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SUBJECT: APPROVE THE ACQUISITION OF ONE GRANT DEED FROM PROPERTY
OWNED BY FRESNO METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT FOR THE
BASIN BM TRAIL PROJECT ON THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF EAST
CALIFORNIA AND SOUTH FOWLER AVENUES FOR THE AMOUNT OF
$35,490.00 (COUNCIL DISTRICT 5)

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Staff recommends that the City Council approve the acquisition of one grant deed from
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District for 0.5460 acre for the amount of $35,490.00.

2. Authorize the Public Works Director or his designee to accept the grant deed from
properties owned by Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District, and to execute the
Agreements for Purchase and Sale of Real Property and complete the acquisition.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The City of Fresno, Public Works Department, requests authorization to acquire a 16 ft. strip
right-of-way from the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (FMFCD) in order to construct a
bicycle/pedestrian trail. The proposed project will complete an unfinished portion of the trail
between South Fowler and South Armstrong Avenues, thereby linking the trail in an east/west
direction. The subject location is designated as a bicycle/pedestrian trail within the 2025 Fresno
General Plan Multi-Purpose Trails Plan Map.

The value of the acquisition was established by an independent, professional appraiser and
negotiations to acquire the parcel were initiated on September 7, 2010. FMFCD has signed the
appropriate documents to provide the additional street right-of-way depicted on Assessor's
Parcel Map attached as Exhibit “A”. FMFCD has agreed to the City’'s acquisition for the
negotiated total amount of $35,490.00. The owner has signed the Agreements for Purchase and
Sale of Real Property. With City Council approval of these acquisitions, the transaction will be
processed and completed. Funding is available through the Measure C Trails allocation received
by the City of Fresno.
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BACKGROUND

In 2008, FMFCD approached the City about the southerly 16 feet of the District's Basin BM
property. The District wanted to see if the City wanted to obtain the right-of-way for the trail
shown on the 2025 General Plan, which would connect to the existing trail to the east of the
basin. [f the City does not acquire the property and move the fence line, the District will
eventually excavate the basin and preclude the City from ever completing the trail. Public Works
and FMFCD staff have been able to collaborate on the agency’s respective needs and reach a
mutually beneficial solution for the location of a trail that preserves the necessary drainage basin
capacity.

The BM Basin Trail project will acquire a 16 ft. strip of right-of-way from the Fresno Metropolitan
Flood Control District parallel and adjacent to the Union Pacific Railroad tracks for a multi-
purpose trail that connects between Fowler Avenue and the existing trail segment to the east.
The proposed trail is consistent with the 2025 General Plan and the Bicycle Master Plan.

The value of the acquisition was established by an independent, professional appraiser and
negotiations to acquire the parcel were initiated on September 7, 2010. The owner has signed
the appropriate documents to provide the additional street right-of-ways depicted on Assessor’s
Parcel Map attached as Exhibit “A”. The property owner has agreed to the City’s acquisition for
the negotiated total amount of $35,490.00. The owner has signed the Agreements for Purchase
and Sale of Real Property. With City Council approval of these acquisitions, the transaction will
be processed and completed.

The documents signed by the property owners have been approved as to form by the City Attorney's
office. ~ An environmental site assessment was completed and a Categorical Exemption
Environmental Assessment No. EA-10-028 was prepared for the Basin BM Trail Project between
South Fowler and South Armstrong Avenues along the California Avenue and Railroad
alignment.

FISCAL IMPACT

Funding is available through the City's Measure C Trails allocation. There will be no General
Fund dollars required to construct the project. Funds for this acquisition for the Basin BM Trail
Project are funded by City of Fresno Project No. PW00044, Fund 22506, ORG 189901,
Cornerstone CP001 and Source BBMTR.
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Attachment: Vicinity Map
Exhibit “A”




BASIN BM TRAIL PROJECT VICINITY MAP
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