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	Objective

	G-14
	Support the San Joaquin River Conservancy in its efforts to develop a river parkway that strikes an appropriate balance between facilitating recreational pursuits; protecting water resources; meeting economic and development needs through sand and gravel production; and long-term preservation, enhancement, and public enjoyment of the river's unique and irreplaceable plant, wildlife, and aquatic resources.
	(
	

	Implementing Policies

	G-14-a
	Encourage natural reserve areas and a wildlife corridor in the riverbottom to protect, enhance, and restore riparian and aquatic habitats, adjacent wetlands, and upland areas integral to the life cycle of river wildlife.
	X
	Too vague and duplicates other policies. 

	G-14-b
	Natural reserves and wildlife corridors need to be acquired and expanded through purchase, easements, mitigation for proposed activities, or other mutually satisfactory transactions.
	?
	Active voice.

	G-14-c
	Natural reserves should be sited where highest-quality habitat exists adjoining the river's wildlife corridor and in such other locations where endangered, threatened, or rare species are established or are being reestablished.
	?
	Active voice.

	G-14-d
	The San Joaquin River's wildlife corridor is to provide continuous land and water areas parallel to the river.

· A minimum width of 200 feet of riparian vegetation should be preserved on both sides of the river.  The corridor should be wider when possible and/or necessary to protect additional areas of native plants and critical habitat (such as wildlife breeding areas).  In areas where 200 feet of riparian vegetation no longer exists along the river bank, a 200-foot or wider band of native plants is recommended to be reestablished, to the maximum extent feasible from topologic and hydrologic standpoints.  Consider exceptions where the minimum-width corridor is infeasible due to topography, hydrology, or other constraints. In those instances, an offsetting expansion is recommended on the opposite side of the river.  Where steep bluffs drop directly into or close to the river, incorporate the bluff face into the wildlife corridor.
	?
	Check for consistency with other policies; delete if duplicates. 

	G-14-e
	Routine monitoring shall be done to determine the status of conditions and mitigation measures required for projects within, and in the vicinity of, the river corridor.

· A memorandum of understanding or other agreement should be implemented so that the San Joaquin River Conservancy can perform, or participate in, this monitoring program in order to furnish additional expertise, provide for cost efficiency, and to ensure consistency throughout the river corridor.

· Based on information obtained from monitoring, modifications in special permits, reclamation plans, and other documents, operating parameters for uses may be necessary to insure human health and safety and the well-being of riparian plants and wildlife.
	(
	

	G-14-f
	As specified in the San Joaquin River Parkway Master Plan and EIR (1997), natural reserve areas and the wildlife corridor areas would be protected whenever more intensive human uses exist or are proposed on adjacent lands. Buffer zones would allow multiple uses on parts of the parkway while still protecting wildlife and native plants.

· Any studies done to determine appropriate buffer widths, along with the conclusions and recommendations drawn from the studies, shall be performed by, or be reviewed and approved by, state and federal wildlife agencies before variances from standard buffer zone widths can be granted.

· The vegetation and permitted uses of the buffer zones need to be tailored to the adjacent habitat it is designed to protect.  Natural riparian buffer zones should be maintained, rehabilitated, or reestablished with appropriate native plants (seed material and cuttings locally derived).

· Open space uses such as pasture, low-intensity agricultural activities, and the "rough" or marginal areas of golf courses, may be incorporated into buffer zones when they constitute an improvement in habitat over a previous use or degraded area.  However, the potential impacts of construction, cultural, and operational practices (such as grading, number of livestock per acre, lighting, and use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers) need to be thoroughly evaluated and addressed before these uses can be used for buffering.
	?
	Check for consistency with other policies; delete if duplicates. 


