


















































































DATE

FRESNO 
HIGH 
TEMP

FRESNO 
AVG. HIGH

FRESNO 
MONTHLY 

AVG.
SAN DIEGO 
HIGH TEMP

SAN DIEGO 
AVG. HIGH

SAN DIEGO 
MONTHLY 

AVG.

SAN 
FRANCISCO 
HIGH TEMP

SAN 
FRANCISCO 
AVG. HIGH

SAN 
FRANCISCO 

MONTHLY AVG
7/1 98 83 61
7/2 101 79 61
7/3 101 80 60
7/4 99 79 61
7/5 96 78 62
7/6 93 77 63
7/7 96 79 73
7/8 103 81 73
7/9 107 79 67

7/10 107 76 61
7/11 101 79 62
7/12 95 82 66
7/13 99 83 71
7/14 103 82 64
7/15 104 86 64
7/16 107 80 70
7/17 109 78 80
7/18 105 79 77
7/19 107 79 78
7/20 109 80 73
7/21 109 82 75
7/22 112 99 87
7/23 113 83 83
7/24 113 85 77
7/25 113 76 75
7/26 112 84 65
7/27 106 86 64
7/28 99 83 64
7/29 97 80 64
7/30 94 80 68
7/31 96 79 64

103.4 87.8 81.2 76.3 68.8 61.7

JULY 2006 MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES
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The Exit markings on the door above are examples of both daytime and “blackout” conditions. 

 
The exit markings for the landings include stair, hand rail, and directional pathway markings for 
emergency egress. 
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RESOLUTION NO.____________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO, 
CALIFORNIA ADOPTING FINDINGS RELATING TO LOCAL 
CLIMACTIC, GEOLOGICAL AND TOPOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS 
THAT SUPPORT AMENDING THE UNIFORM FIRE CODE AND 
UNIFORM BUILDING CODE TO REQUIRE THE INSTALLATION OF 
PHOTOLUMINESCENT EXIT PATH MARKING FOR BUILDINGS 
WITH THREE OR MORE STORIES. 

 
 

WHEREAS, the State of California has adopted the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Building 

Code, with amendments, which is entitled the 2001 California Building Code, effective November 1, 

2002; and 

WHEREAS, the State of California has adopted the 2000 edition of the Uniform Fire Code, 

with amendments, which is entitled the 2001 California Fire Code, effective November 1, 2002; and, 

WHEREAS, neither the 2001 California Building Code nor the 2001 California Fire Code 

require the installation of photoluminescent exit path markings in buildings with three  or more 

stories; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Health & Safety Code, sections 17958.5, 17958.7 and 

18941.5,  a city may amend the California Fire Code and California Building Code to include 

additional regulations if the city adopts findings concerning local climactic, geological or 

topographical conditions that support the additional regulations; and, 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Fresno believes that the Express Findings attached to 

this Resolution support amendments to the California Fire Code and California Building Code to 

require the installation of photoluminescent exit path marking for buildings three  stores or more as set 

forth in Ordinance Bill No. B-13 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Fresno as follows: 

 1. The Council of the City of Fresno hereby adopts the findings attached as Exhibit 

"A" to support the amendments to the California Fire Code and the California Building Code to 

require the installation of photoluminescent exit path marking for buildings three  stores or more as set 

forth in Ordinance Bill No. B-13 

/ / / 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 
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**************************** 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss. 
CITY OF FRESNO   ) 
 

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing 
resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, at a regular meeting held on the           
day of                          , 2007. 
 

AYES  : 
NOES  : 
ABSENT : 
ABSTAIN  :    

 
 
Mayor Approval :     , 2007 

 
Mayor Approval/No Return:    , 2007 

 
Mayor Veto:      , 2007 

 
Council Override      , 2007 

 
REBECCA E. KLISCH 
City Clerk 

 
 

BY:    
        Deputy 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
CITY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
 
 
BY:           

JOHN W. FOX 
Deputy City Attorney 

 
Attachment: 

• Attachment "A" - Findings 
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EXHIBIT A 

EXHIBIT "A" 
 

FINDINGS RELATING TO LOCAL CLIMACTIC, GEOLOGICAL 
AND TOPOGRAPHICAL CONDITIONS THAT SUPPORT 
AMENDING THE UNIFORM FIRE CODE AND UNIFORM 
BUILDING CODE TO REQUIRE THE INSTALLATION OF 
PHOTOLUMINESCENT EXIT PATH MARKING FOR BUILDINGS 
WITH THREE OR MORE STORIES. 
 

