjacent to established neighborhoods that is compatible in scale and character with the
surrounding area by promoting a transition in scale and architectural character between new
buildings and established neighborhoods, as well as integrating pedestrian circulation and
vehicular routes.

Objective D-4. Preserve and strengthen Fresno’s overall image through design review and
create a safe, walkable and attractive urban environment for the current and future generations
of residents.

Policy D-6-b. Consider adopting and implementing incentives for, and support efforts by,
private development to incorporate culturally-specific architectural elements in areas with a
predominant ethnic population.
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In addition, the General Plan identifies Scenic Corridors within the plan area that have special
visual character that should be preserved. These corridors are the following:

« Van Ness Boulevard — Weldon to Shaw Avenues

« Van Ness Extension — Shaw Avenue to the San Joaquin River Bluff
« Kearney Boulevard — Fresno Street to Polk Avenue

« Van Ness-Fulton couplet — Weldon Avenue to Divisadero
o Butler Avenue — Peach to Fowler Avenues

« Minnewawa Avenue — Belmont Avenue to Central Canal
» Huntington Boulevard — First Street to Cedar Avenue

« Shepherd Avenue — Friant Road to Willow Avenue

« Audubon Drive — Blackstone to Herndon Avenues
 Friant Road — Audubon to Millerton Roads

« Tulare Avenue — Sunnyside to Armstrong Avenues

« Ashlan Avenue — Palm to Maroa Avenues

The following sites included in the proposed plan amendment are located adjacent to the
identified Scenic Corridors, and with the application of General Plan Policy MT-3-a, which calls
for the preservation and enhancement of scenic qualities along scenic corridors or boulevards,
potential impacts to scenic corridors are less than significant.

Site #2 (APN # 313-280-72): 3.64 acres on the northeast corner of Tulare/Fancher Creek Drive
and Fowler Avenue

Site #5 (APN 579-074-018, portion): 3 acres on the northeast corner of East Copper River
Drive and Friant Road

Site #16 (APN 472-050-02, 22): 3.06 acres on the southeast corner of Kings Canyon Road and
Minnewawa Avenue

Site #23 (APN 472-022-12): 9.02 acres on the southwest corner of Minnewawa Avenue and
Kings Canyon Road

Site #28 (APN 464-060-17, portion): 5 acres on the south side of Kearney Blvd between Marks
and Hughes Avenues

c. Light or Glare

Light or glare in an urban area is typically generated by street lights, exterior lighting systems
on private and public property, exterior lighting from buildings, and vehicular headlights, new
iluminated signs, and lighting systems to illuminate active play areas.
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The primary impacts from light and glare are spillover onto adjacent light sensitive uses such
as residences. The GP MEIR includes mitigation measures that require that lighting be
shielded and directed away from light sensitive uses.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the aesthetic related mitigation
measures. as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report No.
(MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated
June 11, 2015.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with

Impact Mitigation
Incorporated

Less
Than
Significa
nt Impact

No Impact

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
RESOURCES: In determining
whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to the California
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared
by the California Dept. of
Conservation as an optional model to
use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. -- Would
the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on
the maps prepared pursuant to the X
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?
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Less Than

Potentially | Significant #ﬁ:‘,‘
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Sianifica No Impact
Impact Mitigation ntgim act
Incorporated P
b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act X

contract?

c¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code X
section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non- X
forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the
existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result X
in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use?

The California Department of Conservation established the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program (FMMP) in 1982. The FMMP produces maps and statistical data used for analyzing
impacts on California’s agricultural resources. Agricultural land is rated according to soil
quality and irrigation status. The best quality land is called Prime Farmland with additional
categories, including Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, and Farmland of
Local Importance. Based on the FMMP, there are approximately 9,550 acres of Prime
Farmland, approximately 2,911 acres of Unique Farmland, and approximately 2,355 acres of
Farmland of Statewide Importance for a total of approximately 14,816 acres within the
Planning Area. Based on existing farmland data received from the Fresno County Assessor’s
Office Land Use Codes that was provided by City staff, there is a total of approximately 11,714
acres that have agricultural operations.

With the implementation of the General Plan and Development Code Update, the
approximately 15,903 acres of FMMP-designated farmland and approximately 11,714 acres of
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existing farmland are anticipated to be converted to uses other than agriculture. This
conversion is a significant impact on agricultural resources.

However, to reduce these impacts as much as possible, the General Plan contains the
following policies:

Resource Conservation Element

Policy RC-9-a: Regional Cooperation. Work to establish a cooperative research and planning
program with the Counties of Fresno and Madera, City of Clovis, and other public agencies to
conserve agricultural land resources.

Policy RC-9-c: Farmland Enroliment. Advocate for the enrollment of all prime farmland
outside of the City’s SOI in agricultural land conservation programs.

ale Conversion of Farmland to Non-Agricultural Use

All of the sites included in the proposed plan amendment were already proposed for
urbanization under the General Plan, therefore no new impacts would occur in the plan
amendment that are beyond the scope of the MEIR.

b. Conflict with Zoning for Ag Use or Williamson Act Contract.

None of the sites included in the proposed plan amendment are under Williamson Act contract,
therefore no new impacts would occur in the plan amendment that are beyond the scope of the
MEIR.

c/d Result in the Loss of Forest Land
All of the sites included in the proposed plan amendment were already proposed for
urbanization under the General Plan, therefore no new impacts would occur in the plan

amendment that are beyond the scope of the MEIR.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less
Than
Significa
nt Impact

No Impact

[ll. AIR QUALITY AND GLOBAL
CLIMATE CHANGE - (Where
available, the significance criteria
established by the applicable air
quality management or air pollution
control district may be relied upon to
make the following determinations.) -

Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air
quality plan (e.g., by having potential
emissions of regulated criterion
pollutants which exceed the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control
Districts (SJVAPCD) adopted
thresholds for these pollutants)?

b) Violate any air quality standard or
contribute substantially to an existing
or projected air quality violation?

c) Result in a cumulatively
considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient
air quality standard (including
releasing emissions which exceed
quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?

d) Expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations?

e) Create objectionable odors
affecting a substantial number of
people?
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The subject sites are located in Fresno County and within the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin
(SJVAB). This region has had chronic non-attainment of federal and state clean air standards
for ozone/oxidants and particulate matter due to a combination of topography and climate.
The San Joaquin Valley (Valley) is hemmed in on three sides by mountain ranges, with
prevailing winds carrying pollutants and pollutant precursors from urbanized areas to the north
(and in turn contributing pollutants and precursors to downwind air basins). The
Mediterranean climate of this region, with a high number of sunny days and little or no
measurable precipitation for several months of the year, fosters photochemical reactions in the
atmosphere, creating ozone and particulate matter.

Regional factors affect the accumulation and dispersion of air pollutants within the SJVAB.

Air pollutant emissions overall are fairly constant throughout the year, yet the concentrations of
pollutants in the air vary from day to day and even hour to hour. This variability is due to
complex interactions of weather, climate, and topography. These factors affect the ability of
the atmosphere to disperse pollutants. Conditions that move and mix the atmosphere help
disperse pollutants, while conditions that cause the atmosphere to stagnate allow pollutants to
concentrate. Local climatological effects, including topography, wind speed and direction,
temperature, inversion layers, precipitation, and fog can exacerbate the air quality problem in
the SJVAB.

The SJVAB is approximately 250 miles long and averages 35 miles wide, and is the second
largest air basin in the state. The SJVAB is defined by the Sierra Nevada in the east (8,000 to
14,000 feet in elevation), the Coast Ranges in the west (averaging 3,000 feet in elevation), and
the Tehachapi mountains in the south (6,000 to 8,000 feet in elevation). The Valley is basically
flat with a slight downward gradient to the northwest. The Valley opens to the sea at the
Carquinez Straits where the San Joaquin-Sacramento Delta empties into San Francisco Bay.
The Valley, thus, could be considered a “bowl” open only to the north.

During the summer, wind speed and direction data indicate that summer wind usually
originates at the north end of the Valley and flows in a south-southeasterly direction through
the Valley, through Tehachapi Pass, into the Southeast Desert Air Basin. In addition, the
Altamont Pass also serves as a funnel for pollutant transport from the San Francisco Bay Area
Air Basin into the region.

During the winter, wind speed and direction data indicate that wind occasionally originates
from the south end of the Valley and flows in a north-northwesterly direction. Also during the
winter months, the Valley generally experiences light, variable winds (less than 10 mph). Low
wind speeds, combined with low inversion layers in the winter, create a climate conducive to
high carbon monoxide (CO) and particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) concentrations. The
SJVAB has an “Inland Mediterranean” climate averaging over 260 sunny days per year. The
Valley floor is characterized by warm, dry summers and cooler winters. For the entire Valley,
high daily temperature readings in summer average 95°F. Temperatures below freezing are
unusual. Average high temperatures in the winter are in the 50s, but highs in the 30s and 40s
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can occur on days with persistent fog and low cloudiness. The average daily low temperature
is 45°F.

The vertical dispersion of air pollutants in the Valley is limited by the presence of persistent
temperature inversions. Solar energy heats up the Earth’s surface, which in turn radiates heat
and warms the lower atmosphere. Therefore, as altitude increases, the air temperature
usually decreases due to increasing distance from the source of heat. A reversal of this
atmospheric state, where the air temperature increases with height, is termed an inversion.
Inversions can exist at the surface or at any height above the ground, and tend to act as a lid
on the Valley, holding in the pollutants that are generated here.

The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) is the local regional
jurisdictional entity charged with attainment planning, rulemaking, rule enforcement, and
monitoring under Federal and State Clean Air Acts and Clean Air Act Amendments.

a.b.c: Conflict with Air Quality Plan and Standards or Cumulative Net Increase of
Pollutants

Based on the small scale of Plan Amendment No. A-15-001, the net reduction in land use
intensity, and the fluid characteristics of air quality modeling in terms of specific geographic
location, the project will not occur at a scale or scope with potential to contribute substantially
or cumulatively to existing or projected air quality violations, impacts, or increases of criteria
pollutants for which the San Joaquin Valley region is under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions that exceed quantitative thresholds
for ozone precursors). The project results in a de-intensification of land use, with a net
reduction of 19,813 average daily vehicle trips across the plan area. The proposed project will
comply with all applicable air quality plans.

The proposed project will comply with the Resource Conservation Element of the Fresno
General Plan and the Goals, Policies and Objectives of the Regional Transportation Plan
adopted by the Fresno Council of Fresno County Governments; therefore the project will not
conflict with or obstruct an applicable air quality plan.

Therefore, compliance with all of the above SJVAPCD Rules, Fresno General Plan policies
and MIER mitigation measures results in a less than significant impact on air quality with
respect to air quality plans and standards and cumulative increases in criteria pollutants.
d.Sensitive Receptors

MEIR mitigation measures will reduce any potential sensitive receptor impacts to less than
significant.

e.Odors
MEIR mitigation measures will reduce any potential odor impacts to less than significant.
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Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the air quality related mitigation
measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report No.
(MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated
June 11, 2015.

Less Than Less
Potentially | Significant Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significa No Impact
Impact Mitigation nt Impact
Incorporated
IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES --
Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect,
either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive,
or special status species in local or X

regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect
on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, X
regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or US
Fish and Wildlife Service?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less
Than
Significa
nt Impact

No Impact

c) Have a substantial adverse effect
on federally protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (including, but not limited
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances  protecting  biological
resources, such as a ftree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

a-f: Impacts to biological resources from the proposed plan amendment would be within the
scope of the MEIR, since that analysis assumed that these sites would be urbanized. Impacts
to biological resources are proposed to be reduced by the relevant General Plan Policies from

the Parks, Open Space, and Schools Element (POSS), some of which are included below:

Policy POSS-5-a: Habitat Area Acquisition. Support state, federal, and local programs to
acquire significant habitat areas for permanent protection and/or conjunctive educational and

recreational use.
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Policy POSS-5-b: Habitat Conservation Plans. Participate in cooperative, multi-jurisdictional
approaches for area-wide habitat conservation plans to preserve and protect rare, threatened,
and endangered species.

Policy POSS-5-c: Buffers for Natural Areas. Require development projects, where
appropriate and warranted, to incorporate natural features (such as ponds hedgerows and
wooded strips) to serve as buffers for adjacent natural areas with high ecological value.

Policy POSS-5-d: Guidelines for Habitat Conservation. Establish guidelines for habitat
conservation and mitigation programs. These programs will include:

« An evaluation of the site’s environmental setting and proposed design and operating
parameters of proposed mitigation measures.

» A graphic depiction of land to be acquired or set aside for mitigation activities.
» Mitigation site preparation plans.

» Specification of the types and sources of plant material used for any revegetation.
» Water irrigation plans.

o Post-planting maintenance and other operational measures to ensure successful
mitigation.

