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SUBJECT: Actions pertaining to the Herndon Avenue right turn lane extension project
of Blackstone Avenue {(Council District 6)

1. Adopt a finding of a Categorical Exemption pursuant to Class 1 of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guideline Section
156301(c) (Existing Facilities) for extension of a right turn lane at
Herndon Avenue and Blackstone Avenue

2. Approve the acquisition of a public street easement and a temporary
construction easement at the Northwest corner of Herndon Avenue and
Blackstone Avenue (APN 303-170-54) of property owned by Chong's
Plaza, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends the City Council:

1. Adopt a finding of a Categorical Exemption pursuant to Class 1 of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA)} Guideline Section 15301(c) (Existing Facilities) for extension of a right turn
fane at Herndon Avenue and Blackstone Avenue.

2. Approve the acquisition of a public street easement and a temporary construction easement (See

Exhibit “A™ and “B"), which is necessary for the exiension of a right turn pocket from 100 feet to
400 feet for the appraised amount of $13,200.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This transaction includes purchasing small amounts of right-of-way behind three commercial
driveways and a temporary construction easement behind each of those three driveways near the
Denny’s Restaurant and Colorado Bar and Grill. The appraisal for the permanent easements and
the temporary construction easements was appraised at $13,200 which the owner has accepted.
Utility relocation within the existing right-of-way are anticipated to be completed by mid-year and the
project for the turn lane should go out to bid by September 2014. Completion is expected within six
months. Adding 300 additional feet to the right hand turn lane is expected to significantly reduce
westbound traffic congestion.

BACKGROUND

The overall transaction includes three smail acquisitions along the frontage road north of Herndon
Avenue. At each location is a driveway which accesses the shopping center. As depicted in the
exhibits, Parcel 1 is 149 square feet, Parcel 2 is 93 square feet and Parcel 3 is 149 square feet for a
total permanent easement of 381 square feet. In addition, there will be a temporary construction
easement behind each of the parcel acquisitions in order to construct a smooth transition in and out
of the property. The three temporary construction easements consist of Parcel 1 at 522 square feet,
Parcel 2 at 226 square feet and Parcel 3 at 848 square feet for a total of 1,596 square feet. The
temporary easements shall expire at the conclusion of construction.

Due to the shallow right hand turn lane at the Northwest corner of Blackstone and Herndon Avenues,
only four o five cars can be accommodated. This leads {0 congestion in the number three lane as
traffic stacks up waiting to make a right hand turn northbound onto Blackstone Avenue. With the
turn lane extended to 400-feet, as many as twenty vehicles can enter the turn lane which should
improve westbound traffic flow on Herndon Avenue.

ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS

Staff has performed a preliminary environmental assessment of this project and has determined that
it falls within the Class 1 Categorical Exemptions as set forth in the CEQA Guidelines Section
156301(c) which exempts the repair, maintenance or minor alteration of existing facilities. In this
particular case, a right hand turn lane is being extended within the existing right-of-way with oniy
minor work at various sidewalk locations. Thus under the above referenced Code section, the
repair, maintenance, permitting or minor alterations of existing streets, sidewalks, gutters and other
public facilities (including road grading for the purposes of public safety) that involve negligible or no
expansion beyond current use are exempt from CEQA requirements.

"LOCAL PREFERENCE

Local preference is not applicable to this item.
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FISCAL IMPACT

There will be no General Fund dollars required to acquire the necessary right-of-way. Funds for this
acquisition for the Herndon Avenue turn lane improvement project are coming from a federal grant
covering 88.53% of the total costs and State Proposition 111 funds which are responsible for the
remaining 11.47% of the overall project outlay.

2014-01-30 Chongs Plaza LLC Herndon/Blackstone Acguisition

Attachments:
-Vicinity Map
-Exhibit "A*
-Exhibit “B*
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Vicinity Map
APN 303-170-34

Northwest corner of Blackstone Avenue
‘& Herndon Avenue’




EXHIBIT “A”
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