 1. Local climatic, topographical or geological conditions make the amendments to the 
Uniform Building Code and Uniform Fire Code, as set forth in Ordinance Bill No. B-13 reasonably 
necessary.  As documented in the 2025 Fresno General Plan1 and the Master Environmental Impact 
Report No. 101302 for the General Plan, during the summer months the City of Fresno experiences 
periods of what can only be described as extreme heat.   For example, attached as Exhibit "1" and 
incorporated by reference is a chart setting forth the high temperatures in Fresno, San Francisco and 
San Diego for each day from July 1, 2006 through July 31, 2006 as reported by the National Weather 
Service.  During this approximately 31 day period, the average high temperature in Fresno was 103.4 
degrees, the average high temperature in San Diego was 81.2 degrees and the average high 
temperature in San Francisco was 68.8 degrees.  Furthermore, during this 31 day period, the average 
temperature in Fresno was 87.8 degrees, the average temperature in San Diego was 76.3 degrees and 
the average temperature San Francisco was 61.7 degrees.  Finally, during this 31 day period Fresno 
experienced 20 days where the maximum temperature exceeded 100 degrees, while neither San Diego 
nor San Francisco experienced such temperatures at any time during the 31 day period.  Though 
Health & Safety Code § 17958.7 does not require the local conditions to be unique to a particular 
jurisdiction, the temperature chart demonstrates that the temperatures experienced in Fresno are 
extreme as compared to temperatures experienced in other parts of California. 
 
 2. The Heat Stress Index published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in its 
publication entitled Emergency Incident Rehabilitation sets forth the stress placed on the human body 
when exposed to various temperatures and humilities.  This Heat Stress Index is attached as Exhibit 
"2" and incorporated by reference.  A note under the Heat Stress Chart states that 10 degrees should be 
added to the temperature when protective clothing is worn and an additional 10 degrees should be 
added when the person is standing in direct sunlight.  According to this chart, a person exposed to 
temperatures between 90 and 105 degrees is subject to heat cramps and heat exhaustion if exposure to 

                                                 
1 The 2025 Fresno General Plan at p. 166 states, “Fire Hazards.  Fresno’s high summer temperatures, intense 
sunlight, and low rainfall potentiate fires by drying and pre-heating combustible material and by fostering 
spontaneous combustion of flammable material.  Fresno’s estimated maximum wind speed (used to design 
structures) is 70 mph, which could fan blazes to a high intensity.” 
 

2 Master Environmental Impact Report No. 10130 at p.  states, " The climate of the FMA [Fresno 
Metropolitan Area] is characterized by hot, dry summers … Temperatures in the FMA range from a mean 
monthly maximum of 97.9 [degrees] F in July to a mean monthly minimum of 36.3 [degrees] F in 
December.. 
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EXHIBIT A 

these temperatures is prolonged and there is physical activity.   A person exposed to temperatures of 
105 to 130 degrees is likely to experience heat cramps and heat exhaustion.  Furthermore, heat stroke 
is possible if exposure is prolonged and there is physical activity.   A person exposed to temperatures 
above 130 degrees or greater faces a high risk of suffering from heat stroke.   
 
 3. Because of the extreme heat Fresno experiences during the summer months, Fresno 
Fire Fighters responding to fires and other incidents requiring the evacuation of a building, are 
regularly exposed to temperatures in excess of 105 degrees, when accounting for their protective gear, 
exposing them to the probability of heat cramps, heat exhaustion and possibly heat stroke.    
 
 4. Reports and studies related to building evacuation have concluded that the use of 
photoluminescent floor path indicators are effective in guiding occupants out of a building, with or 
without the use of electrical power.3  This is because photoluminescent markings are not dependent 
upon electricity for illumination and they are placed at floor level as this is where the most visibility is 
in the event of smoke.4  Traditional electrical exit lighting is located higher (above doorways) which is 
obscured when smoke fills a room or hallway.   
 
 5. By making it easier for individuals to evacuate buildings unassisted, fewer fire fighters 
will have to enter buildings to assist with evacuation.  Accordingly, fewer fighters will be exposed to 
health risks associated with exposure to sustained high temperatures.  As such, this ordinance 
mandating installation of photoluminescent markings in certain occupancies three stories or more is 
reasonably necessary to protect the health and safety of fire fighters and other emergency personnel in 
light of Fresno's extremely high temperatures during the summer months. 
 
Attachments: 

• Exhibit "1" - Maximum Temperatures Chart 
• Exhibit "2" - Heat Stress Index 
•  
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3 Amy, James D.; The Path at Your Feet – The Shift in Emergency Lighting; International Fire Protection 
Magazine. 
 
4 Amy, James D.; The Path at Your Feet – The Shift in Emergency Lighting; International Fire Protection 
Magazine. 
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7/1 98 83 61
7/2 101 79 61
7/3 101 80 60
7/4 99 79 61
7/5 96 78 62
7/6 93 77 63
7/7 96 79 73
7/8 103 81 73
7/9 107 79 67

7/10 107 76 61
7/11 101 79 62
7/12 95 82 66
7/13 99 83 71
7/14 103 82 64
7/15 104 86 64
7/16 107 80 70
7/17 109 78 80
7/18 105 79 77
7/19 107 79 78
7/20 109 80 73
7/21 109 82 75
7/22 112 99 87
7/23 113 83 83
7/24 113 85 77
7/25 113 76 75
7/26 112 84 65
7/27 106 86 64
7/28 99 83 64
7/29 97 80 64
7/30 94 80 68
7/31 96 79 64

103.4 87.8 81.2 76.3 68.8 61.7

JULY 2006 MAXIMUM TEMPERATURES
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