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PROPOSED SCHEDULE:  KEY RFP AND PROJECT MILESTONES 
 
Pre-submittal Meeting and Site Visit October 4, 2006 
Deadline for Submitting RFP Questions October 12, 2006 
RFP Submission Date October 19, 2006 
Evaluation, Interview and Selection Period November 2006 
Contract Negotiation Period December 2006 
Tentative City Council Approval Date January 23, 2007 
Anticipated Design Phase (coordinate with Carter Burgess) Through June 2007 
Anticipated Construction Window (coordinate with RAC schedule) Through June 2008  
 
The City shall have the right to waive or modify any of these deadlines  
prior to the opening of the submitted proposals by duly noticed addendum. 
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NOTICE INVITING PROPOSALS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Sealed proposals will be received at the office of the City of Fresno, Department of 
Airports, 4995 East Clinton Way, Fresno, CA 93727, all in accordance with the 
Specifications for: 
 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING SYSTEM 
 
The City of Fresno, California (“City” or “Airport(s)” or “Airport Department”) is soliciting 
proposals for a proposer designed, constructed, owned and operated solar photovoltaic 
generating system to be located on City property above the new rental car ready/return 
area, which will also serve as shade cover for much of this area, pursuant to a long term 
land lease/use arrangement whereunder City will purchase power generated at a fixed 
price (collectively the “Project”).  The City has applied for California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) Self Generation Incentive Program (SGIP) funding for this Project.  It 
is anticipated that the incentive credits will be applied toward proposer’s installation of the 
electric generation facility. 
 
Upon request the City will mail or email the proposal to interested proposers.   Please 
contact Ronald Duarte at (559) 621-4528 or the proposal is available on the City of Fresno 
web site (www.ci.fresno.ca.us) under the Discover Fresno pull down menu; go to Airports, 
Fresno International, Airport Administration, Request For Proposals. 
 
A pre-proposal meeting and site visit is scheduled for 10:00 AM Wednesday, October 4, 
2006 at City of Fresno Airports Administration Office (4995 East Clinton Way 
Fresno, CA 93727).  The purpose of the pre-proposal meeting will be to discuss any 
questions interested proposers may have regarding the RFP.  Interested proposers are 
strongly encouraged to attend this meeting. Questions and suggestions concerning the 
RFP must be submitted in writing no later than October 12, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.  Written 
questions or inquires should be mailed or faxed to:  
 
Kevin Meikle, Architect 
Airports Planning Manager 
City of Fresno 
Department of Airports 
4995 East Clinton Way 
Fresno, CA 93727 
FAX No. 559-251-4825 
 
In accordance with the American’s with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled and 
who need special accommodations to participate in any proceeding because of that 
disability should contact Ron Duarte at 559-621-4528 or by email at 
ronald.duarte@fresno.gov in City’s Department of  Airports no later than five (5) business 
days prior to the proceeding. 
 
Six (6) copies of the proposal submittals are due on October 19, 2006 not later than 
4:00 PM at which time they will be publicly opened and recorded. 
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Proposals including all written, video, or other information that proposer desires to provide 
to City shall be submitted to: 
 
Kevin Meikle, Architect 
Airports Planning Manager 
City of Fresno 
Department of Airports 
4995 East Clinton Way 
Fresno, CA 93727 
 
The Airports Department hereby notifies all proposers that no person shall be excluded 
from participation in, denied any benefits of, or otherwise discriminated against in 
connection with the award and performance of any contract on the basis of race, religious 
creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical 
condition, marital status, sex, age, sexual orientation or on any other basis prohibited by 
law. 
 
Each proposer shall carefully examine each and every term of this Request for Proposal; 
and each proposer shall judge all the circumstances and conditions affecting his/her 
proposal.  Failure on the part of any proposer to make such examination and to investigate 
thoroughly shall not be grounds for any declaration that the proposer did not understand 
the conditions of this Request for Proposal. 
 
The proposer shall comply with any and all federal, state or local laws, now in effect or 
hereafter promulgated, which apply to the Project herein specified including without 
limitation as to any applicable prevailing or public wage. 
 
This solicitation for proposals does not commit the City of Fresno to enter into an 
agreement to pay any costs incurred in the preparation of responses to the request.  The 
City of Fresno reserves the right to accept or reject any proposals, and to negotiate with 
any qualified source, or to cancel in part or in its entirety this Request for Proposals.  It 
may accept the proposal that it considers to be in the interest of the City of Fresno, with or 
without negotiation. 
 
The City reserves the right to waive any informality or minor irregularity when it is in the 
best interest of the City to do so, to negotiate for the modification of any proposal with 
mutual consent of the proposer, to re-advertise for proposals if desired, and to accept the 
proposal which in the judgment of the City, even though it does not offer the lowest cost, is 
nevertheless deemed to offer the best value for the public and City.  Any proposal which is 
incomplete, conditional, obscure, or which contains irregularities of any kind, may be cause 
for rejection. 
 
The proposals received shall become the property of the City of Fresno and are subject to 
public disclosure.  Those parts of a proposal which are defined by the proposer as 
business or trade secrets as that term is defined in California Evidence Code, Section 
3426.1, and are reasonably marked ATrade Secrets.@  AConfidential@ or AProprietary@ 
and placed in a separate envelope shall only be disclosed to the public if such disclosure is 
required or permitted under the California Public Records Act or otherwise by law.  
Proposers who indiscriminately and without justification identify most or all of their proposal 
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as exempt from disclosure may be deemed non-responsive.  Proposals, excluding 
confidential information, will be available for review after posting of staff recommendation.  
 
Proposals shall be received as set forth in the Advertisement.  Proposals received after the 
scheduled time for opening will be returned to the proposer unopened.  The opening of any 
proposal shall NOT be considered as acceptance of the Proposal as a responsive 
Proposal. 
 
Proposals may be withdrawn at any time prior to the time set in the Advertisement or in 
subsequent Addenda, for opening of proposals.  No proposer shall be permitted to 
withdraw its proposal after the time specified in the Advertisement or subsequent Addenda 
for the opening of proposals, unless selection of successful proposers is delayed by 
inaction of the City for one hundred twenty (120) days after the opening of proposals. 
 
