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Mayor Autry Gives Yovino Key to City

Tuesday, September 2nd
marked the last day on the
job for a universally  -revered
City of Fresno employee. No
one can remember a dispar-
aging word either from Nick
Yovino or about him. The be-
loved Mr. Yovino toiled with
dignity and aplomb for 37
years, finishing his public
service as Director of Plan-
ning and Development.

It all started when Nick
graduated from Fresno State
and 6accidentally, 6 as he describes it, | anded an inte
dotes are many, and are best told by Nick himself. They involve various mayors and council members,

rezone applicants and subjects of code enforcement. But the stories are neither bitter nor demeaning,

just slices of life that Nick culled during his career.

Days before his official retirement, Nick was among 20 or so Directors and Leadership Team members
who watched a presentation about fABeing Signi-Wwdkerant . 0
unanimously agreed that Nick Yovino best exemplified that quality.

The City of Fresno is awell  -planned and vibrant American community, and we have Mr. Nick Yovino to
forever thank.

Maj or Arrest For Megloagsiios Dr ug

Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer, along with John Donnelly of the Drug Enforcement Administration, held
a joint news conference to announce the arrest of four suspects in an international methamphetamine
drug trafficking ring.

For the last month, Fresno Police investigators worked undercover to arrange a large - quantity drug
buy. Information developed during the investigation revealed that a supplier out of Mexico was send-
ing meth to the Central Valley, Houston, Chicago and Atlanta.

On August, 30, 2008, the suspects met with undercover officers in Southwest Fresno. Four suspects
were arrested, including one from the Valley. 15 pounds of crystal meth, with a street value of
$450,000, was recovered and a specialized vehicle outfitted with a special hidden compartment was
seized. A fifth suspect, the supplier, faces extradition from Mexico. All are expected to face federal
charges and could spend 20+ years in prison if convicted of all charges.

The drug seizure was one of the largest in Police Department history and effectively ends a major
source and supply of meth to the Valley.
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Selland Arena Ice Rink Poured

On August 25th, the new Selland Arena ice floor

was poured, with 350 yards of concrete over a 20 -
hour consecutive time period to get the ice rink

ready for the return of the Fresno Falcons.

It took nearly 8 miles of plastic tubing to make the
underlayment that allows the floor to form ice for a
hockey game or other ice event. The new floor can
make ice in just 12 hours compared to the multiple
days it took the old floor.

The associated equipment, including the dasher
boards (the "glass"), were completed at the same
time as the pour to ensure everything fit properly
for the Falconsdé return.

In addition, the old standard definition scoreboard was replaced with a new high -def, 1080p
Jumbotron. Sound will be provided by a ??? watt system that fans can enjoy from the 132 new VIP
seats. These improvements represent a $3 million investment in bringing entertainment to down-

town.

Join us on Friday, October 24 at 7:35pm as we welcome the Falcons back to Selland Arena when
they face off against the Bakersfield Condors!

Saroyan Country Comes To Downtown

Fresnobés fascination with one of its Favorite Sons is
manifesting itself these days, as the community
mar ks the 100th anniversary of William Saroyanoés

birth. The famed author, who died in 1981, has

been memorialized in the downtown core with a se-

ries of ASaroyan Countryo signs strategically placed
along Inyo Street. The dramatic displays were de-

signed by General Services Department graphic art-

ist, John DeLucia. The first was recently unveiled

outside the Saroyan Theater at a special ceremony

attended by Mayor Autry and various City officials.

In the first half of the 20th century, Inyo Street was

a favorite play area for Saroyan, who honed his remarkable talents while soaking in the hustle and
bustle of early Fresno living. His career would take him briefly to New York and Hollywood, but Wil-
liam Saroyan always returned to the city he loved, a community that will forever honor and remem-
ber him.



