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January 26, 2011

COMMISSION MEETING 1-26-11

APPROVED BY

FROM: MARK SCOTT, City Manager A4S DEPARTMENT DIREGTOR

City Manager's Office

BY KEVIN E. FABINO, Planning Manage
Development and Resource Management Department

SUBJECT:  CONSIDERATION OF ROEDING REGIONAL PARK FACILITY MASTER
PLAN AND FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE ROEDING
REGIONAL PARK AND FRESNO CHAFFEE ZOO FACILITY MASTER
PLANS, SCH. NO. 2008031002

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Planning Commission take the following actions:

1. RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL CERTIFICATION of the Final Environmental Impact
Report, SCH No. 2008031002, which consists of the following: Draft EIR and other
informational documents pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

2. RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL of the City of Fresno, Roeding Regional

Park Facility Master Plan.

PROJECT INFORMATION

PROJECT

Consideration of the Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan
and environmental analysis, pertaining to Roeding Regional Park
and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans.

APPLICANT

City of Fresno

LOCATION

850 West Belmont Avenue, Fresno, California (APN: 450-020-08T).

The 148-acre regional park is bounded by West Olive Avenue on
the north; West Belmont Avenue on the south; Golden State
Boulevard and Union Pacific Rail line on the east; and State Route
99 on the west.

(Council District 3, Councilmember Baines)

LAND USE

Existing | - | Open Space/Regional Park Planned Land Use

ZONING

Existing | - | O (Open Conservation District) zone district

PLAN DESIGNATION
AND CONSISTENCY

The proposed Facility Master Plan is consistent with the 2025
Fresno General Plan and West Area Community Plan open
space/regional park planned land use designation. The project is
also consistent with the O (Open Conservation District) Zone
District designation (FMC §12-204).
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ENVIRONMENTAL Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR), SCH 2008031002, dated

FINDING October 7, 2010 and the Final Environmental Impact Report was

- prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA}. Cumulative traffic generation is an environmental impact
discussed in the EIR that will remain significant and unavoidable
after mitigation.

PLAN COMMITTEE The District 3 Implementation Committee did not review this project.

RECOMMENDATION However, project information was distributed to the
Councilmember's Office for comment.

BORDERING PROPERTY INFORMATION

Planned L.and Use

Existing Zoning

Existing Land Use

North | Commercial/Office and C-6 Existing retail, general
Commercial/General (Heavy Commercial District) office, government office
Office Planned Land zone district and non-conforming
Use residential development.
Designation
South | Commercial/General C-6 Existing retail, vacant
Heavy and Public (Heavy Commercial District) property and non-
Facility/ Special School zone district conforming residential
Planned Land Use development.
Designation R-1
(Single Family Residential District)
Zone district
East Commercial/General C-6 Existing Golden State
Heavy, Medium Density (Heavy Commercial District) Boulevard, Union Pacific
Residential and Public zone district Railroad, single family
Facility Planned Land dwelling units and
Use Designation R-1 government office
(Single Family Residential District)| development.
zone district
R-3
(Medium Density Multiple Family
Residential District) zone district
C-P
(Administrative and Professional
Office District)
zone district
West Commercial/General C-6 Existing State Route 99
Heavy Planned Land (Heavy Commercial District) and commercial/retail
Use Designation zone district development.
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APPROVAL PROCESS

Before the Planning Commission is the Roeding Park Facility Master Plan and Environmental Impact
Report for the Roeding Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans, proposed by the City of
Fresno Parks, After School, Recreation, and Community Services Department (PARCS). The Roeding
Park Facility Master Plan sets forth objectives, concepts, diagrams, circulation patterns and proposed
parkizoo capital projects providing a comprehensive roadmap for future development of Roeding
Regional Park over the next 10-20 years. Any decision by the Planning Commission regarding these
items will be considered as a recommendation to the City Council, which the City Council may accept,
reject or modify. Should the City Council consider and certify the Final EIR and make related CEQA
determinations, the Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan may then be administratively approved.

At a later public hearing conducted after the City Council considers certification of the Final EIR and
adoption of the Roeding Park Master Plan, the Planning Commission will consider Conditional Use
Permit Application No. C-08-186, pursuant to FMC Chapter 12, Article 4, that would entitle the
development of Roeding Park, including the expansion of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, as described in the
Reeding Park Master Plan.

PROJECT HISTORY

In 1903, Frederick Roeding and his wife Marianne donated 71.76-acres of land to the City of Fresno,
“for the purpose of laying out, construction, cultivating, maintaining and improving, as a public park or
boulevard for said City of Fresno." This land was part of Roeding’s former San Joagquin Valley Land
Association land holdings and was called Roeding’s Villa Colony. Landscape architect Johannes
Reimers was retained in September of 1903 to provide specifications and drawings for the design of
Roeding Regional Park.

In 1908, recognizing that the original gift of 71.76-acres was not adequate for the execution of
Reimers’ and Roeding’s plans, the Roeding family donated an additional 46.64-acres to the City of
Fresno to incorporate into the existing park. The Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo was
established in 1908 as an informal menagerie with the donation of two bears and approximately fifty
birds by a local citizen. The zoo quickly became a popular attraction in the park and accepted an
increasing number of animals each year, which led to the construction of cages and animal enclosures
as the need for more permanent facilities arose.

The framework for the park created by the Roeding family and landscape architect Johannes Reimers
was reconfigured in subsequent periods by the City of Fresno to meet ever-changing needs of the
public and their desire for a park with many attractions. As the park evolved over time, physical
improvements were made to accommodate recreational uses, the widening of many roads, creation of
more pedesirian pathways, the addition of concrete benches, rustic bridges over the ponds, and the
addition of tennis courts. A children’s playground was developed within the Umbrella Grove sometime
in the 1920s. Physical improvements were made in the early 1920s to give the zoo a more permanent
presence within the park.

In 1921, the City purchased 40 acres at the southwest portion of the park from the Roeding family to
expand the park’s total size to 148 acres. Mr. and Mrs. A.V. Lisenby donated a bandstand to the park
in 1923, which was one of the first permanent buildings in the park. Located to the northeast of the
zoo, the bandstand became a center of community activity and hosted weekly concerts by the Fresno
Military Band, Fresno Concert Band and others.
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Park development continued slowly through the Great Depression of 1929, and around this time the
City first began to focus on making the park a recreational destination. By 1936, several Works
Progress Administration (WPA) projects were completed in the park as part of the large national effort -
to create jobs after the 1929 Depression. The most prominent of these WPA projects was construction
of l.ake Washington at the southeast corner of the park. A 1936 newspaper article boasted that by this
time the Roeding Regional Park Zoo was one of the best in the country.

By the end of the 1840s, the Roeding Regional Park Zoo began to move away from cage enclosures
and towards the construction of exhibits that created a much more open and natural setting within the
existing zoo. In 1949, the Fresno Zoological Society was founded as an organization to support the
Roeding Regional Park Zoo and for the purpose of raising funds for the acquisition of animals for the
zoo’s collection. The construction of the Elephant Mouse in 1949 marked a significant milestone in the
evolution of the zoo, enabling the acquisition of its first large mammal, Nosey the Elephant.

Several major physical changes were made to Roeding Regional Park after 1954, that resulted in the
establishment and development of three distinct attractions within the park: the Roeding Regional Park
Zoo, Playland and Storyland. The most significant change during this period was the alteration of the
park’s western boundary as a result of the State Mighway 99 project. In 1954, a 5.26-acre parcel at the
southwest corner of the park was taken for construction of State Highway 99. In exchange, a 5.64-acre
parcel at the northwest corner of the park was given to the City and incorporated into the park. A
Memorial Rose Garden was planted on the new land acquired. The highway project also resulted in
the loss of a portion of Lake Washington, which was reconfigured into its current shape.

In 19565, Rotary Playland was constructed in the southwest corer of the park just southeast of Lake
Washington. Rotary Playland was designed as an amusement facility for children, similar to other
kiddie lands constructed in the United States and California during this period. Rotary Storyland was
constructed in the southwest corner of the park in 1962, over the former site of the Japanese Tea
Garden. Storyland was modeled after Oakland’s Children’s Fairyland.

Many significant changes were made to the Roeding Regional Park Zoo during this period that
propelled it in status as one of the three best zoos in California (along with the San Francisco and San
Diego Zoos). This period saw the addition of the first moated exhibits, which encouraged a more
natural zoo environment that was a departure from the earlier use of cages and fences. By 1959, the
zoo was almost double its original size at approximately eleven acres.

The designed landscaping defines the overall setting of the park and over time this dynamic
environment has changed. Over time open space areas changed to accommodate recreation demand,
vehicular and pedestrian circulation patterns changed and contemporary improvements were
introduced. FFor example, incrementally the roads were widened and re-routed as the zoo and other
areas of the park expanded and changes, and features were added and subtracted as the desire for
monuments, structures, and other park features were realized.

In 1965, Dr. Paul Chaffee was named the zoo’s first director and all management responsibilities
associated with the zoo shifted from the Fresno Zoological Society to the director. During the period
from 1971 to 1989, the zoo continued to be the main park attraction and several master plans were
drafted for the zoo and updated as the needs and goals of the facility changed. Between 1968 and
1972 the “Zoo Master” was drafted, which was a new phased master plan that was commissioned
because the zoo had reached maximum development within its existing boundaries. The Zoo Master
outlined future development of the zoo and was completed by Elso B. Diluck. The Zoo Master
included plans to expand the zoo approximately eight acres along its south and west sides over a
period of twenty years.
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Although the focus during this period was on the zoo, there were a few major improvements within
Roeding Regional Park as well. In 1974, “a perimeter roadway constituting the main drive through
Roeding Regional Park was constructed with Federal Revenue Sharing Funds” and all underground
utilities were instalied as part of the expansion of the zoo outiined in the 1968 Zoo Master. In 1990, the
zoo was renamed again as the Chaffee Zoological Gardens, in recognition of Dr. Paul Chaffee's long
and influential association with the zoo up until his death in 1990.

In November of 2004, Fresno County’s volters approved Measure Z. Measure Z provided dedicated
funding to supporting zoo operations, while the remaining two-thirds is intended for capital projects.
The measure passed by 73.4% of the voters and stated:

To help ensure survival of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo by providing necessary funding to
repair and restore the zoo, bring back large animal exhibits, further revitalize the zoo,
and preserve the zoo's Species Survival Plan and ongoing Education Program, shall
Fresno County voters approve a one-tenth of one percent sales tax for ten years with
all net proceeds dedicated exclusively to the Fresno Chaffee Zoo.