Proposals which contain any alteration, addition, condition, limitation or show irregularity of 
any kind, may be rejected by the City as non-responsive or irregular.  The City reserves 
the right to waive any irregularities, technicalities or informalities in any proposal, and to 
reject any or all proposals.   
 
The City reserves the right to issue supplemental instructions or modifications to this 
Request for Proposals including the Exhibits thereto, which, if issued, will be in the form of 
addenda, and will be hand delivered or sent by certified mail or facsimile to all prospective 
proposers of record as of the date of issuance of such addenda, at the address furnished 
by each prospective proposer. 
 
The City makes a concentrated effort to ensure any addenda issued relating to this 
RFP/these Specifications are distributed to all interested parties.  It shall be the proposer’s 
responsibility to inquire as to whether any addenda to the RFP/these Specifications have 
been issued.  Upon issuance by the City, all addenda are part of the proposal.  Signing the 
proposal on the signature page thereof shall also constitute signature on all addenda. 
 
The undersigned proposer agrees that the City may have one hundred twenty (120) days 
from the date proposals are opened to accept or reject proposals.  It is further understood 
that, if the proposer to whom any award is made fails to enter into Project documents as 
provided in the RFP/these Specifications, award may be made to another proposer, who 
shall be bound to perform as if she/he had received the award in the first instance. 
 
 
Section I: Background Information 
 
The Airport is currently designing a new Consolidated Rental Car (RAC) Facility at Fresno 
Yosemite International Airport (FYI), which will replace all of the existing rental car 
operations.  The opportunity exists to incorporate a solar photovoltaic generating system 
above the new ready/return area, which will also serve as shade cover for much of this 
area.  Construction of the overall RAC project (refer to Exhibit E) is scheduled to begin in 
June 2007 and continue through December 2008 in a phased approach. 
 
The Airport is very much aware of the energy demands of FYI and has been investigating 
alternative energy sources.  The Airport desires to improve energy efficiency and reduce 
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dependence on traditional generation resources.  The Airport established a goal for 
producing up to 1MW of electricity with the use of solar photovoltaic (PV) electric 
generating systems, a renewable resource generation technology, as part of the RAC 
Facility. 
 
The Airport’s interest in pursuing renewable energy generation projects reflects: 
 

1) A commitment to progressive and responsible energy resource investment and 
management; 

2) A more viable renewable energy market because of positive and significant 
legislative and regulatory changes; and 

3) A desire to contribute toward regional efforts to increase renewable energy 
resources. 

 
The Airport is securing renewable generation resource production by pursuing renewable 
electric generation contracts through a competitive process where the proposer will design, 
build, operate, and own the solar photovoltaic electric generating system and provide 
electricity sold to the Airport for an agreed upon unit cost and term.  The proposer shall 
provide details of the cost as provided herein and on the attached pricing sheet (refer to 
Exhibit A). 
 
Another favorable development in the renewable energy market is the establishment of 
financial incentives for the development of renewable energy resources.  The California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) issued a decision creating the Self Generation 
Incentive Program (SGIP) which, for our geographic area, is administrated through Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company (PG&E).  Pursuant to that decision, THE AIRPORT HAS 
APPLIED FOR AND HAS BEEN ACCEPTED INTO THIS PROGRAM.  IT IS 
ANTICIPATED THAT THE INCENTIVE CREDITS WILL BE APPLIED TOWARD THE 
INSTALLATION OF THE ELECTRIC GENERATION FACILITY. 

 
Section II: City of Fresno’s Goals and Objectives 
 
The City intends to achieve the following general goals and objectives by pursuing the 
installation of solar photovoltaic generation systems at FYI, within the new RAC facility: 
 

• To provide a solar photovoltaic system to effectively generate electricity using solar 
photovoltaic system that also provides shading in the ready/return area of the RAC 
project, by utilizing efficient and aesthetically pleasing support structures/canopies. 

• To support the Regional Energy Strategic Plan for developing local renewable electric 
generation resources; 

• To reduce the per unit cost of developing solar photovoltaic systems by making a 
significant and long-term investment; 

• To facilitate the investment in solar photovoltaic systems by industries and businesses 
within the region; 

• To enhance the economic value of City assets by developing the assets in such a way 
to support City goals; 
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• To educate the public about the benefits of renewable energy generation; and; 
• To improve environmental quality in the Fresno and San Joaquin valley region. 
 
 
Section III: Scope of Project 
 
1.0 General 
 
The Airport, is seeking a firm, or a team of firms, to provide a cost effective solar 
photovoltaic electric generating system.  The Airport desires a proposer designed, 
constructed, owned and operated solar photovoltaic generating system to be located on 
City property and to enter into power purchase agreement for a term negotiated between 
the Airport and the solar PV proposer.   
 
The Airport evaluated the RAC site and it appears to have the potential of accommodating 
solar PV system of up to 1MW.  A 1MW system will provide for the maximum allowed 
incentive through the SGIP as administered by PG&E.  By making a large-scale 
investment in solar PV systems, the Airport hopes to drive down unit costs and expedite 
installations. 
 
The scope of services provided shall also include, but not limited to, securing all permits 
and approvals from governing and regulatory agencies, all labor, taxes, services, and 
equipment necessary to produce fully operational solar PV systems at the RAC facility. 
 
THIS IS NOT CONSIDERED A PULBIC WORK PROJECT. 
 
1.1 Design, Engineering and Permitting 
 
The proposer shall design/engineer solar PV systems to maximize the solar energy 
resources at the RAC facility, taking into consideration the facility’s electrical demand and 
load patterns, proposed installation site, available solar resources, applicable zoning 
ordinances, installation cost, and other relevant factors. 
 
The proposer shall provide design documents that provide the following information: 

• System description 
• Equipment details & description 
• Layout of installation 
• Layout of equipment 
• Selection of key equipment 
• Specifications for equipment procurement and installation 
• All engineering associated with structural and mounting details 
• Performance of equipment components, subsystems 
• Integration of solar PV system with other power sources 
• Electrical grid interconnection requirements 
• Controls, monitors and instrumentation 
• Web-based performance monitoring 
• Foundation of PV support system 
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The proposer shall submit design documents to the Airport for review and approval.  The 
plans shall also be submitted in an electronic format using AutoCAD 2006.  Specifications 
shall be submitted in MS Word format. 
 
