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Agenda

� Introduc tion
� Bac kground
� Overview
� Next Steps
� Ad journ
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Overview

� To c rea te c lear and  c onc ise definitions 
tha t reflec t c ontemporary p rac tic es

� Avoid  c onflic ts between regula tions 
rela ting to danc ing 

� Ensure c onsistent app lic a tion of c odes 
and  polic ies ac ross the City

� Estab lish ob jec tive c riteria
� Protec t pub lic  welfa re & p roperty 

va lues
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Current Regula tions

� Fresno Munic ipa l Code regula tes zone 
d istric ts for spec ific  uses
� 1994, CUP were required  for a lc ohol sa les

� A p lethora  of definitions
� Department polic y regula tes danc e 

permits (i.e., Ca fé, Soc ia l, & 
Commerc ia l Danc ing)

� 16 zone d istric ts tha t permit suc h 
ac tivities
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� Danc e permits a re c urrently issued  by 
the Financ e Department

� Permit is reviewed  by the Planning 
Dept., Polic e, Risk Management & Fire

� 12 am c losure polic y
� Restaurants transform into other uses to 

genera te revenue
� Approx. 62 ac tive danc e permits

Current Regula tions
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Lodges, c lubs and 
fra ternal organizations

BRCUPCUPCUPBRBRBRHotel

CUPBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRCUPRestaurant, no a lcohol

CUP
Restaurants serving only 
wine/ beer with meals

CUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPRestaurant, with a lcohol

CUP
Restaurant with bar or 
cockta il lounge

CUP
Restaurant & bar in 
Hotel/ motel

CUP

Cockta il lounge in 
conjunc tion with and 
subord inate to a 
restaurant

CUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPBar (Cockta il lounge)

CUP
Wedding Chapel & 
reception fac ilities.

CUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPCUPBanquet Hall

C-LCCM-3M-2M-1
M-
1-P

C-
M

C-RC-6C-5C-4C-3C-2C-1C-PR-P

Zone Distric t
Use
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BRBRBRBRBRBR
Music  and dance 

instruc tion

BRBRBRBRDance school/ studio

BRBRDanc ing schools

BRDanc ing academies

BRBRBRBRDance Hall, Public

BRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRBRCafé Danc ing

C-LCCM-3M-2M-1
M1

P
C-

M
C-RC-6C-5C-4C-3C-2C-1C-PR-P

Zone Distric t

Use
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New Definitions

� RESTAURANT:
…a restaurant may p rovide 
enterta inment for the c ustomer by 
performers of the a rts (music , danc e, 
c omedy, read ings, etc .), and  d iffers 
from a  Night Club in tha t it does not 
p rovide for c ustomer danc ing.  A 
restaurant a lso d iffers from a  Tavern
bec ause it must p repare and  serve food  
a t a ll times during  business hours.
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New Definitions

� BAR, TAVERN, COCKTAIL LOUNGE, PUB:
….while a  Tavern may have fac ilities for 
performers of the a rts (music , c omedy, 
etc .) for the enterta inment of the 
c ustomer, it d iffers from a  Night Club in 
tha t it does not p rovide floor spac e for 
c ustomer danc ing.  A Tavern d iffers 
from a  Restaurant in tha t it is not 
required  to p repare and  serve food  a t 
a ll times during  business hours.
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New Definitions
� NIGHT CLUB:

…..Night Club  d iffers from either a  
Restaurant or Tavern in tha t danc ing by 
the c ustomer is permitted .  The serving  
of food , before, during  and  a fter 
performanc es and / or danc ing is 
op tiona l.
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Overview of Regula tions

� Tab le format tha t is user friend ly
� Setbac ks from residenc es
� Gross floor a reas
� Closing hours
� Granting  Authority (i.e., Planning 

Direc tor, Planning Commission, City 
Counc il)
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New Sec tion
� Loitering  in parking lots
� Noise stud ies

� Spec ia l Events suc h as holidays
� 3rd party p romoters

� Change of ownership
� Closures/ Sta rt-ups

� Pub lic  notic ing  requirements
� Revoc a tion p roc ess (automatic  initia tion)

� Danc e permits
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Danc e Permits

� Will be issued  by the Planning Dept.
� Will be based  on an annua l review
� Existing  permits
� Danc ing will only be permitted  in 

nightc lubs
� One time danc e permits – nonprofits 

only
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Restaurants w/  a lc ohol sa les

� All restaurants must stop  the sa le of 
a lc ohol by 12:30 am

� Kitc hen must stay open 
� No setbac k requirements or max. a rea
� Granting  authority - Direc tor 
� Pub lic  notic e
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� Tavern hours vary ac c ord ing to zone 
d istric t

� First listed  in the C-P zone d istric t (10 
pm c losure)

� Spec ia l regula tions for the C-2 zone 
d istric t and  Tower Distric t 

� Danc ing is not permitted
� Granting  authority va ries

Taverns
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Nightc lubs

� First permitted  in the C-2 zone d istric t
� Hours vary ac c ord ing to age of 

pa trons, zone d istric t, and  day of the 
week

� Not permitted  in a ll zone d istric ts
� Granting  authority va ries
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Revoc a tion

� Suspensions will be immed ia te
� Revoc ation, via  suspensions and  

automatic  initia tion for repea t of 
viola tors
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Proc ess

� 4 stakeholder meetings 
� Dra ft ord inanc e will be d istributed  for 

c omments & posted  on our website
� Will be reviewed  by the Airport Land  

Use Commission
� Will be reviewed  by a ll Community 

Advisory Committees 
� Planning Commission
� City Counc il (2 pub lic  hearings)
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� Questions & Suggestions
� Next Steps

� Contac t: 
Arnoldo.Rodriguez@fresno.gov

� 559.621.8172 or 621.8180