Since the passage of Measure Z, the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Corporation, the City of Fresno, and Rotary
Storytand and Playland have prepared the Master Plan as an essential roadmap for implementing both
the voter’'s mandate for the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and substantially upgrading Roeding Park and Rotary
Storyland and Playland. The Master Plan Project is necessary to ensure that the park, zoo and Rotary
facilities are fully integrated, upgraded and enhanced so that they can continue to provide the Fresno
region quality park, recreation and amusement facilities and experiences.

In July 2007, the Zoo Corporation developed the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan Draft Final
Report. The City also developed concurrently its own Master Plan for Roeding Regional Park. The
Master Plan represented a collaborative effort between several firms and disciplines, and incorporates
the input of many individuals from the Zoo Corporation/Fresno Chaffee Zoo, the City's PARCS
Department, and Rotary Storyland and Playland. The Zoo Corporation and PARCS commissioned
CLRdesign, architects and landscape architects; Schultz & Williams, Inc., strategic planners; and Blair
Church Fiynn (BCF), consulting engineers to prepare the Master Plan documents for Roeding Park
{Park) and the Fresno Chaffee Zoo.

Based upon these Master Plans the original Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Master Plan EIR was
distributed on February 25, 2008, After receiving comments during the scoping process in connection
with the Notice of Preparation for the Master Plan, and after a review of numerous technical studies that
identified potential environmental constraints, the Zoo Corporation and the City modified the two Master
Plans substantially to produce a project environmentally superior to the original plan.

The revised Master Plans were both re-published in June 2009, and the City prepared a Revised Notice
of Preparation, which was circulated on July 1, 2009.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The Master Plan Project objectives are described in the Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan,
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan, and DRAFT EIR (Chapter 2, Tables 2-1 and 2-2). The
objectives sought by Rotary Storyland and Playland as described in the Rotary Storyland and Playland
Operational Summary are listed in Chapter 2, Table 2-3, also within the Draft EIR.
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Roeding Park Facility Master Pian
Project Objectives

Master Plan Primary Objective:

Provide a comprehensive roadmap for the future development of Roeding Park, including Rotary

Playland and Rotary Storyland, over the next 10 to 20 years.

Master Plan Drivers / Specific Objectives

1.0 Circulation
1.1 Eliminate redundant park and zco roads and paths to maximize landscape and
park atfraction land uses.
1.2 Develop a more organized and simplified visitor circulation and way finding
system.
1.3 Provide better visitor amenities with plenty of options for cooling and shade.
2.0 Land Use
2.1 Preserve existing valuable trees whenever possible and develop a reforestation
plan.
22 Improve existing botanical displays and create an organized campus horticulture
plan.
3.0 Arrival and Entry
3.1 Create a centralized parking hub for Roeding Park that can handle peak days.
3.2 Drastically improve vehicular and pedestrian circulation throughout the park.
3.3 Create a distinct, memorable, gateway experience when entering the park.
3.4 Reconstruct the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, Rotary Playland and Storyland entry zones
to be more user-friendly and easier to find.
4.0 Visitor Amenities
4.1 Improve amenities including shade, benches, picnic areas, play areas, and
restrooms.
4.2 Improve picnic and event {(corporate, weddings, etc.) facilities.
4.3 Create new attractions and amenities that encourage longer stay times.
5.0 Mission Drivers
5.1 Become a destination atiraction for the City of Fresno.
5.2 Provide stewardship of the public open space and recreation areas within the
existing park.
53 Acknowledge park features which link events, activities, cultural or aesthetic
values, buildings or structures which provide valuable insight into potential
historic periods and patterns of Park development.
5.4 Create unique experiences that distinguish Roeding Park from Woodward Park
and other nearby recreation sites,
5.5 Facilitate the expansion of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo in an efficient, phased and

environmentally sensitive manner.

Source: Fresno, City of. Roeding Park Facility Master Plan (June 2009)
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Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan
Project Objectives

Master Plan Primary Objectives:

Provide a comprehensive roadmap for fulure development, with a special focus on Measure Z
project packaging, phasing and implementation over the next seven years.

Expand and enhance the Fresno Chaffee Zoo utilizing Measure Z funding in a manner consistent
with the objectives of Measure Z.

Phase and implement the expansion and enhancement of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo in a timeframe
consistent with that contemplated under Measure Z.

Expand and enhance the Fresno Chaffee Zoo to meet established Association of Zoos and
Aquariums {AZA) standards.

Maintain the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, in expanded and enhanced form, in and around its existing
location in the southern portion of Roeding Park.

To the extent practical, respect the integrity of the existing Zoo horticultural and architectural theme,

Master Plan Drivers / Specific Objectives:

1.0 Circulation

1.1 Eliminate redundant park and zoo roads and paths to maximize habitat land use.

Develop a more organized and simplified visitor circulation and way finding system.

1.2
1.3 Provide better visitor amenities with plenty of options for cooling and shade.
1.4 Create a dedicated zoo service perimeter access road to minimize sharing of visitor roads.

2:0 Land Use

2.1 Redevelop the 39 acre zoo campus over time to maximize exhibit/animal land use.

2.2 Preserve existing valuable trees wherever possible and develop a reforestation plan.

23 Improve existing botanical displays and create an organized campus horticulture plan.

3.0 | Arrival and Entry

3.1 Create a centralized parking hub for Roeding Park and the Fresno Chaffee Zoo that can
handle peak days.

3.2 Drastically improve vehicular and pedestrian circulation throughout the park.

3.3 | Create a distinct, memorable, gateway experience when entering the park.

3.4 Reconstruct the zoo entry sequence to be user-friendly and easy.

4.0 Visitor Amenities

4.1 improve amenities including shade, benches, picnic areas, play areas, and restrooms.

4.2 Improve visitor services including main gift shop, cafe, snack / vending, and stroller rental,

4.3 | Guest services, ticketing and memberships need improving.

5.0 Exhibits and Attracticns

5.1 Strive for doubling the existing exhibit area land use {existing at 22%).

5.2 Create habitat zones that allow for clear viewing, up-close views and mulli-species views.

5.3 | Testdeveloping larger, more flexible habitat zones to maximize management options.

5.4 Need more and better revenue generators; rides, shows, event facilities, etc.

6.0 Collection Plan and Animal Health

6.1 Develop a zoo exhibit organization model that does not “box in the collection plan.”

6.2 | Add more active, vocal and charismatic species to the collection plan.

6.3 New and expanded vet hospital, quarantine, and propagation facilities are required.

7.0 Mission Drivers

7.1 Develop new facilities, habitats, interpretive packages, and programming to showcase the
zo0’s efforts in animal conservation, science and education,

7.2 Become a destination atiraction and create memorable, whole family experiences and
special encounters.




REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Roeding Park Facility Master Plan and Environmental Analysis
January 26, 2010

Page &

7.3 Rebuild and manage the zoo campus over time to become more sustainable and to educate
visitors and staff about conservation and the environment.

Source: Fresno Chaffee Zoo. Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan (June 2009)

Rotary Storyland and Playland
Project Objectives

Master Plan Primary Objective:
Continue to provide affordable entertainment to children and families throughout the Central Valley.

Master Plan Drivers / Specific Objectives

1.0 Circulation

1.1 Develop a more organized and simplified visitor circulation and way finding system.

1.2 Provide better visitor amenities with plenty of options for cooling and shade.

2.0 Land Use

2.1 Preserve existing valuable trees whenever possible. Rotary Storyland and Playland is
committed to replanting 3 new trees for every tree that needs to be removed.

2.2 Utilize the proposed Rotary Storyland and Playland expansion property to the maximum

extent possible. This objective will be accomplished through the renovation of existing
attractions and amenities and introduction of new ones.

3.0 Arrival and Entry

3.1 Create a new Rotary Playland entrance north of the existing entrance in order to take
advantage of the proposed relocation of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo main entrance.

3.2 Reconstruct the Rotary Storyland and Playland entry zones to be more user-friendly and
easier o find.

3.3 Create a distinct, memorable, gateway experience when entering the Rotary Storyland
and Playland.

4.0 Visitor Amenities

4.1 Improve amenities including shade, benches, picnic areas, play areas, and restrooms.

4.2 Improve existing visitor amenities such as the Rotary Playland concession stand.

4.3 Introduce new visitor amenities including the outdoor picnic and assembly pavilion,

indoor party facility, and toddler playground to encourage longer stay times.

5.0 Mission Drivers

5.1 Become a destination attraction for the City of Fresno.

5.2 Cultivate a new identity for Rotary Storyland and Playland as being a viable, unique, fun
and safe entertainment venue for families throughout the Central Vailey.

5.3 Expand the customer base by markeling to those who have never visited Rotary
Storyland and Playland or have not visited in the past five years.

5.4 Continue to develop deeper partnerships with City of Fresno PARCS Department and the
Fresno Chaffee Zoo to make Roeding Park a destination location for the entire Central
Valley.

Source: Rotary Storyland and Playland Operational Summary

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The City of Fresno's Roeding Regional Park is located generally between State Route 99 and Golden
State Boulevard in the southwest portion of the City of Fresno, Fresno County, California. The 148-acre
park is bounded by West Olive Avenue on the north; West Belmont Avenue on the south; Golden State
Boulevard and Union Pacific Rail line on the east, and State Route 99 on the west. An area
encompassing approximately 8.3 acres of commercial, office, and residential development and public
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streets south of West Olive Avenue, between SR 99 and North West Avenue, is not within Roeding
Regional Park.

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo is in the south-central portion of Roeding Regional Park, Rotary Playland is in
the southwest corner, and Rotary Storyland is along the west boundary. The proposed zoo expansion
area encompasses 21 acres generally east of the existing zoo, and the proposed Rotary Storyland and
Playland expansion area encompasses approximately 2 acres adjacent to the existing boundaries of
Rotary Storyland and Playland grounds.

The t48-acre Roeding Regional Park consists of three components: the portion devoted to active and
passive recreation areas and the PARCS maintenance yard (123 acres), the Fresno Chaffee Zoo (18
acres), and the Rotary Storyland and Playland facilities (7 acres). The planned expansion of the zoo (by
21 acres) and Storyland and Playland (by 2 acres) would reduce the amount of land for active and
passive recreation uses, a decrease from 123 acres currently to 100 acres. These 100 acres would
include public recreation/open space (76 acres), shared parking areas (9 acres), multiple purpose paths
(6 acres), public access roads (5 acres), a non-public access road (2 acres) and a new PARCS
maintenance facility (2 acres). Some of the roads and parking included in the active and passive
recreation area of Roeding Regional Park would also serve the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary
Storyland and Playland facilities.