The proposer shall identify an appropriate location for the solar PV inverter equipment and 
its related components and environmental control systems that will meet the following 
criteria: 

• Ease of maintenance and monitoring 
• Efficient operation 
• Low operating losses 
• Secured location and hardware 
• Compatibility with existing facilities 

 
The proposer shall secure from governing agencies and the utility company all required 
rights, permits, approvals, and interconnection agreements at no additional cost to the 
Airport.  The Airport will become the signatory on applications, permits, and utility 
agreements only where necessary. 
 
The proposer shall complete and submit in a timely manner all documentation required to 
qualify for available rebates and incentives. 
 
Refer to Exhibits B through D for information related to FYI’s electrical usage, the PG&E 
main service location and existing facility one-line diagrams. 
 
1.2 PV Support System 
 
The PV components shall be constructed and integrated as parking lot shade canopies.  
Cables and conduits extending beyond the PV support structure, such as cables to the 
Airport’s Utility Switchgear Area, shall be buried. 
 
The PV support system design must be coordinated with the RAC project design for the 
ready return area.  This may include a variety of canopy configurations (single aisle, 
double aisle, single column, cantilever design, etc) so as to minimize column obstructions 
with vehicular traffic and allow for maximum flexibility of space configurations.  The 
canopies must provide protection from the sun and rain and care must be taken with 
regard to channeling of rain water runoff.  The elevated PV system layout must also 
accommodate Fresno Fire Department access requirements (refer to exhibit F for fire lane 
location).  Fire sprinklers may or may not be required.  Consultation with the Fresno Fire 
Prevention Bureau is recommended (559-621-8164).  Capability of supporting RAC 
signage will also need to be coordinated with Carter Burgess. 
 
The PV support structure shall be sufficiently elevated to allow movement and parking of 
standard vehicles and SUV’s represented as a box 8’ wide x 20’ long with a 9’-0” clear 
height.  The support structure foundation shall be constructed of reinforced concrete and 
engineered so as not to require external support cables. 
 
Refer to Exhibits E through G for layouts of the RAC project.  The PV support 
structure/canopies are shown as conceptual and diagrammatic.  Actual design may vary 
with the proposals. 
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The proposer shall make exploratory excavations at the planned locations for foundation 
analysis and confirm the soil conditions prior to preparing the final foundation submittal.  
 
The proposer shall remove and dispose of foundation excavation spoils. 
 
The proposer shall build the support structure as follows: 
 

a) Build such that the structure complies with the prevailing California Building 
Standards Code and wind uplift requirements per the American Society of Civil 
Engineers Standard for Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other Structures 
(ASCE 7).  The structure must be able to withstand design wind speeds of at least 
85 mph (3-second gusts).  “Withstand” means no-damage and power output can 
continue at wind speeds less than 85 mph.  The minimum no-damage, no power 
interruption design earthquake load and frequency shall be consistent with the 
seismic standards for the Fresno metropolitan area. 

b) Build with materials, coatings, and corrosion protections similar to or better than 
those used throughout the RAC.  Coordination with the RAC architect (Carter-
Burgess, contact Greg Mantz, 510-457-0027) during design and construction 
phases is required. 

c) Build in compliance with Occupational Health and Safety Administration (OSHA) 
and California OSHA directives. 

d) Provide the Airport with submittals of the structural plans and specifications in 
sufficient detail for review.  The Airport will review for: 

• Compatibility with planned uses of the RAC Facility; 
• Safety of Airport employees during and after construction;  
• Certifications on the strength calculations;  
• Potential conflicts with existing equipment (particularly buried equipment);  
• Maintenance;  
• Aesthetics. 

 
1.3 PV Panel, Inverter, and Other Plant Component Specifications 
 
The proposer shall install PV panels, inverters and other components that meet the 
California Energy Commission (CEC) Standards as noted on the CEC’s website. 
 
1.4 Installation 
 
The proposer shall supply all equipment, materials, and labor necessary to install the 
canopy support structures and solar PV systems and integrate them with other power 
sources. 
 
1.5 Electrical Interconnections 
 
The proposer shall supply and install all equipment required to interconnect the solar PV 
systems to the PG&E distribution system. The proposer shall fulfill all application, study, 
and testing procedures to complete the interconnection process.  All costs associated with 
utility interconnection shall be borne by the proposer. 
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1.6 Commissioning and Acceptance Test for Initiating the Power Sales Agreement 
 
During the start-up, the Airport, and/or its independent engineer, shall observe and verify 
each system performance.  Required commissioning and acceptance test services include: 

• Starting up the solar PV systems until it achieves the performance requirements; 
• Conducting the performance testing over a consecutive twenty-four (24) hour 

period; and 
• Conducting the successful delivery of power within thirty days following completion 

of a system. 
 
1.7 Operation and Maintenance Manuals, and As-Built Drawings 
 
The proposer shall provide three (3) sets of operation, maintenance, and parts manuals for 
each installed solar PV system. The manual shall cover all components, options, and 
accessories supplied. It shall include maintenance, trouble-shooting, and safety 
precautions specific to the supplied equipment.  The proposer shall also provide three sets 
of as-built drawings in AutoCAD 2006 or higher.  These requirements shall be delivered 
prior to acceptance of the site-specific system. 
 
1.8 Monitoring 
 
Monitoring of system performance and providing public education and outreach is a critical 
element of this RFP. The proposer shall provide a turnkey data acquisition and display 
system that allows the Airport to monitor, analyze and display historical and live, solar 
electricity generation data.  The regularly collected data should reflect, but not be limited, 
to the following: 

• System performance 
• System availability 
• Average and accumulated output 
• Capacity factor 
• Degradation 

 
The data acquisition system shall be designed for turnkey, remote operation.  Data shall 
be transmitted via Internet or telephone from each site to a server managed by the 
proposer. Data storage, management and display will be the responsibility of the proposer. 
The data acquisition system must not require a dedicated or always-on personal computer.   
 
