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City Files Suit to Halt Countyods Prisoner |

I n an effort to prevent future inmate releases frc«
office filed suit in Superior Court against Fresno County and Sheriff Margaret Mims on Mon-
day, September 22nd.

The Sheriff recently released 72 inmates, citing ¢
beds have been unoccupied. In her presentation to the Fresno County Supervisors, Sheriff

Mims had reduced staff at the satellite jail specifying funding shortfalls as the reason. She

later halted the releases, but would make no promises about avoiding a similar action in the

near future.

AThe public safety threat presented by ill egal pri
has forced the City to file a |l awsuit, o noted Fr e:c
seeks a court order specifying state judicial process to be followed prior to any budget -related

prisoner releases. And the process would provide the City an opportunity to be heard by the
Court prior to any release. o

The Citydéds | awsuit seeks assurances that no i nmat ¢
notifies all appropriate agencies three days in advance, and that victims of any offenders

would have to be notified of the imminent releases. In addition, the City wants the court to

review the federal mandate dealing with jail overcrowding, and whether it can be used as a

reason when the Ooverecawseddi ngdé i s budget

Governor Brings Budget Veto Rally to Fresno

On September 17 ™ in front of Fresno City Hall, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger kicked off a

statewide rally to support his promised veto of the state budget. Mayor Autry, Council Presi-

dent Blong Xiong, Supervisor Henry Perea and other local officials stood with the Governor as

he denounced a spending plan that would take an e
paychecks and be refunded when tax returns were filed starting in 2009. Governor Schwar-

zenegger also noted that the proposed budget made
day fund.

About 200 people attended

Two days later, the Governor reached a com-
promise with the Legislature that removed the
withholding provision and toughened the re-
guirements to use -daymndst at
thereby ending a nearly three month budget
stalemate.
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Truancy Sweep Lowers Petty Crime

The Fresno Police Department is focusing on truant students in an effort to keep them safe and out
of trouble. Since the school year began, the Fresno Police Department has conducted three truancy
operations. In those operations, officers contacted approximately 50 students, who were all taken
back to their schools and turned over to school officials.

A majority of the students were high school students, but some were in middle school, averaging
between 14 to 19 years of age.

AThe goal of the operation is simple, 06 Chief Jerry Dye
the classroom, where they are away from being victims of crime or committing crime themselves
and we will continue to do these operations to help ke

Sweeps began in southeast Fresno in early September in response to a rise in reported property

crimes. Officers assigned to conduct the truancy operations take the opportunity to counsel stu-

dents, emphasizing the importance of a school environment, the value of a good education, and the

enjoyment of after  -school activities in contributing to socializing and individual sense of well -being.
That social connection provides the interaction shown to avoid bad influences and provide students

the resources to avoid becoming victims or being influenced by inappropriate social behaviors; truly

a win -win for the entire community.

Mayor 6s Career Expo Attracts Thousands

On Thursday, September 18th, an estimated 7,000 individu- = . l ' :

als filled the Fresno Convention & Entertainment Center in
search of employment at the Mayor's Career & Education

Expo. Mayor Autry was on hand to welcome job -seekers
who ranged in age from high school to elders. All took part

in what has collectively become one of the Mayor's most sig-
nificant successes - the Mayor's Jobs Initiative.

MJI, as it is called, has become a one - stop opportunity for
area job seekers to increase their capacity to achieve em-
ployment success through free soft skills training and well
researched placements. Since the program began three

years ago, MJI has held four Expos and one Youth Summer
Job Fair. Through connections made from the Expos and ongoing placement work, more than 3,190
people have found employment. At this year's Expo, 190 people were hired on the spot and MJI
staff will continue tracking successful placements with hopes of reaching 1,000 hires.

The benefits reach the employers too, as many local business, educational institutions and govern-
ment agencies have praised MJI for providing an opportunity to recruit qualified employees and re-
duce turnover, at no cost. MJI had 117 employers represented at this year's event as well as 14
service providers and educational institutions. Job seekers were also able to learn interviewing tech-
niques, learn how to start their own business, and attend workshops to guide them through the

steps they should take to successfully follow -up on their leads from the Expo. To find out more
about MJI, call 621 -7703 or visit www.fresno.gov/miji.
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9/11 Remembrance Attended by Fresno Fire & Police

Seven years removed from the tragic events of September 11, 2001 that turned ordinary men and

women into heroes, our community paused to remember. In a moving pre -dawn ceremony,
Fresno police officers and firefighters participated i
9/11.

The emotional and inspirational tribute saluted those
Americans who risked and lost their lives in defense of our
nation. The remembrance, held at the memorial estab-
lished at the Pelco site after 9/11, was attended by distin-
guished guests from New York, and featured local talent
Jordan Coffman who sang the national anthem. Fire Chief
Randy Bruegman, Police Chief Jerry Dyer, NY Port Author-
ity Police Chief Anthony Whitaker and honor guards from
police and fire departments representing both New York
and the Valley paid their respects to those who pledge to
serve.

Fire Deeartment Gets HazMat Sueeort from Homeland Securitz

On Thursday, September 18th, Fresno Fire Chief Randy Bruegman was honored to welcome Mat-

thew Bettenhausen, director of Californiabdbs Office of
Bruegman and Bettenhausen noted that whether responding to natural disasters or terrorist
threats, the role of the HazMat responders is critical to the security of an ever -growing community.

The funding received by the Fire Department from OHS provides both new and state of the art
training and equipment that allows specially trained personnel to provide effective, fully prepared,
and timely response, whatever the crisis.

Dickey Youth Center Opens

On September 17th, Deputy Mayor Jeff Eben joined with the PARCS Department and the Chicano
Youth Center in celebrating the first community center constructed in the City of Fresno in nearly
30 years. The Dickey Youth Development Center opened its doors to a neighborhood that previ-
ously lacked the types of opportunities the cen-

ter provides such as positive after school activi-

ties, science, jobs and computer technology.

The centerds first floor consists of a beautiful
recreation lounge, a small kitchen, the offices of

the Chicano Youth Center and a dividable con-

ference room. The second floor holds the PARCS

Community Services Division, the Teen Fresno

Production studio and an AT&T Fresno Connect

Computer Lab.

As part of Fresnob6s commitment o being an environment
buil ding built in compliance with the Cityds newly ad:¢
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