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo would expand from 18 acres to 39 acres. The 39 acres would include exhibits
(including habitat) (20 acres), landscaping/open space (10 acres), multiple purpose paths (5 acres),
buildings (3 acres), non public access roads (1 acre). The Fresno Chaffee Zoo would gain 3 of the 21
additional acres from the PARCS Maintenance Facility, which is presently located adjacent to the
northwest boundary of the Chaffee Zoo. The remaining 18 acres will result from the Chaffee Zoo's
expansion into an area located in the southeast corner of Roeding Regional Park (the “Expansion
Area"). The Expansion Area currently includes several groves of trees, roadways, parking spaces,
paved walking paths, grasslands, a picnic grove, a horseshoe pit, and water features.

The total area encompassed by Rotary Playland and Storyland would expand from 7 acres to 9 acres.
The 9 acres would encompass the existing Rotary Playland and Storyland and a small expansion area
to the north between the existing Lake Washington and the parks roadway, extending to the existing
Storyland area.

Master Plan Projects and Phasing

Roeding Regional Park

The Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan is designed to provide a comprehensive road map for
development within the park through the year 2020 (see Chapter 2, Figure 2-5 and Table 2-5). A
description of the proposed Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan projects is provided below:

Parking Nodes & Roadway Improvements - New visitor parking nodes would be distributed
throughout the park and zoo near new proposed amenities/atiractions. New vehicular and pedestrian
scale lighting would be provided where required, as well as new pedestrian scale amenities such as
benches, water fountains, shade trellises, trash and recycling receptacles, way-finding signage and
lighting.

Perimeter Fencing & Landscaping - Perimeter Park fencing will be upgraded to improve security,
enhance the appearance of the Park edges and fo maich a common architectural style. The
landscape/planting zones will be improved at the edges to screen/buiffer in some areas and he more
inviting at other areas. Unique Roeding Park sculpture/artwork will be provided at Park edges.
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Park Plaza Hub & Show Gardens - A new central plaza hub, fountain, and gardens will serve as the
primary gathering space at the center of the Park. Site furnishings (benches, water fountains,
trash/recycling receptacles, etc.); pedestrian scale lighting, flags/banners, graphics, and signage will be
provided at appropriate locations. The plaza hub provides linkages to the Park promenades (which
provide access to the key Park attractions).

Picnic Groves Play Zones — The proposed picnic area will be located in the northeastern portion of the
park. The picnic groves will include new shade pavilions, tables, chairs, and tot play equipment. The
picnic area will be located within the existing tree groves provide shade.

Great Lawn - A large centralized lawn area will be enhanced for the provision of passive recreation,
concerts, events and more.

New Dog Park - A new fenced-in, leash free dog park will be provided on the western edge of the Park.
The dog park will include exercise loops and equipment/amenities such as trash/recycling receptacies,
hand wash station and benches. The dog park is to be located within close proximity of secondary Park
road and parking node.

Pedestrian Promenade & Hubs - Pedestrian promenades will be 15" wide paved paths linking key
areas of the park. These promenades could include site/architectural amenities such as sculpture,
benches, ornamental pedestrian scale lighting, signage, and drinking fountains. Plaza Hubs will be
located at key attraction zones throughout the Park. The plazas could include fountains, seat walls,
sculpture, drinking fountains, lighting, benches, trellises and more. Shade trees and border plantings will
flank the edges of the promenades and plazas to reinforce the circulation patterns, provide visual
interest, and provide shade.

Sculpture Gardens - The sculpture gardens would include special themed landscape, special
plantings, sculptures etc. that would be unique and distinguish Roeding Park from other nearby
recreation sites. Located adjacent to the proposed Golden State Boulevard Entry Gate, this garden zone
would be one of the first attractions visible from the new Park Boulevard.

Shared Roeding Regional Park/Fresno Chaffee Zoo Master Plan Improvement Projects

The City of Fresno is committed to facilitating the orderly and efficient development and expansion of
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. Some improvements will mutually benefit the park and the zoo and will be
shared between the two entities. As part of the shared expenses, the zoo0 intends to provide the design
and construction standards for the zoo and other major area components {0 assure consistency with the
Roeding Regional Park and the Fresno Chaffee Zoo project objectives to enhance efficiency and
achieve optimum visitor enjoyment.

Descriptions of the Golden State Boulevard entry gate, the new Park Boulevard, and the parking hub
are provided below. Descriptions of the new storm water storage facility and the project utilities are also
provided below.

Golden State Boulevard Entry Gate - A new main visitor gate on Golden State Boulevard will be
provided to create a unique and more direct Park and Zoo entry experience. The new gate will include
entry signage, graphics, and a scrolling marquee/gateway sign that would announce special events and
happenings at the Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Playland and Storyland.
Unigue and special themed landscaping (landform berms, special planting, sculpture, etc.), which wouid
distinguish Roeding Regional Park from Woodward Park and other nearby recreation sites, will be
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incorporated. Relocated park ponds/water features are proposed to be located within the park adjacent
to the new entry gate.

Park Bouievard - The project main entrance will be relocated to Golden State Boulevard where it was
historically located. The new Park Boulevard will serve as the primary vehicular corridor through the
Park, providing direct access to the central parking hub, drop-off zones for the Roeding Regional Park,
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Playland and Storyland and multiple parking nodes stationed at key
Park activity zones. The Park Boulevard is proposed to reuse existing park road infrastructure wherever
possible to minimize costs and reduce the amount of landscape/tree disturbance. The proposed right-
of-way for Park Boulevard will include one travel lane for each direction, a 15-foot wide planted median,
and shoulders that will allow for parallel parking (where possible). The end edges of the roadway will be
planted in clusters and consistent with the original Roeding Regional Park planting theme by generally
utilizing trees species originally planted at the Roeding Regional Park. The Park Boulevard and Olive
Avenue entrances will be the primary entrances and exits for visitors in vehicles. The existing entry on
Belmont Avenue will be limited for employees, service deliveries, emergency vehicles, and pedestrians.

Parking Hub - The parking hub will provide a centralized shared parking area for the Roeding Regional
Park, the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Storyland and Playland of up to 830 parking spaces. The
parking hub is proposed to encompass approximately 12.6 acres and will be located on the side of the
existing Park Maintenance and Operations facility, which will be relocated to the northwest portion of the
Park. Design and construction of the hub will pave over existing parking zones wherever possible to
minimize site disturbance and will save existing trees wherever possible by creating vegetated pockets
within the parking zones. The existing grove {maple grove) northwest of the Park Maintenance and
Operations site is proposed o be retained. The parking hub will be connected to various pedestrian
promenades and paths that provide easy and comfortable access to the Roeding Regional Park, and
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, and Rotary Playland and Storyland.

Relocate PARCS Maintenance Facility - Removal and relocation of the existing City of Fresno,
PARCS Department maintenance facility would occur as part of the project. Removal and relocation of
the maintenance facility would allow for full development of the parking hub (see above). The future
location of the maintenance facility will be at the northwest corner of Roeding Regional Park as shown in
the Roeding Regional Park Master Plan (approx 1-2 acres) (see Figure 2-5). This area of the park is not
intensively used as compared to other areas of the park that have picnic groves and other facilities. The
proposed maintenance facility will include approximately 15,000 sq ft of building area. In addition, the
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Administration Building, a contributing feature of the Roeding Regional Park
Historic District, will potentially be relocated to the new maintenance facility area.

New Storm Water Storage Facility - A retention basin is proposed south of Belmont Avenue, north of
Franklin Avenue, west of Pacific Avenue, and east of Teilman Avenue on an approximately 3.7 +/- acre
parcel. The design of the basin will allow storm water from the 148-acre park and zoo fo be conveyed to
the retention basin.

Roeding Regional Park Entry Points - The Facility Master Plan call for significant changes to the entry
points and circulation system at Roeding Regional Park (see Figure 2-5). Vehicle and pedestrian access
to the park is currently provided by one entry/exit point on Belmont Avenue and one on Olive Avenue.
Under the Facility Master Plan Project, a new main park entry/exit point for vehicles and pedestrians
would be developed off Golden State Boulevard, where the main access was historically located; the
existing Olive Avenue entry/exit point would remain in operation for vehicles and pedestrians and would
be enhanced,; and the existing Belmont Avenue entry/exit point would remain in operation for park and
zoo service vehicles, employees, emergency vehicles, and pedestrians, but would be closed to private
vehicles. A new pedestrian gate would be provided to Golden State Boulevard in the northeastern
portion of the park.
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Roeding Park Vehicular Circulation - A redeveloped Park Boulevard would serve as the primary
vehicular corridor through Roeding Regional Park and would provide direct access to the central parking
hub and drop-off zones for the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Storyland and Playland (see Figure 2-5).
Park Boulevard would also provide access to multiple parking nodes throughout the park.

Pedestrian Access and Circulation - The main pedestrian access and circulation system within
Roeding Regional Park would consist of new pedestrian promenades and hubs. To enhance pedestrian
safety, special pavement treatments would be provided where the promenades cross Park Boulevard
(see Figure 2-5). As noted above, pedestrian access to the Roeding Regional Park would be provided at
the new Golden State Boulevard main entry point, the existing Olive Avenue entry/exit point (to be
enhanced), the existing Belmont Avenue entry/exit point (which would remain in operation for park and
zoo service vehicles and pedestrians) and a new pedestrian gate to be provided to Golden State
Boulevard in the northeastern portion of the park.

Parking - Approximately 1,158 parking spaces are now available for Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno
Chaffee Zoo, and Rotary Storyland and Playland use. With full implementation of the Master Plan,
approximately 1,345 parking spaces would be available. Approximately 830 parking spaces would be
provided within the centrally-located parking hub (see Figure 2-5). Parallel parking along the
redeveloped Park Boulevard would provide an additional 200 parking spaces, 140 parallel spaces would
be available on immediately adjacent roads (Golden State Boulevard and Belmont Avenue), 125 parking
spaces would be provided in several parking nodes planned throughout the park and 50 parallel spaces
would be provided along the southerly service road.