1.9 Warranties and Guarantees 
 
The proposer shall provide the following minimum warranties: 

• Any warranty required to qualify a system for available rebates or incentives, 
including qualification for Green-e Tags 

• 5-year complete system warranty 
• 20-year PV panel warranty 
• 5-year complete operational power capacity warranty 
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Section IV: Proposal Requirements and Conditions 
 
Proposals shall include three elements.  The first element includes the proposers 
qualifications, past-project examples, references, and personnel information.  The second 
element involves the proposers specific technical proposal.  The third element will provide 
proposed terms and conditions for long term lease/use of Airport land and sale of power to 
the City including cost per unit of electricity, where the obligation to sell power to Airports 
shall run concurrently with the lease/use agreement and where the solar photovoltaic 
generating system shall be owned, maintained and operated by the proposer for the 
duration of the lease/use rights whereupon the system shall at no cost vest in the City.   
The proposal review committee shall review these elements in the context of the award 
criteria contained in this RFP.   
 
1.0 Qualifications Element 
 
The following items shall be included in the Qualifications Element of the Proposal: 
 
A.  Binding Transmittal Letter (two pages maximum) 
Proposal shall include a transmittal letter signed by a party authorized to obligate the 
proposer (and respective team members) to perform the commitments included in the 
proposal.  If a team of firms is submitting the proposal, then the proposal must clearly 
identify the lead or prime member of the team.  The letter must also identify the contact 
person for future communications and the person responsible for future negotiations with 
the Airport, if selected.  The letter should discuss the proposers overall qualifications and 
ability to support the Airport in meeting its goals and objectives, as well as a statement 
agreeing to comply with all City and other governing bodies’ rules and regulations if 
awarded the contract.  The letter must state a 120-day validity period of the proposal. 
 
B.  Qualifications 
Proposal must provide information that clearly demonstrates the ability of the proposer to 
fully deliver the scope of services outlined in Section III, Scope of Services. Given the 
magnitude of the solar PV program investment, the Airport is interested in establishing a 
relationship with a firm or team of firms that has: 

• Demonstrated extensive experience on the installation and management of multiple, 
large commercial or public solar electric systems; 

• Worked with a public agency on a solar PV program; and 
• Established a local office or project manager (or intends to if selected) 

 
C. Team Information 
If a team of firms submits the proposal, then the following information shall be supplied: 

• Name of lead or prime firm and the name of the City of Fresno representative. 
• Total capacity in kilowatts (kWs) of PV systems placed into commercial operation or 

practical demonstration to date.  Identify the project type – turnkey or third party 
energy sales. 

• Names of other team member firms and the persons from those firms dedicated to 
this program. 
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• Roles and responsibilities of each team member, and the relationship between the 
team members, include an organizational chart. 

• A brief description of each team member’s firm and their ability to contribute to 
successful solar PV program implementation (history, performance of similar scope 
of services, etc.). 

• History of past projects that the team members have worked on together. 
 
If a single firm submits the proposal, then the following information shall be provided: 

 
• Total capacity in kilowatts (kWs) of PV systems placed into commercial operation or 

practical demonstration to date. Identify the project type – turnkey or third party 
energy sales. 

• Roles and responsibilities of key personnel 
• Organizational chart 
• Identify any subcontractors the proposer intends to employ in execution of the 

project.  Discuss their role and provide information on subcontractors’ experience 
performing similar work. 

 
D. Personnel Information 
Proposals shall include resumes for key personnel involved with the Airport Project, 
including any subcontractors. 
 
E.  Past-Project Experience 
Proposals shall include a brief description of past solar PV projects that are similar in 
nature as those expected to result from this RFP.  The description for each project should 
include: 

• The project name 
• Location 
• Project size (total cost and project capacity in kW) 
• Project type – turnkey or third party energy sales 
• Year completed 
• Name of project manager 
• Name of client and contact information 
• Brief physical description of the project (equipment manufacturer, model, etc.) 
• A brief discussion of any specific challenges and how they were overcome 
 

F.  References 
Proposals shall include at least three recent (within past five years) references for power 
sales solar PV projects.  The information noted above in the Past-Project Experience 
section should be included and can be used as references.  Also provide the owner’s 
contact name, title, address, phone numbers, and email address. 
 
G.  Financial Capacity 
Proposals shall include Project proforma budget information and, as available, audited 
financial statements for the past three years for the proposer or the lead/prime firm if a 
team proposal.  Proposers shall also demonstrate or propose bonding/bonding capacity to 
accommodate the magnitude of the City’s program.  Proposers should describe their 
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bonding intentions and name any known sureties or insurance companies that serve/will 
serve as your performance bonding agent. 

Special Funding:  The City of Fresno has applied for a solar PV grant administered 
by PG&E and the City has been accepted into the program.  However, there is no 
guarantee of any funding for these projects from PG&E. 

 
H. Contractual 
Compliance with Warranty Requirements:  Proposers shall provide a statement indicating 
commitment to the minimum warranties outlined above in Section III, 1.9 Warranties. 
 
Contracts:  Proposers shall provide all proposed terms/conditions for land lease/use and 
standard solar power sales including any proposed form of  agreement(s).  Proposers shall 
indicate any exceptions taken to this RFP, which may render proposer nonresponsive. 
 
I.  Litigation 
Indicate whether the proposer or any team member or any officers or principals have been 
party to any lawsuit involving the performance of any power sale and/or system it has 
installed, including environmental litigation, and provide a summary of the issues and 
status of the lawsuits. 
J. Insurance and Indemnification – Refer to Exhibit I 
K. Contractor’s License Classification   
 
The Proposer shall ensure that any prime contractor on the Project possess a valid 
Class A General Engineering Contractor or Class B General Contractor license at all 
times.  
 
 
2.0 Solar PV Technical Proposals 
 
For the second element of the proposal, proposers are asked to submit technical 
proposals that optimize PV output based on the electrical load and area available for 
mounting PV systems.  It is the proposers’ responsibility to validate the available area for 
the facility based on the information provided and the site visit. 
 
