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SUBJECT: APPROVE THE ACQUISITION OF A STREET EASEMENT AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF NORTH PLEASANT AND WEST GARLAND AVENUES TO PERMIT
THE WIDENING OF NORTH PLEASANT UNDER THE NO NEIGHBORHOOD LEFT
BEHIND PROGRAM (NNLB) (PROPERTY LOCATED IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 1)

KEY RESULT AREA
One Fresno
RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the City Council approve the acquisition of a 4,846 square foot easement
from a vacant parcel at the southwest corner of North Pleasant and West Garland Avenues from
Donna Rodriguez, Trustee of the Horace I. White 1995 Trust, for the appraised value of $19,380.
This project is part of the No Neighborhood Left Behind (NNLB) program.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

North Pleasant Avenue, approximately two blocks south of West Dakota at West Garland, has
only a 30 foot right-of-way for a distance of approximately 161 feet. The standard minimum
street right-of-way in the City of Fresno is 60 feet. The vacant parcel at the southwest corner of
North Pleasant and West Garland Avenues contains 4.15 acres, and its intrusion into the
Pleasant right-of-way creates a non-standard narrowing of the street that affects both north and
southbound traffic. A 30 foot wide easement on the easterly end of this property has been
appraised at $19,380, and the owner, Donna Rodriguez, Trustee of the Horace L. White 1995
Trust, has agreed to sell it to the City at this price. The easement is illustrated on the attached
Exhibit A.

KEY OBJECTIVE BALANCE

Customer Satisfaction is achieved through eliminating a bottleneck street condition in this
neighborhood southeast of Dakota and Marks. Employee Satisfaction is derived from concluding
successful negotiations with the property owner, and the goal of Financial Management is
achieved through acquiring the subject easement at the appraised fair-market value.
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BACKGROUND

In 2004 the Council approved the No Neighborhood Left'Behind (NNLB) program to address
infrastructure deficiencies in older neighborhoods. As these deficiencies are identified, plans are
developed to make improvements through NNLB construction projects.

The acquisition of a 30 foot wide street easement on the vacant property at the southwest corner
of Pleasant and Garland will permit the NNLB program to widen Pleasant from a half-street width
to a normal 60 foot wide local street and eliminate a serious bottleneck.

The Trustee of the Horace L. White 1995 Trust has signed the necessary documents to convey
the easement to the City. The City Attorney’s Office has reviewed these documents, and
approved them as to form. A Finding of Conformity with the City’s Master Environmental Impact
Report (MEIR) No. 10130 has been made (EA-PW-2007-Pleasant Dedication), noting that the
proposed project is consistent with the 2025 Fresno General Plan and the Fresno High
Community Plan.

FISCAL IMPACT

This project is funded by the No Neighborhood Left Behind program. Funding for the purchase
of the subject easement is available in Public Works NNLB Project PW00290.
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Attachment: Exhibit “A”
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