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SUBJECT: APPROVE A NEW FREEWAY AGREEMENT WITH THE CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR STATE HIGHWAY ROUTE 99
FROM EL DORADO STREET TO 1.5 MILES SOUTH OF HERNDON AVENUE
AND AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR OR HIS DESIGNEE TO
SIGN ON CITY'S BEHALF (COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 2, & 3)

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Council take the following actions:

1. Approve the attached Freeway Agreement with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).

. 2. Authorize the Public Works Director or his designee to sign the Freeway Agreement on behalf ofthe
City of Fresno.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Caltrans is proceeding with the engineering design and right-of-way acquisition for a long-planned
improvement of State Highway Route 99 from south of Clinton Avenue to Ashlan Avenue. The project will
upgrade the freeway to current standards including the addition of auxiliary lanes for both northbound and
southbound traffic to improve traffic operations, the replacement of the Clinton Avenue/State Highway
Route 99 interchange with a modern, high-capacity diamond interchange and the closure of the
intermediate southbound ramps which do not meet Caltrans or Federal interstate highway standards for
interchange spacing (Dakota, Shields and Princeton). The long-planned freeway upgrade is occurring now
due to the approved alignment of the proposed California High-Speed Rail Project which requires the
realignment of State Highway Route 99 to the west between approximately Clinton and Ashlan Avenues.
The existing freeway infrastructure will be removed to make way for the high speed train and a new
freeway will be constructed by Caltrans on a new alignment immediately west of the present alignment. In
order to do this, Caltrans has asked the City to approve a new Freeway Agreement which will detail the
new alignment and how it will affect existing abutting and intersecting streets. The purpose of the Freeway
Agreement is to formalize an agreement for which City streets have or will have State highway access
through freeway interchanges and which streets cross the freeway. Staff recommends the Council approve
the Freeway Agreement and authorize the Public Works Director or his designee to execute the Freeway
Agreement on behalf of the City.
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BACKGROUND

The new Freeway Agreement encompasses portions of State Highway Route 99 beyond the limits of the
High-Speed Rail Project and will supersede existing Freeway Agreements, dated October 28, 1952,
July 26, 1960, and January 13, 1966, into a single new Freeway Agreement extending from EI Dorado
Street to 1.5 miles south of Herndon Avenue. The new Freeway Agreement and attached Exhibit A
illustrate where existing City roads will be closed and/or relocated, where new roads and frontage roads will
be constructed, and where freeway overpasses and interchanges will be constructed.

Freeways 41, 180, 168 were all constructed while the Caltrans Freeway Agreements were being
developed.

All the details of the actual new freeway construction will be dealt with in a separate Cooperative
Agreement between the City of Fresno and the California Department of Transportation and will be
presented to the Council for its consideration in the near future.

The California Highway Commission through a series of resolutions adopted on July 20, 1944,
May 19,1949, and August 21, 1956 declared that State Highway Route 99 between California and Clinton
Avenues in the City and County of Fresno to be a freeway. A Freeway Agreement reflecting the present
alignment of existing State Highway Route 99 between Clinton Avenue and the Fresno-Madera County
Line was approved by the Fresno County Board of Supervisors on July 26, 1960. On January 13, 1966 the
City entered into a Freeway Agreement relating to that portion of State Highway Route 99 from Thorne
Avenue to Belmont Avenue and from West Avenue to Clinton Avenue.

Over the past several decades the City has annexed all of the lands within the limits of the existing freeway
agreements. The current project to accommodate the high-speed rail requires the relocation of State
Highway Route 99 to a new location approximately 100' west of its current position. Since all the land
within the project area lies within the City's jurisdiction Caltrans requires the City to enter into a standard
routine freeway agreement.

The closure of the southbound exit ramp to Dakota Avenue, along with the southbound Shields Avenue
and Princeton Avenue ramps, were environmentally assessed by the California High-Speed Rail Authority
as part of the Merced to Fresno segment of the project. Caltrans was heavily involved in the geometric
reviews of the proposed State Highway Route 99 realignment. The closure of the ramps is consistent with
Caltrans long-term plans for State Highway Route 99 due to the existing Dakota, Shields and Princeton
Avenue ramps having substandard design features and substandard interchange spacing. The
reconstruction and expansion of the Clinton Avenue/State Highway Route 99 interchange into a high
capacity modern, diamond interchange will meet the existing and future traffic demands for the area west
of State Route 99. Staff recommends Council approval of the new Freeway Agreement.

FISCAL IMPACT

Approval of the Freeway Agreement will have no impact on the General Fund. All freeway improvements
will be handled by Caltrans, utilizing funding from the California High-Speed Rail Project.