 Monitoring at an appropriate frequency by qualified personnel and reporting of data
collected to permitting agencies.

Policy POSS-5-e: Pursue development of conjunctive habitat and recreational trail uses in
flood control and drainage projects.

Policy POSS-5-f: Regional Mitigation and Habitat Restoration. Coordinate habitat
restoration programs with responsible agencies to take advantage of opportunities for a
coordinated regional mitigation program.

Objective POSS-6: Maintain and restore, where feasible, the ecological values of the
San Joaquin River corridor.

Policy POSS-6-a: San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan. Update the San Joaquin River
Parkway Master Plan, working with the other jurisdictions and the River Conservancy, to create
a comprehensive and feasible plan for preservation, conservation, and development.

Policy POSS-6-b: Effects of Stormwater Discharge. Support efforts to identify and mitigate
cumulative adverse effects on aquatic life from stormwater discharge to the San Joaquin River.
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Object POSS-7: Support the San Joaquin River Conservancy in its efforts to develop a river
parkway.

Policy POSS-7-a: Preserve Wildlife Corridors. Acquire and expand natural reserves and
wildlife corridors through purchase, easements, mitigation for proposed activities, or other
mutually satisfactory transactions.

Policy POSS-7-b: Wildlife Corridor along San Joaquin River. Create a wildlife corridor to
provide continuous land and water areas parallel to the San Joaquin River.

Policy POSS-7-c: Monitoring River Corridor Conditions. Undertake periodic monitoring to
determine the status of conditions and mitigation measures required for projects within, and in
the vicinity of, the river corridor.

Policy POSS-7-d: Buffer Zones near Intensive Uses. Protect natural reserve areas and the
wildlife corridor areas in the River Corridor whenever more intensive human uses exist or are
proposed on adjacent lands. Buffer zones will allow multiple uses on parts of the parkway
while still protecting wildlife and native plants.

Finally, MEIR mitigation measures include avoidance of identified species and habitat,
restoring similar habitat or purchasing off-site credits from an approved mitigation bank.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the Biological Resource related
mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report No.
(MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated
June 11, 2015.

Less Than L8
Potentially | Significant Than No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with o
S Significa | Impact
Impact Mitigation nt Impact
Incorporated P
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES --
Would the project:
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with

Impact Mitigation
Incorporated

Less
Than No

Significa | Impact
nt Impact

a) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a X
historical resource as defined in
"15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of an X
archaeological resource pursuant to
'15064.57

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a
unique paleontological resource or X
site or unique geologic feature?

d) Disturb any human remains,
including those interred outside of X
formal cemeteries?

The proposed plan amendment does not include any sites that contain currently designated
local historical resources. Furthermore, all of the sites included in the proposed plan
amendment were already proposed for urbanization under the General Plan, therefore no new
impacts would occur in the plan amendment that are beyond the scope of the MEIR.

The Fresno General Plan contains a Historic and Cultural Resources Element which supports
the preservation of the city’'s history as contained in its buildings, sites and landscapes. The
objectives and policies contained in the element call for the maintenance of a comprehensive,
citywide preservation program, a historic preservation ordinance, and the identification and
protection of historic resources.

In addition, MEIR mitigation measures ensure proper protocols for discovery of subsurface
resources.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures
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1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the cultural resource related
mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report No.
(MEIR) SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated
June 11, 2015.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant Less |
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES ISrrl]gpr:ilfant Mitigation | Significant | Impact

Incorporate | Impact
d

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS -- Would
the project:

a) Expose people or structures to
potential substantial adverse effects,
including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo  Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the State
Geologist for the area or based on X
other substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology  Special
Publication 42.

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? X
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, X
including liquefaction?

iv) Landslides? X
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or X

the loss of topsoil?

c) Be located on a geologic unit or
soil that is unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of the X
project, and potentially result in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?
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Less Than
Potentially \/Sv:?r? licsnt %.ﬁ;?‘ No
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant Mitigation | Significant | Impact
Impact
Incorporate | Impact
d
d) Be located on expansive soil, as
defined in Table 18-1-B of the
Uniform  Building Code (1994), X
creating substantial risks to life or
property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal X
systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste
water?

The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of geology and soils. The following Noise and
Safety Policies reduce potential impacts to less than significant:

Objective NS-2. Minimize risks of property damage and personal injury posed by geologic and seismic
risks.

Policy NS-2-a. Seismic Protection. Ensure seismic protection is incorporated into new and existing
construction, consistent with the Fresno Municipal Code.

Policy NS-2-b. Soil Analysis Requirement. Identify areas with potential geologic and/or soils hazards,
and require development in these areas to conduct a soil analysis and mitigation plan by a registered
civil engineer (or engineering geologist specializing in soil geology) prior to allowing on-site drainage or
disposal for wastewater, stormwater runoff, or swimming pool/spa water.

Policy NS-2-c. Landfill Areas. Require proposed land uses on or near landfill areas to be designed
and maintained to comply with California Code of Regulations, Title 27, Section 21190, Post Closure
Land Use.

Policy NS-2-d. Bluff Preservation Overlay Zone. Maintain the requirements of the Bluff Preservation
Overlay Zone District, which include provisions to:

» Require proposed development within 300 feet of the toe of the San Joaquin River bluffs to
undertake an engineering soils investigation and evaluation report that demonstrates that the site
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is sufficiently stable to support the proposed development, or provide mitigations to provide
sufficient stability; and

o Establish a minimum setback of 30 feet from the San Joaquin River bluff edge for all future
structures and rear yards..

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 consists of minor land use changes to the general plan land
use map. All projects developed on these properties would be subject to the above policies in
the general plan.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

Less Than Less
Potentially | Significant Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Sianifica No Impact
Impact Mitigation g
Incorporated ntlmpact
VII. GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS -- Would the project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas
emissions, either directly or indirectly, X
that may have a significant impact on
the environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan,
policy or regulation adopted for the X
purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

When sunlight strikes the Earth’s surface, some of it is reflected back into space as infrared
radiation. When the net amount of solar infrared energy reaching Earth’s surface is about the
same as the amount of energy radiated back into space, the average ambient temperature of
the Earth’s surface should remain more or less constant.

Global climate change (colloquially referred to as “global warming”) is the term coined to
describe very widespread climate change characterized by a rise in the Earth’s ambient
average temperatures with concomitant disturbances in weather patterns and resulting
alteration of oceanic and terrestrial environs and biota. The predominant opinion within the
scientific community is that global climate change is occurring, and that it is being caused
and/or accelerated by human activities, primarily the generation of “greenhouse gases” (GHG).
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GHGs are gases having properties that absorb and emit radiation within the thermal infrared
range, and that would cause thermal energy (heat) to be trapped the earth's atmosphere. It is
believed that increased levels of GHGs in the atmosphere can disturb the thermal equilibrium
of the earth when natural carbon cycle processes (such as photosynthesis) are unable to
absorb sufficient quantities of carbon dioxide and other GHGs in comparison with the amount
of GHGs being emitted. It is believed that a combination of factors related to human activities,
such as deforestation, emissions of GHG into the atmosphere from carbon fuel combustion,
etc. are causing climate change.

Some GHGs occur naturally and are emitted to the atmosphere through both natural
processes and human activities. Other GHGs are created and emitted solely through human
activities. Water vapor is the most predominant GHG, and is primarily a natural occurrence:
approximately 85% of the water vapor in the atmosphere is created by evaporation from the
oceans. The major anthropogenic GHGs (those that enter the atmosphere because of human
activities) are carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated gases.

GHGs were not generally thought of as traditional air pollutants because their impacts are
global and diffuse in nature, while the criteria air pollutants and air toxics directly affect the
health of people and other living things at ground level in the general region of their release to
the atmosphere. However, it has been realized that GHGs and associated climate change
could also drastically affect the health of populations not only in the U.S., but around the world
through ocean rise that displaces populations, causes economic and infrastructure damage,
disrupts agriculture, increases heat-related illnesses, exacerbates effects of criteria air
pollutants, spreads of infectious diseases through proliferation of mosquitoes and other vectors
carrying “tropical” diseases into temperate climate zones, and alters/endangers natural flora
and fauna in terrestrial and aquatic environments. One off-cited example of a predicted
change in global climate is that the Sierra snowpack could be reduced to as little as 20% of its
historic levels, a dire consequence since it is estimated that over 70% of California’s population
relies on this “frozen reservoir” for its water supply.

Regulation

There are a host of federal, state and local regulations which create the regulatory framework
for greenhouse gases. See MEIR Greenhouse Gas Reduction Chapter for a full discussion of
these regulations.

a. Generation of Greenhouse Gases

The General Plan and MEIR relies upon a Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan and provides a
comprehensive assessment of the benefits of city policies and proposed code changes,
existing plans, programs, and initiatives that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. That plan
includes strategies to reduce per capita greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.
The plan demonstrates that even though there is increased growth, the City would still be
reducing greenhouse gas emissions through 2020 and per capita emission rates drop
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substantially. The benefits of adopted regulations become flat in later years and growth starts
to exceed the reductions from all regulations and measures. Although it is highly likely that
regulations will be updated to provide additional reductions, none are reflected in the analysis
since only the effect of adopted regulations is included.

Compliance with General Plan policies related to urban design, infill development, higher
density in select areas within the city, complete neighborhoods, and water conservation is
expected to result in less than significant impacts to GHG emissions through the year 2020.
However, after that year, it could not be shown with certainty that these emissions would
continue to be reduced, so the overall citywide impact of the implementation of the General
Plan with respect to GHGs was considered to be significant and unavoidable.

b. Conflicts with GHG Plan, Policy or Regulation

Currently, the only applicable plan, policy or regulation for the City of Fresno is the Air
Resources Board’s Scoping Plan implementing AB 32. The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan
serves as the applicable plan. The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Plan is designed to provide a
comprehensive strategy that demonstrates consistency with AB 32 and the Scoping Plan.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

VIll. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS
MATERIAL -- Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through the X
routine transport, use, or disposal of
hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and X
accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into
the environment?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

c) Emit hazardous emissions or
handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous
materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5
and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

e) For a project located within an
airport land use plan or, where such
a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project result in
a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project
area?

g) Impair implementation of or
physically interfere with an adopted
emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

h) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including
where wildlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences
are intermixed with wildlands?
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Hazardous materials, as defined by the California Code of Regulations, are substances with
certain physical properties that could pose a substantial present or future hazard to human
health or the environment when improperly handled, disposed, or otherwise managed.
Hazardous materials are grouped into the following four categories, based on their properties:

« Toxic - causes human health effects

« Ignitable - has the ability to burn

« Corrosive - causes severe burns or damage to materials
» Reactive - causes explosions or generates toxic gases

A hazardous waste is any hazardous material that is discarded, abandoned, or slated to be
recycled. The criteria that define a material as hazardous also define a waste as hazardous. If
improperly handled, hazardous materials and hazardous waste can result in public health
hazards if released into the soil or groundwater or through airborne releases in vapors, fumes,
or dust. Soil and groundwater having concentrations of hazardous constituents higher than
specific regulatory levels must be handled and disposed of as hazardous waste when
excavated or pumped from an aquifer. The California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Sections
66261.20-24 contains technical descriptions of toxic characteristics that could cause soil or
groundwater to be classified as hazardous waste.

a/lb. Create hazard through routine transport, use or disposal of a hazardous material
or through creation of accident or upset?

Compliance with federal, state, and local laws, as well as general plan policies and MIER
mitigation measures make any impacts from plan amendment A-15-001 less than significant.
The Noise and Safety Element of the General Plan includes the following objectives and
policies that relate to this issue:

Objective NS-4: Minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, serious iliness, and damage to
property resulting from the use, transport, treatment, and disposal of hazardous materials and
hazardous wastes.

Policy NS-4-a: Processing and Storage. Require safe processing and storage of hazardous
materials, consistent with the California Building Code and the Uniform Fire Code, as adopted
by the City.

Policy NS-4-b: Coordination. Maintain a close liaison with the Fresno County Environmental
Health Department, Cal-EPA Division of Toxics, and the State Office of Emergency Services to
assist in developing and maintaining hazardous material business plans, inventory statements,
risk management prevention plans, and contingency/emergency response action plans.
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Policy NS-4-c: Soil and Groundwater Contamination Reports. Require an investigation of
potential soil or groundwater contamination whenever justified by past site uses. Require
appropriate mitigation as a condition of project approval in the event soil or groundwater
contamination is identified or could be encountered during site development.

Policy NS-4-d: Site Identification. Continue to aid federal, State, and County agencies in the
identification and mapping of waste disposal sites (including abandoned waste sites), and to
assist in the survey of the kinds, amounts, and locations of hazardous wastes.

Policy NS-4-e: Compliance with County Program. Require that the production, use, storage,
disposal, and transport of hazardous materials conform to the standards and procedures
established by the County Division of Environmental Health. Require compliance with the
County’s Hazardous Waste Generator Program, including the submittal and implementation of
a Hazardous Materials Business Plan, when applicable.

