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	Objective - Mineral Resources

	G-7
	Provide for the conservation of, and mineral extraction potential of, aggregate mineral resources within the city’s planning area, as identified by the Division of Mines and Geology.
	(
	

	Implementing Policies

	G-7-a
	Update Aggregate Mineral Resource Zones Map (Exhibit 10) when the Department of Conservation notifies the city of amendments in MRZ designations, and apply consistent land use policies and resource protections to emphasize the prime economic importance of the high-quality, close-to-market aggregate resources for meeting future needs of the Fresno Production-Consumption Region.
	(
	Check Exhibit #

	G-7-b
	The city shall maintain its multi-use open space land use planning designation and shall, through annexation and entitlements, apply zoning consistent with mineral extraction in the entire San Joaquin Riverbottom, including the proposed expanded urban boundary of the North Growth Area shown on the 2025 Fresno General Plan Land Use and Circulation Map (Exhibit 4).

· Allow for, and support, the continuance of multiple open space uses in the San Joaquin Riverbottom such as mineral extraction operations conducted in conformance with the SMARA, the city’s Surface Mining Ordinance, and existing conditional use permits that meet SMARA requirements.

· In the San Joaquin riverbottom, accommodate only those mineral  processing activities associated and co-located with mining operations when such industrial activities will sunset with the mining operation and do not stimulate unplanned growth or conversion of multi-use open space to urban uses.
	X
	Check Exhibit #. Duplicate. See F-7, E-15.

	G-7-c
	A Mineral Zone (“MZ”) overlay zone district shall be created when the city’s Zoning Ordinance is revised, to denote lands which need to be protected for mineral resource conservation purposes and to provide for consistent application of conservation policies when land use decisions are made.

· Designated MRZ-2 land within the city’s incorporated boundaries shall be assigned MZ overlay zoning.

· All properties in the city with permitted surface mining operations shall be assigned “MZ” overlay zoning, whether or not such properties have been formally designated MRZ-2 by the Department of Conservation.

· Maps and exhibits used for permitting and entitlements on, or abutting these areas shall depict the boundaries of any MZ overlay zoning.
	?
	Will be addressed in Development Code Update. 

	G-7-d
	The city shall prohibit land uses and development projects that preclude mineral extraction in potential high-quality mineral resource areas designated MRZ-2 .  A use will be considered incompatible with potential surface mining if it meets any or all of the following criteria:

· it is a land use or involves improvements or activities not designated or provided for in the general plan or current approved entitlements for the site.

· it would create parcels or lots smaller than 20 acres that are not created for the purposes of resolving a state ownership of land or are not created for establishing/augmenting public facilities that are consistent with the general plan.

· it physically or materially obstructs future use of the site for mineral extraction.

· it would create an economic value of land through site improvements such as grading or structures (paid for by public or private investment) that are unrelated to mineral extraction or post-mining reclamation and that would make mineral extraction a financially infeasible use.

· it involves the institution of activities on land that would make mineral extraction a comparatively financially infeasible use.

· any San Joaquin River Parkway facilities developed or approved by the city shall be designed, constructed, and operated in such as way that sand and gravel mining operations are not adversely affected and future mineral extraction will not be precluded in MRZ-2 designated areas.
	?
	Will be addressed in Development Code Update. 

	G-7-e
	Provide appropriate buffering for current and future mineral extraction operations by establishing compatible, nonsensitive land uses adjacent to permitted mining operations and designated MRZ-2 areas, in order to prevent land use conflicts over attractive nuisances, dust, noise, and viewshed impacts.

· The city shall identify permitted surface mining operations in, and adjacent to, its planning area and shall maintain a record of their locations, and the locations of approved haul routes serving these surface mining sites.

· Land bordering, and within a 1/8‑mile distance of the following will be considered  “potential mineral extraction impact area:”  all land that qualifies for the abovementioned “MZ” overlay zoning; all permitted surface mining operations adjacent to the city; and all approved haul routes serving permitted mining operations.

· Maps and exhibits used for permitting and entitlements shall depict any potential mineral extraction impact areas.

· In potential mineral extraction impact areas, the city will not approve land uses that are inherently incompatible with mining and related activity due to sensitivity of these land uses to levels of noise and/or dust that may be associated with mineral extraction and on-site processing.

· Project proposals that might create a conflict with permitted surface mining or future mining activities need to provide on-site mitigation of potential conflicts. Sufficient buffering measures (such as setbacks, walls, and landscaping) shall be required when a potentially incompatible land use is proposed adjacent to permitted mining operations and/or designated MRZ-2 land.
	?
	Will be addressed in Development Code Update. 