A.  Technical Description 
Proposers shall provide the following technical description of the technologies proposed to 
install: 
 

• Guaranteed power capacity (DC kW), measured at the inverter input 
• Guaranteed power capacity (AC kW), measured at the inverter output 
• Show nominal and de-rated AC kW production, including data assumptions for 

winter and summer hours of solar generation.  Summer on-peak, mid-peak, and 
winter peak hours must be explained with some detail of assumptions and 
performance criteria based on seasonal sunlight availability and variable weather 
conditions. 

• Estimated capacity factor (%) and annual output (kWh), and provide the 
methodology used to develop the estimates. 
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• Guaranteed PV panel degradation rate over a twenty-year period 
• PV array materials 
• Inverters 
• Conceptual layout and support/canopy system design 
• Structural materials 
• Balance of system components 
• Configuration, including flat-mounted versus tilt-mounted system 
• Structural requirements 
• Operation and maintenance requirements, including personnel and hours 
• Typical or projected degradation rates for field installations of this type over a 

twenty-year period 
• Typical useful life of significant components, include PV array and inverters 
• Benefits specific to the system proposed 
• Any product or warranty enhancements being offered 
• Other relevant information 

 
B.  Monitoring Description 
Proposers shall also provide a description of the monitoring system that will be installed 
including: 
 

• Equipment requirements 
• Data output 
• Maintenance requirements 

 
Describe how the information needed, as described in Section III, Scope of Services, will 
be provided by the proposed monitoring system. 
 
C. Implementation Schedule 
Proposers shall provide an implementation schedule for the Project. 

 
D.  Pricing  
Proposer shall provide power sales pricing based on a fixed kWh price over a proposed 
term of the power sales agreement.  Proposer shall complete and submit as a part of their 
proposal a Pricing Sheet in a separate sealed envelope.  See Exhibit A for the Pricing 
Sheet. 
 
E.  Business Relationship 
Proposer shall assume that the solar PV installations will be owned, operated and 
maintained by the proposer for the entire term of the power sales agreement. 

• Respondents should clearly and succinctly outline and explain their proposed 
business structure to the City of Fresno.  The City will consider contract terms that 
may include, but are not limited to, floor and ceiling prices, prices indexed to market 
or tariff rates, short and long term transactions, purchase and sale of renewable 
energy credits, and other provisions that will optimize the financial benefits to the 
City and ensure Project viability for the proposer. 

 
 



 RFP - SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING SYSTEM
     PAGE 15

 

Section V: Selection Criteria 
 
A Selection Committee will review and evaluate all proposals after formal receipt.  To 
receive proper consideration, the proposal must meet the requirements of this RFP/these 
Specifications.  The evaluation process will provide credit only for those capabilities and 
advantages which are clearly stated in the proposer=s written proposals.  In other words, 
advantages which are not stated will not be considered in the evaluation process. 
 
All proposals will be evaluated by a Selection Committee comprised at least one 
representative from a City of Fresno Department with no direct interest in the Project being 
requested by this Request for Proposals and at least one representative from the Airports 
Department.  The Committee may also include representatives from outside the City 
organization including private citizens.  It will be their responsibility to make the final 
recommendations in accordance with the award criteria enumerated below.   
The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria: 
 
Criterion Value 
 
Cost effectiveness of the proposal  35 points 
 
Technical approach / Implementation schedule 30 points 
 
Qualifications and experience in developing, owning, operating, 20 points 
and maintaining solar PV projects that meet power production 
specifications over significant terms 
 
Project team, team members experience and organizational approach  15 points 
 
The City reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals and may select, and 
negotiate with one or more proposers concurrently, and enter into Project documents with 
such proposer who is determined, by the City, to provide the Project in the best interest of 
the City.  The City may agree to such terms and conditions as it may determine to be in its 
best interest. 
 
The Selection Committee reserves the right to request additional information from 
Proposers, to negotiate terms and conditions of the Project documents, to visit sites, to 
request demonstrations or oral presentations, or ask proposers to appear before the 
Selection Committee to clarify points of their proposal. 
 
Any award shall be on the basis of the criteria specified and made to the proposer 
whose proposal is judged as providing the best value in meeting the interests of the 
City.  
 
The proposer agrees that the City may have one hundred twenty (120) days to accept or 
reject proposals.  It is further understood that, if the proposer to whom any award is made 
fails to enter into Project documents as provided in the Specifications, award may be made 
to another proposer, who shall be bound to perform as if she/he had received the award in 
the first instance. 
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Upon City's acceptance of a proposal, the successful proposer will be required to execute 
and return all required Project documents  and all certificates of insurance within fifteen 
(15) calendar days from the date of Notice of Award issued by the City.  Should the 
successful Proposer fail or refuse to execute the Project documents, the City reserves the 
right to accept the proposal of the proposer offering the next best value to the City. 
 
Any questions or concerns relating to this RFP shall be directed to the designated 
contact for the Airports Department (see cover page.)  If necessary, an appropriate 
addendum will be issued to all proposers stating revisions, deletions, or additions to be 
made to the Specifications as a result of any inquiries.  The City will not be responsible for 
verbal responses made by parties other than the designated contact and/or her/his 
designee. 
 
Before an award is made, any contact with City staff, other than the designated contact or 
his/her designee(s), without prior written authorization is strictly prohibited and may render 
the proposer non-responsible. 
 
For requirements related to communications in the city procurement process refer to 
Exhibit H - REGULATED COMMUNICATIONS IN CITY PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
ORDINANCE 
 
 
Section VI: PROPOSAL FORMS AND DOCUMENTS 
 
The following forms and documents must be submitted with the proposals. 
 

• Statement of Acceptance of the Indemnification and Insurance Requirements 
• Non-Collusion Affidavit 
• Business Location and License 
• Proposal Signature Page 
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(Submit with Proposal) 
 
Proposer’s Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 
STATEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE OF THE INDEMNIFICATION 
AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
FOR: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING 

SYSTEM 
 
The Proposer shall sign below that the Proposer accepts in whole the Indemnification and 
Insurance Requirements set forth in these Specifications.  If the Proposer takes exception to 
some portions, those portions shall be listed here below and the Proposer shall sign that the 
Proposer accepts all portions of the requirements not listed. 
 
Note:  Any exceptions may render the proposal non-responsive. 
 