Fresno Chaffee Zoo

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan proposes a comprehensive redevelopment and expansion
strategy through the year 2020, with a strong focus on the Measure Z implementation plan through
2014. Implementation of the Measure Z funded projects would likely occur in six phases beginning in
2012 and ending in 2014, when Measure Z is due to expire. The Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master
Plan also includes a number of other projects to be implemented from 2015-2020, depending upon
availability of a funding source, such as the extension of Measure Z. A description of the proposed
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan projects is provided below:

Grassland Waterhole Panorama and Waterhole Café & Event Center - The Grassland Waterhole
Panorama will provide approximately 28,000 sq. ft. of waterhole habitat and 65,340+/- sq. fi. of
grassland habitat. Animals such as giraffes, hippos, and hoof stock will be in this area. A giraffe feeding
station and holding barn for giraffes and hoof stock will also be developed. Expansion of the Grassland
Habitat will provide an additional 53,000+/- sq. ft. of habitat area for a variety of species, 4,000+/- sq. ft.
of additional holding barn area and view/shade structures. This additional area will allow additional
flexibility in the rotation of animals within the zoo.

The Waterhole Café & Event Center will provide a location on the edge of the grassland habitat area
where visitors have panoramic views of the habitat and the animals while having a meal. The Café and
Event Cenier includes an approximately 10,000 square foot (sq ft) café, an approximately 1,500 sq ft
classroom, and 1,000 sq ft of restrooms. It is anticipated that the café will provide indoor seating for 250-
300 and have the feel of an African National Park Lodge. Exterior building materials may include wood
timbers and stone.

Zoo Operations and Maintenance Center - The Fresno Chaffee Zoo operations and maintenance
center will be located on the southern edge of the zoo just north of the Belmont service entrance. These
facilities will include equipment storage barns, staging yards, material storage, restrooms, offices, and
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some parking. It is anticipated that the buildings will be metal with a height of approximately 28'. A
commissary will also be constructed in this area. The zoo operations and maintenance facility will also
include an animal health complex that will allow the quarantining of animals. In addition, green houses
and a plant propagation facility will be located in the northern part of this area. - The new buildings within
the operations and maintenance center will contain approximately 17,600 sq ft of area.

Sea Lion Exhibit - The Sea Lion exhibit will be located near the zoo entry plaza and will be enlarged
from its current 9,000+/- sq ft. A holding and support building with 2,500+/- sq. ft. will be included as part
of this complex.

Safari Trail Phase 1 (Predators) - The Safari Trail Phase 1 development will include approximately
100,000+/- sq. ft. of flexible habitat areas for large and small cats, wild dogs, and hyenas. The habitats
will include natural habitats such as rock outcroppings for use by the animals. An animal holding area
encompassing approximately 6,000 sq ft is proposed in Phase 1.

Chiidren’s Zone - The Children's Zone improvements will allow younger children to play and interact
with animals. Small recreational facilities such as a carousel, splash fountain, tree house, slides, play
garden and a sand castle beach may be located in this area. A gift shop, cafe, and snack bar that
includes approximately 3,000 sq ft of building area will be adjacent to the area, as well. A contact yard
{(petting zoo) will also be in this area.

Diversity of Life Pavilion & Education Center - The Diversity of Life Pavilion will be integrated into the
Educational Center and provide display areas for a variety of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo exhibits. The
Diversity of Life Pavilion may include a variety of indoor and outdoor panoramic ecosystems such as
Deserts, Cloud Forests, and Aquatic. The Diversity of Life Pavilion will be an important part of the
Fresnc Chaffee Zoo's educational program.

The Education Center is anticipated to be approximately 14,000 sq ftin size and will include classrooms,
work rooms, office and storage space. The Education Center will be proximate to the Diversity of Life
Pavilion and located near the northern entry to the zoo. A separate entry point for the Education Center
is proposed, as well. The Educational Center will be surrounded by covered plazas and walkways.

Zoo Promenade - The Fresno Chaffee Zoo Promenade will link the Entry Village with the Central Cafe
Plaza and Safari Trail sequence. The promenade will be extensively landscaped and provide viewing
opportunities for visitors to the zoo.

Asian Panorama Exhibit and Asian Archipelago Expansion - This exhibit will result in an expansion
of the elephant habitat, as well as an additional exhibit area for Gibbon primates. This proposed
expansion will triple the size of the Asian elephant habitat. The expanded elephant habitat concept may
include tapirs, Indian rhino exhibits, Sun Bears and Komodo Dragoens. A new 6,000 sq ft pachyderm
management facility will be provided to handle a target population of up to 3 females and 1 male
elephant, tapirs and rhinos.

Entry Viliage and Administration - The Entry Village and Administration facility will be a two-story
facility located at the main entrance to the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. A variety of uses will be included within
these buildings that are proposed to encompass approximately 13,000 sqft, including a gift shop,
ticketing, membership services and guest services. The administrative office will be housed on the
second floor above the main retail building. Shade trellises, fountains, sculptures, signage, graphics,
and other architectural elements will be present in the plaza. An entry feature such as a clock tower, flag
poles or other vertical elements will act as a landmark signifying the entry point to the zoo. ...
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Rainforest Aviaries and Exhibit Pavilion - The Rainforest Aviaries will provide a walk through
experience for Fresno Chaffee Zoo visitors. In addition to birds, the aviaries may include primates, cats,
snakes and reptiles within the exhibit area and have "Bali Style" architecture. An approximately 18,500
sq ft structure is proposed within this area to accommodate uses within the Rainforest Aviaries, the
Exhibit Pavilion, as well as a snack bar and seasonal gift shop.

Safari Trail Phase 2 (Primates and Plaza Hub) - The expansion of the safari trail area will result in the
development of approximately 75,000 sq. ft. of new outdoor habitat. This habitat will feature flex habitat
with forest and riverine landscapes. Species that could be located within this area include lemurs,
gorillas, baboons, colbus monkeys, guenons, flamingos, and other species. A snack cafe and seasonal
gift shop (3,500+/- sqg. ft.) will also be developed in this area. It is anticipated that this area will have a
regional African architectural design motif. In addition, an indoor exhibit facility (3,500+/- sq. ft.} will be
constructed. Additional exhibit facilities within 11,500 sq ft of building areas are also proposed within
Phase 2.

Main Event Hub and Gardens - The proposed improvements associated with the Main Event Hub will
result in a remodel and expansion of the education building by approximately 8,000 sq. ft. and the
development of an outside garden and lawn area for events. The outside garden and lawn area will be
approximately 30,000 sq. ft.

Other - Numerous zoo renovations designed to update and improve existing attractions within the zoo
are proposed as part of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Master Plan. The list of renovations includes general
maintenance items such as painting, lighting replacement, and repair of aging attractions and exhibits.
Existing signage and banners as well as the existing public address system will be repaired and/or
replaced. A major component of the renovation package is the repair andfor replacement of the
Rainforest, Anteater, Swan, Bird of Prey and Hoof stock exhibits.

Rotary Storyland and Playland

Rotary Playland and Storyland proposes a number of improvement and renovations through the year
2020. Each of the phases is shown in Table 2-8 of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan (please
refer to Figure 2-6 for the specific location of each attraction). The timing stated is from the time of
project approval.

Utilities (Overview)

The Roeding Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans include utility master plans for
domestic water supply, sanitary sewer, storm drainage, electricity, and natural gas systems within
Roeding Regional Park, including the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Storyland and Playland. The
utility master plan presented in the Roeding Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans are the
same and describe the existing systems and the improvements necessary to upgrade the systems to
adequately serve the proposed park, zoo, and Rotary facilities.

The following elements are common to all the utility master plans: First, development of the utilities
would be phased to reflect the phased development of the park, zoo, and Rotary facilities. Second, no
significant modifications are required to city or Pacific Gas & Electric facilities outside the park to serve
the Master Plan Project. Third, no utilities-related construction activity would be required outside
Roeding Regional Park except utility connections and the construction of the offsite storm drainage
basin.
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Domestic Water System - The domestic water supply for Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno Chaffee
Zoo, and Rotary Storyland and Playland is provided by the City of Fresno through the city’s grid
distribution system. The system is designed to provide fire flow and domestic water demand. Under the
Roeding Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans, the distribution system within the park
would be substantially upgraded to adequately serve the uses contemplated under the plans. This would
include removing some existing water mains and constructing new mains.

Sanitary Sewer System - Sanitary sewer service for Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno Chaffee Zoo,
and Rotary Storyland and Playland is provided by the City of Fresno. Sanitary sewer flows from the park
are directed to two mains that ultimately convey the flows fo the city's Regional Waste Water Treatment
Plant at Jensen and Polk Avenues. Under the Master Plan, the existing sewer collection system within
Roeding Regional Park would be substantially upgraded. Most existing sewer lines within the park would
be replaced by new lines. The upgrade is necessary because existing lines within the park are
improperly aligned and outdated. To eliminate the existing storm water connections to continuously
discharge into the sanitary sewer system, this is a necessary upgrade.

Storm Drainage System - Storm water within Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, and
Rotary Storyland and Playland currently drains to grassy areas and a series of on-site ponds within the
park and by connections to the City of Fresno sanitary sewer system. Roeding Park is not connected to
the FMFCD regional storm water drainage system.

The existing storm water collection, conveyance, and storage system serving Roeding Regional Park,
the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, and Rotary Playland and Storyland would undergo significant renovations and
improvements under the Master Plan. A major component of the storm drainage master plan is
eliminating the disposal of storm drainage from the 148+/- acre site into the city’s municipal wastewater
collection system. The revised project includes the acquisition of property on which to construct a storm
water collection basin to be operated by either the City of Fresno or the Fresno Metropolitan Flood
Control District. The basin is proposed to be developed on a vacant 3.7 +/- acre parcel located on the
south side of Belmont Avenue between Teilman and Pacific Avenues.

Electricity - Pacific Gas & Electric provides electrical service for Roeding Regional Park, the Fresno
Chaffee Zoo, and Rotary Storyland and Playland. The existing electrical services facilities within the
park need to be upgraded and a new distribution system is proposed.

Natural Gas - Pacific Gas & Electric provides natural gas service for Roeding Regional Park. As
described in the Master Plan, three existing services extend across the park, the existing services are
likely sized appropriately for current loads, and expansion of these services is not feasible. The Master
Plan recommend construction of new gas piping for all zoo facilities. (Roeding Regional Park and the
Rotary facilities do not use natural gas). The Master Plan indicate an adequate supply of natural gas
would be available for the Master Plan Project from a main gas transmission line in Belmont Avenue.