Policy NS-4-f: Hazardous Materials Facilities. Require facilities that handle hazardous
materials or hazardous wastes be designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with
applicable hazardous materials and waste management laws and regulations.

Policy NS-4-g: Hazmat Response. Include policies and procedures appropriate to hazardous
materials in the City's disaster and emergency response preparedness and planning,
coordinating with implementation of Fresno County’'s Hazardous Materials Incident Response
Plan.

Policy NS-4-i: Public Information. Continue to assist in providing information to the public on
hazardous materials.

c. Emit hazardous emissions within one quarter mile of an existing or planned school?

The following general plan policy from the General Plan Healthy Communities Element
addresses this issue:

Policy HC-3a: Restrict new residential development, schools, and parks within 500 feet of a
limited access freeway, in order to reduce exposure to concentrations of toxic air pollutants
and noise.”

d. Create public or environmental hazard due to being located on a site which is
included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5?

Compliance with current federal, state, and local regulations, including Fresno General
Plan policies and mitigation measures result in a less than significant impact.
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e. Creation of safety hazard for people living within the vicinity of an airport plan?

Compliance with General Plan policies, and the Fresno Chandler Executive Airport Land
Use Compatibility Plan, the Fresno Yosemite International Airport Land Use Compatibility
Plan, and the Sierra Sky Park Land Use Policy Plan results in a less than significant
impact.

f. Creation of a safety hazard at a private airstrip?

Currently, there are no private airstrips operating within the General Plan Planning Area,
therefore there are no impacts.

g. Interfere with an emergency response or evacuation plan?

Compliance with the following Noise and Safety Element General Plan objectives and policies
and MEIR mitigation measures results in a less than significant impact:

Objective NS-6: Foster an efficient and coordinated response to emergencies and natural
disasters.

Policy NS-6-a: County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan. Adopt and implement the
Fresno County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan and City of Fresno Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan Annex.

Policy NS-6-b: Disaster Response Coordination. Maintain coordination with other local,
State, and Federal agencies to provide coordinated disaster response.

Policy NS-6-c: Emergency Operations Plan. Update the City's Emergency Operations Plan
periodically, using a whole community approach, which integrates considerations for People
with access and functional needs in all aspects of planning.

Policy NS-6-d: Evacuation Planning. Maintain an emergency evacuation plan in consultation
with the Police and Fire Departments and other emergency service providers, which shows
potential evacuation routes and a list of emergency shelters to be used in case of catastrophic
emergencies.

Policy NS-6-e: Critical Use Facilities. Ensure critical use facilities (e.g. City Hall, police and
fire stations, schools, hospitals, public assembly facilities, transportation services) and other
structures that are important to protecting health and safety in the community remain
operational during an emergency.
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Policy NS-6-f: Emergency Vehicle Access. Require adequate access for emergency vehicles
in all new development, including adequate widths, turning radii, hard standing areas, and
vertical clearance.

Policy NS-6-g: Emergency Preparedness Public Awareness Programs. Continue to conduct
programs to inform the general public, including people with access and functional needs, of
the City's emergency preparedness and disaster response procedures.

h. Expose people or property to wildland fire risk?

As detailed in the City of Fresno Map Atlas Existing Conditions Report, dated August 2011,
although the City of Fresno is proximate to high and very high fire hazard designated areas,
the city is largely categorized as little or no threat or moderate fire hazard, which is largely
attributed to paved areas. Some small areas along the San Joaquin River Bluff area in
northern Fresno are prone to wildfires due to relatively steep terrain/vegetation, and these
areas are classified as high fire hazard areas.

The following implementing objectives and policies within the General Plan would reduce
potential impacts from wildfires.

Objective PU-2: Ensure that the Fire Department’s staffing and equipment resources are
sufficient to meet all fire and emergency service level objectives and are provided in an
efficient and cost effective manner.

Policy PU-2-a: Unify Fire Protection. Pursue long-range transfer of fire protection service
agreements with adjacent fire districts that, in concert with existing automatic aid agreements,
will lead to the eventual unification of fire protection services in the greater Fresno area.

Policy PU-2-b: Maintain Ability. Strive to continually maintain the Fire Department’s ability to
provide staffing and equipment resources to effectively prevent and mitigate emergencies in
existing and new high-rise buildings and in other high-density residential and commercial
development throughout the city.

Policy PU-2-c: Rescue Standards. Develop appropriate standards, as necessary, for rescue
operations, including, but not limited to, confined space, high angle, aswift water rescues, and
the unique challenges of a high speed rail corridor.

Objective PU-3: Enhance the level of fire protection to meet the increasing demand for
services from an increasing population.

Policy PU-2-d: Station Siting. Use the General Plan, community plans, Specific Plans,
neighborhood plans, and Concept Plans, the City's Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
database, and a fire station location program to achieve optimum siting of future fire stations.
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Policy PU-2-e: Service Standards. Strive to achieve a community wide risk management
plan that include the following service level objectives 90 percent of the time:

e First Unit on Scene — First fire unit arriving with minimum of three firefighters and ability to
apply suppressing agent within 6 minutes and 20 seconds from emergency call (7
minutes and 30 seconds with 9-11 processing time).

« Effective Response Force — Provide sufficient number of firefighters on scene of an
emergency (17 for low risk, 23 for high risk) within nine minutes and 20 seconds from
time of alert to arrival.

Policy PU-3-a: Fire Prevention Inspections. Develop strategies to enable the performance of
annual fire and life safety inspection of all industrial, commercial, institutional, and multi-family
residential buildings, in accordance with nationally recognized standards for the level of service
necessary for a large Metropolitan Area, including self-certification program.

Policy PU-3-b: Reduction Strategies. Develop community risk reduction strategies that target
high service demand areas, vulnerable populations (e.g. young children, older adults, non-
English speaking residents, persons with disabilities, etc.) and high life hazards occupancies.

Policy PU-3-d: Review All Development Applications. Continue Fire Department review of all
development applications, provide comments and recommend conditions of approval that will
ensure adequate on-site and off-site fire protection systems and features are provided.

Policy PU-3-e: Building Codes. Adopt and enforce amendments to construction and fire
codes, as determined appropriate, to systematically reduce the level of risk to life and property
from fire, commensurate with the City's fire suppression capabilities.

Policy PU-3-f: Adequate Infrastructure. Continue to pursue the provision of adequate water
supplies, hydrants, and appropriate property access to allow for adequate fire suppression
throughout the City.

Policy PU-3-g: Cost Recovery. Continue to evaluate appropriate codes, policies, and
methods to generate fees or other sources of revenue to offset the ongoing personnel and
maintenance costs of providing fire prevention and response services.

It is anticipated that implementation of the above objectives and policies from the proposed
General Plan will reduce project impacts related to wildland fires to a less than significant level.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.
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Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the hazards and hazardous
material related mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental
Impact Report SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring
Checklist dated June 11, 2015

Less Than
Potentially | Significant |Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER
QUALITY -- Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge X
requirements?

b) Substantially deplete groundwater
supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that
there would be a net deficit in aquifer
volume or a lowering of the local
groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby
wells would drop to a level which
would not support existing land uses
or planned uses for which permits
have been granted)?

c) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, in a X
manner which would result in
substantial erosion or siltation on- or
off-site?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

d) Substantially alter the existing
drainage pattern of the site or area,
including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river, or
substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would result in flooding on- or
off-site?

e) Create or contribute runoff water
which would exceed the capacity of
existing or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

f) Otherwise substantially degrade
water quality?

g) Place housing within a 100-year
flood hazard area as mapped on a
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or
Flood Insurance Rate Map or other
flood hazard delineation map?

h) Place within a 100-year flood
hazard area structures which would
impede or redirect flood flows?

i) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving flooding, including flooding
as a result of the failure of a levee or
dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or
mudflow?
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Fresno is one of the largest cities in the United States still relying primarily on groundwater for
its public water supply. Surface water treatment and distribution has been implemented in the
northeastern part of the City, but the city is still subject to an EPA Sole Source Aquifer
designation. While the aquifer underlying Fresno typically exceeds a depth of 300 feet and is
capacious enough to provide adequate quantities of safe drinking water to the metropolitan
area well into the twenty-first century, groundwater degradation, increasingly stringent water
quality regulations, and an historic trend of high consumptive use of water on a per capita
basis (some 250 gallons per day per capita), have resulted in a general decline in aquifer
levels, increased cost to provide potable water, and localized water supply limitations.

The adverse groundwater conditions of limited supply and compromised quality have been
well- documented by planning, environmental impact report and technical studies over the past
20 years including the Master Environmental Impact Report (MEIR) No. SCH No. 2012111015
for the General Plan, the MEIR 10130 for the Fresno General Plan, Final EIR No.10100, Final
EIR No.10117, and Final EIR No. SCH 95022029 (Fresno Metropolitan Water Resource
Management Plan), et al. These conditions include water quality degradation due to DBCP,
arsenic, iron, and manganese concentrations; low water well yields; limited aquifer storage
capacity and recharge capacity; and, intensive urban or semi-urban development occurring
upgradient from the Fresno Metropolitan Area.

In response to the need for a comprehensive long-range water supply and distribution strategy,
the General Plan recognizes the Kings Basin's Integrated Regional Water Management Plan,
Fresno-Area Regional Groundwater Management Plan, and City of Fresno Metropolitan Water
Resource Management Plan and cites the findings of the City of Fresno 2010 Urban Water
Management Plan. The purpose of these management plans is to provide safe, adequate, and
dependable water supplies to meet the future needs of the Kings Basin regions and the
Fresno-Clovis metropolitan area in an economical manner; protect groundwater quality from
further degradation and overdraft; and, provide a plan of reasonably implementable measures
and facilities.

The 2010 Urban Water Management Plan, Figure 4-3 (incorporated by reference) illustrates
the City of Fresno’s goals to achieve a ‘water balance’ between supply and demand while
decreasing reliance upon and use of groundwater. To achieve these goals the City is
implementing a host of strategies, including:

e Intentional groundwater recharge through reclamation at the City’'s groundwater recharge
facility at Leaky Acres (located northwest of Fresno-Yosemite international Airport), refurbish
existing streams and canals to increase percolation, and recharge at Fresno Municipal Flood
Control District's (FMFCD) storm water basins;

e Increase use of existing surface water entittements from the Kings River, United States
Bureau of Reclamation and Fresno Irrigation District for treatment at the Northeast Storm
Water Treatment Facility (NESWTF) and construct a new Southeast Storm Water Treatment
Facility (SESWTF); and
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« Recycle wastewater at the Fresno-Clovis Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility (RWRF)
for treatment and re-use for irrigation, and to percolation ponds for groundwater recharge.
Further actions include the General Plan, Policy RC-6-d to prepare, adopt and implement a
City of Fresno Recycled Water Master Plan.

The City of Fresno has adopted a key objective of balancing its groundwater operations by
2025. Groundwater is replenished mainly by natural recharge and subsurface flows, however
the major component of this objective is the use of treated surface water from existing
entitlements. The City is entitled to 60,000 acre feet from the Bureau of Reclamation and
85,000 acre feet from the Kings River annually. Figure 4-3 illustrates the effective use of
treated surface water to replace and replenish groundwater supplies. Use of treated surface
water from the NESWTF has increased from 100 percent dependence on groundwater in 2004
to 30,800 acre feet per year (af/yr) in 2014, and expected to increase to 120,800 in 2015 with
production from the new NESWTF. Increases in surface water use effectively reduced
groundwater use from 156,487 af/yr in 2000 to 144,850 af/yr in 2014, with an expected
reduction of 76,100 af/yr in 2015. By 2025, with the addition of recycled water from the RWRF,
groundwater use will drop to 53,500 af/yr, with 25,000 af/yr from recycled water and 123,000
af/yr from treated surface water. At build-out, in 2035, groundwater is expected to be reduced
to 36 percent of total water supply.

In addition, the General Plan policies require the City to maintain a comprehensive
conservation program to help reduce per capita water usage, and includes conservation
programs such as landscaping standards for drought tolerance, irrigation control devices, leak
detection and retrofits, water audits, public education and implementing US Bureau of
Reclamation Best Management Practices for water conservation to maintain surface water
entitlements.

Implementation of the Fresno General Plan policies, the Kings Basin Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan, City of Fresno Urban Water Management Plan, Fresno-Area
Regional Groundwater Management Plan, and City of Fresno Metropolitan Water Resource
Management Plan and the applicable mitigation measures of approved environmental review
documents will address the issues of providing an adequate, reliable, and sustainable water
supply for the project’s urban domestic and public safety consumptive purposes.

a. Violate Water Quality Standards
No water quality standards would be violated as a result of the project. Potential sources
could be run-off from the project into the storm drain system, however compliance with current

development conditions would reduce this impact to less than significant.