Attachment:
-Freeway Agreement
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In the City of Fresno on Route 99
from El Dorado Street to 1.5 miles
south of Herndon Avenue

FREEWAY AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into on this __ day of ,201_,
by and between the STATE OF CALIFORNIA, acting by and through the Department of
Transportation (herein referred to as "STATE"), and the City of Fresno (herein referred to as
"CITY"),

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the highway described above has been declared to be a freeway by
Resolutions of the California Transportation Commission on July 20, 1944, May 19, 1949 and
August 21 1956; and

WHEREAS, STATE and CITY have entered into a Freeway Agreement dated January 13,
1966 relating to that portion of State Highway Route 99 from Inyo Street to Thome Avenue and
from Belmont Avenue to West Avenue; and

WHEREAS, STATE and Fresno County have entered into a supplemental Freeway
Agreement dated October 28, 1952 relating to that portion of State Highway Route 99 from
Thome (Tehama) Street to Belmont Avenue and from West Avenue to Clinton Avenue; and

WHEREAS, CITY has subsequently annexed certain areas including portions of such
freeway covered by said Freeway Agreement dated October 28, 1952 with the County of Fresno;
and

WHEREAS, STATE and Fresno County have entered into a supplemental Freeway
Agreement dated July 26, 1960 relating to that portion of State Highway Route 99 from Clinton
Avenue to the Fresno-Madera County Line; and

WHEREAS, CITY has subsequently annexed certain areas including portions of such
freeway covered by said Freeway Agreement dated July 26, 1960 with the County of Fresno; and

WHEREAS, a revised plan map for such freeway has been prepared showing the proposed
plan of the STATE as it affects streets of the CITY; and

WHEREAS, it is the mutual desire of the parties hereto to enter into a new Freeway
Agreement in accordance with the revised plan of said freeway:

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS AGREED:

1. This Agreement supersedes that portion of said Freeway Agreement dated January 13,
1966 from El Dorado Street to Thome Avenue and from Belmont Avenue to West Avenue.

2. This Agreement supersedes in its entirety said Freeway Agreement dated October 28,
1952.
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In the City of Fresno on Route 99
from El Dorado Street to 1.5 miles
south of Herndon Avenue

3. This Agreement supersedes that portion of said Freeway Agreement dated July 26, 1960
from Clinton Avenue to 1.5 miles south of Herndon Avenue.

4. CITY agrees and consents to the closing of CITY roads, relocation of CITY roads,
construction of frontage roads and other local roads, and other construction affecting CITY
roads, all as shown on said plan map attached hereto marked Exhibit A and made a part hereof
by this reference.

5. The obligations of STATE and CITY with respect to the funding and construction of the
freeway project will always be dealt with in separate Cooperative Agreement(s) between the
parties dated, and any amendments thereto, or Encroachment Permits issued to CITY. The
parties responsible for the construction of the freeway shall make any changes affecting CITY
roads only in accordance with the plan map attached hereto, marked Exhibit A.

6. The obligations of STATE and CITY with respect to the acquisition of the rights of way
required for the construction, reconstruction, or alteration of the freeway and CITY roads,
frontage roads, and other local roads will always be dealt with in separate Cooperative
Agreement(s) between the parties dated, and any amendments thereto or Encroachment Permits
issued to CITY.

7. It is understood between the parties that the rights of way may be acquired in sections or
units, and that both as to the acquisition of right of way and the construction of the freeway
projects, the obligations of STATE and CITY hereunder shall be carried out at such time and for
such unit or units of the projects as funds are budgeted and made lawfully available for such
expenditures.

8. CITY will accept control and maintenance over each of the relocated or reconstructed
CITY roads, and the frontage roads, and other STATE constructed local roads, on receipt of
written notice to CITY from STATE that the work thereon has been completed, except for any
portion which is adopted by STATE as a part of the freeway proper. If acquired by STATE,
CITY will accept title to the portions of such roads lying outside the freeway limits, upon
relinquishment by STATE.

9. This agreement may be modified at any time by the mutual consent of the parties hereto,
as needed to best accomplish, through STATE and CITY cooperation, the completion of the
whole freeway project for the benefit of the people of the STATE and of the CITY.
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In the City of Fresno on Route 99
from El Dorado Street to 1.5 miles
south of Herndon Avenue

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed
by their respective duly authorized officers.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Transportation

MALCOLM DOUGHERTY
Director of Transportation
By

TIM CRAGGS
Acting, Chief Design Engineer

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Attorney (STATE)

Attorney (STATE)
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CITY OF FRESNO
By

PATRICK N. WIEMILLER
Public Works Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DOUGLAS T. SLOAN
Attorney (CITY)

:}2--/~~ ~·'J..'}..·\s
RATS1NGH BADHESHA
Deputy Attorney (CITY)
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