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SUBJECT: ADOPT CEQA CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO GUIDELINES SECTION 15301
(EXISTING FACILITIES) TO AUTHORIZE LEASE TO JOHN TOMAINO DBA AMERICAN
HELICOPTERS FOR COMMERCIAL HANGAR SPACE AT FRESNO CHANDLER EXECUTIVE
AIRPORT

AUTHORIZIE A 36 MONTH LEASE OF COMMERCIAL HANGAR AT FRESNO CHANDLER
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT TO JOHN TOMAINO DBA AMERICAN HELICOPTERS

RECOMMENDATION
That the Council:

1. Adopt CEQA Categorical Exemption pursuant to Guidelines Section 15301 (existing facilities) to authorize
lease to John Tomaino dba American Helicopters of commercial hangar space at Fresno Chandler Executive
Airport.

2. Authorize a thirty-six (36) month lease of the 6,500 square foot aircraft hangar and .69 acre site located at
612 West Kearney Boulevard on Fresno Chandler Executive Airport (Chandler), to John Tomaino, doing
business as American Helicopters, with Mr. Tomaino required to immediately invest not less than thirty-six
thousand dollars ($36,000) in repairs and improvements to the hangar as a credit against the $1000/month
rent for the thirty-six (36) months; and with a possible mutually agreed upon lease extension for up to two
additional years, all subject to City Attorney approval to form.

Since the Airports Department (the Department) operates as a self-supporting enterprise, there would be no
impact to the General Fund for this action.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The subject hangar was constructed decades ago by a third party developer under a long-term lease from the
City, and was subleased by the developer to a succession of businesses and individuals before being
surrendered to the City in September 2008, with a subtenant in possession. The building has been vacant
since January of 2009. The building has had virtually no maintenance and is in poor condition.

John Tomaino, d/b/a American Helicopters, proposes to move his established helicopter flight school and
charter business from the terminal building and 3 leased hangars at Chandler into the subject hangar. The
then former American Helicopter facilities would become available for re-rental by the Department.

To prepare and adapt the hangar, Mr. Tomaino proposes to make the following repairs and/or improvements,
which are estimated to cost not less than thirty-six thousand dollars ($36,000):
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1. Repair and seal the roof, including replacement of the skylights.
2. Repair and paint exterior and interior walls.
3. Repair cracks in and seal concrete floor.
4. Remodel interior offices/classrooms.
5. Replace exterior lighting.

Mr. Tomaino would be given the opportunity to recover the above investment through a rental credit for the
thirty-six (36) months term of the lease. The lease will allow the parties to mutually agree upon an extension for
up to an additional two years, at a rent rate then to be determined.

BACKGROUND

American Helicopters currently operates six helicopters and two fixed—wing aircraft from three office/
classrooms in the Chandler terminal building, two “shade” hangars [roof only: no walls], one “T” hangar, and 6
helicopter tie down spots on the terminal ramp. They propose to consolidate all into, and expand into, the
subject large commercial hangar. This will include two, state-of-the-art flight simulators, offices, dedicated
classrooms, and a pilot’s lounge.

This project is for tenant to lease, and make minor rehabilitation of existing hangar space at Fresno Chandier
Downtown Airport. Staff determined under the CEQA Guidelines, this project fits within the definition stipulated
under “Existing Facilities” in Section 15301, Class 1 (c) as Categorically Exempt from further CEQA review.
This project involves minor alteration of existing City owned hangar facilities involving negligible or no
expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the City’s determination that the Categorical Exemption
will apply. Furthermore, this project will not adversely impact air quality or any other environmental area as it
will improve building energy efficiency. Finally, staff has determined that none of the exceptions to the
Categorical Exemptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2, apply. As such, staff has concluded
that this Categorical Exemption applies to this project.

FISCAL IMPACT

There would be no impact to the General Fund from this action.

Attachments: Exhibit “A”
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