Any development project disturbing one or more acres of soil must obtain coverage under the
General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Construction Activity
(Construction General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ). Construction activities subject to the
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Construction General Permit includes clearing, grading, and other ground-disturbing activities
such as stockpiling or excavation. The Construction General Permit requires development
and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). Among other
mandated items that are included in a SWPPP, are features designed to eliminate contact of
rainfall and stormwater runoff with sources of pollution that occur on construction sites, of
which a primary source is soil erosion as a result of unstabilized soils coming in contact with
water and wind. These features are known as Best Management Practices (BMPs).
Common BMPs to limit pollution in stormwater runoff from construction sites include
maintaining or creating drainages to convey and direct surface runoff away from bare areas
and installing physical barriers such as berms, silt fencing, waddles, straw bales, and
gabions.

The required preparation, implementation, and participation with the Construction General
Permit, including the SWPPP and BMPs, would reduce project construction impacts on water
quality to less than significant levels. In addition, compliance with the following General Plan
objectives and policies reduces impacts to less than significant:

Parks, Opens Space, & Schools Element

Policy POSS-6-b. Effects of Stormwater Discharge. Support efforts to identify and mitigate
cumulative adverse effects on aquatic life from stormwater discharge to the San Joaquin River.

» Avoid discharge of runoff from urbanuses to the San Joaquin River or other riparian
corridors.

« Approve development on sites having drainage (directly or indirectly) to the San Joaquin
River or other riparian areas only upon a finding that adequate measures for preventing
pollution of natural bodies of water from their runoff will be implemented.

« Periodically monitor water quality and sediments near drainage outfalls to riparian areas.
Institute remedial measures promptly if unacceptable levels of contaminant(s) occur.

Public Utilities and Services Element

Policy PU-5-a: Mandatory Septic Conversion. Continue to evaluate and pursue where
determined appropriate of the mandatory abatement of existing private wastewater (septic)
disposal systems and mandatory connection to the public sewage collection and disposal
system.

Policy PU-5-b: Non-Regional Treatment. Discourage, and when determined appropriate,
oppose the use of private wastewater (septic) disposal systems, community wastewater
disposal systems or other non-regional sewage treatment and disposal systems within or
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adjacent to the Metropolitan Area if these types of wastewater treatment facilities would cause
discharges that could resuit in groundwater degradation.

Policy PU-5-c: Satellite Facilities. Work with the Regional Water Quality Control Board to
ensure that approval of any satellite treatment and reclamation facility proposal is consistent
with governing statutes and regulations.

Policy PU-7-a: Reduce Wastewater. Identify and consider implementing water conservation
standards and other programs and policies, as determined appropriate, to reduce wastewater
flows.

Policy PU-7-b: Reduce Stormwater Leakage. Reduce storm water infiltration to the sewer
collection system, where feasible, through a program of replacing old and deteriorated sewer
collection pipeline; eliminating existing stormwater sewer cut-ins to the sanitary sewer system;
and avoiding any new sewer cut-ins except when required to protect health and safety.

Policy PU-7-c: Biosolid Disposal. Investigate and consider implementing economically
effective and environmentally beneficial methods of biosolids handling and disposal.

Policy PU-7-d: Wastewater Recycling. Pursue the development of a recycled water system
and the expansion of beneficial wastewater recycling opportunities, including a timely
technical, practicable, and institutional evaluation of treatment, facility siting and water
exchange elements.

Policy PU-7-e: Infiltration Basins. Continue to rehabilitate existing infiltration basins, and if
determined appropriate, pursue acquiring additional sites for infiltration basins, as needed.

Policy PU-7-f: Food and Drink Industry. Ensure adequate provision of facilities for the
appropriate management of wastewater from wineries and food processing and beverage
facilities, including conformance with Waste Discharge Requirements issued by the Regional
Water Quality Control Board.

Resource Conservation and Resilience

Policy RC-6-e: Protect Aquifer. Oppose urban development in unincorporated areas that are
not served by a wastewater treatment/management system capable of preventing the buildup
of compounds that would degrade the aquifer.

Policy RC-5-f: Regulate Sewage Disposal Facilities. Oppose the development of new
sewage disposal facilities either within the planning area or up gradient (north and east) of the
Planning Area, unless the treatment facilities produce effluent that:

« Will not degrade the aquifer in the long term;
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» Will not introduce contaminants into surface water that would negatively affect its
potential economic use for drinking water;

 Will not deleteriously affect downstream agricultural and urban uses; and
» Will not degrade sensitive riparian habitat.

Policy RC-6-g: Protect Recharge Areas. Continue to protect areas of beneficial natural
groundwater recharge by preventing uses that can contaminate soil or groundwater.

Policy RC-6-h: Conditions of Approval. Include in the Development Code standards for
imposing conditions of approval for development projects to ensure long-term maintenance of
adequate clean water resources. Require findings that adequate water supply must exist prior
to any discretionary project approval for residential and commercial development requiring
annexation (excluding County Islands), as required by law.

Noise and Safety Element

Policy NS-3-e: Pollutants. Work with FMFCD to prevent and reduce the existence of urban
stormwater pollutants pursuant to the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination Systems Act.

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will resuit
in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

b. Deplete Groundwater Supplies

As noted in the introduction to this section, the City is currently undertaking several measures
on a citywide basis to reduce the reliance on groundwater and augment it with surface water
and recycled water, in addition to implementation of water conservation programs. MEIR
mitigation measure HYD-1 requires the city to develop and implement water conservation
measures to reduce the per capita water use to 215 gallons per capita per day (which is about
a 25% reduction of current water use). Conditions of development require water conserving
interior fixtures and water efficient landscaping. These measures in combination with the
General Plan Policies below reduce potential impacts to less than significant:

Resource Conservation and Resilience Element

Objective RC-6: Ensure that the City has a reliable, long-range source of drinkable water.
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Policy RC-6-a: Regional Efforts. Support cooperative, multi-agency regional water resource
planning efforts and activities on developing and implementing the Upper Kings Basin
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.

Policy RC-6-b: Water Plans. Adopt and implement ordinances, standards, and policies to
achieve the intent of the City of Fresno Urban Water Management Plan, Fresno-Area Regional
Groundwater Management Plan, and City of Fresno Metropolitan Water Resources
Management Plan to ensure a dependable supply of water.

Policy RC-6-c: Land Use and Development Compliance. Ensure that land use and
development projects adhere to the objective of the Metropolitan Water Resource
Management Plan to provide sustainable and reliable water supplies to meet the demand of
existing and future customers through 2025.

Policy RC-6-d: Recycled Water. Prepare, Adopt, and implement a City of Fresno Recycled
Water Master Plan.

Policy RC-6-e: Protect Aquifer. Oppose urban development in unincorporated areas that are
not served by a wastewater treatment/management system capable of preventing the buildup
of compounds that would degrade the aquifer.

Policy RC-6-i: Natural Recharge. Support removal of concrete from existing canals and
change the practice of lining new and existing canals with concrete to allow for natural
recharge.

Objective RC-7: Promote water conservation through standards, incentives and capital
investments.

Policy RC-7-a: Maintain a comprehensive conservation program to help reduce per capita
water usage in the city’s water service area to 243 gallons per capita per day (gpcd) by 2020
and 190 gpcd by 2035, by adopting conservation standards and implementing a program of
incentives, design and operation standards, and user fees..

« Support programs that result in decreased water demand, such as landscaping standards
that require drought-tolerant plants, rebates for water conserving devices and systems,
turf replacement, xeriscape landscape for new homes, irrigation controllers,
commercial/industrial/institutional water conserving programs, prioritized leak detection
program, complete water system audit, landscape water audit and budget program, and
retrofit upon resale ordinance.

o Implement the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Best Management Practices for water
conservation as necessary to maintain the City’s surface water entitlements.
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o Adopt and implement policies in the event that an artificial lake is proposed for
development.

» Work cooperatively toward effective uniform water conservation measures that would
apply throughout the Planning Area.

» Expand efforts to educate the public about water supply issues and water conservation
techniques.

Policy RC-7-b: Water Pricing and Metering. Develop a tiered water cost structure for both
residential and commercial users that will properly price water based on its true cost; require
all new development to be metered for water use; and charge all customers the true, full cost
of their water supply, including costs of acquisition, initial treatment, conveyance, wastewater
treatment, operations, maintenance, and remediation.

Policy RC-7-c: Best Practices for Conservation. Require all City facilities and all new private
development to follow U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Best Management Practices for water
conservation, as warranted and appropriate.

Policy RC-7-d: Update Standards for New Development. Continue to refine water saving and
conservation standards for new development.

Policy RC-7-e: Retrofit City Facilities, and Consider Incentives Programs to Encourage
Retrofitting of Other Existing Public and Private Residential and Non-Residential Facilities and
Sites. Reduce water use in municipal buildings and City operations by developing a schedule
and budget for the retrofit of existing municipal buildings with water conservation features,
such as auto shut-off faucets and water saving irrigation systems. Prepare a comprehensive
incentive program for other existing public and private residential and non-residential buildings
and irrigation systems..

Policy RC-7-f: Implementation and Update Conservation Program. Continue to implement the
City of Fresno Water Conservation Program, as may be updated, and periodically update
restrictions on water uses, such as lawn and landscape watering and the filling of fountains
and swimming pools, and penalties for violations. Evaluate the feasibility of a 2035
conservation target of 190 gpcd in the next comprehensive update of the City of Fresno Water
Conservation Program.

Policy RC-7-g: Educate on State Requirements. Educate the residents and businesses of
Fresno on the requirements of the California Water Conservation Act of 2009.
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Policy RC-7-h: Landscape Water Conservation Standards. Refine landscape water
conservation standards that will apply to new development installed landscapes, building on
the State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance and other state regulations.

« Evaluate and apply, as appropriate, augmented xeriscape, “water-wise,” and “green
gardening” practices to be implemented in public and private landscaping design and
maintenance.

« Facilitate implementation of the State’'s Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance by
developing alternative compliance measures that are easy to understand and observe.

Public Utilities and Services Element

Policy PU-7-d: Wastewater Recycling. Pursue the development of a recycled water system
and the expansion of beneficial wastewater recycling opportunities, including a timely
technical, practicable, and institutional evaluation of treatment, facility siting, and water
exchange elements.

Policy PU-7-e: Infiltration Basins. Continue to rehabilitate existing infiltration basins, and if
determined appropriate, pursue acquiring additional sites for infiltration basins, as needed.

Objective PU-8: Manage and develop the City's water facilities on a strategic timeline basis
that recognizes the long-life cycle of the assets and the duration of the resources, to promote a
safe, economical, and reliable water supply for existing and planned urban development and
economic diversification.

Policy PU-8-a: Forecast Need. Utilize available and innovative tools, such as computerized
flow modeling to determine system capacity, as necessary to forecast demand on water
production and distribution systems by urban development, and to determine appropriate
facility needs.

Policy PU-8-b: Potable Water Supply and Cost Recovery. Prepare for provision of increased
potable water capacity (including surface water treatment capacity) in a timely manner to
facilitate planned urban development consistent with the General Plan. Accommodate
increase in water demand from the existing community with the capital costs and benefits
allocated equitably and fairly between existing users and new users, as authorized by law, and
recognizing the differences in terms of quantity, quality and reliability of the various types of
water in the City’'s portfolio.

Policy PU-8-c: Conditions of Approval. Set appropriate conditions of approval for each new
development proposal to ensure that the necessary potable water production and supply
facilities and water resources are in place prior to occupancy.
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Policy PU-8-d: CIP Update. Continue to evaluate capital improvement plans and update the,
as appropriate, to meet the demands of both existing and planned development consistent with
the General Plan.

Policy PU-8-e: Repairs. Continue to evaluate existing water production and distribution
systems and plan for necessary repair or enhancement of damaged or antiquated facilities.

Policy PU-8-f: Water Quality. Continue to evaluate and implement measures determined to
be appropriate and consistent with water system policies, including prioritize the use of
groundwater, installing wellhead treatment facilities, constructing above-ground storage and
surface water treatment facilities, and enhancing transmission grid mains to promote adequate
water quality and quantity.

Policy PU-8-g: Review Project Impact on Supply. Mitigate the effects of development and
capital improvement projects on the long-range water budget to ensure an adequate water
supply for current and future uses.

c. Substantially Alter Existing Drainage Pattern of the site resulting in erosion or
siltation offsite.

Regulatory mechanisms currently exist to prevent off-site erosion or siltation, namely the
requirement, as part of the plancheck process to obtain a NPDES construction general
permit and comply with the requirements of the permit, including development of an erosion
control site plan as part of the grading plan. With this requirement applied to the project,
impacts are less than significant.

Parks, Open Space, & Schools Element

POSS-6-b: Effects of Stormwater Discharge. Support efforts to identify and mitigate
cumulative adverse effects on aquatic life from stormwater discharge to the San Joaquin River.