[     ] ACCEPT 
[     ] DO NOT ACCEPT 
 
If "DO NOT ACCEPT" is checked, please list exceptions: 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Signature of Authorized Person 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Type or Print Name of Authorized Person 
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(Submit with Proposal) 
 
Proposer’s Name:         
 
NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT 
 
FOR: REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING 

SYSTEM 
 
Proposer declares that this proposal is not made in the interest of or on behalf of any 
undisclosed person, partnership, company, association, organization or corporation; that 
such proposal is genuine and not collusive or sham; that said proposer has not directly or 
indirectly induced or solicited any other proposer to put in a false or sham proposal and has 
not directly or indirectly colluded, conspired, connived, or agreed with any proposer or 
anyone else to put in a sham proposal, or that anyone shall refrain from submitting a 
proposal; that said proposer has not in any manner directly or indirectly sought by 
agreement, communication, or conference with any one to fix the proposal price of said 
proposer or of any other proposer, or to fix any overhead, profit, or cost element of such 
proposal price, or of that of any other proposer, or to secure any advantage against the 
public body awarding the Project for anyone interested in the proposed Project; that all 
statements contained in such proposal are true, and further, that said proposer has not 
directly or indirectly submitted his proposal price or any breakdown thereof, or the contents 
thereof, or divulged information or data relative thereto, or paid and will not pay any fee in 
connection therewith, to any corporation, partnership, company, association, organization, 
proposal depository, or to any member or agent thereof, or to any other individual except to 
any person or persons as have a partnership or other financial interest with said proposer in 
this general business. 
 
The above Non-Collusion Affidavit is part of the proposal.  Signing this proposal on the 
signature page thereof shall also constitute signature of this Non-Collusion Affidavit. 
 
Proposers are cautioned that making a false certification may subject the certifier to criminal 
prosecution. 



 RFP - SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING SYSTEM
     PAGE 19

 
 

(Submit with Proposal) 
 
Proposer’s Name:         
 
CORPORATE BUSINESS LOCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUSINESS LICENSE 
 
(    ) The undersigned Proposer has a current City of Fresno Business License and the 
number is          
 
Or 
 
(    ) The undersigned Proposer will obtain a City of Fresno Business License not later than 
commencement of business within the City per local ordinance, if selected as the successful 
proposer. 
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(Submit with Proposal) 
 
Proposer’s Name:         
 
SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
By my signature on this proposal I certify, under penalty of perjury, that the statements 
contained in this proposal are true and correct. 
 
PROPOSAL SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
(1)                                (   )                       (   )      
 Firm                                   Phone                 Fax 
 
 
(2)                                               
 (Corp)          (Individual)         (Partner)      (Other) 
 
 
(3)                                                            
 Business Address 
 
 
                                                              
 City                              State               Zip Code 
 
(4) By:              
   Signature of Authorized Person 
 
 
             
Type or Print Name of Authorized Person and Title 
 
 
Federal Tax I.D. No.:                                                     Date:        
 
 INSTRUCTIONS FOR SIGNATURE PAGE 
 
CORPORATIONS: INCLUDE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SIGNATURE BY NOTARY IN 
CORPORATE FORM (See Line 4(a), of next page.) 
 
INDIVIDUALS, PARTNERSHIPS OR JOINT VENTURES: INCLUDE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
OF SIGNATURE BY NOTARY. 
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LINE 1: The name of the Proposer must be the same as that under which a license is 
issued, if a license is required.  If the Proposer is a corporation, enter the exact name of the 
corporation under which it is incorporated; if Proposer is an individual, enter name; if 
Proposer is an individual operating under a trade name, enter name and dba (trade name in 
full); if a partnership, enter the correct trade style of the partnership; if a joint venture, enter 
exact names of entities joining in the venture. 
 
LINE 2:  Identify here the character of the name shown under (1), i.e., corporation (including 
state of incorporation), individual, partnership, or joint venture. 
 
LINE 3: Enter the address to which all communications and notices regarding the proposal 
and any Contract awarded thereunder are to be addressed. 
 
LINE 4: (a)  If the Proposer is a corporation, the proposal must be signed by an officer or 
employee authorized to sign Contracts on behalf of the corporation evidenced by inclusion 
of one of the following certified by the secretary of the corporation (sample certification 
attached): a copy of the Articles of Incorporation, a copy of the Bylaws, a copy of the Board 
Resolution or Minutes authorizing the officer or employee to sign proposals and contracts.  
The signature of the officer or employee who signs the proposal must be acknowledged by a 
notary in the corporate form. 
 
(b) If Proposer is an individual, he/she must sign the proposal, or if the proposal is signed 
by an employee or agent on behalf of the Proposer, a copy of a power of attorney must be 
on file with the City of Fresno prior to the time set for the opening of the proposals or must 
be submitted with the proposal.  Any signature must be acknowledged by a notary. 
 
(c) If the Proposer is a partnership, the proposal must be signed by all general partners; or 
by a general partner(s) authorized to sign proposals and contracts on behalf of the 
partnership evidenced by inclusion of either a copy of the Partnership Agreement or a 
recorded Statement of Partnership.  All signature(s) must be acknowledged by a notary. 
 
(d) If the Proposer is a joint venture, the proposal must be signed by all joint venturers; or 
by a joint venturer(s) authorized to sign proposals and contracts on behalf of the joint 
venture evidenced by inclusion of either a copy of the Joint Venture Agreement or a 
recorded Statement of Joint Venture; and if the joint venturer(s) is a corporation or a 
partnership signing on behalf of the Joint Venture, then Paragraphs (a) and (c) above apply 
respectively.  All signature(s) must be acknowledged by a notary. 
 
NOTE:  All addresses must be complete with street number, City, State and Zip Code. 