LAND USE ISSUES
The major land use changes that would occur under the Master Plans Project are summarized as

follows:

. The 148-acre Roeding Regional Park consists of three components: the portion devoted to active
and passive recreation areas and the PARCS maintenance yard (123 acres), the Fresno Chaffee
Zoo (18 acres), and the Rotary Storyland and Playland facilities (7 acres). The planned expansion
of the zoo (by 21 acres) and Rotary Storyland and Playland (by 2 acres)} would reduce the amount
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of land for active and passive recreation areas, a decrease from 123 acres currently to 100 acres.
These 100 acres would include public recreation/open space (76 acres), parking (2 acres), multiple
purpose paths (6 acres), public access roads (5 acres), a non-public access road (2 acres), and a
new PARCS maintenance facility (2 acres). Some of the roads and parking included in the active
and passive recreation area of Roeding Park would also serve the Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary
Storyland and Playland facilities.

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo would expand from 18 acres to 39 acres. The 39 acres would include
exhibits (including habitat) (20 acres), landscaping/open space {10 acres), multiple purpose paths
(5 acres), buildings (3 acres), non public access roads (1 acre). The Fresno Chaffee Zoo would
gain 3 of the 21 additional acres from the PARCS Maintenance Facility, which is presently located
adjacent to the northwest boundary of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo. The remaining 18 acres will result
from the Fresno Chaffee Zoo’s expansion into an area located in the southeast corner of Roeding
Park (the Expansion Area). The Expansion Area is presently developed for park use and provides
recreational opportunities for the public. The Expansion Area currently includes several groves of
trees, roadways, parking spaces, paved walking paths, grasslands, a picnic grove, a horseshoe
pit, and water features.

The total area encompassed by Rotary Playland and Storyland would expand from 7 acres to 9
acres. The 9 acres would encompass the existing Rotary Playland and Storyland and small
expansion areas adjacent to the boundaries of each facility. Lake Washington and the adjacent
public picnic area are considered public recreation open space, although those areas presently
abut the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, and Rotary Playland and Storyland.

Existing and Proposed Land Use Quantities

Summary of Uses Within Roeding Park

Land Area®
Use Proposed Existing
Parkland (Active and Passive Recreation 100 acres 68% 123 acres 83%
Area)
Fresno Chaffee Zoo 39 acres 26% 18 acres 12%
Rotary Playland & Storyland 9 acres 6% 7 acres 5%
Totals 148 acres 148 acres
Detaiis
Parkland

Land Area®
Use Proposed Existing
Public Access Roads” 5 acres 5% 11 acres 9%
Non-Public Access Road 2 acres 2% 0 acres 0%
Multiple Purpose Paths (Pedestrian/Bike) 6 acres 6% 0 acres 0%
Parking® 9 acres 9% 3 acres 2%
Public Recreation/Open Space® 76 acres 76% 104 acres 85%
PARCS Maintenance Faaility’ 2 acres 2% 5 acres 4%
Totals 100 acres 123 acres
Fresno Chaffee Zoo

Land Area®
Use Proposed Existing
Nen Public Access Roads 1 acre 3% 1 acre 6%
Multiple Purpose Paths 5 acres 13% 3 acres 17%
(Pedestrian/Bike)
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Exhibits (including habitat) 20 acres 51% 4 acres 22%
Buildings. __3acres 7% 2 acres 11%
Landscape/Open Space 10 acres 26% 8 acres 44%
Totals 39 acres 18 acres
Rotary Storyland and Playland : :

Land Area®

Use Proposed Existing
All 9 100% 7 100%
Totals 9 7

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY

Land use plans, policies, and regulations that may apply to the Master Plan Project include the 2025
Fresno General Plan, the West Area Community Plan, the Redevelopment Plan for the Freeway 99-
Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Project, and the City of Fresno Zoning Ordinance.

2025 Fresno General Plan: Adopted in February 2002, the 2025 General Plan provides the
framework and is the basis for land use decision and development activities within the General Plan
Area. The general plan land use designations for Roeding Regional Park and nearby lands are
described in the preceding subsection. The 2025 General Plan contains nine elements, 17 goals and
several policies objectives to achieve the plan's goals. The Draft Environmental Impact Report
provides a listing of the General Plan goals, policies and objectives relevant to the Project (See
Exhibit A), and evidence to support the consistency of the Project with each. The proposed Facility
Master Plans are consistent with the 2025 Fresno General Plan open space/regional park planned
land use designation, and the other applicable goals, policies and objectives in the General Plan.

West Area Community Plan: Roeding Regional Park is in the southeast corner of the West Area
Community Plan planning area. The land use plan for the West Area Community Plan is the same as
for the City of Fresno 2025 Fresno General Plan. The West Area Community Plan contains objectives
and policies for neighborhood and community parks but none related to regional parks in general or
Roeding Regional Park specifically. Nonetheless, the project is consistent with a number of the
objectives and policies of the West Area Community Plan. The Draft Environmental Impact Report
provides a listing of the General Plan goals, policies and objectives relevant to the Project (See
Exhibit B), and evidence to support the consistency of the Project with each. The proposed Facility
Master Plan are consistent with the West Area Community Plan open space/fregional park planned
land use designation, and the other applicable goals, policies and provisions in the West Area
Community Plan.

Redevelopment Plan for the Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment
Project (Redevelopment Plan}): Roeding Regional Park is at the southerly end of the Redevelopment
Plan Project Area. While Roeding Regional Park and the uses within it are not directly mentioned in the
Redevelopment Plan, Section IV (§400), Uses Permitted in the Project Area, of the Redevelopment
Plan contains three sections that have general applicability to the Master Plan Project.

The purpose of the Redevelopment Plan is to reverse blight, reverse the trends of economic stagnation
and ensure the revitalization of the project area's potential for new development and growth.
Estimates of revenue generated by Measure Z are between 110 and 120 million dollars, which will be
invested into the 39-acre Fresno Chaffee Zoo site. An investment of this size is one of the most
dramatic commitments to a city of Fresno redevelopment area in the history of the redevelopment
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agency. The expansion will generate tourism that has a positive ripple effect in the local economy
through room taxes at local hotels and motels, provide customers to nearby restaurants, and increase
sales tax revenues from items sold at the expanded zoo gift store. Perhaps more importantly, the
expanded zoo will save a valuable recreational and educational rescurce that will likely close if the
expansion is not successful. :

The “Redevelopment Land Use Map,” illustrates the location of the Redevelopment Project Area
boundaries, major sireets within the Redevelopment Project Area, and the proposed land uses to be
permitted in the Redevelopment Project pursuant to the 2025 Fresno General Plan and applicable
community plan for all land within the Redevelopment Project Area, public, semi-public and private.
Specific permitted uses within the Redevelopment Plan Area are those that are permitted, or
conditionally permitted, by the Zoning Ordinance contained in the Fresno Municipal Code when the
Zoning Ordinance conforms to the General Plan.

The Redevelopment Plan established ten specific goals. Therefore, the proposed Facility Master Plan
are consistent with the Redevelopment Plan for the Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor
Redevelopment Project open space/regional park planned land use designation. The project is also
consistent with the O (Open Conservation District} Zone District designation (FMC §12-204) and other
applicable provisions of the Redevelopment Plan (See Exhibit C).

ZONE DISTRICT CONSISTENCY

Roeding Regional Park is zoned, “0,” Open Space Conservation District under the Zoning Ordinance.
The “O" District “... is intended to provide for permanent open spaces in the community..." (Fresno
Municipal Code, Sec. 12-204) “Recreation areas, parks, and playgrounds” are permitted in the "O”
District subject to first securing a conditional use permit (Sec. 12-204.3.5). Because the uses within
Roeding Regional Park, including the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, Rotary Storyland and Playland, and park
uses, are considered “Recreation areas, parks, and playgrounds,” those uses are allowed subject to a
conditional use permit under Section 12-304-B of the zoning ordinance. The proposed Facility Master
Plan are consistent with the O {Open Conservation District) Zone District designation (FMC §12-204)
(See Exhibit D) and other applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

The proposed storm drainage basin site is zoned R-1, Single Family Residential. Section 12-304-B of
the Zoning Ordinance permits public ufility and public service structures, uses and buildings as
deemed by the Director or the Commission to be essential and desirable for the public welfare. The
proposed storm drainage basin is a pubtlic utility and according to City staff would be allowed, subject
to a conditional use permit, within a R-1 zoned district.

Conditional Use Permit: Conditional Use Permit Application No. C-08-186 requests authorization of
the Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan. This proposal is driven by
[per diction in EIR 7-41, implements not "driven by"] a comprehensive plan that establishes goals and
objectives for the zoo and the park including a wide range of measures to, among other things, protect
the architectural and horticultural integrity of the facility and to do so in an environmentally sensitive
manner. The CUP must be approved by the City of Fresno to allow implementation of the Master Plan,
including the improvements proposed for Rotary Storyland and Playland.

At a later public hearing, conducted after the City Council considers certification of the Final EIR and
adoption of the Roeding Park Master Plan, the Planning Commission will consider Conditional Use
Permit Application No. C-08-186 that would entitle the development of Roeding Park, including the
expansion of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo, as described in the Roeding Park Master Plan.
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The implementation of the proposed project will require two discretionary approvals. These discretionary
approvals are as follows: approval of Conditional Use Permit Application No. C-08-186 for the uses
proposed in the Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans and subsequent
conditional use permit application for the proposed Storm Drain Facility. Other subsequent approvals
may be .required if so decided by the approving agency. These subsequent approvals could include;
improvement plans, grading permits, building permits, and landscapes plans.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

The Draft EIR is intended to serve as an informational document for the public agency decision-makers
and the public regarding the objectives and components of the proposed project. The Draft EIR
provides a comprehensive single environmental document that will allow the City of Fresno to carry out
the proposed project and evaluates direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the proposed project, as
well as project alternatives in accordance with the provisions set forth in CEQA and the CEQA
Guidelines.

The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts associated with the
development of the proposed Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plans
Project (Master Plans Project). CEQA requires that all state and local government agencies consider
the environmental consequences of projects over which they have discretionary authority before taking
action on them.

The City of Fresno is the lead agency for the preparation of this Draft EIR. This document is a Project
EIR and has been prepared in conformance with CEQA, California Public Resources Code Section
21000 et seq.; the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulation, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.);
and the rules, regulations, and procedures for implementing CEQA as adopted by the City of Fresno.

