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The Center for Transit-Oriented Development

A national nonprofit 

dedicated to providing 

best practices, research 

and tools to support

market-based 

development in walkable 

communities near public 

transportation.



TOD: òTransit-Oriented Developmentó

- Walkability and Vibrancy

- Expanded Mobility, Shopping and 

Housing Choices.

- Regional Connectivity

- Financial Return and Value 

Recapture.

-ñLow costò ridership (i.e. park and ride)

What is it?

Integration of land use andtransportation 
that reduces auto dependency, increases 
transit ridership, and delivers:



Common Characteristics:

ÅCompact Development

Å½ mile walking distance to 
transit stations

ÅMix of uses (sometimes):

Åhousing, jobs, shops, 
restaurants and 
entertainment

TOD: òTransit-Oriented Developmentó



Moving Beyond Development



LA TOD Typology Report

Å Commissioned by LA Metro; funded by a 

Caltrans Grant

Å Project Goals:

ïUnderstand the dynamics of transit and 

TOD as they currently exist in Los 

Angeles.

ïDefine ñTOD Successò in Los Angeles, 

and ways to achieve it.

ïDraw lessons about TOD 

implementation from existing planning 

efforts and additional data analysis. 



Report Highlights

Structured around four key TOD goals:

1. Making Housing and 

Transportation Affordable

2. Reducing Auto Dependence

3. Promoting Equitable Transit 

Access

4. Supporting Economic 

Development



Goal #1: Make Housing and Transportation 

Affordable

Why is this important?

ÅTransportation is the second largest 

household expense after housing

ÅA location efficient household can 

save $5,200/year on transportation 

costs

ÅHouseholds with reduced auto 

dependence enjoy more stable 

transportation costs

2000 Gas Prices2008 Gas Prices



Goal #2: Reduce Auto Dependence

Why is this important?

ÅEnvironment: Critical to achieving SB375 Goals by reducing per 

household CO2 emissions

ÅEquity: Reduces transportation costs, making LA inherently and 

permanently affordable

ÅEconomy: Relieves congestion and improves employer access to the 

regional workforce

ÅHealth: Encourages biking and walking, thereby reducing obesity and 

morbidity rates; reduces auto fatalities 



Goal #2: Reduce Auto Dependence

Key Factors that Support This Goal:

ÅFrequent and accessible transit

ÅBlock size (walkability)

ÅLand use mix (offering shopping and services)

ÅProximity to major job centers

ÅDensity / Intensity

ÅAverage journey to work time

ÅCar ownership per household



Regional Map: Vehicle Ownership in Station Areas



Goal #2: Reduce Auto Dependence

Performance Evaluation:

ÅFrequent and accessible transit

ÅBlock size (walkability)

ÅAverage journey to work time

ÅCar ownership per household



Goal #2: Reduce Auto Dependence

Performance Evaluation:

ÅLand use mix (offering 

shopping and services)

ÅProximity to major job 

centers

ÅDensity / Intensity



Typology Matrix



Typology Matrix: Small Changes, Large Gains



Goal #3: Provide Equitable Access to Transit



Goal #4: Support Economic Development

Why is this important?

Å Provide lasting economic competitiveness for businesses: Transit 

offers employers access to a stable and diverse workforce with:

Å Increased productivity

Å Lower rates of absenteeism

Å Promote workforce development and upward mobility: provide 

access to a broad range of job opportunities

Å Enhance local quality of life:attract new, knowledge-based workers 

to the region by reducing congestion, offering transit alternatives



Goal #4: Support Economic Development

Evaluating Performance:

Å Connecting jobs to transit is key to supporting economic development goals, and 

boosting transit ridership

Å About 14 percent of LAôsjobs are connected to transit



Goal #4: Support Economic Development




