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CITY MANAGER

FROM: PATRICK N. WIEMILLER, Public Works Director
Public Works Department

BY: SCOTT L. MOZIER, PE, City Engineer / Assistant Director
Public Works Department, Engineering Division

SUBJECT: ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR
AND ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS TO THE TRANSPORTATION
ENHANCEMENTS PROGRAM - JOBS FOR MAIN STREET ACT OF 2010 (STIM 2)
FUNDS AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS BY THE PUBLIC
WORKS DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the submission of applications
for and acceptance of grant funds to the Transportation Enhancements Program - Jobs for Main
Street Act of 2010 (STIM 2) Funds and authorizing the execution of documents by the Public Works
Director or designee.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Council of Fresno County Governments (Fresno COGQG) has recently solicited local agencies for
project submissions to the Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program in anticipation for another
round of Federal stimulus funding through the Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010. Fresno COG will
initially screen projects which can meet a 90 day contracting timeline required for 50% of all STIM 2
projects. The Department of Public Works received input from other City departments for the
development of projects that could help enhance major Downtown Fresno transportation corridors.
Project components identified to enhance Downtown Fresno transportation for motorists, bicyclists,
and pedestrians include: the construction of ten new bus shelters; the installation of banner poles in
three locations; the installation of 120 bicycle racks and benches along major corridors; the
installation of bicycle lockers near the Santa Fe Depot; the installation of three electronic information
boards, the installation of eighteen way finding signs, the planting of 275 missing Downtown Fresno
and Lowell Neighborhood trees; and the construction of irrigation improvements in Downtown
Fresno. The Department of Transportation/Fresno Area Express staff provided substantial
assistance on the development of the transit shelter project. Staff recommends the Council
authorize the submission of applications for and acceptance of grant funds to the Transportation
Enhancements Program - Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 (STIM 2) Funds and authorize the
execution of documents by the Public Works Director or designee.
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BACKGROUND

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provided substantial funding opportunities in
2009 with the objective to stimulate the national economy and to help expand or retain jobs. To
continue economic recovery efforts and stimulate additional job growth or retention, the Jobs for
Main Street Act of 2010 potentially redirects $75 billion from the Troubles Asset Relief Program
(TARP) savings from Wall Street to Main Street to fund infrastructure and job investments. Both the
United States House of Representatives on December 16, 2009 and the United States Senate on
February 24, 2010 each passed separate versions of the Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010, however,
each version includes provisions not contained in the others respective chamber’s bill.

As a consolidation of both the House and Senate version is now in progress, the Federal Highways
Administration (FHWA) has recommended for planning purposes, the State may assume STIM 2
funds of $2.57 billion to California. The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Division
of Transportation Programming, Office of Federal Transportation Management Program provided the
Guidance on Programming Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 (STIM 2) Funds and Projects in the
Federal Transportation Improvement Program to the Council of Fresno County Governments (Fresno
COG) and other regional Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO).

Caltrans has provided each MPO with a preliminary estimate of STIM 2 funds for its region. The
estimated funding available for the Transportatiorr Enhancement (TE) Program to the Fresno region
is $1,449,881 under the House of Representatives version of the bill. Fresno COG has requested
agencies to submit projects which can potentially meet a 90 day contract delivery timeline
requirement for 50% of all STIM 2 projects. The Department of Public Works received input from
other City departments for the development of projects that could help enhance major Downtown
Fresno transportation corridors. Project components identified to enhance Downtown Fresno
transportation for motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians include: the construction of ten new bus
shelters; the installation of banner poles in three locations; the installation of 120 bicycle racks and
benches along major corridors: the installation of bicycle lockers near the Santa Fe Depot; the
installation of three electronic information boards, the installation of eighteen way finding signs, the
planting of 275 missing Downtown Fresno and Lowell Neighborhood trees; and the construction of
irrigation improvements in Downtown Fresno. The Department of Transportation/Fresno Area
Express staff provided substantial assistance on the development of the transit shelter project.

Federal Transportation Enhancement funds are to be used for transportation-related capital
improvement projects that enhance quality-of-life, in or around transportation facilities. According to
Caltrans, Transportation Enhancement activities are a means of more creatively and sensitively
integrating surface transportation facilities into their surrounding communities. In addition, these
Transportation Enhancements provide a more aesthetic, pleasant and improved interface between
the transportation system for the communities and people adjacent to the transportation facilities.

