
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee

June 24, 2010 Meeting Minutes

1.  Call to Order


- Members:  Lori Cherry, Philip Decker, Nancy Ellis, Stephen Lewis, David 



Lighthall, David M. Moll, Nicholas D. Paladino


- Staff:  Bryan Jones and Mary Gonzalez


- Visitors:  Ed Smith and Bruce Morris

2.  Approval of Minutes


The minutes of the May 27, 2010, meeting were approved as published on the BPAC website.

3.  Release of 2010 Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Trails Master Plan (BMP) Draft


Bryan Jones announced that most portions of the BMP draft have been posted to the BMP website (www.fresno.gov/BMP) for public review and comment.  A schedule for public review and final approval by the Planning Commission and City Council can not be set until all portions of the BMP have been posted to the website.  BPAC members are encouraged to begin their review immediately and forward comments to the staff.

4.  BPAC Support Letters for Two “Safe Routes to School” Projects


Mary Gonzalez, the Public Works grant writer, requested letters of support from the BPAC for two “Safe Routes to School” projects.  The first is a road diet on North Fresno Street from Divisadero Street to McKinley Avenue and would support bicycling to Yokomi and Webster Elementary schools.  Bruce Morris noted that the new bike lanes would also support San Joaquin Memorial High School.  The second project is a traffic signal at the intersection of South Peach and East Church Avenues.  The traffic signal would enhance safe access to Storey Elementary school, which is at the intersection.  All three elementary schools support these projects.  The BPAC voted unanimously to provide letters of support.  Lori Cherry will sign the letters as the BPAC chairwoman.

5.  Bike Happy Foundation


Bryan Jones briefed the committee on the formation of the new non-profit organization, the Bike Happy Foundation.  The foundation will raise funds to continue the ibikefresno.org website and its facebook page.  The foundation will also solicit funds for the bicycle encouragement, education, and enforcement programs recommended in the BMP.  The foundation further plans to have a major bicycle event in May, 2011.  Current members of the foundation are Bryan Jones, Martin Wendels, an accountant from JP Marketing, a marketing person from EYE-Q Vision Center, and Felicia Gomez from Pinnacle Training Systems.

6.  Comments/Reports from Members and Staff


Nick Paladino reported on the status of the city of Clovis update of its Bicycle Transportation Master Plan and of Fresno County’s writing of a bicycle transportation plan.  Both jurisdictions intend to have the new plans approved this fall in time to support applications for state Bicycle Transportation Account grants.


Nancy Ellis noted an apparent lack of coordination among road repairs, gutter repairs, tree trimming, and utility work.  She said there have been several instances when roads have been repaired but shortly afterwards other city divisions or utility companies have performed work in the same area that degraded the road repair.  Bryan Jones replied that all city divisions attempt to coordinate their work schedules.  However, coordination with private utilities such as PG&E, AT&T, and Comcast is often difficult.  Bryan encouraged all bicyclists to report unsafe road conditions to the city’s central call center at 621-city.

