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	Objective - Master Parks Plan

	F-1
	This general plan constitutes an update of the Master Parks Plan and will be used as a programmatic framework by the City of Fresno in order to ensure sufficient park facilities and to maintain a variety of meaningful and balanced recreational programs for residents for the upcoming 20-plus year planning horizon.  This Master Parks Plan incorporates objectives, policies, open space land use designations, and trail alignments adopted in the land use and transportation topics of this general plan and in community and specific plans, ordinances, and resolutions of the City of Fresno.
	(
	Active voice

	Implementing Policies

	F-1-a
	The Master Parks Plan (and any subsequent implementation plan for parks and recreation) should have the following characteristics:

·
it should meet the needs of the people of Fresno and make recreation more accessible to the public.

·
it will be consistent with, and integrated into, regional, community, and specific plans.

·
it should be simple to apply and attainable in the planning period with existing or projected funds.

·
it should ensure that the city’s parks and recreation is coordinated with other recreational opportunities, other recreation providers, and other public services (such as education and transportation).

·
it should be amenable to revision as circumstances change.
	(
	Update as warranted. Stronger to focus on what a new Plan needs to have that the current plan does not. 

	F-1-b
	Ensure that park and recreation planning is a continuous process, with a full review and evaluation of this master plan at least every ten years in order to consider changing priorities and conditions applicable to park acquisition, development, and operation.
	(
	

	F-1-c
	There will continue to be meaningful opportunities for citizen participation in the planning and development of park facilities and in creation of social, cultural, and recreational activities in the community.
	(
	Active voice

	F-1-d
	Provide for the continuing development of a public system to meet the community’s needs for both active and passive recreation with an adequate supply of recreational space, an appropriate mix of park types, and an equitable distribution of these facilities.
	X
	Too vague; need to tie to standards.

	F-1-e
	Public park types are classified as follows and are to be developed according to the standards specified:

Mini-Parks ("Pocket Parks").  Small parks, generally less than two acres, located near higher-density development.  These parks fill a void when larger parks are not feasible and when adequate open space and recreational opportunities within nearby residential development projects are not provided.  As a general rule, these small parks are best suited to providing landscaped, shaded areas for nonprogrammed passive enjoyment.  However, flexibility should be allowed in planning mini-park facilities, to meet specialized and changing needs of neighborhoods (for instance, predominantly senior citizen neighborhoods may desire meeting places or gardening areas; other neighborhoods may need tot lots, or surfaced courts for teenagers to play ball).  While mini-parks may serve smaller neighborhoods, their size makes them inefficient and more costly to maintain (per person served).  While they provide some open space in urban areas, mini‑parks cannot replace the larger neighborhood parks in providing a wide range of recreation activities.

Neighborhood Parks.  Semi-active parks of five to ten acres, designed to serve residents living within a one mile radius of the site, or to serve between 10,000 and 15,000 residents.  In addition to irrigated landscaping, typical improvements for neighborhood parks include softball/soccer fields, lighted tennis courts, lighted multi-purpose courts, tot lots, picnic areas, restrooms, equipment checkout rooms, and parking lots.  Whenever possible, neighborhood parks are to be located adjacent to elementary schools, to facilitate cooperative arrangements.  When sited next to schools, a minimum size of five acres is indicated for neighborhood parks.  When not adjacent to school sites, neighborhood parks are developed as a "stand alone" park:  a minimum site size of 7.5 acres is indicated, and "stand alone" parks should also include a multi‑purpose room approximately 2,000 square feet in size.

Community Parks.  These parks are ideally twenty acres in size.  They are intended to serve residents living within a two  to four mile radius, or to serve a population of between 50,000 and 80,000 residents.  Community parks may have lighted sport fields and specialized equipment not found in neighborhood parks.  The community park is the nucleus of the park system, where members of the community can congregate for area-wide functions or programs.  At the heart of the park is the community center building of 25,000 to 30,000 square feet, which may provide at least the following facilities and services:

·
gymnasium (with showers and lockers).

·
multi-purpose room.

·
meeting rooms.

·
senior activity center.

·
administrative offices.

