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SUBJECT: APPROVE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF GRANT APPLICATIONS TO
THE HEALTH IMPACT PROJECT THROUGH THE ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON
FOUNDATION AND THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUST AND FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF
FUNDING FOR UP TO $110,000 FOR A HEALTH IMPACT ASSSESSMENT IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE FULTON CORRIDOR SPECIFIC PLAN AND THE DOWNTOWN
NEIGHBORHOODS COMMUNITY PLAN

RECOMMENDATIONS

Staff is recommending that the Council approve the submittal of grant applications to the Health Impact Project
through the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trust and for the acceptance of
funding for up to $110,000 for a Health Impact Assessment in conjunction with the Fulton Corridor Specific
Plan and the Downtown Neighborhoods Community Plan.

Staff also recommends that City Council authorize the Director of Downtown & Community Revitalization
Department or his/her designated representative as agent of the City of Fresno to execute and submit all
documents, including but not limited to application, agreements, amendments and agency contracts which may
be necessary to carry out the purpose specified in the applications and the program described therein, all
subject to prior approval as to form by the City Attorney’s Office.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Staff proposes to submit grant applications for up to $110,000 to the Health Impact Project through the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trust, to fund a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) in
conjunction with the Fulton Corridor Specific Plan and the Downtown Neighborhoods Community Plan. An HIA
is a combination of procedures, methods and tools that systematically judges the potential, and sometimes
unintended, effects of a policy, plan, program, or project on human health and the environment. HIAs address
both health outcomes and characteristics of the physical environment and include topics such as pedestrian
safety, social equity, physical activity, the food environment and food security, transit access, and access to
parks and open spaces. HIAs have been widely used throughout the world but are a relatively new tool in the
United States.

HiAs are used as a decision-making tool for policymakers. HIAs are a flexible, data-driven approach that
identify the health consequences of new policies and develop practical strategies to enhance their health
henefits and minimize adverse effects. The primary area of focus will be in Fresno's urban core.
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The proposed HIA will be a part of the Fulton Corridor Specific Plan and Downtown Neighborhoods Community
Plan preparation to ensure that the appropriate health policies are written into the Plans. These policies will
influence regulations in the development code as well as particular implementation actions in the Plan,
providing a logical and effective path from the initial identification of health issues to the methods for realizing
the expected health outcomes

BACKGROUND

The last two decades of health research have demonstrated the profound importance of social, economic and
environmental decision-making to the health of Americans. For example, transportation decisions that
contribute to sprawl play an important role in changing injury patterns, asthma rates in children, and the
decreasing levels of physical activity which are related 1o the emerging epidemics of obesity and type I
diabetes.

Everyday, legislators, public agencies and other decision-makers make choices that affect Americans’ health,
yet too often the risks to and consequences for health are unrecognized and unaddressed. Many health
conditions could be prevented or improved and, ultimately, many economic costs reduced if decision-makers in
all sectors factored in the effects on health when drafting laws and regulations.

The Health Impact Project is a collaboration of the Robert Wood Johnsen and The Pew Charitable Trust
designed to promote the use of HIAs as a means to inform policy decision making in the United States. With
the use of HIAs, decision-makers can better assess proposed policies, projects and programs with respect to
their impact on health, in order that they may avoid adverse health consequences and costs, improve health,
maximize benefits and advance smarter policies. An HIA can add value to any planning or decisions-making
process that is likely to affect health or the social, economic or environmental conditions that affect health.

The Health Impact Project marks the beginning of an important collaboration of the nation's leading
philanthropic organizations working to promote health and serve the public interest. The initiative will bring to
bear valuable resources to significantly advance HiAs and reinforce their essential role in the policy
development process. The Health Impact Project will fund up to 15 HIA demonstrations at the local, state or
tribal level. Grants will range from between $25,000 and $150,000 each.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no match requirement for this grant.

Attachment: Resolution to authorize grant application




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL
OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE HEALTH IMPACT
PROJECT THROUGH THE ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON
FOUNDATION AND THE PEW CHARITABLE TRUST FOR
THE FUNDING OF UP TO $110,000 FOR A HEALTH IMPACT
ASSESSMENT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE FULTON
CORRIDOR SPECIFIC PLAN AND THE DOWNTOWN
NEIGHBORHOODS COMMUNITY PLAN.

WHEREAS, the Health Impact Project is a collaboration of the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trust designed to promote the use of Health
Impact Assessments as a means to inform policy decision making in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, on October 20, 2009, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the
Pew Charitable Trust issued a call for proposals to demonstrate the effectiveness of
Health Impact Assessments (HIAs) and promote their incorporation into local, state,
tribal and federal decision-making. The call for proposals will support organizations that
wish to undertake an HIA of a proposed policy, project or programmatic decision
currently under consideration; and

WHEREAS, the City of Fresno desires to submit a grant application to the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trust for a Health Impact
Assessment in conjunction with the Fulton Corridor Specific Plan and the Downtown
Neighborhoods Community Plan, which will provide practical information that decision-
makers can use to anticipate and address the health effects of proposed policies within
these Plans.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of
Fresno hereby:

I. Approves the filing of the application to the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation and The Pew Charitable Trust for up to $110,000 for the Health Impact
Project, consistent with constitutional and local law requirements and this resolution; and

2. To the extent consistent with all constitutional and local law requirements
and this resolution agrees to the provisions contained in the application and program
guidelines; and

3. Appoints and authorizes the City of Fresno Downtown & Community
Revitalization Department Director and his/her designee(s), and each of them as agent(s)
of the City of Fresno, to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit documents
including, but not limited to, the application, amendments, any standard grant agreement
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and so om, which may be necessary for participation in and completion of the
aforementioned Program, including any extensions or amendments thereof, subject to
prior approval as to form by the City Attorney’s Office.
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CLERK’S CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF FRESNO ) ss.
CITY OF FRESNO )

I, REBECCA E. KLISCH, City Clerk of the City of Fresno, certify that the
foregoing resolution was adopted by the Council of the City of Fresno, California at a
regular meeting held on the day of , 2010.

AYES

NOES

ABSENT

ABSTAIN :

Mayor Approval: , 2010

Mayor Approval/No Return: , 2010

Mayor Veto: , 2010

Council Override Vote: , 2010

REBECCA E. KLISCH
City Clerk

BY:

Deputy
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