This document addresses the potentially significant environmental impacts that may be associated with
the planning, construction, or operation of the project, as well as identify appropriate feasible mitigation
measures and alternatives that may be adopted to reduce or eliminate these impacts. The Draft EIR is
the primary reference document for the formulation and implementation of a mitigation monitoring
program for the proposed project. This Draft EIR was been prepared with technical assistance by
Michael Brandman Associates (MBA) under direct contract to the City, and has been independently
reviewed by City staff.

Scoping Process

Approval of a development project requires discretionary actions by the City of Fresno. Accordingly, in
compliance with CEQA Guidelines, the City of Fresno has taken steps to maximize opportunities for
citizenry participation in the environmental process for the proposed project. On February 25, 2008, a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and Initial Study {IS) was distributed for public review and comment. The
NOP/IS described the proposed project, identified potential envirenmenial issues associated with the
development of the proposed project that would require further evaluation in an EIR, and also included
an evaluation of other environmental issues that were determined less than significant or would resuit
in no impact and would not be required to be further evaluated in an EIR. On March 26, 2008, the City
conducted a scoping meeting to discuss the proposed project as well as the potential environmental
issues that would be further evaluated in an EIR. Comments on the NOP/IS were received, and the
comment period closed on April 2, 2008.
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After receiving comments during the scoping process in connection with the original Notice of
Preparation for the Master Plan and a thorough review of technical studies that identified potential
environmental constraints, the Zoo Corporation and the City modified the two Master Plans to produce a-
project environmentally superior to the original plan, as follows: : :

The roadways, pathways, and parking nodes were reconfigured and reduced to preserve the
meandering nature of the existing circulation system, and to preserve compatibility, where feasible,
with the existing informal planting scheme of Roeding Park. In addition, much of the existing
perimeter vehicular roadways have been converted to walking, bicycle pathways. Finally, a main
gate along Golden State to provide greater walking/bicycle access to the park and connected
pathways.

Off-site drainage (as opposed to the originally planned onsite ponding basin) has been provided to
accommodate storm water runoff while reducing the need to re-align and grade the existing
topography, eliminating the construction cost of the original lift station and ponding basin (an
estimated 1.5 million dollar cost savings), and preserving open space.

The zoo and park plans were maodified to further protect cultural and historic resources. Efforts
were made to preserve historical character defining features such as the Pergola, Streetcar
shelter, landscaping style, administration building, Chaffee building, bandstand, and many other
features. In addition, historic water features on the southeast corner of the park were relocated to
the north along Golden State Boulevard, maintaining pond prominence along the street frontage
and viewsheds.

The Park maintenance yard is currently proposed to be located in the northwestern portion of the
project site (as opposed to the originally proposed off-site location on Peach Avenue). This new
location provides for a centralized headquarters, which will house 12-14 employees for
maintenance related to Roeding Park. This location provides direct access to the park itself and is
in close proximity to major streets, reducing potential traffic conflicts between maintenance
personnel and visitors. Additionally, the historic portion of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Administrative
Building would be relocated to this new location and incorporated into the park maintenance yard
as office space.

The configuration of the Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo improvements has been
modified to avoid a net loss to water features and tree canopy.

The park and zoo plans were modified to reduce impacts to open space. There has been an
increase in multiple purpose paths, a decrease in public access roads to provide for more
walkability, and additional interior and perimeter bicycle pathways. In addition, land was
recaptured by moving the originally planned onsite ponding basin south of Belmont Avenue.
Finally, areas along the western border of the park have been identified for open festival areas and
potential reforestation.

Based on the findings of the NOP/IS, the scoping meeting, and issues identified within both comment
periods on the NOP/IS, this information was used to determine the scope of the environmental issues
and impacts.

From this body of information and results of the technical studies, the City and the Zoo Corporation
determined the need to revise the Master Plans, which were re-published in June 2009. The City also
elected to prepare a Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP), which was published on July 1, 2009. The
Revised NOP was distributed to interested agencies, property owners, and residents for review and
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comment. This NOP noted the changes to the proposed Roeding Regional Facility Park Master Plan
and the Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan. The modifications include:

1. The main Zoo/park parking hub has been redesigned.

2. The roadways, pathways, and parking nodes were reconfigured and reduced to preserve the
meandering nature of the existing circulation system, and to preserve compatibility, where feasible,
with the existing informal planting scheme of Roeding Park.

3.  Off-site drainage has been provided to accommodate storm water runoff.
4. The Zoo and Park plans were modified to further protect cultural and historic rescurces.
5. The Park maintenance yard will now be located on-site.

6. The configuration of the Roeding Park and Zoo improvements has been modified to avoid a net
loss to water features and tree canopy.

7. The Park and Zoo plans were modified to reduce impacts to open space.

The close of the Revised NOP comment period was August 3, 2009. Based on the modifications to
the Master Plans and the comments received on the Revised NOP, the preparation of the
environmental documentation for the proposed project resumed. The scope of environmental analysis
and topics {o be addressed were the direct result of the revised NOP, revised fechnical studies and
scope of the environmental issues that would be addressed in the Draft EIR.

Environmental issues Determined Not To Be Significant

The environmental issues that were determined not to be significantly affected by the proposed project
and therefore, does not require evaluation in the document, per section 150863(c) of the State CEQA
Guidelines, is as follows:

. Agriculture and Forestry Resources
. Mineral Resources
. Population and Housing

The above environmental issues that are determined not to be significantly affected by the
implementation of the proposed project, do not require further analysis in this Draft EIR. However, a
discussion of these issues along with other issues that have been determined to result in no impacts
from the implementation of the proposed project is provided in Chapter 20, Effects Found Not to be
Significant.

Environmental Issues Determined To Be Potentially Significant

The scope of this Draft EIR is based on issues identified by the City during the preparation of the 2008
NOP/IS, 2009 NOP, written comments received from public agencies and the general public in
response to the 2008 NOP/IS and 2009 NOP, and a public scoping meeting. Based on the foregoing,
the environmental issues that could result in potentiaily significant impacts to the environment that are
described and evaluated in this Draft EIR are listed below along with the corresponding Chapter of the
Draft EIR in which they are discussed. The cumulative impacts associated with each of the followmg
environmental issues are addressed in Chapter 22, Cumulative Impacts.
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. Aesthetics — Chapter 5

. Air Quality — Chapter 10

. Biological Resources — Chapter 6

. Cuttural Resources — Chapter 4

. Greenhouse Gas Emissions — Chapter 10

. Hazards and Hazardous Materials — Chapter 19

. Hydrology and Water Quality — Chapter 14

. l.and Use and Planning — Chapter 7

. Noise — Chapter 11

. Parking — Chapter 9

. Public Services — Chapters 17 (Law Enforcement), 18 (Fire Protection)
* Recreation — Chapter 3

. Transportation/Traffic — Chapter 8

) Utitities and Service Systems — Chapters 12 (Water Supply), 13 (Wastewater Collection and
Disposal), and 15 (Solid Waste)

. Energy — Chapter 16

TECHNICAL STUDIES

A number of technical studies were conducted by experis to provide empirical data and substantial
evidence in the administrative record to support the conclusions of project impacts. Below is a brief
description of those independent studies.

Cuitural Records and Histerical Resource (Appendix B)

This report analyzes the project-specific impacts of the Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee
Zoo Master Plans Project (revised June, 2009, and hereafter referred to as Master Plans Project) on
any historic or cultural resources present on the project site, as required by California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). This required completing a study of potential impacts on cuiltural resources,
including paleontological, prehistoric archaeological, historic resources, State of California Department
of Parks and Recreation (DPR) District Record for (DPR 523D} and Primary Record Forms (DPR
523A), as needed.

Specifically, this analysis includes: a brief description of the proposed Master Plan Project, an analysis
of project-specific impacts of the Master Plan Project on qualified historic resources in the vicinity {(here
defined as a historic district), and an analysis of potential cumulative impacts on the historic district
caused by the Master Plan Project. Also included are mitigation measures that would need to be
adopted in order {o minimize the identified impacts caused by the Master Plan Project to a less than
significant level. In some cases, additional, optional mitigation measures are recommended for
additional proposed historic district protection, beyond those necessary to reduce the impact to a level
of less than significance.
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Biological Report (Appendix C)

- Live Qaks Associates, Inc. completed an inventory of the potential biotic resources within and
surreunding the Roeding Regional Park site. The biological resources study identified three land -
use/biotic habitats within the study area: park, zoo and artificial ponds. Habitats of the site provided
potential habitats for none of the 10 special status plant species during migration, but the site would
not be considered important habitat for such species. Two special status bat species (Townsend's
western big-eared bat and pallid bat) could forage and roost on the site. The study area and adjacent
habitat provided suitable nesting and breeding habitat for raptors and migratory birds. Project impacts
will be mitigated to ales than significant effect by the following measures; avoidance, pre-construction
surveys, construction free buffers around potential active roost and nest , and monitoring by a qualified
biologist to determine the end of breeding season. Additionally, the project will not be in conflict with
local policies or ordinances that protect sensitive biotic resources.

Traffic Study (Appendix D)

This report presented the results of a traffic impact study for the proposed Roeding Regionai Park and
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Master Facility Plan. The analysis focused on the anticipated effect of vehicle
traffic resuiting from the Project and also included discussion on on-site circulation, site access,
parking, pedestrians and transit.

The scope of the traffic impact study, intersections and road segments to be evaluated was determined
at a meeting with City of Fresno Traffic Engineering staff held on July 10, 2007. Caltrans and the
County of Fresno also were consulted and concurred with the scope of the study. The intersections
analyzed include:

. Olive Avenue/Site (Roeding Regional Park) Access;

. Olive Avenue/Golden State Boulevard;

. Olive Avenue/Weber Avenue;

. QOlive Avenue/State Route (SR) 99 Northbound Ramps;

. QOlive Avenue/SR 99 Southbound Ramps;

. Belmont Avenue/Site (Roeding Regional Park) Access;

. Belmont Avenue/H Street (Weber Avenue);

. Belmont Avenue/SR 99 Northbound Ramps;

. Belmont Avenue/SR 99 Southbound Ramps; and

. Golden State Boulevard/Site {(Roeding Regional Park) Access (Proposed).