·
snack bar and kitchen facilities.

Regional Parks.  These parks are generally 100 or more acres in extent.  They are developed to serve residents living within each quadrant of the city.  This type of park serves a population of approximately 100,000 residents with active and passive recreational opportunities.  In addition to facilities for various outdoor sports, regional park improvements may include picnic shelters, hiking trails, lakes, streams, public gardens, and other amenities not normally located in an urban setting.  These parks are the only city recreational sites large enough to set aside wildlife habitat and offer nonprogrammed, nature-oriented recreational opportunities.

The San Joaquin River Parkway.  This area is being developed into a "super-regional" park, serving not only the City, but residents of Fresno and Madera counties.  Its unique recreational opportunities and ecological features  also draw visitors from throughout the state.  The parkway plan, discussed in detail in the Open Space/Recreation Element, encompasses developed recreational sites, interpretive and educational sites, and natural habitat areas.  Intercalated with the public portions of the parkway is private land used for recreation, agriculture, surface mining (and processing of extracted minerals), and other approved existing uses.

School Grounds/Playfields.  School sites comprise a large inventory of recreational open space areas which can provide recreational space for organized activities such as soccer, youth baseball, tennis, and other exercise, and gym uses.  The playfield program operates through joint use agreements between the city and school districts which own the sites.  The program currently offers programmed and non‑programmed activities, primarily serving elementary school‑aged children living within a one-half mile radius of the school.

Ponding Basins.  Whenever feasible, Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (FMFCD) provides opportunities for recreational open space through public use of storm drainage/groundwater recharge basins (see Table 7).  Some basins are developed as park sites with play equipment; others have play fields, and still others are maintained as open turfed areas.
	(
	Update and simplify as warranted.

	F-1-f
	The City of Fresno will continue to pursue implementation of an open space standard of 3.0 acres of public park land for every 1,000 persons residing in the city's planning area and will ensure the development of sufficient park land in areas designated for higher density.  This park acreage standard includes the following components:


Neighborhood Parks
0.75 acres/1,000 


Community Parks

0.25 acres/1,000


Regional Parks          
2.00 acres/1,000

TOTAL


3.00 acres/1,000
	(
	Update as warranted with a higher target, if feasible. Five acres/1,000?

	F-1-g
	The City will achieve its park space acreage standards by using the following matrix for allocating park space when land use plans are formulated:  

PARK TYPE

SIZE RANGE

(ACREAGE)

POPULATION

SERVED

SERVICE AREA

RADIUS

Schoolground/playfield

1 -   2.5

3,000 -   5,000

¼ to ½  mile

Neighborhood

5 - 10

10,000 - 15,000

½ to 1 mile

Community

15 - 20

50,000 - 80,000

2 to 4 miles

Regional

100 +

100,000

30 minute drive


	(
	Update as warranted and correlate with preceding policy.

	F-1-h
	When land use plans are formulated and analyzed, recreational open space acreage will be inventoried separately from open space devoted to agricultural and aesthetic (e.g., landscape buffering) purposes.
	X
	Will be addressed in Development Code Update. 

	F-1-i
	Park sites shown on the land use map of this General Plan Update/Master Parks Plan shall serve as an overlay for community and specific plan land use maps.  Additional parks and open space may be depicted as needed and appropriate in community and specific plans (e.g., in a specific plan or redevelopment plan), and in the San Joaquin River Parkway area.  Additional park sites will be determined during preparation of required community plan and/or specific plan documents for the North Growth Area and Southeast Growth Area as depicted on the 2025 General Plan Update.
	X
	Need to rethink relationship between General Plan and area and community plans and address in one place.

	F-1-j
	Locations for future park sites as shown on Exhibit 4 are schematic to the extent that park sites may be relocated as necessity and opportunity dictate; a park may be located on any suitable land in the general vicinity of the sites depicted.  However, the plan designation and zoning of potential park sites must be made consistent with adopted land use plans by means of plan amendment and/or rezoning application.  For those park sites not yet acquired by the city, the underlying land uses shown on Table 4 shall be applied.
	(
	Check Exhibit #.