« Avoid discharge of runoff from urban uses to the San Joaquin River or other riparian
corridors.

 Approve development on sites having drainage (directly or indirectly) to the San Joaquin
River or other riparian areas only upon a finding that adequate measures for preventing
pollution of natural bodies of water from their runoff will be implemented.

e Periodically monitor water quality and sediments near drainage outfalls to riparian areas.
Institute remedial measures promptly if unacceptable levels of contaminant(s) occur.
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Noise and Safety Element

Objective NS-3: Minimize the risks to property, life, and the environment due to flooding and
stormwater runoff hazards.

Policy NS-3-a: Stormwater Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan. Support the full
implementation of the FMFCD Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan, the completion
of planned flood control and drainage system facilities, and the continued maintenance of
stormwater and floodwater retention and conveyance facilities and capacities. Work the
FMFCD to make sure its Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan consistent with
General Plan.

Policy NS-3-b: Curb and Guitter Installation. Coordinate with the Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District (FMFCD) to install curbing, gutters, and other drainage facilities consistent
with the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan.

Policy NS-3-d: Landscaped Buffer. Require the perimeter of all permanent stormwater
ponding basins to have a landscaped buffer.

Policy NS-3-e: Pollutants. Work with FMFCD to prevent and reduce the existence of urban
stormwater pollutants pursuant to the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination Systems Act.

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will result
in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

Along with the grading plan check process, implementation of the aforementioned General
Plan polices would reduce long-term project impacts associated with alteration of grading
patterns or creeks or streams and erosion to less than significant levels.

d. Substantially Alter Existing Drainage Pattern of the site resulting in flooding offsite

As development occurs under the General Plan, the grading permit process is required to
be followed. This process would reduce the potential for long-term flooding impacts to less
than significant. Additionally, the General Plan includes the following policies designed to
reduce flooding impacts:

Noise and Safety Element
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Objective NS-3: Minimize the risks to property, life, and the environment due to flooding
and stormwater runoff hazards.

Policy NS-3-a: Stormwater Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan. Support the full
implementation of the FMFCD Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan, the
completion of planned flood control and drainage system facilities, and the continued
maintenance of stormwater and floodwater retention and conveyance facilities and
capacities. Work the FMFCD to make sure its Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master
Plan consistent with General Plan.

Policy NS-3-b: Curb and Gutter Installation. Coordinate with the Fresno Metropolitan
Flood Control District (FMFCD) to install curbing, gutters, and other drainage facilities
consistent with the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan.

Policy NS-3-e: Pollutants. Work with FMFCD to prevent and reduce the existence of urban
stormwater pollutants pursuant to the requirements of the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination Systems Act.

Policy NS-3-h: Runoff Controls. Implement grading regulations and related development
policies that protect area residents from flooding caused by urban runoff produced from
events that exceed the capacity of the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan
system of facilities. Place all structures and/or flood-proofing in a manner that does not
cause floodwaters to be diverted onto adjacent property, increase flood hazards to other
property, or otherwise adversely affect other property..

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will
result in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

Along with the grading plan check process, implementation of the aforementioned General
Plan polices would reduce long-term project flooding impacts associated with alteration of
grading patterns of creeks or streams to less than significant levels.

e. Exceed storm drain system capacity.
See analysis above. Impacts to storm drain capacity are less than significant with
application of the above General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures to reduce
impacts on the capacity of the existing or planned storm drainage Master Plan collection
systems to less than significant. Also see Utilities Sytems, below.

f. Otherwise substantially degrade water quality
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See item HYD-a, above.
g. Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area

The City of Fresno has participated in the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Flood Insurance Program (FIP) since its inception in the early 1970’s. Participation on the FIP
requires that the community adopt the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMSs), appoint a trained
Floodplain Administrator, adopt a floodplain ordinance modeled after the FIP model ordinance,
and enforce the ordinance and the requirements of Title 40 of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Part 60. The 40CFR60 regulations and the floodplain ordinance of the City of
Fresno require that all new construction and substantial reconstruction of buildings located
within an adopted floodplain be flood proofed and that the Community Floodplain Administrator
review for conformance with the floodplain ordinance and 40CFR60, and approve the flood
proofing. The City of Fresno has a Community Floodplain Administrator and has adopted a
floodplain ordinance that complies with the model ordinance promulgated by FEMA. These
measures, in combination with the General Plan objectives and policies noted below, result in
less than significant impacts for risk of flooding:

Noise and Safety Element

Objective NS-3: Minimize the risks to property, life, and the environment due to flooding and
stormwater runoff hazards.

Policy NS-3-a: Stormwater Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan. Support the full
implementation of the FMFCD Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan, the completion
of planned flood control and drainage system facilities, and the continued maintenance of
stormwater and floodwater retention and conveyance facilities and capacities. Work the
FMFCD to make sure its Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan consistent with
General Plan.

Policy NS-3-b: Curb and Gutter Installation. Coordinate with the Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District (FMFCD) to install curbing, gutters, and other drainage facilities consistent
with the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan.

Policy NS-3-f: Flooding Emergency Response Plans: Work with responsible agencies to
update emergency dam failure inundation plans, evacuation plans and other emergency
response plans for designated flood-prone areas, including the San Joaquin riverbottom.

Policy NS-3-h: Runoff Controls. Implement grading regulations and related development
policies that protect area residents from flooding caused by urban runoff produced from events
that exceed the capacity of the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan system of
facilities. Place all structures and/or flood-proofing in a manner that does not cause
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floodwaters to be diverted onto adjacent property, increase flood hazards to other property, or
otherwise adversely affect other property.

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will result
in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

Policy NS-3-j: National Federal Flood Insurance Program. Continue to participate in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) by ensuring compliance with applicable
requirements. Review NFIP maps periodically to determine if areas subject to flooding have
been added or removed and make adjustments to the Land Use Diagram Figure LU-1.

Policy NS-3-k: 100-Year Floodplain Policy. Require developers of residential subdivisions to
preserve those portions of development sites as open space that may be subject to 100-year
flood events, unless the flood hazard can be substantially mitigated by development project
design.

Policy NS-3-I: 200-Year Floodplain Protection. Promote flood control measures that maintain
natural conditions within the 200-year floodplain of rivers and streams and, to the extent
possible, combine flood control, recreation, water quality, and open space functions.
Discourage construction of permanent improvements that would be adversely affected by
periodic floods within the 200-year floodplain, particularly in the San Joaquin riverbottom.

Policy NS-3-m: Flood Risk Public Awareness. Continue public awareness programs to inform
the general public and potentially affected property owners of flood hazards and potential dam
failure inundation. Remind households and businesses located in flood-prone areas of
opportunities to purchase flood insurance.

h. Place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would impeded or
redirect flood flows

Existing state and local regulations that govern placement of structures within floodplains
would prevent impeded or redirected flood flows. Additionally, the General Plan includes the
following policies designed to reduce flood hazards to structures.

Noise and Safety Element

Objective NS-3: Minimize the risks to property, life, and the environment due to flooding and
stormwater runoff hazards.
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Policy NS-3-a: Stormwater Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan. Support the full
implementation of the FMFCD Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan, the completion
of planned flood control and drainage system facilities, and the continued maintenance of
stormwater and floodwater retention and conveyance facilities and capacities. Work the
FMFCD to make sure its Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan consistent with
General Plan.

Policy NS-3-g: Essential Facilities Siting Outside of Floodplains. Avoid siting emergency
response and essential public facilities, such as fire and police stations, within a 100-year
floodplain, unless it can be demonstrated that the facility can be safely operated and accessed
during flood events.

Policy NS-3-h: Runoff Controls. Implement grading regulations and related development
policies that protect area residents from flooding caused by urban runoff produced from events
that exceed the capacity of the Storm Drainage and Flood Control Master Plan system of
facilities. Place all structures and/or flood-proofing in a manner that does not cause
floodwaters to be diverted onto adjacent property, increase flood hazards to other property, or
otherwise adversely affect other property

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will resutt
in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

Policy NS-3-j: National Federal Flood Insurance Program. Continue to participate in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) by ensuring compliance with applicable
requirements. Review NFIP maps periodically to determine if areas subject to flooding have
been added or removed, and make adjustments to the Land Use Diagram Figure LU-1.

Policy NS-3-k: 100-Year Floodplain Policy. Require developers of residential subdivisions to
preserve those portions of development sites as open space that may be subject to 100-year
flood events, unless the flood hazard can be substantially mitigated by development project
design.

Policy NS-3-I: 200-Year Floodplain Protection. Promote flood control measures that
maintain natural conditions within the 200-year floodplain of rivers and streams and, to the
extent possible, combine flood control, recreation, water quality, and open space functions.
Discourage construction of permanent improvements that would be adversely affected by
periodic floods within the 200-year floodplain, particularly in the San Joaquin riverbottom.
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Policy NS-3-m: Flood Risk Public Awareness. Continue public awareness programs to inform
the general public and potentially affected property owners of flood hazards and potential dam
failure inundation. Remind households and businesses located in flood-prone areas of
opportunities to purchase flood insurance.

Expose People or Structures to significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
flooding.

See item HYD-g, above. Existing regulations at multiple levels of government would reduce
exposure of people or structures to risk of loss from flooding to less than significant. In
addition, the following General Plan objectives and policies further reduce the impact to less
than significant:

Additionally, the General Plan includes the following policies designed to reduce potential
flooding impacts to structures:

Noise and Safety Element

Objective NS-3: Minimize the risks to property, life, and the environment due to flooding and
stormwater runoff hazards.

Policy NS-3-f: Flooding Emergency Response Plans. Work with responsible agencies to
update emergency dam failure inundation plans, evacuation plans and other emergency
response plans for designated flood-prone areas, including the San Joaquin riverbottom.

Policy NS-3-g: Essential Facilities Siting Outside of Floodplains. Avoid siting emergency
response and essential public facilities, such as fire and police stations, within a 100-year
floodplain, unless it can be demonstrated that the facility can be safely operated and accessed
during flood events.

Policy NS-3-i: New Development Must Mitigate Impact. Require new development to not
significantly impact the existing storm drainage and flood control system by imposing
conditions of approval as project mitigation, as authorized by law. As part of this process,
closely coordinate and consult with the FMFCD to identify appropriate conditions that will result
in mitigation acceptable and preferred by FMFCD for each project.

Policy NS-3-j: National Federal Flood Insurance Program. Continue to participate in the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) by ensuring compliance with applicable
requirements. Review NFIP maps periodically to determine if areas subject to flooding have
been added or removed, and make adjustments to the Land Use Diagram Figure LU-1.

Policy NS-3-1: 200- Year Floodplain Protection. Promote flood control measures that maintain
natural conditions within the 200-year floodplain of rivers and streams and, to the extent
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possible, combine flood control, recreation, water quality, and open space functions.
Discourage construction of permanent improvements that would be adversely affected by
periodic floods within the 200-year floodplain, particularly in the San Joaquin river bottom.

Policy NS-3-m: Flood Risk Public Awareness. Continue public awareness programs to inform
the general public and potentially affected property owners of flood hazards and potential dam
failure inundation. Remind households and businesses located in flood-prone areas of
opportunities to purchase flood insurance.

Policy NS-3-n: Precipitation Changes. Work with FMFCD to evaluate the planned and
existing stormwater conveyance system in light of possible changes to precipitation patterns in
the future.

i. Inundation by seiche, tsunami or mudflow

Official Statewide Tsunami Inundation Maps, coordinated by California Emergency
Management Agency (CalEMA), are developed for all populated areas at risk to tsunamis in
California. According to CalEMA's MY HAZARD website and Official Statewide Tsunami
Inundation Maps, the Planning Area is located outside a tsunami hazard zone.

A seiche is a “standing” wave oscillating in a body of water. This phenomenon occurs in large
bodies of water such as bays and lakes. A seiche may occur in any semi- or fully-enclosed
body of water. They can be caused by strong winds and earthquakes. The nearest body of
water capable of producing a seiche is Big Creek Dry Dam and Reservoir located northeast of
the Planning Area. The General Plan would not introduce new land uses near the reservoir
that could be inundated. Additionally, this is a relatively small reservoir and would not be
subject to strong oscillations during an earthquake event.

Fresno is not susceptible to soil erosion with the exception of the San Joaquin River Bluffs.
Adoption of the General Plan would not result in a significant increase in development along
the Bluffs. The General Plan Noise and Safety Element includes the following objective and
implementing policies that would minimize potentially hazardous conditions posed by geologic
and soils risks:

Noise and Safety Element

Objective NS-2: Minimize risks of property damage and personal injury posed by geologic
and seismic risks.

Policy NS-1-a: Seismic Protection. Ensure seismic protection is incorporated into new and
existing construction, consistent with the Fresno Municipal Code.
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Policy NS-2-b: Soil Analysis Requirement. Identify areas with potential geologic and/or soils
hazards, and require development in these areas to conduct a soil analysis and mitigation plan
by a registered civil engineer (or engineering geologist specializing in soil geology) prior to
allowing on-site drainage or disposal for wastewater, stormwater runoff, or swimming pool/spa
water.