The roadway segment analysis included:

. Olive Avenue between the SR 99 Southbound Ramps and the SR 99 Northbound Ramps;

. Olive Avenue between the SR 29 Northbound Ramps and Site Access;

. Olive Avenue between Site Access and Golden State Boulevard;

. Belmont Avenue between the SR 99 Southbound Ramps and the SR 99 Northbound Ramps;
. Belmont Avenue between the SR 93 Northbound Ramps and Site Access;

. Belmont Avenue between Site Access and Golden Stafe Boulevard;
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. Golden State Boulevard between Belmont Avenue and the proposed Site Access;
. Golden State Boulevard between the proposed Site Access and Olive Avenue.

in additlion, a limited quantitative analysis for the following freeway segments was also included as
follows:

. SR 99 between SR 180 and Belmont Avenue;

. SR 99 between Belmont Avenue and Olive Avenue;
. SR 99 between Qlive Avenue and McKinley Avenue;
. SR 180 between Marks Avenue and SR 99; and

. SR 180 between SR 99 and Fulton Street.

The study time periods included in the scope of the traffic study were the weekday a.m. and p.m. peak
hours determined between 7:00 and 9:00 a.m. and between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. and the weekend peak
hour. The peak hours were analyzed for the following conditions as required by the City of Fresno:

. Existing Conditions;

. Year 2014 Conditions Without Project;

. Year 2014 Conditions With 2014 Project;

. Year 2030 Conditions Without Project; and
. Year 2030 Conditions with Project.

Air Quality {Appendix E)

This appendix includes construction assumptions and URBEMIS 2007 model runs that provide criteria
pollutant annual emission estimates and estimates by construction phase. This appendix also includes
vehicle miles travel estimates and model runs to estimate annual operational emissions. Greenhouse
gas emissions are also estimated based on the amount of carbon dioxide emitted by the project.
Detailed information related to project mitigation measures and project design features that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions is provided. Local mobile source carbon monoxide concentration analysis to
determine carbon monoxide concentrations near roadway intersections is provided. These
concentrations are estimated near roadway intersections because carbon monoxide emissions are a
direct function of traffic volume, speed, and delay. Finally, this appendix includes correspondence with
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District regarding the air quality analysis.

Noise (Appendix F)

This report describes the existing noise environment in the project vicinity and identifies potential noise
impacts associated with the proposed project. Project impacts are evaluated relative to applicable
noise level criteria and the existing ambient noise environment. For CEQA purposes, noise is generally
considered to be sound that is loud, disagreeable, or unexpected. The combination of the 2025 Fresno
General Plan, Noise paolicies and Fresno Municipal Code Ordinance related fo noise, were utilized to
establish the baseline ambient noise levels and potential threshold of significant. The Federal
Interagency Committee on Aviation Noise Recommend Criteria for Evaluation of Increase in Ambient
Noise l.evels standards were alsc incorporated the technical analysis.
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Water Demand {Appendix G)

This information includes an evaluation of existing and project water demand associated with Chaffee
Zoo, Roeding Park, Storyland, -and Playland. Water demand estimates for Chaffee Zoo included pool
water, wash down areas, animal consumption, human consumption, and landscape irrigation. The water
demand for Roeding Park, Storyland, and Playland included human consumption and landscape
irrigation. No water supply issues were found to be significant.

Wastewater Gerieration (Appendix H)

This information includes an evaluation of existing and project wastewater generation associated with
Chaffee Zoo, Roeding Park, Storyland, and Playland. Wastewater generation estimates for Chaffee Zoo
included pool water that is periodically replaced, animal wash down areas, and human generation from
faucets and toilets. The water demand for Roeding Park, Storyland, and Playland included human
generation from faucets and toilets. No wastewater collection and disposal impacts were found to be
significant.

Environmental Study Assessment (Appendix 1)

This report describes the existing recognized environmental conditions associated with the project site
and the vicinity of the project site and the likely presence of hazardous substances or petroleum
products. A reconnaissance of the project site and adjoining properties was conducted by an
Environmental Assessor. Persons knowledgeable of the former and current site and adjoining properties
were interviewed. Available and reasonably ascertainable federal, state, and local regulatory agency
files were researched and reviewed to identify historic releases or uses of petroleum products and/or
hazardous materials on the project site or adjoining properties. In addition, available historic maps and
building department records were research and reviewed. Based on the evaluation, potential significant
impacts associated with the removal of existing buildings could occur; however, mitigation measures are
included to reduce the potential effects to less than significant. All other hazards and hazardous
materials issues associated with the project site and/or project would be less than significant.

CIRCULATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

Environmental Impact Report, SCH No. 2008031002, dated October 7, 2010, was prepared in
accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (pursuant to Cal.
Public Resources §§ 21000, et seq. and the CEQA Guidelines at Cal. Code of Reg's, tit. 14, §§ 15000,
et seq.). This process included the publication of the Notice of Availability in a newspaper of general
circutation and distribution of requests for comment to other responsible or affected agencies and
interested organizations and persons. The Draft EIR was distributed for a public review period of 45
days (October 11, 2010 through November 24, 2010) to provide adequate opportunity for interested
persons to review and comment. Approximately twenty-eight (28) written comments were received
regarding the initial Draft EIR, responses to these comments were prepared for each comment. Finally,
City responses will be delivered to agencies and private parties that submitted comments 10 days prior
to formal Councit consideration.

In addition to those who have already commented as described above, agencies, organizations, and
interested parties not contacted or who did not respond to the request for comments about the project
during the preparation of the Draft EIR, have the opportunity to comment during the public hearings on
the Project.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

In accordance with CEQA Section 15066, the Lead agency shall evaluate comments on environmental
issues received from persons who reviewed the draft EIR and shall provide a written response. The
Lead Agency shall provide a written proposed response to a public agency on comments made by that
public agency at least 10 days prior o certifying an environmental impact report.

CONCLUSION /{ RECOMMENDATION

The appropriateness of the proposed Roeding Park Facility Master Plan has been examined with
respect to its consistency with goals and policies of the 2025 Fresno General Plan, West Area
Community Plan and Redevelopment Plan for the Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor
Redevelopment Project (Redevelopment Plan); its compatibility with surrounding existing or proposed
uses; and, its avoidance or mitigation of potentially significant adverse environmental impacts. These
factors have been evaluated as described above and by accompanying Environmental Impact Report,
SCH No. 2008031002, dated October 7, 2010.

As summarized by this staff report, staff presentation, technical information, public testimony and
gvidence in the record, staff further recommends the Planning Commission recommend to the City
Council certification of the Final Environmentai Impact Report, SCH No. 2008031002, and other
informational documents pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, and
approval of the City of Fresno, Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan.

Attachments: Aerial Photograph of Site (Figure 2-4)
Existing Land Use (Figure 7-1)
lllustrative Roeding Park Facility Master Plan (Figure 2-5)
Disturbance Area (Figure 2-7)
Roeding Park Historic District Boundary Map (Figure 4-1)

Exhibit A - 2025 General Plan Policies (Table 7-1)

Exhibit B - West Area Plan Policies — Consistency Analysis {(Table 7-4)

Exhibit C — Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan
Consistency Analysis- Goals (Table 7-5)

Exhibit D - City of Fresno Zone District (Figure 7-3)

Exhibit E — Letter of Support — San Joaquin Memorial High School

Draft Final Environmental Impact Report No. 10141
Draft EIR dated October 7, 2010 (CD)
Final EIR dated December, 2010
Appendices (CD)

Draft Mitigation Monitoring Checklist
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Exhibit A

2025 General Plan Policies
(Table 7-1)
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Exhibit B
West Area Plan Policies — Consistency Analysis
(Table 7-4)




West Area Plan Policies

Consistency Analysis

Policy
No. ‘ Policy ~ Consistency Determination
Policy The City of Fresno shall continue to Consistent. The Master Plans
W-1-c implement its Urban Growth Management Project is consistent with UGM
(UGM) policies, which encourage orderly policies which encourage orderly
development and discourage premature development and discourage
development of land near the planned urban | premature development near the
fringe. urban fringe. Specifically, the
Master Plans Project is located
within an established urban area of
the City, and the development will
occur entirely within the existing
footprint of Roeding Park. The
Master Plans Project does not
include any development near the
urban fringe.
Polic Provide a 20-foot landscaped setback along | Consistent. The Master Plans
y . ; . .
W-3-b all designated arterial streets. Planned Project contemplates landscaping of

clements of the city’s master trail system
may be located partially within this setback.

approximately 20-feet or greater
along Belmont Avenue which is the
only street adjacent to the Master
Plan Project that is designated an
arterial street. Small segments of
the landscaping adjacent to Belmont
Avenue will be less than 20-feet, in
order to accommodate the existing
roadway inside Roeding Park that
generally runs parallel to Belmont
Avenue. Mitigation Measure 4.3
stated in Chapter 4: Cultural
Resources, however, will allow the
City to further this policy and not
obstruct its attainment.
Specifically, Mitigation Measure
4.3 requires that in areas where
fencing is close to public roads, the
landscaping design will maintain a
sense of openness. Further, the
fencing around the perimeter of the
Zoo shall be designed and
constructed in an informal manner
that is acsthetically pleasing and
generally follows the form of the
existing trees, shrubs and ponds,




No nonresidential structure taller than two

Consistent. The Master Plans

518
,1“?_1}7(?; stories or 35 feet shall be constructed or Project does not contemptate the
enlarged within 40 feet of the property line | enlargement or construction of any
of abutting properties that are zoned, structures taller than two stories or
planned, or otherwise approved for 35 feet within 40 feet of any
residential uses. property lines abutting properties
that are zoned, plained, or
otherwise approved for residential
uses,
Policy Nom‘esi@emial structures tl}at are less than Cox}sistexlt. The Master Plans
W-7_p | two stories or 35 feet in height may be Project does not contemplate the
constructed within 20 feet of the property construction of any structures
line of abutting properties that are zoned, within 20 feet of any property lines
planned, or otherwise approved for abutting properties that are zoned,
residential uses. planned, or otherwise approved for
residential uses.
Policy All loading spaces shall be located not less | Consistent. The Master Plans
W-7-¢ than 150 feet from the boundary of any Project does not contemplate any
residential property; however, the proximity | loading spaces that are within 150
of loading areas may be reduced when feet of the boundary of any
adequate design and operational measures residential property. In addition, all
(such as restricted hours for loading loading areas shall be screened
activities) are approved {o mitigate noise, from view from any residential
lights, and other nuisances associated with | properties consistent with the
loading areas, in order to protect adjacent requirements of Policy W-7-c.
residential uses. In all cases, loading areas
shall be screened from view of adjoining
property zoned, planned, or approved for
residential uses. This screening shall be
accomplished by either placing loading
docks and areas on the sides of buildings
that face away from residential property or
by a combination of landscape planiing and
a solid masonry wall. Where possible,
loading areas should not be visible from,
nor take access from, local streets with
residential frontage.
Policy Roof-mounted and detached mechanical Consistent. As explained in
W-7-f equipment for commercial and office uses Chapter 11: Noise, after mitigation,

should be screened from view of adjacent
residential areas, and acoustically baffied to
prevent the noise level rating for the
equipment from exceeding the applicable
city standard for ambient noise at residential
property lines.

stationary noise sources
contemplated under the Master
Plans Project would not exceed the
City’s applicable noise standards,
including but not limited to the
City’s noise standards applicable to
ambient noise levels at residential
property lines.




