	Objective/Policy
	Status ((: Keep

? : Review

X : Delete
	Comments

	Objective - Air Quality

	G-1 
	In cooperation with other jurisdictions and agencies in the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin, take necessary actions to achieve and maintain compliance with state and federal air quality standards.
	(
	Ensure compliance with AB 170 (2003), an update to Government Code Section 65302.1 for San Joaquin County

	Implementing Policies

	G-1-a
	Support and encourage regional, state and federal programs and actions for the improvement of air quality.
	(
	

	G-1-b
	As affirmed by Resolution of the City Council on April 9, 2002, implement the list of Reasonably Available Control Measures (RACM) submitted by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) to the Environmental Protection Agency as part of the Ozone Attainment Plan designed to reduce ozone forming emissions from operations and/or services the city controls.
	(
	Update, as necessary, consistent with new policies

	G-1-c
	Preserve reasonable compatibility between Federal/State Air Quality Attainment and Maintenance Plans and the Fresno General Plan and its resulting urban development.

· Develop and incorporate air quality maintenance considerations in the preparation and review of land use plans and development proposals.

· Maintain internal consistency within the general plan between policies and programs for air quality resource conservation and the policies and programs of other general plan elements.

· Utilize appropriate computer models (software recommended by San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District or other air quality agencies) to evaluate air quality impacts of projects that require environmental review by the City of Fresno.

· Information regarding land use plans, development projects, and amendments to development regulations will continue to be routed to the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District for that agency's review and comment on potential air quality impacts.
	(
	

	G-1-d
	Continue to implement broad scale general plan strategies to decrease the generation of air pollution through the reduction of vehicle miles traveled, excessive vehicle traffic congestion and excessive engine idling by implementation of public transportation and other alternatives to private automobile travel.
	(
	

	G-1-e
	Maintain the following general plan land use policies and supportive city regulations:

· multi-use activity center and high-intensity transportation corridor concepts that locate the most intensive commercial and employment activities so that they are proximal to higher density residential areas or are readily accessible from main transportation routes.

· contiguous urban expansion through implementation of the city's Urban Growth Management program and by agreements with the county that control or preclude urban development outside incorporated boundaries.

· infill and appropriately intensified development within the center city and other appropriate locations near transportation routes to reduce peripheral urban development.  This is encouraged through plans and policies that endorse more intensive land uses and use of incentives such as those available in redevelopment areas and the Fresno Enterprise Zone, Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for public improvements, and development fee or public improvement cost reductions funded by appropriate council approved programs and mechanisms.

· mixed land use development guidelines that provide more pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods by siting commercial, light industrial, institutional (school, church) and office uses within residential areas. The city's Local Planning and Procedures Ordinance allows for special permits and master-planned developments which integrate compatible mixed uses, however, a comprehensive revision of the Zoning Ordinance is appropriate to facilitate more innovative development concepts.

· density transfer provides for the reallocation of dwelling units within specified areas where transportation and other infrastructure can support increased densities.

· subdivision and other residential development designs which facilitate pedestrian access to bus stops and other transportation routes.

· maintain and improve transit-related requirements for development, including on-site bus parking and loading lanes with passenger and driver facilities at major shopping centers and other high-traffic locations.

· expand programs to reduce traffic congestion and improve traffic flow.  Particular effort should be placed on further improvement of traffic signalization to reduce stop-and-go traffic, which causes excess vehicle emissions from excessive idling.  This program requires various strategies and equipment, including optimized signal timing, interconnected signals, traffic-actuated signals, computer based controls, channelized intersections, and additional turn lanes.

· complete the city's network of alternative bicycle and pedestrian transportation routes:  the Master Trail system's pedestrian and bikeway components, bicycle lanes on streets, and ancillary safety and convenience facilities to encourage use of these alternative modes of transport.

· provide for additional landscaping  which helps  maintain and improve air quality, by continuing to increase the extent of landscaped areas in the city using street trees, parking lot shading, median islands, and landscape buffers.
	X
	Substitute a “side-bar” showing what other General Plan policies relate, but do not duplicate.  Potential confusion with suggestions that density transfers or TDRs, for example, will be used, when they may not 

	G-1-f
	Maintain the city's construction standards that require cleaner burning wood heaters.
	(
	

	G-1-g
	Support and encourage employer implementation of staggered work hours and employee incentives to use carpools, public transit and other measures to reduce vehicular use and traffic congestion.
	(
	

	G-1-h
	Support efforts to enforce vehicle registration requirements and compliance with vehicle emission standards.
	X
	Declarative of law. 

	G-1-i
	Encourage development proponents to offset or mitigate project air pollution emissions by buying and removing older, higher-polluting vehicles from service.
	X
	Defer to SJVAPCD; no reason to get involved. 