Policy NS-2-d: Bluff Preservation Overlay Zone. Maintain the requirements of the Bluff
Preservation Overlay Zone District, which will include provisions to:

» Require proposed development within 300 feet of the toe of the San Joaquin River bluffs
to undertake an engineering soils investigation and evaluation report that demonstrates
that the site is sufficiently stable to support the proposed development, or provide
mitigations to provide sufficient stability; and

o Establish a minimum setback of 30 feet from the San Joaquin River bluff edge for all
future structures and rear yards.

The implementation of the above objective and implementing policies would reduce impacts
from mudflows to less than significant.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

2. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the hydrology and water quality
related mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact
Report SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist
dated June 11, 2015

Less Than Less
Potentially Sianificant Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant witgh Mitigation Significa | No Impact
Impact nt
Incorporated Impact
X. LAND USE AND PLANNING -
Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established X
community?
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b) Conflict with any applicable land
use plan, policy, or regulation of an
agency with jurisdiction over the
project (including, but not limited to
the general plan, specific plan, local X
coastal program, or  zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose
of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat
conservation plan or  natural X
community conservation plan?

The City of Fresno recently updated its General Plan in December 2014. The general plan
anticipates a population of 780,600 by the year 2035 and is the vision for the city in
accommodating that growth in a way that enhances quality of life for all Fresnans. The general
plan redefined geographical areas of the city and emphasizes infill over greenfield
development. At the time of the writing of this document, the City is still operating with its
existing zoning code. Therefore new development must comply with the new General Plan
and is also still subject to the existing zoning code.

a. Physically Divide an Established Community

The General Plan includes the following objectives and policies which reduce this impact to
less than significant by using urban design to create orderly development and multimodal
connectivity:

Policy UF-8: Develop each of Downtown’s neighborhoods and districts, according to its
unique character.

Policy UF-12-a: BRT Corridors. Design land uses and integrate development site plans along
BRT corridors, with transit-oriented development that supports transit ridership and convenient
pedestrian access to bus stops and BRT station stops.

Policy UF-12-b: Activity Centers. Mixed-use designated areas along BRT and/or transit
corridors are appropriate for more intensive concentrations of urban uses. Typical uses could
include commercial areas; employment centers; schools; compact residential development;
religious institutions; parks; and other gathering points where residents may interact, work, and
obtain goods and services in the same place.
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Policy UF-12-d: Appropriate Mixed-Use. Facilitate the development of vertical and horizontal
mixed-uses to blend residential, commercial, and public land uses on one or adjacent sites.
Ensure land use compatibility between mixed-use districts in Activity Centers and the
surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Policy UF-12-g: Impacts on Surrounding Uses. Establish design standards and buffering
requirements for high-intensity Activity Centers to protect surrounding residential uses from
increased impacts from traffic noise and vehicle emissions, visual intrusion, interruption of view
and air movement, and encroachment upon solar access.

Policy LU-1-b: Land Use Definition and Compatibility. Include zoning districts and standards
in the Development Code that provide for the General Plan land use designations and create
appropriate transitions or buffers between new development with existing uses, taking into
consideration the health and safety of the community.

Policy LU-1-c: Provision of Public Facilites and Services. Promote orderly land use
development in pace with public facilities and services needed to serve development.

Policy LU-1-d: Orderly Transition of Existing Uses. Consider updates to the Fresno Municipal
Code to provide for the orderly transition of existing, legal non-conforming uses on the BRT
Corridors to conforming uses by 2035.

Policy LU-1-e: Annexation Requirements. Consider implementing policies and requirements
that achieve annexations to the City that conform to the General Plan Land Use Designations
and open space and park system, and are revenue neutral and cover all costs for public
infrastructure, public facilities, and public services on an ongoing basis.

LU-1-f: Coordination with Fresno County Land Use Planning. Seek a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the County of Fresno to prohibit development inconsistent with this
General Plan on unincorporated land within the City’s (SOI).

Objective LU-2: Plan for infill development that includes a range of housing types, building
forms, and land uses to meet the needs of both current and future residents.

Policy LU-2-a: Infill Development and Redevelopment. Promote development of vacant,
underdeveloped, and redevelopable land within the City Limits where urban services are
available by considering the establishment and implementation of supportive regulations and
programs.

Policy LU-2-e: Neighborhood Preservation. Incorporate standards in the Development Code
to preserve the existing small-scale residential quality of older neighborhoods.
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Objective LU-4: Enhance existing residential neighborhoods through regulations, code
enforcement, and compatible infill development.

Policy LU-5-a: Low Density Residential Uses. Promote low-density residential uses only
where there are established neighborhoods with semi-rural or estate characteristics.

Policy LU-5-b: Medium-Low Density Residential Uses. Promote medium-low density
residential uses to preserve existing uses of that nature or provide a transition between low
and medium density residential areas.

Policy LU-5-c: Medium Density Residential Uses. Promote medium density residential uses
to maximize efficient use and affordability of residential property through a wide range of
densities.

Policy LU-5-g: Scale and Character of New Development. Allow new development in or
adjacent to established neighborhoods that is compatible in scale and character with the
surrounding area by promoting a transition in scale and architecture character between new
buildings and established neighborhoods, as well as integrating pedestrian circulation and
vehicular routes.

Policy LU-6-a: Design of Commercial Development. Foster high quality design, diversity, and
a mix of amenities in new development with uses through the consideration of guidelines,
regulations and design review procedures.

Policy LU-6-c: Appropriate Office Development. Promote the establishment of development
standards for new offices, addressing location, size, and intensity necessary to meet the City's
needs. Integrate and support employment in adjacent and proximate neighborhoods.

« Locate office projects to provide a transition between more intensive commercial uses
and residential areas.

« Facilitate office uses in conjunction with, and adjacent to, institutions and employment
centers.

e Avoid over concentrating office uses in any one part of Fresno when new office
developments would create excessive vacancy rates in other established office areas.

Policy LU-6-f: Auto-Oriented Commercial Uses. Direct highway-oriented and auto-serving
commercial uses to locations that are compatible with the Urban Form policies of the General
Plan. Ensure adequate buffering measures for adjacent residential uses noise, glare, odors,
and dust.
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Policy LU-8-a: Civic and Institutional Use Compatibility. Protect civic and institutional areas
from incompatible uses that could affect their vitality and contributions to the city.

Policy D-1-j: Lighting Standards. Update lighting standards to reflect best practices and
protect adjoining uses from glare and spillover light.

Objective D-4: Preserve and strengthen Fresno’s overall image through design review and
create a safe, walkable and attractive urban environment for the current and future generations
of residents.

Policy D-4-f: Design Compatibility with Residential Uses. Strive to ensure that all new non-
residential land uses are developed and maintained in a manner complementary to and
compatible with adjacent residential land uses, to minimize interface problems with the
surrounding environment and to be compatible with public facilities and services.

Objective D-5: Maintain and improve community appearance through programs that prevent
and abate blighting influences.

Policy D-5-a: Code Enforcement. Continue enforcement of the Fresno Municipal Code to
remove or abate public nuisances in a timely manner.

Objective D-7: Continue applying local urban form, land use, and design policies to specific
neighborhoods and locations.

Plan Amendment A-15-001 proposed minor changes to the General Plan land use map, the
development of which would be subject to the above objectives and policies.

Therefore, with application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are
within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

b. Conflict with any land use plan, policy or regulation

Several different entities have land use plans, policies or regulations which affect land within
the City of Fresno planning boundary. These include the Federal Aviation Administration
(airport regulations), LAFCO and the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government
Rerganization Act (annexation and jurisdiction), the California Land Conservation Act
(Williamson Act), the Fresno Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), and the San
Joaquin River Parkway. In addition, local land use plans include the County of Fresno’'s
general plan and City of Fresno community plans and specific plans. Regulations from these
plans and agencies, along with the following General Plan objectives and policies, reduce any
potential conflict with a land use plan, policy or regulation to less than significant:

Policy LU-1-a: Promote Development within the Existing City Limits as of December 31,
2012. Promote new development, infill, and rehabilitation of existing building stock in the
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Downtown Planning Area, along BRT corridors, in established neighborhoods generally south
of Herndon Avenue, and on other infill sites and vacant land within the City.

Policy LU-1-c: Provision of Public Facilites and Services. Promote orderly land use
development in pace with public facilities and services needed to serve development.

Policy LU-1-e: Annexation Requirements. Consider implementing policies and requirements
that achieve annexations to the City that conform to the General Plan Land Use Designations
and open space and park system, and are revenue neutral and cover all costs for public
infrastructure, public facilities, and public services on an ongoing basis.

Policy LU-1-g: SOl Expansion. Maintain the City’s current SOI boundaries without additional
expansion, except to allow for the siting of a maintenance yard for the California High Speed
Train project and related industrial and employment priority areas proximate to and south of
the SOI boundary between State Route 41 and State Route 99. Prohibit residential uses in the
expansion area.

San Joaquin River Corridor

The County includes policies regarding development within the San Joaquin River corridor.
These policies include LU-C.6., LU-C.7. The implementation of the following policies from the
proposed General Plan would result in land use consistency with the County’s policies.

Policy RC-10-b: Zoning in San Joaquin Riverbottom. Maintain zoning consistent with on-
going mineral extraction in the San Joaquin Riverbottom that also allows multiple open space
uses in conformance with State law, and the City’'s Surface Mining Ordinance.

Policy LU-1-b. Land Use Definition and Compatibility. Include zoning districts and standards
in the Development Code that provide for the General Plan land use designations and create
appropriate transitions or buffers between new development with existing uses, taking into
consideration the health and safety of the community.

Planning and Development

The County includes policies regarding planning and development within unincorporated
areas. These policies include LU-G.1., LU-G.2., LU-G.7, and LU-G.11. The implementation of
the following policies from the proposed General Plan would result in land use consistency with
the County’s policies.

Policy LU-1-c: Provision of Public Facilities and Services. Promote orderly land use
development in pace with public facilities and services needed to serve development.

Policy LU-1-e. Annexation Requirements. Consider implementing policies and requirements
that achieve annexations to the City that conform to the General Plan Land Use Designations
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and open space and park system, and are revenue neutral and cover all costs for public
infrastructure, public facilities, and public services on an ongoing basis.

Policy LU-1-f. Coordination with Fresno County Land Use Planning. Seek a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the County of Fresno to prohibit development inconsistent with this
General Plan on unincorporated land within the City’s (SOI).

Policy LU-11-c: General Plan Consistency. Pursue coordinated planning and development
project reviews with relevant federal, State, and local public agencies to ensure consistency
with this General Plan.

Orderly Outward Expansion

The County includes a policy regarding orderly outward expansion from City limits to within
unincorporated areas. This policy is LU-G.4. The implementation of the following policies from
the proposed General Plan would result in land use consistency with the County’s policies.

Policy LU-1-a: Promote Development within the Existing City Limits as of December 31,
2012. Promote new development, infill, and rehabilitation of existing building stock in the
Downtown Planning Area, along BRT corridors, in established neighborhoods generally south
of Herndon Avenue, and on other infill sites and vacant land within the City.

Policy LU-1-c: Provision of Public Facilites and Services. Promote orderly land use
development in pace with public facilities and services needed to serve development.

Policy LU-1-g: SOI Expansion. Maintain the City’s current SOl boundaries without additional
expansion, except to allow for the siting of a maintenance yard for the California High Speed
Train project and related industrial and employment priority areas proximate to and south of
the SOI boundary between State Route 41 and State Route 99. Prohibit residential uses in the
expansion area.

Minimization of Land Use Conflicts

The County includes policies regarding minimizing land use conflicts as development occurs.
These policies include LU-G.6 and LU-G.10. The implementation of the following policy from
the proposed General Plan would result in land use consistency with the County’s policies, and
potential impacts would be less than significant.

Policy LU-1-b: Land Use Definition and Compatibility. Include zoning districts and standards
in the Development Code that provide for the General Plan land use designations and create
appropriate transitions or buffers between new development with existing uses, taking into
consideration the health and safety of the community.
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San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan

The policies within the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan were reviewed to determine
the consistency of the proposed project with the existing policies. As identified in Section
5.10.3 above, the Master Plan includes policies regarding development within the parkway and
providing buffers. Based on a review of the Master Plan policies, the following policies within
the proposed General Plan would be consistent with the existing Master Plan policies, and
potential impacts would be less than significant.

Development within the Parkway

Policy RC-10-b: Zoning in San Joaquin Riverbottom. Maintain zoning consistent with on-
going mineral extraction in the San Joaquin Riverbottom that also allows multiple open space
uses in conformance with State law and the City’s Surface Mining Ordinance.