 RFP - SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC GENERATING SYSTEM
     PAGE 22

 
 

Section VII: Exhibits 
 
A. Pricing Sheet 
B. Electrical usage summary 
C. PG&E Main Service Location 
D. FYI One-Line Diagram  
E. Overall RAC Project Site Plan 
F. Ready Return Site Plan 
G. Conceptual RAC Project Rendering 
H. Regulated Communications In City Procurement Process Ordinance 
I. Insurance and indemnification 
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EXHIBIT A:  PRICING SHEET 
 
 

OPTION A – Design, Build, Own, and Operate 
 
All contractors must submit a proposal to provide electrical energy to the Airport at a fixed 
cost per kWh. Alternative pricing may also be provided. The Airport will preferentially 
purchase electricity from the contractor, but only to the extent electricity is consumed on-
site as part of the normal operation of the Airport. 
 
Contractor proposes to provide all services, material and equipment necessary to provide 
the Airport with electrical energy in the range of one (1) megawatt for the following price(s). 
 
 
1. Unit cost for electricity:       $_______ 
 
2. Proposed Term (in months):      $_______ 
 
 

 
As previously stated, alternative pricing strategies are welcome in addition to the above. 
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EXHIBIT B:  ELECTRICAL USAGE SUMMARY 
 
 

FRESNO YOSEMITE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
ELECTRICAL ENERGY USAGE 

2005-2006 FISCAL YEAR 
 

ELECTRICAL ENERGY USAGE, BILLING AND TAX INPUTS & ASSUMPTIONS 
 

547400 kWh Average Winter Monthly Historic Usage  
669600 kWh Average Summer Monthly Historic Usage  

7302000 kWh Total Annual Historic Usage  
    

7302000 kWh Total Annual Estimated Usage with 
lifestyle/occupancy changes 

 

  About 100% of Historic Usage  
    

Rate Schedule  PG&E E20 TOU Non-FTA-R – Med & Large 
Commercial, TOU, Demand 

 

Recommended Rate 
Schedule 

 PG&E E20 TOU Non-FTA-R – Med & Large 
Commercial, TOU, Demand 

 

    
 0% Federal Income Tax Rate  
 0% State Income Tax Rate  
 0% Combined Fed & State Income Tax Rate  
    
 3.5% Assumed General Inflation (maintenance, etc.)  
  The CPI has increased 3.5% annually since 1981  
 5.0% Assumed Electric Rate Inflation  
  Average California Electric Rates have increased 

6.7% annually since 1970 
 

    
 
 

Energy Costs 
 
Historic Energy Costs: 

$78,591 Historic Average Monthly Charges 
  
Estimated Future Energy Costs with Adjustments in Usage: 

$78,591 Average Monthly Charges accounting for adjustments in 
usage  



EXHIBIT “C”
Existing PG&E Main Service Location
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EXISTING
CONDITIONS

Existing PG&E Main
Service Location



7

4

2

5

5

1

3

6

1.

2.

3.

4.

DISCONNECT EXISTING FEEDER FROM LOAD CENTER 
NO. 4.

RUN NEW CONDUIT TO INTERCEPT EXISTING PANEL 
'P1' FEEDER, AND REROUTE FEEDER TO EXISTING 
PANEL 'EDP' IN BASEMENT.

DISCONNECT EXISTING FEEDER FROM PANEL 'P1', AND 
REMOVE EXISTING CONDUCTORS.

2"C-4#1/0, 1#6 GROUND. SEE ELECTRICAL SITE 
PLAN-WEST ON SHEET E1.02 FOR ROUTING AND 
OTHER DETAILS.

5.

6.
DENOTES LOCATION OF LOAD RECORDING. 
SEE LOAD CALCULATION ON SHEET E6.01 
FOR DETAILS. TYPICAL.

3"C-4#350 KCMIL, 1#4 GROUND. SEE ELECTRICAL SITE 
PLAN-EAST AND WEST ON SHEET E1.01 AND E1.02 FOR 
ROUTING AND OTHER DETAILS.

THIS PART OF ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION SHALL BE 
PROVIDED BY FIS FACILITY.

WORK UNDER SEPARATE TERMINAL RENOVATION 
PROJECT.

NEMA 1 ENCLOSURE, MOUNT ADJACENT TO PANEL 
'P1'.

7.

8.

7

C

B

A

A

8

EXHIBIT “D”
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Exhibit H: REGULATED COMMUNICATIONS IN CITY PROCUREMENT PROCESS 
ORDINANCE 

 
The Regulated Communications in City Procurement Process Ordinance (Article 6, 
Chapter 3 of the Fresno Municipal Code) became effective April 29, 2004.  With certain 
specified exceptions, the Ordinance provides that no Respondent, Bidder, Proposer (as 
the case may be) shall initiate, engage in, or continue any communication to or with any 
City elected official concerning or touching upon any matter which is the subject of this 
competitive procurement process. 
 
Any Respondent, Bidder, Proposer or elected official (as the case may be) who initiates, 
engages in, continues in, or receives any regulated communication shall file the written 
disclosure required by the Regulated Communications in City Procurement Process 
Ordinance. 
 
Any Respondent, Bidder, or Proposer violating the Regulated Communications in City 
Procurement Process Ordinance may be disqualified from participating in this procurement 
process and/or determined to be non-responsible.  Additionally, the City may set aside the 
award of a contract, prior to its execution, to a party found to have violated the Ordinance. 
 
Note:  The full text of FMC Chapter 3, Article 6 may be viewed on the City’s website at, 
www.fresno.gov, reference link “BID OPPORTUNITIES” and “MAYOR/COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATIONS ORDINANCE” from there.  Additional information can be found under 
the “FAQs” and “Outline of Ordinance” links on the same page. 
 
Once the City has reviewed and evaluated the proposals received and has determined for 
award the responsible proposal most beneficial to the City, that determination will be 
posted on a public bulletin board outside the Airports Department Office.  It is the sole 
responsibility of interested proposers to seek this information from this source. 
 
For those proposers that have concerns or rebuttal of any determination of non-
responsiveness or non-responsibility about the Staff Determination, they will be given an 
opportunity to submit, in writing, within five (5) days to the designated contact person any 
concerns with the RFP process or Staff Determination. Such writing will be taken under 
consideration by the City Manager and may be acted upon within five (5) days.  If no action 
is taken within such five (5) days, then there shall be no change in Staff Determination.  
The exercise of proposer of its right to submit its written concerns shall be a condition 
precedent to seeking any available judicial review of any award of a contract hereunder. 
 
