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	Objective

	D-1 
	The city, in collaboration with public- and private-sector entities in the community, will develop and maintain a comprehensive economic development strategy for achieving the objectives as set forth in the Economic Development Element of the Fresno General Plan and will update this strategy on an annual basis.
	(
	

	Implementing Policies

	D-1-a
	Fully implement the policies and strategies of the Fresno Empowerment Zone as awarded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in January, 2002, pursuant to the Strategic Plan and Application for Empowerment Zone (Round III) dated September 28, 2001.

·
Promote the federal tax benefits plan for businesses (TIUP-Tax Incentive Utilization Plan) enabled by the Empowerment Zone designation.

·
Monitor and continually pursue the goals of the Fresno Renaissance Zone (FREZ-the identified areas of the urban core designated as an Empowerment Zone) as affirmed by resolution of the city council on September 4, 2001.

·
Emphasize business development and/or expansion in the identified “Developable Sites” of the Fresno Renaissance Zone.
	?
	Confirm, still relevant?

	D-1-b
	Create conditions conducive to attract, retain, and expand businesses.

·
Provide the support necessary to assist established Fresno businesses in expanding.

·
Encourage aggressive recruitment efforts to identify and attract those businesses to the city which are complementary to established businesses.

·
Create conditions that will allow Fresno firms to adapt to new market conditions and remain in business.
	(
	

	D-1-c
	Encourage the development of basic education and employment training programs reflecting the requirements of new, existing, and expanding Fresno businesses.
	(
	

	D-1-d
	Provide information to assist existing, expanding, and prospective businesses in gaining access to organizations that offer financing programs.
	(
	

	D-1-e
	Encourage available and appropriate public- and private-sector research and technologies that will help maintain the competitive position in the Fresno area.
	?
	Word choice: “Distribute” instead of “encourage”?

	D-1-f
	Encourage a business climate which fosters a level playing field in relation to their competitors in other comparable locations with respect to the cost of land, taxes, regulations, improvements, and fees.
	(
	Refine to eliminate use of “encourage”.

	D-1-g
	Develop, maintain, and support transportation, communications, public service, energy, water, and waste disposal systems that meet the needs of businesses.

·
Work with business representatives to identify their priority infrastructure needs.

·
Encourage available and appropriate public- and private-sector investments in capital improvements that are related to meeting these needs.
	(
	

	D-1-h
	Maintain and enhance the availability and location of recreation, open space, entertainment, safety, affordable housing, public transportation, and other amenities required to attract, retain, and expand a vital Fresno business sector.
	(
	Too broad; overlaps with other policies and seems obvious. 