These project improvements will be constructed on existing public Right Of Way along major
Downtown Fresno corridors and will qualify for a Categorical Exemption through CEQA (California
Environmental Quality Act) review for modifications to existing facilities under Sections 15301 (c) of
the CEQA Guidelines. Section 15301 provides an exemption from CEQA for existing facilities that
consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of
existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features,
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involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of determination to
existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails.

Staff recommends the Council authorize the submission of applications for and acceptance of grant
funds to the Transportation Enhancements Program - Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 (STIM 2)
Funds and authorize the execution of documents by the Public Works Director or designee.

FISCAL IMPACT

The TE STIM 2 Program will provide 100% project funding and no local matching funds will be
required to the program. |If the City is awarded construction funding for the proposed project
components, staff estimates the potential annual maintenance costs of: up to $12,900 for the Bicycle
Racks, Bicycle Lockers and Benches; up to $15,100 for the Electronic Information Boards; up to
$25,000 for the Tree and Irrigation Improvements: up to $10,000 for the Street Lights/Banner Poles;
up to $22,000 for the Way Finding Signage; and up to $11,700 for the Transit Bus Shelters. These
potential annual costs will need to be funded through the General Fund, Gas Tax, Measure C, and/or
FTA Federal Transit Formula Funds.

Attachments: A) Resolution
B) Preliminary Regional Distribution List




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRESNO,
AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR
AND ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS TO THE
TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTS PROGRAM - JOBS FOR
MAIN STREET ACT OF 2010 (STIM 2) FUNDS AND
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS BY THE
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR OR DESIGNEE
WHEREAS, in anticipation of the Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 currently in
development, the Federal Highways Administration has advised the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) that the regional Metropolitan Transportation Planning agencies including
the Council of Fresno County Governments (Fresno COG) may begin to program projects for
federal STIM 2 funds through the Transportation Enhancements (TE) Program; and
WHEREAS, Fresno COG has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the
federal programs, including establishing the necessary procedures governing local project
applications and the programming of regional and local projects; and
WHEREAS, Fresno COG has requested local agencies to submit project applications; and
WHEREAS, the City of Fresno desires to apply for and participate in the TE Program; and
WHEREAS, the application(s) contains assurances that the applicants must comply with,
including projects which can meet a 90 day contract delivery timeline that is required for 50% of all
STIM 2 projects; and
WHEREAS, the City of Fresno has identified eligible projects that could help enhance
major transportation corridors within the City of Fresno; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno anticipates it will enter into (an) agreement(s) with Caltrans

and Fresno COQG, and any collaborating local agencies and entities to complete the projects upon
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the terms and conditions herein following approval as to form by the City Attorney’s Office and
Council approval of the agreement(s); and

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno’s governing body certifies by resolution approval of the
applications and program participation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF FRESNO HEREBY:

SECTION 1. Approves the filing of applications for and acceptance of the
Transportation Enhancements Program STIM 2 funds and participation therein, consistent
with constitutional and local law requirements and this Resolution.

SECTION 2. Certifies to the extent consistent with constitutional and local law
requirements and this Resolution, that the City of Fresno has or will have prior to
commencement of any work on the projects included in the applications, sufficient funds to
operate and maintain the projects.

SECTION 3. Certifies that the City of Fresno has reviewed, understands and, to the
extent consistent with all constitutional and local law requirements and this Resolution,
agrees to the provisions contained in the applications and program guidelines, manual and
related documents.

SECTION 4. Authorizes the Department of Public Works Director or Designee as
the agent for the City of Fresno to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all
documents including, but not limited to applications, agreements, amendments, payment
requests and so on which may be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned

projects, subject to prior approval as to form by the City Attorney’s Office.
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.
CITY OF FRESNO )

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the foregoing resolution
was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California, at a regular meeting thereof, held on the
day of , 2010.

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Mayor Approval: , 2010
Mayor Approval/No Return: ,2010
Mayor Veto: ,2010
Council Override Veto: ,2010

REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk

By:

Deputy
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

JAMES C. SANCHEZ
City Attorney

- 3/30{
By: o Waiocy G Vetahten

Deputy
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