A proposer who has been determined by the Council to be non-responsible may be 
debarred from bidding or proposing upon or being awarded any contract with the City or 
City of Fresno Redevelopment Agency, or from being a subcontractor or supplier at any 
tier upon such contract, in accordance with the procedures in Resolution 2003-130 
adopted by Council on April 29, 2003.  The initial period of any such debarment shall not 
be less than one year or more than three years.  A proposer may request a hearing, in 
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accordance with Resolution 2003-130, upon receipt of a notice of proposed debarment 
from the City Manager or his/her designee. A copy of the Resolution may be obtained from 
the City Clerk's Office, 2600 Fresno Street, Fresno, California 93721. 
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 EXHIBIT I: INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION 
Insurance.  
Throughout the life of the Project the proposer shall pay for and maintain in full force and 
effect all policies of insurance required hereunder with an insurance company(s) either (i) 
admitted by the California Insurance Commissioner to do business in the State of 
California and rated not less than "A-VII" in Best’s Insurance Rating Guide; or (ii) 
authorized by the City’s Risk Manager. The following policies of insurance are required:  
(i) COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY insurance which shall include Broad Form 
Comprehensive Personal Liability coverages including Personal Injury, Advertising 
Liability, Libel, Slander, Blanket Contractual, Products and Completed Operations, and 
Personal Injury, Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability limits of not less than 
$1,000,000 each occurrence.  
(ii) COMMERCIAL AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY insurance, endorsed for "any auto," with 
combined single limits of liability of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence.  
(iii) WORKERS' COMPENSATION insurance as required under the California Labor 
Code.  
The above described policies of insurance shall be endorsed to provide an unrestricted 
thirty (30) day written notice in favor of the City, of policy cancellation, change or reduction 
of coverage, except for the Workers' Compensation policy which shall provide a ten (10) 
day written notice of such cancellation, change or reduction of coverage. In the event any 
policies are due to expire during the term of the Project the proposer shall provide a new 
certificate evidencing renewal of such policy not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the 
expiration date of the expiring policy(s). Upon issuance by the insurer, broker, or agent of a 
notice of cancellation, change or reduction in coverage, the proposer shall file with City a 
certified copy of the new or renewal policy and certificates for such policy.  
The General Liability and Automobile Liability insurance policies shall be written on an 
occurrence form and shall name the City, its officers, officials, agents, employees and 
volunteers as an additional insured. Such policy(ies) of insurance shall be endorsed so the 
proposer’s insurance shall be primary and no contribution shall be required of the City. The 
proposer shall furnish the City with the certificate(s) and applicable endorsements for ALL 
required insurance prior to City's execution of Project documents.  The proposer shall 
furnish the City with copies of the actual policies upon the request of the City's Risk 
Manager at any time during the life of the Project or any extension.  
If at any time during the life of the Project or any extension, the proposer fails to maintain 
the required insurance in full force and effect, all work on/pursuit of the Project shall be 
discontinued immediately, and all payments due or that become due to the proposer shall 
be withheld until notice is received by City that the required insurance has been restored to 
full force and effect and that the premiums therefore have been paid for a period 
satisfactory to City. Any failure to maintain the required insurance shall be sufficient cause 
for City to terminate proposer’s rights to the Project/under the Project documents.   
If the proposer should subcontract all or any portion of the work to be performed on the 
Project, the proposer shall require each subcontractor to provide insurance protection in 
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favor of the City, its officers, officials, employees, agents and volunteers in accordance 
with the terms of each of the preceding paragraphs, except that the subcontractors' 
certificates and endorsements shall be on file with the proposer and City prior to the 
commencement of any work by the subcontractor.  
BUILDERS RISK INSURANCE (Required if the Project includes new construction of a 
building) The proposer shall effect and maintain in the name of the proposer and the City 
"All Risk" (excluding Earthquake and Flood) Builders Risk Insurance upon the entire work 
of this Project to 100 percent of the replacement value thereof, including items of labor and 
materials in place or to be used as part of the permanent construction, including surplus 
miscellaneous materials and supplies incident to the work and such scaffolding, staging, 
towers, forms, and equipment as are not owned or rented by the proposer, the cost of 
which is not included in the cost of the work. EXCLUSIONS: This insurance does not cover 
any tools owned by mechanics, any tools, equipment scaffoldings, staging towers, and 
forms, rented or owned by the proposer, the capital value of which is not included in the 
cost of the work or any shanties or other structures erected for the sole convenience of the 
workmen. Permission is granted for deductible on perils other than fire and Extended 
Coverage Endorsement perils of not more than $500.  
In the event of a partial or total destruction by the perils insured against any or all of the 
work and/or materials herein provided for at any time prior to the final completion and 
acceptance of the Project improvements, the proposer shall promptly reconstruct, repair, 
replace, or restore all work or materials so destroyed or injured at his/her sole cost and 
expense. Nothing herein provided for shall in any way excuse the proposer or his/her 
surety from the obligation of furnishing all the required materials and completing the work 
in full compliance with the terms of the Project documents.  
Indemnification.  
To the furthest extent allowed by law including California Civil Code Section 2782, the 
proposer shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend the City and each of its officers, 
officials, employees, agents and volunteers from any and all loss, liability, fines, penalties, 
forfeitures, costs and damages (whether in contract, tort or strict liability, including, but not 
limited to personal injury, death at any time and property damage) incurred by the City, the 
proposer or any other person, and from any and all claims, demands and actions in law or 
equity (including attorney's fees and litigation expenses), arising or alleged to have arisen 
directly or indirectly out of performance of the Project/under the Project documents. The 
proposer’s obligations under the preceding sentence shall apply regardless of whether the 
City or any of its officers, officials, employees, agents or volunteers are passively 
negligent, but shall not apply to any loss, liability, fines, penalties, forfeitures, costs or 
damages caused by the active negligence or willful misconduct of the City or any of its 
officers, officials, employees, agents or volunteers. 
If the proposer should subcontract all or any portion of the Project  work , the proposer 
shall require each subcontractor to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the City and each 
of its officers, officials, employees, agents, and volunteers in accordance with the terms of 
the preceding paragraph.  
 




