
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

December 9. 2010

1.  Call to Order


Members:  Lori Cherry, Philip Decker, Nancy Ellis, Steven Lewis,



Nicholas Don Paladino


Staff:  Bryan Jones


Visitors:  Justin Reimer

2.  Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the November 9, 2010, meeting were approved as presented.

3.  Discussion of Future Focus Areas for the Committee

Now that the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan has been adopted by the City Council, the BPAC should consider how best to proceed in implementing the Plan.  The Plan contains many objectives and recommendations.  The committee should focus on specific areas in the near term.  A brain storming session ensued in which numerous suggestions were put forth for consideration.


The need for end of trip facilities was highlighted.  This includes both bicycle parking and changing rooms/showers in large office buildings.  The current bicycle parking requirements in the Fresno Municipal Code are woefully inadequate.  Bryan Jones volunteered to start in January, 2011, to develop a bicycle parking flyer for developers and businesses and to draft a revision to the Code’s bicycle parking requirements.  Bryan said he could only encourage developers to install changing rooms/showers in large office buildings.


Bicycle safety education was another area of concern.  Bryan said the Fresno Unified School District would likely hold a safety day in April, probably on a Saturday.  Could the Fresno County Bicycle Coalition participate?  The general public needs to be educated on the safety needs of bicyclists.  Billboards with safety information was mentioned as one way of educating the general public.


More encouragement of bicycling needs to be done.  The committee considered how best to advertise the benefits of bicycling.  Fun rides should be planned to attract new riders to the joy of cycling.  One idea was to have a bike night at Christmas Tree Lane.  All agreed that it was too late to do anything this year.  Several members desired that Fresno be designated a Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists.  This would heighten awareness of bicycling in the community.  However, $10,000 is needed to hire a consultant to prepare the application, as staff resources are not available to do the work in-house.


All agreed that additional bikeways are needed to develop a community-wide network.  Some members desired more amenities on the trails and better maintenance of existing trails.  However funding for maintenance is an issue.  There is no dedicated source of trail maintenance funding as there is for new trail construction.  One participant said there is a need for trails west of Highway 99.

4.  Other Items

The BPAC has an authorized membership of nine--one appointed by each Council Member and two appointed by the mayor.  There are currently two vacancies--Districts 2 and 3.  Moreover, the terms of three members expired on 30 September 2010.  Bryan Jones said it would be best to wait until after the new council members take their seats before soliciting new members for the Committee.  He will advertise for new members on the ibikefresno.org Facebook page.