Policy POSS-5-c: Buffers for Natural Areas. Require development projects, where
appropriate and warranted, to incorporate natural features (such as ponds, hedgerows, and
wooded strips) to serve as buffers for adjacent natural areas with high ecological value.

Policy POSS-6-a: San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan. Support the San Joaquin River
Conservancy in its efforts to update the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan by working
with the other jurisdictions and the River Conservancy to create a comprehensive and feasible
plan for preservation, conservation, and development.

Policy POSS-7-d. Buffer Zones near Intensive Uses. Protect natural reserve areas and
wildlife corridor areas in the San Joaquin River corridor whenever more intensive human uses
exist or are proposed on adjacent lands. Use buffer zones to allow multiple uses on parts of
the parkway while still protecting wildlife and native plants.

« Require studies of appropriate buffer widths to be approved by State and federal wildlife
agencies before variances from standard buffer zone widths are granted.

« Maintain natural riparian buffer zones with appropriate native plants (seed material and
cuttings locally derived).

« Incorporate open space uses such as pasture, low-intensity agricultural activities, and the
“rough” or marginal areas of golf courses, into buffer zones when they constitute an
improvement in habitat over a previous use or degraded area. Evaluate and address the
potential impacts of construction, cultural, and operational practices (such as grading,
number of livestock per acre, lighting, and use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers)
before these uses are be approved for buffering.

« For nearby areas of the San Joaquin River corridor outside of the exclusive jurisdiction of
the City, support efforts to work with other jurisdictions to achieve this policy.
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Provide Buffers

Policy POSS-5-c: Buffers for Natural Areas. Require development projects, where
appropriate and warranted, to incorporate natural features (such as ponds, hedgerows, and
wooded strips) to serve as buffers for adjacent natural areas with high ecological value.

Policy POSS-7-d: Buffer Zones near Intensive Uses. Protect natural reserve areas and
wildlife corridor areas in the San Joaquin River corridor whenever more intensive human uses
exist or are proposed on adjacent lands. Use buffer zones to allow multiple uses on parts of
the parkway while still protecting wildlife and native plants.

 Require studies of appropriate buffer widths to be approved by State and federal wildlife
agencies before variances from standard buffer zone widths are granted.

 Maintain natural riparian buffer zones with appropriate native plants (seed material and
cuttings locally derived).

« Incorporate open space uses such as pasture, low-intensity agricultural activities, and the
‘rough” or marginal areas of golf courses, into buffer zones when they constitute an
improvement in habitat over a previous use or degraded area. Evaluate and address the
potential impacts of construction, cultural, and operational practices (such as grading,
number of livestock per acre, lighting, and use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers)
before these uses are be approved for buffering.

o For nearby areas of the San Joaquin River corridor outside of the exclusive jurisdiction of
the City, support efforts to work with other jurisdictions to achieve this policy.

Policy LU-1-b: Land Use Definition and Compatibility. Include zoning districts and standards
in the Development Code that provide for the General Plan land use designations and create
appropriate transitions or buffers between new development with existing uses, taking into
consideration the health and safety of the community.

Conflict with any Habitat Conservation Plan

The City of Fresno Planning Area does not occur within the boundaries of any approved or
draft Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP) or
other adopted local, regional or state HCP. Therefore, development within the Planning Area
will not result in any impacts to an adopted HCP or NCCP.
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Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001

are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporate
d

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Xl. MINERAL RESOURCES --
Would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of
a known mineral resource that would

recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other
land use plan?

X
be of value to the region and the
residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of
a locally-important mineral resource %

The sites that comprise Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 are not located in an area designated

for mineral resource preservation or recovery. Therefore no impacts would occur.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

XIl. NOISE -- Would the project result
in:

a) Exposure of persons to or
generation of noise levels in excess
of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other
agencies?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

b) Exposure of persons to or
generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise
levels?

c) A substantial permanent increase
in ambient noise levels in the project
vicinity above levels existing without
the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic
increase in ambient noise levels in
the project vicinity above levels
existing without the project?

e) For a project located within an
airport land use plan or, where such
a plan has not been adopted, within
two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise
levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, would the project
expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise
levels?

Generally, the three primary sources of substantial noise that affect the City of Fresno and its
residents are all transportation-related and consist of local streets and regional highways;
airport operations at the Fresno Yosemite International, the Fresno-Chandler Downtown, and
the Sierra Sky Park Airports; and railroad operations along the BNSF Railway and the Union

Pacific Railroad lines.

The existing noise conditions in the General Plan Planning Area were measured at nine
Noise monitoring sites were selected to be
representative of typical residential, commercial, and industrial sites within the Planning Area,

locations from May 30 to June 1, 2012.
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as well as arterial roadways, elevated and below-grade freeways, and railroad crossings with
and without train horn soundings. At each of the nine long-term 24-hour noise monitoring
sites, day-night statistical noise level trends were recorded to develop DNL values.
Descriptions of each location and the measured noise levels are provided in the MEIR.

a. Exposure to noise in excess of standards.

A noise study conducted for the General Plan found that ambient noise levels related to
traffic could exceed local standards, which would be considered a significant impact.

However, Implementation of proposed General Plan Policy NS-1-a would increase the City's
noise standard for sensitive land uses to 65 dB L4, or CNEL from transportation sources and
through implementation of proposed General Plan Policy NS-1-g, which requires the
implementation of noise reduction performance standards for new noise sensitive uses that
requires consideration of the following noise reduction measures:

« Construct fagades with substantial weight and insulation;

Use sound-rated windows for primary sleeping and activity areas;

Use sound-rated doors for all exterior entries at primary sleeping and activity areas;

Use minimum setbacks and exterior barriers;

Use acoustic baffling of vents for chimneys, attic and gable ends;

Install a mechanical ventilation system that provides fresh air under closed window
conditions.

In an effort to address noise impacts in the City, the General Plan includes the following
policies designed to reduce noise impacts from all noise sources:

Policy NS-1-a. Desirable and Generally Acceptable Exterior Noise Environment. Establish 60
dB LDN or CNEL as the standard for the desirable maximum average exterior noise levels for
defined usable exterior areas of residential and noise-sensitive uses for noise, but accept 65
dB LDN or CNEL for noise generated by transportation sources.

Policy NS-1-e. Update Noise Ordinance. Update the Noise Ordinance to ensure that noise
exposure information and specific standards for both exterior and interior noise and
measurement criteria are consistent with this General Plan and changing conditions within the
city and with noise control regulations or policies enacted after the adoption of this element.
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Policy NS-1-f. Performance Standards. Implement performance standards for noise
reduction for new residential and noise sensitive uses exposed to exterior community noise
levels from transportation sources above 65 dB DNL or CNEL, as shown on Figure NS-3:
Future Noise Contours, or as identified by a project-specific acoustic study based on the target
acceptable noise levels set in Tables 9-2 and 9-3 and Policies NS-1-a through NS-1-c.

Policy NS-1-g Noise mitigation measures which help achieve these noise level targets may
include, without limitation, the following:

« Construct fagades with substantial weight and insulation:;

 Use sound-rated windows for primary sleeping and activity areas;

Use sound-rated doors for all exterior entries at primary sleeping and activity areas;

Use minimum setbacks and exterior barriers;

Use acoustic baffling of vents for chimneys, attic and gable ends;

Install a mechanical ventilation system that provides fresh air under closed window
conditions.

Alternative acoustical designs that achieve the prescribed noise level standards may be
approved by the City, provided that a qualified Acoustical Consultant submits information
demonstrating that the alternative designs will achieve and maintain the specific targets for
outdoor activity areas and interior spaces.

Policy NS-1-h. Interior Noise Level Requirement. Comply with the State Code requirement
that any new multifamily residential, hotel, or dorm building exposed to exterior noise levels
above 60 decibels CNEL must be designed to incorporate noise reduction measures to meet
the 45 dB LDN interior noise criterion, and apply this standard as well to all new single-family
residential and noise sensitive issues.

Policy NS-1-i. Mitigation by New Development. Require a noise study where new
development of industrial, commercial or other noise generating land uses (including
transportation facilities such as roadways, railroads, and airports) may result in noise levels
that exceed the noise level exposure criteria established by Tables 9-2 and 9-3 to determine
impacts, and require developers to mitigate these impacts in conformance with Tables 9-2 and
9-3 as a condition of permit approval through appropriate means.

Potential impacts were found to be significant and unavoidable, even with implementation of
the General Plan policies noted above. The proposed plan amendment would be subject to all
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of the General Plan policies noted above and would not present any significant change to
conditions as analyzed in the MEIR. Therefore no new impacts would result from Plan
Amendment A-15-001 that are beyond the scope of the MEIR .

b. Groundborn Vibration

The MEIR analyzed groundbourne vibration impacts that could result from buildout under the
General Plan. Based on likely scenarios of construction, vibration factors of various types of
construction equipment, condition of existing building stock, and local city requirements for
building separation (ie setbacks, easements, etc) it found vibration impacts to be less than
significant. Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 would not result in groundbourne vibration impacts
in excess of those analyzed in the MEIR, therefore impacts from A-15-001 are less than
significant.

c/d. Permanent increase in ambient noise levels

As addressed in Impact NOIl-a, future development activities within the Planning Area would
result in increased traffic volumes, thus incrementally increasing noise levels in some areas.
Future noise levels along existing roadways and highways are projected to increase by 2 to 10
dB. New roadways, significantly expanded roadways, or sparsely populated areas where
significant new development is expected to occur may see noise levels increase by more than
ten dB. Such increases in noise level can subsequently increase annoyance to populations
and communities adjacent to the roadways. Future noise contours for vehicles are provided in
Figure NS-3 of the General Plan.

See NOI-a above for further analysis. Potential impacts were found to be significant and
unavoidable, even with implementation of the General Plan policies noted above. The
proposed plan amendment would be subject to all of the General Plan policies noted above
and would not present any significant change to conditions as analyzed in the MEIR.
Therefore no new impacts would result from Plan Amendment A-15-001 that are beyond the
scope of the MEIR .

e. .Airport Noise

The city’s airport plans include land use and noise regulations with prohibit noise sensitive
uses within airport noise contours of a certain level. Compliance with these plans, which is
supported by the General Plan policy noted below, results in less than significant impact.

NS-1-p. Airport Noise Compatibility. Implement the land use and noise exposure compatibility
provisions of the adopted Fresno Yosemite International Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan,
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the Fresno-Chandler Downtown Airport Master and Environs Specific Plan and the Sierra
Skypark Land Use Policy Plan to assess noise compatibility of proposed uses and
improvements within airport influence and environs areas.

f. Private Airstrip Noise

No private airstrips exist within the General Plan planning boundary, therefore there are no
impacts.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant | Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

No
Impact

XllIl. POPULATION AND HOUSING -
- Would the project:

a) Induce substantial population
growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes X
and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads
or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of
existing housing, necessitating the X
construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

c) Displace substantial numbers of
people, necessitating the X
construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

Population in the Planning Area would increase due to the proposed new development under
the proposed General Plan. The proposed General Plan accommodates up to approximately
425,000 additional persons for a total of 970,000 persons within the Planning Area by the
buildout year of 2056. In addition, the General Plan is projected to accommodate
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approximately 145,000 additional housing units for a total of approximately 332,000 units by
the buildout year of 2056.

The land use changes proposed in Plan Amendment A-15-001 would produce a negligible
change in population and housing (less than 1%). Assuming the highest densities of the range
corresponding to the various land uses proposed for change and a persons per household rate
of 3.09 (2010 Census) a net loss of 3,504 persons results, and a corresponding net loss of
1134.26 dwelling units across the plan area. This change is considered to be within the scope
of the MEIR and less than significant.

a. Growth inducement

Analysis in the MEIR found that the city’s jobs to housing ratio will improve over the planning
period, thus reducing potential growth inducing impacts. The population changes that could
result from Plan Amendment A-15-001 would not significantly affect the city's jobs-housing
ratio, as the quantity of change is less than 1%.

b. Housing Displacement

The General Plan proposed development on vacant land as well as redevelopment on land
that is currently developed. However, the MEIR found that the quantity of new housing units
proposed in the General Plan was sufficient to offset any housing displacement that may occur.
Furthermore, prior to any displacement in a particular development project, a relocation
analysis is required in accordance with federal and/or state law.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 would result in a maximum reduction of 1,134 dwelling units
out of a projected 145,000 additional dwelling units to be constructed at General Plan buildout.
At less than 1%, this is considered less than significant and within the scope of the MEIR.

c. Population Displacement

As described in Impact PH-b above, implementation of the proposed General Plan could
potentially result in removal of existing residential units. However, the General Plan includes a
substantial number of new housing. Therefore, implementation of the project would result in
an increase in housing units available for residences that would be removed. Prior to any
displacement, a relocation analysis must be prepared in accordance with federal and/or state
law. Implementation of the General Plan would not displace a substantial number of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing in addition to the housing that is
planned under the proposed General Plan. Since Pian Amendment No. A-15-001 would result
in a negligible change to population and housing units, it is within the scope of the MEIR.
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Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Less Than
Potentially | Significant |Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES --

a) Would the project result in
substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental
facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the
public services:

Fire protection? X
Police protection? X
Drainage and flood control? X
Parks? X
Schools? X

X

Other public services?