Within an area 100 feet wide abutting

Consistent. As discussed in

S‘?_i»lﬁé property zoned, planned, or otherwise Chapter 5: Aesthetics, the EIR
approved for residential use, nonresidential | includes proposed mitigation
developments’ exterior lighting for parking, | measures requiring that exterior
access drives, and loading areas shall be lighting for parking, external signs,
shielded and directed to prevent the streets, security, and buildings shall
residential properties from having line-of- | be shielded and directed to prevent
sight visibility of the light source. direct glare-and light trespass.

Policy Buildings shall have an attractive Consistent. All new structures

W-7—} appearance on all sides, not just on their contemplated under the Master

front elevations. No monolithic walls shall
be permitted. Design features such as the
extension of roof treatments and mansards
to the sides and backs of buildings;
provision of pedestrian overhangs; and use
of texture, relief, and/or color can be
utilized to add interest to otherwise blank
walls.

Plans Project will be attractive in
design on all sides and, to the extent
any otherwise blank walls are
contemplated, design features such
as the extension of roof treatments
and mansards, pedestrian
overhangs, or additional texture,
relief and/or color shall be
incorporated into the design of any
such structures. In addition, the
Master Plans Project does not
contemplate the installation of any
new walls that could be
characterized as monolithic,




Exhibit C
Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment

Plan Consistency Analysis- Goals
(Table 7-5)




Table 7-5
Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan
Consistency Analysis — Goals

Goal : _
No. Goal Consistency Determination

1 {Elimination of blighting influences and the | Consistent: The improvement to the Fresno
correction of environmental deficiencies in | Chaffee Zoo with Measure “Z” funds, as
the project Area, including, among others, |well as the improvements proposed for
small and irregular-shaped lots in multiple | Roeding Regional Park and Rotary Playland
ownership, absolete and aged building and Storyland represents a community
types, vacant building and lots, interest and commitment to reinvestment in a
depreciated or stagnant property values blighted area. The project will provide a
and impaired investments, abnormally low |healthy and safe environment for all
lease rates, high crime rates, incompatible |visitors.
and uneconomic land uses, and inadequate
or deteriorated public improvements,
facilities, and utilities.

2 | The assembly of land into parcels suitable |Consistent: The project will utilize a multi-
for modern, integrated development with | model system of transportation within, to
improved pedestrian and vehicular and from the project.
circulation in the project Area.

3 | The re-planning, redesign, and Consistent: The project results in a re-
development of undeveloped and planning of Roeding Regional Park to
underdeveloped areas that are stagnant or | provide more diverse recreational and
improperly utilized. educational opportunities within the

cominunity.

4 | The provision of opportunities for Consistent: The project revitalization
participation by owners and tenants in the |proposed by the Fresno Chaffee Zoo with
revitalization of their properties. Measure “Z” funds is the most substantial

ever undertaken by the zoo. Rotary
Storyland and Playland and the City of
Fresno will also undertake substantial
improvements to their properties.

5 | The strengthening of land uses and their | Consistent: The proposed project will
inter-related functions in the project Area. {expand the mix of recreational, educational

and entertainment uses. The proposed
project will function as a catalyst for further
reinvestment for the surrounding area.

6 | The strengthening of the economic base of | Consistent: The project proposes a

the project Area and the community by the
installation of needed site improvements to
stimulate new development, business
expansion, employment, and social and
economic growth.

comprehensive redevelopment and
expansion strategy through year 2020 with a
strong focus on the Measure “Z”
implementation plan. The expansion of the
Fresno Chaffee Zoo and Rotary Playland and
Storyland will encourage more visitors to the
zoo and result in more investment in nearby
properties. The community will also benefit
from the increased number of visitors to the




Table 7-5
Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan
Consistency Analysis — Goals

Goal ‘ _
No. Goal Consistency Determination
z00, which will generate additional demands
for services.
7 | The provision of adequate land for parking | Consistent: A major component of the
and open space. Master Plans is to provide adequate and
improved parking centrally located in the
project. The entire project is a component of
mixed open space recreational opportunitics.
8 | The establishment of a positive visual Consistent: The project will incorporate
image through implementation of site various design measures to assure the
design standards, environmental quality, |visitor’s experience is enjoyable, rewarding
and compatibility with buildings of and takes place within an environmentally
historical importance, and other design sensitive contexd.
elements which provide unity and integrity
to the entire project.
9 | The expansion, improvement, and Not Applicable
preservation of the community’s supply of
housing available at affordable housing
cost to low- and moderate-income persons
and families within the project Ar¢a or
outside the project Area (with appropriate
findings).
10 | The encouragement of participation of Consistent: The City of Fresno has an

project area residents in the formulation
and implementation of this Plan fo ensure
that Plan proposals are beneficial to people
who live and work within the project Area,
as well as the community in general.

established process by which the community
can review and provide appropriate input to
land use entitlements. This project will be
evaluated in this manner,




Exhibit D
City of Fresno Zone District
(Figure 7-3)




Table 7-3

Planned Land Use and Zone District Consistency

Planned Land Use
(See Figure 7-2)

Location

Consistent Zone
District(s)

Existing Zone District
(See Figure 7-3)

Open Space
(Regional Park)

Roeding Regional

Park

0, AE-20

O

Seurces: 2028 Fresno Generai Plan, Fressio Zoaning Ordinance

Table 7-4




Exhibit E
letter of Support — San Joaquin Memorial High School




JECETY S

, I
JAN 10 2010 ‘b
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SANI =
JOAQUIN

MEMORIAL

January 5, 2011 HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. John Dugan

Director

City of Fresno

Development & Resources Management Department

2600 Fresno St. Pla
Fresno, CA 93721

Re: Roeding Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo

Dear Mr. Dugan:

As President of San Joaquin Memorial High School (SJM) and on behalf of the school I
would like to take this opportunity to express our support of the Roeding Regional Park
and Fresno Chaffee Zoo project that is before you. SJM is a Catholic, college
preparatory high school located in Fresno. SJM supports the project for a number of
reasons, the details of which are set forth below.

SJM serves a student body of over 580. The students are from a wide range of ethnic
groups and varying socio-economic levels. SJM has long been committed to advancing
the opportunities for its students to be exposed to the arts and sciences. For many years
SJM has taken its students to the Fresno Chaffee Zoo several times a year. These field
trips are a proven educational resource for our students.

The Fresno Chaffee Zoo expansion will provide a unique learning experience for our
students. The proposed Zoo expansion will provide extensive scientific, biological and
arts experiences for our students many of which could not be exposed to these
educational resources if not provided by the Zoo. Specifically the Zoo will include new
facilities, habitats, interpretive packages and programming to display the Zoo’s efforts in
animal conservation, science and education.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this matter.

Very I)ruly yours,
. 7-/_ /i

i o

7k
ﬁisa gh.{i/ilmeier

Pré{ident

Gt Mr. Scott Barton
John Kinsey, Esq.
Mr. Dirk Poeschel, AICP

A CATHOLIC COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOI
ApMINISTERED By THE Diocest OF FrREsNO

1406 NORTH FRESNO STREET FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 93703-3789 559,/268-9251 FAX 559,/268-1351
\\'\\'\\'.sjmhs.l)l‘g




Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan
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REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION

Roeding Park Facility Master Plan and Environmental Analysis
January 26, 2010 '

Page 26

In accordance with CEQA Section 15066, the Lead agency shall evaluate comments on environmental
issues received from persons who reviewed the draft EIR and shall provide a written response. The
Lead Agency shall provide a written proposed response to a public agency on comments made by that
public agency at least 10 days prior to certifying an environmental impact report,

CONCLUSION / RECOMMENDATION

The appropriateness of the proposed Roeding Park Facility Master Plan has been examined with
respect to its consistency with goals and policies of the 2025 Fresno . General Plan, West Area
Community Plan and Redevelopment Plan for the Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor
Redevelopment Project (Redevelopment Plan); its compatibility with surrounding existing or proposed
uses; and, its avoidance or mitigation of potentially significant adverse environmental impacts. These
factors have been evaluated as described above and by accompanying Environmental Impact Report,
SCH No. 2008031002, dated October 7, 2010.

As summarized by this staff report, staff presentation, technical information, public testimony and
evidence in the record, staff further recommends the Planning Commission recommend to the City
Council certification of the Final Environmental Impact Report, SCH No. 2008031002, and other
informational documents pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, and
approval of the City of Fresno, Roeding Regional Park Facility Master Plan.

Attachments: Aerial Photograph of Site (Figure 2-4)
Existing L.and Use (Figure 7-1)
lllustrative Roeding Park Facility Master Plan (Figure 2-5)
Disturbance Area {Figure 2-7)
Roeding Park Historic District Boundary Map (Figure 4-1)

Exhibit A - 2025 General Plan Policies (Table 7-1)

Exhibit B - West Area Plan Policies — Consistency Analysis (Table 7-4)

Exhibit C — Freeway 99-Golden State Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan
Consistency Analysis- Goals {Table 7-5)

Exhibit D — City of Fresno Zone District (Figure 7-3)

Exhibit E — Letter of Support — San Joaquin Memorial High School

Draft Final Environmental iImpact Report No. 10141
Draft EIR dated October 7, 2010 (CD)
Final EIR dated December, 2010
Appendices (CD)

Draft Mitigation Monitoring Checklist



DRAFT Environmental Impact Report For The Roeding
Regional Park and Fresno Chaffee Zoo Facility Master Plan,
SCH. No. 2008031002
(CD Format)

Also Available at
http://www.fresno.gov/Government/DepartmentDirectory/Pla
nningandDevelopment/Planning/MajorProjectsunderReview.
htm