	G-1-j
	Control and reduce air pollution emissions from city operations and facilities.  The city Department of Administrative Services Fleet and General Services Divisions will undertake the following:

· continue to explore the potential for using alternative fueled vehicles in city fleets.

· preventive maintenance schedules that will ensure efficient engine operation.

· air conditioning recycling and charging stations at vehicle maintenance facilities, to reduce Freon gases being released into the atmosphere. Electrostatic filtering systems in city maintenance shops, when feasible or when required by health regulations.

· satellite corporation yards for decentralized storage and vehicle maintenance, if cost-effective and demonstrated to reduce vehicle miles traveled.

· conversion of city-owned emergency backup generators to natural gas fuels whenever this would be safe, cost-effective, feasible, and dependable.
	(
	Status?

	G-1-k
	Continue efforts to improve Fresno Area Express technical performance, emission levels, and system operations, through such measures as:

· select and maintain bus engines, transmissions, fuels, and air conditioning equipment for efficiency and low air pollution emissions.

· site new transit centers and other multi-modal transportation transfer facilities to maximize utilization of mass transit.

· continue efforts to improve on-time performance, increase frequency of service, extend hours of operation, add express bus service, and align routes to capture as much new ridership as possible.

· initiate a program to allow employers and institutions (e.g., educational facilities) to purchase blocks of bus passes at a reduced rate to facilitate their incentive programs for reducing single-passenger vehicle use.
	?
	Status?  

	G-1-l
	Airport operations shall be reviewed for opportunities to improve and maintain air quality.  Such measures as the following shall be explored:

· mowing or spraying herbicide on weeds in unpaved airfield areas (rather than disking them) to reduce dust.

· limiting the use of Fresno Air Terminal's aircraft burn safety drill pit to training for on-airport safety agencies.

· encouraging aircraft operators to use flight training simulators as a substitute for training flights in actual aircraft, whenever possible.

· increasing the city's role in monitoring airport tenant compliance with regulations for vapor recovery systems and other fueling/defueling operations.

· establishing a procedure to open additional exit booths when the number of vehicles waiting to exit airport parking lots exceeds a specified amount of stacking.
	(
	Active voice. 

	G-1-m
	The Public Works Department shall continue to play a pivotal role in air quality improvement through such measures as:

· continued implementation of bikeway, bikepath, and pedestrian trail plans.

· continued pursuit of grade separations where railroads intersect with city streets.

· continued pursuit of adequate funding for computer-controlled, synchronized traffic signal systems.

· reduction and prevention of entrained dust by routine wet street sweeping, hardscaping of curb/gutter and road shoulder areas, and elimination of unpaved parking lots.
	X
	Not needed

	G-1-n
	The Department of Public Utilities shall continue to pursue opportunities to reduce air pollution by using methane gas from the old city landfill, and continuing to use methane from the city's wastewater treatment process, to fuel cogeneration.
	(
	Active voice.  Still current?

	G-1-o
	Whenever feasible, the Police Department shall reduce air pollution through such measures as:

· placement and use of police dressing stations within or near field personnel work areas.

· use of existing community facilities as walk-in crime prevention centers.

· expansion of public services at dressing stations and/or community walk-in facilities--for example, making it possible to file police reports or obtain copies of police reports at these satellite sites.

· handling certain types of calls for police service and records requests by telephone.

· police vehicle fleet management program to increase efficiency in the use of vehicles.

· bicycling and walking police beats in some areas.
	?
	May be too detailed and conflict with operational needs. 

	G-1-p
	Evaluate and pursue long-range transportation measures that are determined to be effective in reducing air pollution, including the following:

· development of express bus corridors on principal transit routes and  light rail service in railroad rights‑of‑way that are proposed for abandonment in the city.

· determine feasibility and pursue implementation of a mass-transit corridor utilizing a fixed or automatic guideway system or other suitable state-of-the-art people-mover technology to support the planned high residential densities and intensive uses in the city's Mid-Rise/High- Rise Corridor along Freeway 41, extending from Freeway 99 northerly to Audubon Drive.

· addition of high occupancy vehicle (HOV) travel lanes on freeways serving the Fresno-Clovis-Madera urban area.

· identify and pursue measures that enhance the city's ability to obtain or use land for on-site bus turning and parking areas and construct attendant employee and passenger facilities.
	(
	

	G-1-q
	Examine potential sources of revenue to pay for air quality improvement measures.  With a nexus study to demonstrate the need for and benefit of this type of program, revenue collected to combat air pollution could be used for the following prioritized air quality-oriented programs:

· computerization/synchronization of the city's traffic signals.

· mass transit improvements and operating subsidy.

· development of alternative modes of transportation such as bike lanes/paths and trails.

· remedial improvement of existing congested intersections and underdeveloped planned city streets.

· the planting of more trees and other landscaping in the city.
	X
	Not needed as a separate policy. 