The purpose of this section is to determine if there are any significant impacts to public
services such as Fire and Police protection, drainage and flood control, parks, schools,
hospitals, libraries and other public services as a result of the project. The MEIR discusses
each service provider and level of service in detail.

a. Substantial adverse impacts due to provision of new public services required to
serve the project.

The General Plan MEIR includes an extensive analysis of the above public services and
related service levels. General Plan policies (too numerous to list here) call for adequate
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staffing and resource allocation, inter jurisdictional cooperation and efficiencies, facility siting
parameters, and community risk management planning to maintain adequate levels of service.

MEIR mitigation measures require project specific design features to ensure optimal
functioning of any future public facilities.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected public service levels. The amendment includes a net loss of
projected population of 3,504 persons, thereby reducing demand on public services.

In summary, with application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

Mitiqation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the hydrology and water quality
related mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact
Report SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist
dated June 11, 2015

Less Than
Potentially | Significant Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XV. RECREATION --

a) Would the project increase the use
of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational X
facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility
would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include
recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion  of X
recreational facilities which might
have an adverse physical effect on
the environment?

The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to park and
recreation facilities. General Plan policies (too numerous to list here) call for implementation of
parkland standards, park planning with priority on most needy areas, public input, and the
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provision of additional parkland in certain areas.

MEIR mitigation measures require project specific design features to ensure optimal
functioning of any future facilities.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected park and recreation service levels. The amendment includes a net
loss of projected population of 3,504 persons, thereby reducing demand on public services,
including recreational services. In addition, the amendment includes a net increase of 22 acres
of open space across the plan area (6.36 acres of park, 9.44 acres of open space, and 6.26
acres of open space/clear zone).

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate Public Service/Recreation related
mitigation measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report
SCH No. 2012111015 Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated June

11, 2015
Less Than
Potentially | Significant Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

XVI. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC
-- Would the project:

a) Conflict with an applicable plan,
ordinance or policy establishing
measures of effectiveness for the
performance of the circulation
system, taking into account all modes
of transportation including mass X
transit and non-motorized travel and
relevant components of the
circulation system, including but not
limited to intersections, streets,
highways and freeways, pedestrian
and bicycle paths and mass transit?
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

b) Conflict with an applicable
congestion management program,
including but not limited to level of
service standards and travel demand
measures or other standards
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated
roads or highways?

c) Result in a change in air traffic
patterns, including either an increase
in traffic levels or a change in
location that result in substantial
safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards
due to a design feature (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

e) Result in inadequate emergency
access?

f) Conflict with adopted policies,
plans, or programs regarding public
transit, bicycle, or pedestrian
facilities, or otherwise decrease the
performance or safety of such
facilities?

The City of Fresno General Plan will accommodate planned population and employment
growth without expanding its current SOI, accommodating 180,000 more people than the
current General Plan in the same area. The intent is to accommodate anticipated growth
through compact, walkable, infill, new complete neighborhoods, and mixed-use development
through intensification of the downtown planning area, high capacity transit corridors, intensive
urban activity centers, and multi-modal districts.
employment closer to services. Increased development density and intensity is correlated with
reduced vehicle trips. Mixing complementary uses in a neighborhood setting increases

-73-

This focus will locate population and




internal trip “capture,” and different urban design approaches increase transportation
connectivity and provide high-quality bicycle, pedestrian, and transit facilities by increasing the
relative attractiveness of non-automobile modes of travel to promote travel mode shifts. The
City of Fresno General Plan also provides a complete streets approach, which considers all
modes of transportation, in the planning, design and implementation of facilities to support
planned population and employment growth.

The General Plan MEIR includes an extensive analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to
transportation and traffic facilities and a full explanation of the traffic modeling conducted for
the General Plan and criteria used to evaluate the results. General Plan policies (too numerous
to list here) call for various measures to enhance the transportation system for all modes of
transportation. Notable changes to the city’s transportation policies include acceptance of
lower Level of Service (LOS) values in some areas, since LOS standards fail to acknowledge
all users of the circulation system and other community values. In addition, General Plan
policies allow relaxed thresholds for requiring Traffic Impact Studies for project-specific
analyses.

The MEIR traffic model resulted in LOS on certain roadway segments across the city that
exceeded the LOS standard set for that area, and findings of overriding consideration were
made for those segments.

a. Conflict with a plan, ordinance or policy establishing performance measures for the
transportation system?

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 is a refinement of the General Plan land use map and does not
include any specific development proposals. The proposed land use changes that are
included in the plan amendment were analyzed at the general plan level to determine if
additional significant impacts could be identified beyond those identified in the MEIR. Net
increases in peak hour traffic generated by the proposed land use changes were reviewed to
ensure the adjacent streets had the capacity to accommodate the additional trips and that LOS
standards were maintained. The analysis concluded that all proposed land use changes were
within the scope of the traffic analysis in the MEIR and did not cause degradation of LOS
standards beyond the standards identified in the General Plan and MEIR. It should be noted
that the net city wide traffic change resulting from the proposed land use changes is a 19,813
decrease in average daily trips (Technical Traffic Appendix Available upon request).

b. Conflict with a Congestion Management Program

The passage of California Assembly Bill 2419 in 1996 allowed counties to “opt out” of the
California Congestion Management Program, reference above, if a majority of local
governments elected to exempt themselves from California’s congestion management plans.
On September 25, 1997, the Fresno COG Policy Board rescinded the Fresno County
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Congestion Management Program at the request of the local member agencies. Therefore,
this impact criteria is not applicable and this impact is less than significant.

c. Change in air traffic patterns

The project includes two sites that are within Airport Influence Areas (AlA):
e #27, Mission Ranch site, within the Fresno Executive Chander Airport AlA, and
e #37, Herndon and Brawley, within the Sierra SkyPark AlA.

However, land use changes on these sites are still considered consistent with plan policies and
will not change traffic patterns on these sites.

d. Substantially increase hazards due to design feature?

No design features are proposed with Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-001, as it
consists of land use changes at the general plan level and no project specific proposals.

e. Result in inadequate emergency access?

Conditions of approval for project specific development proposals require adequate emergency
access. Emergency access will not be impeded by Plan Amendment Application No. A-15-
001, as it consists of land use changes at the general plan level. Project specific conditions
that ensure adequate emergency access would be placed on the properties as a condition of
development.

f. Conflict with adopted plans, policies or programs related to transit, bicycle and
pedestrian access?

Numerous general plan policies call for enhanced transit, bicycle and pedestrian access. Land
use changes proposed as part of Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 would not cause conflicts
with adopted plans, policies or programs related to transit, bicycle and pedestrian access, as
all applicable general plan policies would apply to these sites upon their ultimate development.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies, impacts of Plan Amendment A-15-001
are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

XVIl. UTILITIES AND SERVICE
SYSTEMS -- Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment
requirements of the applicable
Regional Water Quality Control
Board?

b) Require or result in the
construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

¢) Require or result in the
construction of new storm water
drainage facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant
environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies
available to serve the project from
existing entitlements and resources,
or are new or expanded entitlements
needed?

e) Result in a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that
it has adequate capacity to serve the
project's projected demand in
addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with
sufficient permitted capacity to
accommodate the project's solid

waste disposal needs?
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Less Than
Potentially | Significant |Less Than

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant | with Significant | No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

g) Comply with federal, state, and
local statutes and regulations related X
to solid waste?

The General Plan MEIR addresses the existing regulations and conditions related to utilities
and service systems in detail. The topics of water, wastewater, drainage/flood control, and
solid/hazardous waste are discussed in detail in that document. Below, they are summarized.

ale. Waste Water Treatment

The General Plan MEIR includes an extensive analysis of wastewater treatment needs and
related service levels. General Plan policies (too numerous to list here) call for payment of
connection fees, monitoring of land use changes, conservation, wastewater recycling, and
regulation of the food and drink industry to adequately provide wastewater treatment over the
planning period.

MEIR mitigation measures require the following:

Updating the City of Fresno Wastewater Master Plan
Construction of new wastewater treatment facilities
Improving trunk sewer lines

Adding and improving surface water treatment facilities
Construction of new water wells

Construction of water storage reservoirs

Additional drainage facilities to be constructed by FMFCD

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected wastewater treatment levels. The amendment would result in a net
loss of projected population of 3,504 persons, and a net loss of non-residential square feet of
1.2 million at buildout.

In summary, with application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

b. Water or Wastewater Treatment Facilities

The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to water or
waste water treatment facilities. General Plan policies (too numerous to list here) call for
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construction of several wastewater treatment facilities, recycled water facilities, surface water
treatment facilities, and improvements to the wastewater collection system and water
conveyance facilities.

MEIR mitigation measures require mitigation of project specific impacts related to construction
of these facilities.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected water or wastewater treatment service levels. The amendment
includes a net loss of projected dwelling units of 1,134 and a net loss in non-residential square
footage of 1.2 million square feet.

In summary, with application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

c. Stormwater Drainage Facilities

The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to stormwater
drainage facilities. The environmental analysis provided in the final MEIRfor the 2004 Services
Plan is incorporated by reference. The implementation of the General Plan objectives and
policies identified in Sections Hydrology and Water Quality (Section 5.9), Biological Resources
(Section 5.4), Public Services (Section 5.13), Agricultural Resources (Section 5.2), and Air
Quality (Section 5.3) would reduce the potential significant effects from the construction and
operation of the future storm water drainage facilities. However, even with the implementation
of these objectives and policies, the potential significant impacts identified above would
remain.

MEIR mitigation measures require mitigation of project specific impacts related to construction
of these storm drain facilities.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected storm drainage facility needs. The amendment includes a net loss of
projected dwelling units of 1,134 and a net loss in non-residential square footage of 1.2 million
square feet.

In summary, with application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant

d. Water Supplies
The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to water

supplies. General Plan policies (too numerous to list here) call for strategic management of the
city’s water facilities, use of innovative tools to forecast need, a potable water cost recovery
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strategy, conditioning and monitoring of new development to ensure adequate water supplies
are available, updating of the city’s Capital Improvement Programs, and repair of the city’s
water facilities, continued monitoring and treatment to ensure water quality.

MEIR mitigation measures require evaluation of the city's water supply system and
construction of a recycled water expansion to the Fresno-Clovis Regional Wastewater
Reclamation Facility by approximately 2025.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected water supply levels. The amendment includes a net loss of projected
dwelling units of 1,134 and a net loss in non-residential square footage of 1.2 million square
feet.

In summary, with application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR.

flg. Landfill Capacity and Solid Waste

The General Plan MEIR includes an analysis of the impacts of the General Plan to landfill
capacity. Existing Federal, State and local statutes require a 50% diversion of solid waste from
landfills. The MEIR found that no mitigation measures were required to ensure that General
Plan buildout will be within existing landfill capacity.

Plan Amendment No. A-15-001 does not include land use changes that are large enough to
affect current or projected landfill capacity. The amendment includes a net loss of projected
dwelling units of 1,134 and a net loss in non-residential square footage of 1.2 million square
feet.

Summary: With application of General Plan policies and MEIR mitigation measures, impacts
of Plan Amendment A-15-001 are within the scope of the MEIR and less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

1. The proposed project shall implement and incorporate the utilities- related mitigation
measures as identified in the attached Master Environmental Impact Report SCH No.
2012111015-- Fresno General Plan Mitigation Monitoring Checklist dated June 11, 2015.
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Less Than
Significant | Less

with Than
Mitigation | Significant
Incorporate | Impact

d

Potentially
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant
Impact

No Impact

XVIli. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF
SIGNIFICANCE --

a) Does the project have the potential
to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or X
animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangered plant or animal or
eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or
prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that
are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable" means
that the incremental effects of a X
project are considerable when
viewed in connection with the effects
of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have
environmental effects which will

cause substantial adverse effects on X
human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

In summary, given the mitigation measures required of the proposed project and the analysis
detailed in the preceding Initial Study, the proposed project:

» Does not have environmental impacts which will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly nor indirectly.
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» Does not have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce
the habitat of a fish/wildlife or native plant species (or cause their population to drop below
self-sustaining levels), does not threaten to eliminate a native plant or animal community,
and does not threaten or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal.

» Does not eliminate important examples of elements of California history or prehistory.

» Does not have impacts which would be cumulatively considerable even though individually
limited.

Therefore, there are no mandatory findings of significance and preparation of an
Environmental Impact Report is not warranted for this project.

Technical Traffic Appendix (available upon request)
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